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New Director of Alumni Relations Steve Eshelman '99
with his wife, Rachel '01, and daughters Olivia (left)
and Lucy. Story on page 12.

From the President

Dear Friends,
It’s such a joy seeing Palm Beach Atlantic grads
return to campus. The PBA community grows richer
with each visit as alumni come back to network with
professors, watch athletic games and attend special
events. And often it’s the alums themselves presenting
at those events.
Read the stories inside and mark your calendars
for two such events, as published authors Michele
Rigby Assad ’95 and Dr. Erin Tarver ’03 come to share
what they’ve learned through research and unique life
experiences. Their books, coming out of two major
publishing houses, are generating much conversation
on timely topics.
Assad, a former undercover agent with the CIA, will
speak here at the LeMieux Center for Public Policy on
March 1. Now that she’s out of the CIA, she can talk
about what she and her husband, Joseph Assad ’94,
experienced in the War on Terror.
Tarver, a professor at Emory University, will be the
keynote for PBA’s annual Interdisciplinary Research
Conference on March 21. In a New York Times op-ed
she gave a sample of her thoughts about collegiate
sports, and Times readers lit up the online comments
section in response.

Steve Eshelman ’99 hasn’t come back to visit; he’s
come to stay, as the new director of alumni relations.
That gives other alumni yet another reason to plan a
PBA visit: come meet him and share ideas about your
alumni association.
And you also must come to see the recently opened
John & Sheila Rinker Sports Center. On pages 16-19
you’ll find photos from the center’s dedication
ceremony, plus information about arranging a tour of
this marvelous new facility.
Finally, I must note the special visitors we had
during Homecoming: members of the Class of 1972,
who had come as freshmen when PBA opened its
doors in 1968. Their reflections, and an interview with
founding president Dr. Jess Moody, remind us that
it’s time to plan ahead for special visits as Palm Beach
Atlantic gets ready to celebrate its first 50 years.
That’s right: 50 years! We’ll start that commemoration
with Community Day in August of this year and build
to a peak during Founders Day in the spring of 2019.
As we approach the 50-year mark, we’ve grown to
a family including more than 16,000 alumni from our
undergraduate, graduate and professional programs.
We’ll enjoy reminiscing about the many ways God
has blessed us in the past, but looking back won’t
be our primary focus. Instead, as we celebrate PBA’s
miraculous history, we’ll look ahead with excitement
to the growth and new blessings to come. Allow me to
elaborate on the message so colorfully displayed on a
December grad’s mortarboard (shown below): The rest
and the best are still unwritten.
Sincerely yours,

William M. B. Fleming, Jr.
President
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Dr. Erin Tarver to speak at research conference here

Alum stirred up New York Times readers

P

alm Beach Atlantic grad Dr. Erin Tarver knew
she’d make some folks mad, so it was a bit scary
waiting for her essay to be published in the
New York Times. Her piece “College Football Is Here,
But What Are We Really Cheering?” provoked more
than 500 comments published online.
“Great piece … insightful,” wrote one reader. And
others said Tarver did an excellent job delving into
traumatic brain injury, exploitation of young athletes
and racial issues. On the other hand, one diehard
football fan called her writing a “flawed, disingenuous
column oozing elitism and filled with unsubstantiated
generalizations.”
Another fan complained, “I will tell you that the
problem with the NYT and liberals is that they will
find something wrong with everything.”
Meanwhile, back at Emory University, Assistant
Professor of Philosophy Tarver took it all in stride.
“As a philosopher,” she said, “I’m committed to the
idea that we should be able to engage with those with
whom we disagree.”

Tarver won a $30,000 grant
to complete her book.

Cover of Dr. Erin Tarver's
book published by
University of Chicago Press

'03 grad to speak at annual research conference March 21
4
4
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And unlike most of the 500 respondents to her
essay, Tarver wasn’t just spouting her opinion; she
was speaking from the in-depth research behind
her recent book The I in Team: Sports Fandom and
the Reproduction of Identity. She had won a $30,000
grant from Emory to take a semester of teaching leave
and complete the book. Published by University of
Chicago Press, the book is just one of many scholarly
credentials that convinced a PBA committee to
choose Tarver as keynote speaker for the university’s
Interdisciplinary Research Conference on March 21.
The annual conference runs for two days, and is
held at the Warren Library. (See www.pba.edu/irc2018.)
While Tarver now teaches at a large research
university, she delights in being on the faculty of

Oxford College, Emory’s self-contained liberal arts
college located in Oxford, Georgia. She is vice chair of
the faculty there.
“It was important to me to be in a small liberal arts
environment because of what I experienced at PBA
and how deeply meaningful that was to me,” she said.
“The really wonderful thing about my time at PBA was
the close relationships that
I had with my professors.”
Tarver is a Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, native. She
learned about PBA from
alumnus Wayne Cordova
when he was camp pastor
at an MFuge camp in
Washington, D.C. Cordova
’98 is now a pastor at
Crosspoint Church in
Spring Hill, Florida.
At PBA Tarver began
to study philosophy
Dr. Erin Tarver
and ethics out of a “deep
and abiding concern for justice,” she said. “I think
that sometimes people believe philosophy is sort of
highfalutin, dealing with abstract subject matter. But
the reason we’re doing all of this work philosophically
is to answer really basic, practical questions about how
we’re supposed to live together.”
She graduated in 2003, magna cum laude, with
a degree in philosophy and religion. Dr. Gary Poe,
professor of history, recalled her as one who didn’t like
easy answers. “The thing I remember most about her is
her curiosity,” he said, “her interest in opening things
up and looking behind things a little deeper.”
After PBA Tarver went on to earn her master’s
from Boston College and her Ph.D. from Vanderbilt
University, both degrees in philosophy and both
summa cum laude. In 2013 she came to Oxford College
of Emory University. Her goal now, she said, is that
students take what they learn from her classes “and
think about their own choices, both as individuals and
as members of a social body.”

www.pba.edu/irc-2018
Current Spring 2018
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New scholarship honors visionary Moody family

How a pastor's secret
'Project X' became
Palm Beach Atlantic
A

s you pass the statue of Dr. Jess Moody
confidently looking out over the campus
of Palm Beach Atlantic University, you can
rightly imagine him as a man of vision. But PBA’s
archives and a recent interview with 92-year-old
Moody illustrate that his vision became reality only
after many challenges and much prayer.
The dream to start a Christian college began in
Moody’s heart when he was pastor of what is now
Family Church, West Palm Beach. Opening a college
from scratch was such an audacious notion that
Moody first presented it as the secret Project X.
“God has given me a vision for something that is

so big that I can’t just lay it out at this point in time,”
Moody told his congregation. “So I would like you now
to begin to pray for Project X.”
For one year prayers went up for that secret mission.
And behind the scenes Moody explained his vision
to a small group of leaders including Marshall E.
“Doc” Rinker, Dr. Donald E. Warren, Riley Sims and
John D. MacArthur. Those names eventually became
memorialized on prominent PBA rooms or buildings.
But in the 1960s as Moody’s vision continued with
public fundraising and student recruiting, what would
make young people sign up to enter a college that had
no buildings?
Miraculously, when the college opened in the fall of
1968, 84 pioneer students arrived. They would become
the Class of 1972, “a pretty classy group of kids,”
Moody recalled.
Just last November Moody joined members of that
founding class for their anniversary celebration at
Homecoming. As they swapped tales about those early
PBA days, class members agreed with Moody that the
two key elements drawing them to the school were
prayer and community service.
In the turbulent 1960s, Moody and others sharing
92-year-old Dr. Jess Moody, at left, with John Kennedy
at Homecoming 2017. Kennedy was a summa cum
laude graduate of PBA's first graduating class.
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his dream had looked with dismay at the protests,
attitudes and graduates they saw coming from many
American campuses. As PBA’s founder and first
president, Moody asked himself, “What’s going to
make this college any different from the rest of the
schools around the country?” The missing ingredient,
he believed, was attracting and developing “givers”
instead of “takers,” young people who would ask,
“What can I give to help change things for the better?”
So when student recruiter Bill Derryberry struck
out looking for prospective students, he didn’t invite
them to tour the campus – for there was no campus.
Instead, Derryberry invited them to help start a
new college that had a heart and commitment for
community service.
“The easiest thing to sell was Workship,” recalled
Derryberry, who joined Moody mingling at the Class
of 1972 reunion last fall. “We wanted students who
really believed that volunteerism, helping others, was
what it was all about.” Moody’s wife, Doris, coined
the word Workship for this volunteerism program,
through which PBA students have now contributed
more than 3.2 million hours of community service.
Class of 1972 members held their reunion at the
Warren Library, choosing that spot because it includes
the renovated building that was once First Baptist
Church of West Palm Beach (now Family Church).

The church had moved across the street, and rented its
old building to the new college for one dollar a year.
Despite that key financial gift from First Baptist,
tremendous financial challenges remained for the
fledgling college. In a speech going into the second
year of the school, Moody said, “There are a thousand
problems facing us. If this were a secular institution,
I would go out of my mind. But, by the grace of God
and the grittiness of this administration, we belong to
Him.”
In the years that followed, PBA overcame those
challenges and problems through a series of Miracles
and Wonders, explained Dr. Donald Warren in his 2009
book by that title. Warren died in 2014, after having
served many years as the school’s trustee chairman and
earning the nickname PBA’s “friendraiser-in-chief.”
Moody served as PBA president for four years,
until the school’s accrediting body insisted the college
have a full-time president. In his last convocation
address as president, he promised the founding class
at PBA, “When I am an old man, I will remember your
marvelous young faces, your courage, your patience,
your faith and your guts!”
With a financial gift from Moody, the university
has established the Jess and Doris Moody Ministerial
Scholarship Fund. To contribute, contact Vicki Pugh,
vice president for development, at (561) 803-2012 or
vicki_pugh@pba.edu.
Current Spring 2018
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Leaders in
philanthropy
and community
service to be
honored Feb. 22

Candy Carson
Wife of Dr. Ben Carson
has passion for
education, music

S

canning Bonnie McElveen-Hunter’s resume
provokes the question: what lies behind such a
remarkable record of success in business and public
service? To answer, McElveen-Hunter points to a story
from her childhood.
“My mother had us write the word can’t on a piece of
paper when we were small and we put it in a shoe box
and dug a hole in the backyard and buried that word,”
she said. “Anything is possible with hard work and God’s
help.”
No doubt McElveen-Hunter will share more of her
personal story when she’s honored as one of PBA’s
Women of Distinction on Feb. 22. Proceeds from
the annual Women of Distinction luncheon provide
scholarships for two female PBA students each year –
a fitting outcome as the university recognizes female
leaders known for their philanthropy and community
service.
Born in South Carolina, McElveen-Hunter grew up in
eight states and Germany, thanks to her father’s Air Force
career. She’s a business law and marketing graduate of
Stephens College in Columbia, Missouri.
She moved to North Carolina, where she worked
in banking and community publishing before starting
Pace Magazine in 1973. She began that venture with
little more capital than a powder-blue Pinto and a lot
of determination, and once again she relied on family
wisdom:
“Grandfather said it was more important to select
your partners than to select your business,” she recalled.
She partnered with a Greensboro printing company to
produce an in-flight magazine for Piedmont Airlines.
She grew Pace Communications to become the largest
independently owned custom content agency in the
nation.
Along the way, McElveen-Hunter served in a long list
of other leadership roles, gaining much recognition as
she raised money for humanitarian causes. She’s now in
her fourth term as national chairman of the board of the
American Red Cross, and she founded the United Way
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A
Bonnie McElveen-Hunter
with her mother, the late
Madeline McElveen

Billion Dollar National Women’s Leadership Initiative,
which has raised more than $1.5 billion dollars.
Sandra Day O’Connor, retired U.S. Supreme Court
justice, called McElveen-Hunter one of America's most
remarkable women. “She pioneered a highly successful
publishing business, served with distinction as the
United States Ambassador to Finland, spearheaded
an effort to gather together and encourage women in
business in Central and Eastern Europe and led the
successful reorganization of the American Red Cross,”
said O’Connor. “Any one of these achievements would
distinguish Bonnie, but she has done them all and has
not yet slowed her pace.”

ccomplished violinist, philanthropist and
author Candy Carson recalls warmly the
time she met two PBA students on her way to
rehearse with a string ensemble. The students stepped
into the elevator with her, and one asked if he could
pray for her.
“He didn’t know me from Adam, but he had that
impression that he needed to pray, and so he did,” said
Carson. “It was one of those experiences when you just
say, ‘God is at work, alive and well and working through
people.’ It’s part of what makes Palm Beach Atlantic
the wonderful place that it is, reaching out to the
community in so many different ways.”
And so Carson looks forward to her next PBA
experience, when on Feb. 22 she’ll be recognized as one
of the university’s Women of Distinction.
She recalls her own college experience as a lifechanging time made possible by the values stressed
in the Detroit, Michigan, home where she grew up.
“People live up or down to expectations,” she said. And
her elementary school teacher mother made clear these
expectations: homework must be done before anything
else, and you must bring home good grades.
Flourishing in that atmosphere, Carson earned a

scholarship to Yale University. There she studied music
and psychology and met her future husband, Ben
Carson, who would become a famous neurosurgeon
and is now U.S. secretary of Housing and Urban
Development.
With her husband, Carson founded the Carson
Scholars Fund, now active in all 50 states and
benefitting more than 7,160 young scholars. The
program identifies students who show high academic
potential and also demonstrate humanitarian qualities
through their essays and community service. “These are
going to be our future leaders,” said Carson. “They care
about people.”
The Carson program also has established more
than 170 reading rooms in schools across 22 states. In
whimsically decorated rooms filled with award-winning
books, kids read for points that are redeemed for prizes.
“They may come for the prizes, but after a while they
learn to love learning,” said Carson.
Carson has told her story in the award-winning
book A Doctor in the House: My Life with Ben Carson.
Together the Carsons have written four books making
the New York Times bestsellers lists, and two of them
have become number-one bestsellers.

Women of Distinction: Feb. 22 at The Breakers Palm Beach.
For tickets call (561) 803-2971. www.pba.edu/women-of-distinction
Current Spring 2018
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producer Mark Burnett and his wife, Roma Downey,
to rescue persecuted Christians in the Middle East and
airlift them out of ISIS controlled territory.
That rescue of 149 refugees was a formidable task,
“but we had the perfect backgrounds for it,” Assad
wrote. “Simply put, it was a mission Joseph and I had
been prepared for our entire lives.”
The story of that dramatic rescue was told in the
ABC news show 20/20. In her book, Assad concluded:
“God made the evacuation happen after all. We had
witnessed a miracle.”
This PBA alumna considers she’s seen much more
than one miracle. “Serving God isn’t easy,” she writes
in her book. “But if you listen for His voice, are open
to His leading and obey His will, you will experience
adventures beyond your wildest imagination and climb
mountains you never dreamed possible.”
That confident expression would please Assad’s
former professor Dr. Jack Calhoun. “Michele Rigby
Assad was always a remarkable young woman
academically and in terms of leadership,” he said, “a
straight-A student who at the time did not know her
own capabilities. I remember having a conversation
with her during her senior year convincing her that
she had tremendous potential.”

On March 1, fresh from being on
Megyn Kelly TODAY, Assad will come
to PBA for a 6 p.m. presentation to
the LeMieux Center for Public Policy.

10 years
undercover
in war zones

Alum now out of the CIA and telling her story

W

hat better place for former CIA agent
Michele Rigby Assad to launch her new
book than the International Spy Museum?
Located in the heart of the nation’s capital, the
museum features spy memorabilia ranging from the
Nazis’ Enigma code machine to a lipstick pistol used
by KGB operatives during the Cold War. On Feb. 22,
amidst displays of such tools of the spy trade, Assad
will debut her book, Breaking Cover: My Secret Life in
the CIA and What It Taught Me about What’s Worth
Fighting For.
Published by Tyndale House, the book tells of the
10 years Assad and her husband, Joseph, spent with
the CIA, serving undercover in Iraq and in global hot
spots she’s not at liberty to disclose. “We were working
on the front lines of the War on Terror,” she said.
Assad graduated from PBA in 1995 and her
husband graduated in 1994. She was a political science
major and member of the Supper Honors Program.
She went on to earn a master’s degree in contemporary
Arab studies from Georgetown University, while her
husband earned his master’s in conflict analysis and
resolution from George Mason University. In 2005
they received PBA’s Young Alumni Award and in 2011
she received the Distinguished Alumna Award.
On March 1, fresh from an appearance on Megyn
Kelly TODAY, Assad will come back to PBA for a 6
p.m. presentation to the LeMieux Center for Public
Policy.
Though the Assads have kept in touch with their
alma mater over the years, naturally while serving with
the CIA they had to be closed-mouthed about their
work. They’ve been working as international security
consultants since leaving the agency, Joseph in 2011
and Michele in 2012.
“We had a pretty difficult run” in the CIA, she
said. “We worked seven days a week. We didn’t take
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Michele Rigby Assad and her husband, Joseph

(Photo taken during a visit to Palm Beach Atlantic.)

holidays. We worked extremely long hours.” Add to
that the stress of working undercover in war zones,
and “suffice it to say that after 10 years of that we were
pretty exhausted.
“Also we really felt the leading of the Holy Spirit out
of the agency,” she said. “And one of those indications
was the call to write the book. The idea is to continue
using my story to provide hope and inspiration to
other people. It’s the first book by anyone from the CIA
whose purpose is to inspire.”
As difficult as the CIA experience proved, “I would
do it all over again,” she said. “The best lessons are
those wrought under great pressure. You can’t become
strong until you walk through the fire, and you can’t
discover the fullness of your gifts until you are forced
to dance right to the very edge.”
That dance for her included training with the Glock
pistol and the M4 assault rifle and sitting down face-toface with a terrorist. She recalled taking a deep breath
before entering the interview room seeking to “crack
open” a wily, aspiring jihadist. “I have an insatiable

desire to understand people,” she said, “and that’s
probably what made me a good intelligence officer.”
Ultimately she left that interview room with critical
intelligence on the identities of terrorists who had
attacked and killed a U.S. diplomat and her security
retinue in Baghdad.
The Assads served in Iraq in 2006 and 2007, during
the deadliest period of the war. They left the country
only to be sent into yet another danger zone. By her
count she’s traveled to 47 countries and lived in six.
“Whenever I could not see over the horizon,” she
wrote, “I trusted that God could, and that He could
provide me with whatever tools or insight I needed to
succeed. By the grace of God I discovered that struggle
could become a skill builder, pain could become a
motivator and confusion could serve as a clarifier.”
As security consultants, for four years Assad and
her husband worked and lived in Abu Dhabi in the
United Arab Emirates. In 2015 they came back to
live in Florida and conduct their consulting business
here. Before long they were working with television
Current Spring 2018
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PBA. He majored in communication, with a minor in
Christian social ministries. He played bass guitar in
several bands and he roomed with other students at
312 Acacia Road, in a university-owned house that has
since been torn down. “Those guys are still some of my
best friends today,” he said.
Here he met his wife, the former Rachel House.
They live in Jupiter, and have two daughters.
After just a few weeks in his new job, Eshelman
smiled as he considered once again a fresh start thanks
to PBA. “You read the headlines in the news about so
much tragedy and chaos in this world, and it can get
you really bummed out. And then you spend time
here on campus, and it completely invigorates you and
makes you excited about the future again.”
Eshelman's wife, the former Rachel
House, is a 2001 PBA grad.

Remember those guys at 312 Acacia?

'99 grad takes the helm at alumni association

I

n the flurry of activities that was Homecoming
2017, Steve Eshelman ’99 celebrated a special
coming-back to his alma mater, as PBA’s new
director of alumni relations.
“It’s just been a blast reconnecting with so many
friends that I haven’t seen in a while,” he said. “What a
great, fun-filled week; no better time to start my new
job.”
Eshelman came to the job on Nov. 6, after 10 years
working with the Boy Scouts of America, most recently
as senior development director of the Gulf Stream
Council. With scouting, he was passionate about
programs he saw changing the lives of young people.
And now he brings that same passion to the school
that changed his own life.
“This place has meant the world to me,” he told the
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Homecoming Week crowd in chapel.
Eshelman vividly remembers the chapel message
that so touched him soon after he first arrived at PBA.
He’d started college at another school, and then took
off a couple of years to work before coming to Palm
Beach Atlantic in January of 1997. The speaker at that
chapel was Dr. Daniel Goodman, a 1989 PBA grad
who had become a New Testament professor here.
“I remember him preaching on a Counting Crows
song called It’s Been a Long December,” said Eshelman.
The song spoke powerfully to him of hope that “this
year would be better than the last,” he recalled. “It
was such a transitional point in my life. I was going
through just a huge step in my faith with God.”
Providentially “in the right place at the right time,”
Eshelman thrived in the Christian environment at

Now his goal is to reach as many PBA alumni as he
can and get them excited about connecting with their
alma mater. The opportunities and the benefits are
limitless, he said.
In addition to organized activities like PBA Night
at South Florida Fair (see page 26), Eshelman is big on
the many person-to-person connections alumni can
make through career networking, athletic events and
the wide variety of performances on campus. He’s also
excited to share the message of “giving back.”
“I was a recipient of scholarship funds here,” he said,
“and I think at the time that I received them, I never
really connected the dots of where that money came
from or why that money was there for me.”
For PBA students, a sense of giving back “starts with
Workship, giving of your time,” he said. “And when we
graduate and go out into the real world, we become
stewards of the energy and resources that we’ve been
blessed with, and we continue to give back to PBA.”
A recent example of such stewardship comes
from a new scholarship established by PBA grads
Natalie Alvarez and Gina Sabean (see page 31). Other
examples include the Sailfish Booster Club, mission
trips and a myriad of volunteer opportunities such
as mentoring and serving on PBA committees and
boards.
Brendan Kesler, president of the Alumni
Association Board of Directors, looks forward to
serving with Eshelman to encourage all such efforts.
He said, “I’m confident that Steve’s experience,
personality, passion for PBA and Christian character
will be an exceptional additional to the Palm Beach
Atlantic family.”
Reach out to your new director of alumni relations
at steve_eshelman@pba.edu.

Stay connected
For your career: The Office of Career
Development isn't just for job-hunting students.
Alumni are encouraged to take advantage of all
its many services. Call (561) 803-2060.
For entertainment: PBA
stages come alive with more
than 100 theatre, music and
dance performances annually.
Sign up for a monthly email
to learn about all the shows:
www.pba.edu/arts-notes
To mentor: A great way to give back is to serve
as a mentor for a PBA student. For details, email
jennifer_fonseca@pba.edu.

For sports: Get the schedules and follow the
action at www.pbasailfish.com. Go to the tab
"Fish Fans" to sign up for the Sailfish Scoop
newsletter and join the Sailfish Booster Club.
For news: Submit to Current's Class Notes when
you have a new job or other news and let us
know when you move: www.pba.edu/updateyour-contact-information.
To show Sailfish pride: Buy PBA shirts, hats and
tote bags at the bookstore or at PBASailfishGear.
com. When you renew your auto registration,
order a PBA specialty license plate.
For old friends: Reconnect with your
old classmates and professors
through Facebook: PBAAlumni and
PBAUniversity and LinkedIn:
Palm Beach Atlantic University
Alumni Association.

Current Spring 2018

13

Meet two of PBA's first Doctor of Nursing Practice grads

Research S
driven
19 nurses earn doctorates in
milestone commencement

DNP grad Alex Thomas at Delray Medical Center
with Delta, his trained therapy dog.

Degrees offered:
◆Doctor of Nursing Practice
◆Master of Science in Nursing, Health Systems
Leadership
•Bachelor of Science in Nursing
◆RN to BSN (online)
www.pba.edu/school-of-nursing

14

Current

Spring 2018

outh Florida native Alex Thomas joined
the Army at 17 because it just seemed like
something a fit, young man would enjoy. “It
wasn’t until years later,” he said, “that I decided to do
something more with my life.” Trained as an Army
medic, he went back to school, became a nurse and
finally, last December, earned his DNP, the Doctor of
Nursing Practice.
At age 36, Thomas is one of the older nurses among
the 19 who graduated in PBA’s first DNP cohort. That
group, explained Thomas, includes “people from all
over,” bringing together PBA bachelor’s degree grads,
grads from other schools, different nationalities and a
wide variety of life experiences. Together those diverse
students supported each other through a rigorous
three-year graduate program while working as nurses
at various hospitals.
“You make a family out of it,” said Thomas. “Your
peers are very supportive and the faculty is wonderful.”
The faculty teach a hybrid program of online
instruction and on-campus Saturday classes, allowing
students to continue in their hospital jobs. Thomas’ job
is clinical educator at Delray Medical Center. There in
a preceptor role he had dealt much with undergraduate
nursing students from schools throughout the region.
“I could just tell the caliber of nursing students PBA was
putting out was far better than that from anywhere else,”
he said. So he chose PBA’s program to earn his DNP.
DNP students here complete a “capstone” research
project on a subject of their own choosing. Thomas
studied using therapy dogs to decrease stress among
hospital staff. He’s trained his own therapy dog, a
golden retriever named Delta, who sometimes comes
with him to work.
It’s not unusual to see therapy dogs used to help
hospital patients or nursing home residents, but
Thomas explored using these tail-waggers to minister
to nurses, doctors and technicians. “When you’re in
a hospital for 12 hours a day, and you’re dealing with
stress and patients who are suffering, there’s a lot of
pressure placed on you,” he said. So he’s seen that just
a few minutes with a friendly therapy dog can bring
down those stress levels.
Now that Thomas and his classmates have completed
the DNP, they can step into leadership roles of
increasing responsibility to tackle many health care
challenges. Thomas looks forward to doing a lot of
patient-driven care with this new degree he pursued “to
find more purpose in life, to give back as much as I can.”

O

n Dec. 9 as Kettia Alusma received the degree
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP), her proud
parents watched and celebrated the latest in
their daughter’s string of firsts. She was the first in her
family born in the U.S., first to earn a college degree
and now first to earn a graduate degree.
This latest degree, the DNP, “allows nursing to
go into the forefront, answering questions not at
an individual level, but allowing us to get a look at
the big picture – problems in health care,” said Dr.
Elaine Kauschinger, who spoke at the DNP hooding
ceremony prior to commencement. Kauschinger, a
Duke University professor, praised the research of
PBA’s 19 DNP grads, citing their contributions to the
science of nursing.
For her “capstone” research, Alusma turned to the
Haitian community to conduct an educational project
on the topic “advanced directives.” She chose the
Haitian population because she is of Haitian descent,
“and I know how taboo the topic is,” she said.
Though many people don’t want to discuss endof-life questions about feeding tubes or resuscitation,
“waiting until you’re in a health care crisis is not the
time” to make such decisions, she said. Alusma visited
a Haitian church in Boynton Beach for her research

project, choosing that setting to bring her audience
into more of a comfort zone. She presented in both
English and Creole, and found some people receptive,
despite the taboo subject.
During her DNP coursework Alusma continued
her two nursing jobs, working per-diem in Boca
Raton Regional Hospital and University of Miami
Hospital and Clinics. At both institutions she works
in neurology units, often serving stroke patients or
those with traumatic brain injuries.
“I have a fascination with neuroscience,” she said.
In the future she may pursue certification in that area,
or she may practice family medicine.
Nurse practitioners with the DNP are expected
to fill critical health care needs in the years to come.
“As DNPs, we’re research driven; we’re health system
driven,” said Alusma. “We can implement different
evidence-based practices.”
When Alusma decided to pursue her DNP, one
reason for choosing PBA’s program was the mix of
mostly online classes and Saturday classes on campus.
Once enrolled, she found “great support,” she said.
“I think PBA has potential to have one of the best
DNP programs in America because of the support we
have.”

Dr. Deborah Morgan, left, and Dr. Jennifer Kuretski place the Doctor of Nursing Practice hood on Kettia
Alusma in a ceremony prior to December commencement.
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Applause
for key
donors
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A crowd of well more than 100 guests honored Dr. John and
Dr. Sheila Rinker at the Nov. 30 dedication of the John & Sheila
Rinker Sports Center. In the photo below, guests applauded as
the Rinkers (bottom right, with backs to the camera) stood to
be recognized. John Rinker (at the microphone in inset photo
far left) told the crowd the building "has everything that our
athletes and coaches need, and based on their performance,
it also has everything that they deserve." Some 300 studentathletes also attended the ceremony, overflowing the portico
behind the Rinkers. See pages 18-19 for an inside photo and
information about touring the center.
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You're invited
to tour the new
athletic center
As guests entered the just-dedicated
John & Sheila Rinker Sports Center,
they came into the spacious, two-story
Johnson Atrium, where Sailfish Jack
waited for photo opportunities.
The new center is on the 76-acre
Marshall and Vera Lea Rinker Athletic
Campus at 3401 Parker Avenue. With
32,342 square feet of space, the center
is the new home to PBA's outdoor
sports.
To the left of the atrium is a spacious
strength and conditioning room with
rows of new equipment. Adjacent to
that is the athletic trainers' treatment
room with rehab area and whirlpool
tub.
The center of the first floor features
a conference room and serving pantry
to provide concessions off the back
of the building, which opens to the
soccer/lacrosse field. On the right side
of the building are offices for coaches
and staff, plus a student work area
and a large academics/team room.
Rounding out the first floor are rooms
for laundry, equipment storage and
restrooms.
On the second floor special guests
will enjoy a hospitality room, with
front and back terraces providing
gracious views.
Some naming opportunities remain
for the building. For information
contact Vicki Pugh, vice president for
development: (561) 803-2012 or
vicki_pugh@pba.edu.
To schedule a tour of the new
center, contact Michael Brown,
senior associate athletic director
for external operations:
michael_brown@pba.edu.
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The plane crash in Colombia
claimed 71 lives, including a
much beloved soccer coach,
the father of a PBA student.

When tragedy
hits home

PBA soccer player, losing his
dad and nearly losing his
brother, found love, support
amidst the inexplicable

O

Like father, like son:
20
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In this composite of two photos, at left is the late Luiz Carlos
Saroli as a professional soccer player, before he became a coach.
At right is Saroli's son Gabriel, playing for the PBA Sailfish.

n Nov. 28, 2016, PBA soccer player Gabriel
Saroli made plane reservations to Colombia to
see his father’s soccer team in the prestigious
tournament Copa Sudamericana. The team, from
Chapeco, Brazil, was making history in the South
American soccer world, as popular underdogs on
a Cinderella ride to the tournament finals. Gabriel
faced an exam the next day, so he went to bed early –
probably about the same time that the soccer team’s
plane crashed into a hillside just a few miles short of
the Medellín, Colombia, airport.
In the wee hours of the morning a visiting Brazilian
friend woke up Gabriel with “Did you see what
happened?” Gabriel grabbed his phone and opened
a soccer news app to read: “plane crash, 26 dead.” He
then opened his computer to follow developing news
reports and called his mother in Brazil.
“Be calm,” family members told him. “We still
don’t know. They’re still looking for survivors.” But
then Gabriel found a live broadcast from a Brazilian
television station and heard: “five survivors and
everybody else is dead.”
“That’s when it hit me,” said Gabriel. “I just shut off
my computer. I couldn’t react. I couldn’t cry. I couldn’t
do anything.”
In a state of shock and denial, he kept checking his
phone for late reports, thinking, maybe they found him
alive under the plane. But no: in the end there were
six survivors and 71 dead, including 51-year-old Luiz
Carlos Saroli, Gabriel Saroli’s father. The shocking
tragedy turned the world upside-down for many, many
people; ultimately Gabriel would find solace and solid
support from his faith, his family and the PBA family.
A former professional soccer player, the elder Saroli
had been a celebrity in Brazil, and he’d been much
more than that to his two sons, Gabriel and Matheus.
The boys pretty much began playing soccer as soon
as they could walk, and the family traveled much
following Saroli’s soccer career, first as a playing pro,
then as innovative coach and manager. They lived in
South America, Japan and the Middle East. “It was
our family thing,” said Gabriel. “Where he goes, we go
together as a family no matter what. As long as we had
each other we were fine.”
But now Gabriel had lost his famous dad, and he’d

This 2015 photo shows Luiz Carlos Saroli when he
was coaching a team in the United Arab Emirates
and his son Gabriel visited to train with the team.
nearly lost his older brother as well. On that fateful
day a last-minute opportunity opened up for Matheus
to ride with the team to the tournament finals. In the
hotel elevator, as father and son headed out for the
airport, Luiz discovered that Matheus didn’t have his
passport. “Sorry,” he told his son. “You can’t go.”
Gabriel has since learned that his brother could
have gotten on the plane with just his Brazilian ID.
“So if anyone had been in that elevator with them they
would have said, ‘You can go,’” said Gabriel. “I guess
God just wanted to spare him.”
The Saroli family has deep roots of faith, but such a
tragedy challenges faith with the inevitable question:
Why? “I try not to think about that,” said Gabriel. “It’s
hard, but I don’t think it’s my job to question God.”
Shortly after learning of the tragedy, Gabriel was in
the office of Dr. Bernie Cueto, campus pastor. Cueto
already had a relationship with the soccer team,
sometimes serving in their team devotionals and
having the team over to the Cueto home.
“I did my best just to pray with him, to encourage
(Continued on page 22)
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That's my mom,
the graduate
(Continued from page 21)

him, to help him vent and sort through the pain,” said
Cueto.
Gabriel flew home for the funeral and to be with his
family. Friends came flooding to the house with gifts
and food, and Gabriel began to understand how many
people had so admired his father.
“The affection, the love that we got from everyone
was amazing,” he said. “From people here at PBA as
well. So many people here made me feel at home.”
“We were there for him” from first learning of
the plane crash until now, said Head Coach Mac
McMahon. “Our team is group of brothers.”
During the break between semesters, Gabriel
considered staying in Brazil with his family and not
returning to school. But then he recalled what his
father had always said about school-related questions:
“Do whatever you’re happy doing as long as you
graduate.”
So Gabriel came back to PBA, where his coaches
watched him excel in his classes and on the soccer
field. Gabriel and his teammates had a great season,
winning the Sunshine State Conference regular season
championship with their 9-0-1 league record. Gabriel
played with a new tattoo on his right foot: his father’s
name. “He’s always there,” said the son.
Campus Pastor Cueto heard from Gabriel over the
most recent Christmas break. Cueto knew it would
be another hard Christmas for the Saroli family,
“but they’re learning to just continue, stopping to be
grateful for the little things,” Cueto said.
Gabriel will graduate in May with a degree in
health and human performance. He chose that major
“because my dad always said he wanted me to be a
part of his staff.” Now, he said, “I’m kind of lost on
where to go.”
Wherever Gabriel goes, Assistant Soccer Coach
Eduardo Cruz expects Gabriel to succeed in whatever
he does. “I admire him a lot,” said Cruz. The coach,
who also is from Brazil, sees remarkable character,
faith and resilience in this young man: “Whoever has
that will to live and to turn things around, what can
stop him from doing anything?”
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Bella Allen, age 6, points to her mother's name
in the program at commencement Dec. 9.
Her mother, Kimberlyn Watson, received the
Master's in Leadership from the Catherine T.
MacArthur School of Leadership, having earned
her undergraduate degree from PBA in 2015.
After commencement Watson posed with her
son, Christian, below. More than 240 candidates
for bachelor’s,
master’s and
professional
degrees from the
West Palm Beach,
Orlando and
online campuses
participated
in the service,
held at The Expo
Center at the
South Florida
Fairgrounds.

News briefs

See details on the Web

School of Education has new dean

Dr. Chelly Templeton, associate professor of
education, was named dean of the School of Education
and Behavioral Studies effective January 1. She has
served at PBA since 1999.
www.pba.edu/news/Templeton-dean-appointment-18

Two new trustees appointed

Steve G. Scalici and Timothy S. Sotos have joined
the PBA Board of Trustees. Scalici is senior vice
president with UBS Financial Services and pastor for
Family Church Jupiter. He is a 1995 PBA alumnus.
Sotos is the president and CEO of Clinical Reference
Laboratory Inc., one of the largest privately owned
medical laboratories in the country.
www.pba.edu/news/New-Trustees-Scalici-Sotos

Commencement speaker named

Geoffrey Canada will be the keynote speaker at the
May 5 commencement, set for The Expo Center at the
South Florida Fairgrounds. He is an internationally
recognized education reformer.
www.pba.edu/news/Spring-Commencement-18-Keynote

Trustee, federal judge dies at 85

Kenneth L. Ryskamp, retired U.S. District Court
judge and a member of the Palm Beach Atlantic
University Board of Trustees, died Nov. 15. He was 85.
Ryskamp became a judge in 1986 after nearly 30
years of private legal practice. He
served on the bench until January
2017. Ryskamp became a trustee
at Palm Beach Atlantic in 2000,
serving on the academic program
and athletic committees, and was an
emeritus trustee at his death.
A native of Grand Rapids,
Michigan, Ryskamp was a graduate
Kenneth Ryskamp
of Calvin College and earned his
law degree from the University of Miami. He and his
late wife, Sonja, were members of First Presbyterian
Church in North Palm Beach. He is survived by his
daughter, Cara Ryskamp Brown.
Ryskamp’s pastor, the Rev. Walter B. Arnold III, is
also a PBA trustee. Arnold called him “a man of great
love, kindness, generosity, tender mercy and wisdom.”
The family has requested memorial gifts to the
Sonja Ryskamp Scholarship at Palm Beach Atlantic.
Current Spring 2018
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In June at the Country Music Association Fest
sold-out crowds packed Nissan Stadium
to hear some of country music’s biggest
stars. Lisa Valentine was in the thick of it all:
credentialing media, coordinating interviews
with artists, managing photographers.

Alum finds Nashville ringing with
music, creative energy and faith, too

T

hough Michigan native Lisa Valentine grew up
loving music, she never would have considered
striking out alone to seek her fortune in Music
City. But that was before her PBA experience.
“I was never much for leaving my comfort zone
before coming here,” she said. Then after the stretching
experiences of the Supper Honors Program, study
abroad, mission trips and experiential learning, this
2014 graduate packed up and moved to Nashville,
where she didn’t know a soul. With an internship there,
she got her foot in the door of the music industry, and
last year she landed her dream job as communications
coordinator of the Country Music Association (CMA).
As she reflected on that journey, Valentine recalled
that the honors program drew her to PBA in the first
place. She’s not a “sit in a lecture and be spoken to
kind of person,” so she loved studying the classics
and discussing them with honors students from
all different majors. “I think it taught me to think
critically and out of the box,” she said.
And then there were those tough English classes
under the meticulous Dr. Kathleen Anderson. “They
helped my writing so much.”
Valentine was a double major in marketing and
public relations. In Dr. Wes Jamison’s class Writing
for Public Relations each student had to pick an
organization and develop a hypothetical public
relations campaign for it. She picked CMA.
“Normally quiet and contemplative, Lisa became
outwardly animated and enthusiastic as she learned
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the principles of creating content for organizations,”
said Dr. Tom St. Antoine, honors program director.
For her senior “capstone” project in PR, her team
developed a branding campaign for a Canadian
organization, and Valentine was picked to travel to
Ontario and make the presentation.
She would finish PBA as the Outstanding Graduate
for the School of Communication and Media and also
for the Rinker School of Business. Along the way, she
served on a mission trip working with churches at
the Summer Olympics in London, and she went back
the following year for a London semester through the
David and Leighan Rinker Center for Experiential
Learning. She also took a trip to Nashville, finding the
city “very inspiring – so much creative energy; a lot of
collaboration.”
And so after graduating, Valentine snagged an
internship in Nashville. Next came a position with a
public relations agency, followed by a few contract jobs
helping with events. One of those contract jobs led to
her full-time position with CMA, a trade organization
known for its awards shows and the annual festival that
pretty much shuts down the city of Nashville.
In June at CMA Fest 2017 sold-out crowds packed
Nissan Stadium to hear some of country music’s
biggest stars. Valentine was in the thick of it all:
credentialing media, coordinating interviews with
artists, managing photographers. She coordinated a
team of 60-plus temporary staff across all of the stages
at the festival.

In the fall, CMA took part in a sorrowful, but
powerful vigil in Nashville after the mass shooting
at a country music festival in Las Vegas. Amy Grant,
her husband Vince Gill by her side, led the crowd in
prayer. Singer Keith Urban described the shooting
victims as “like family.” He said, “It’s the one thing

about country music that’s always been at the center of
it. It’s about community.”
That vigil, said Valentine, “came from the truest
parts of country music. It brought the community
together in a time that it needed it.”
Valentine also has been impressed by the outreach
the Country Music Association has with grants and
programs benefitting music education in schools
across the U.S. With her own passion for music, “to see
how much my organization gives back to the schools
and the teachers and to support that and to see what
music can do in a child’s life, I’m excited for that,” she
said.
Her job changes day-to-day; “that’s what’s fun about
it,” she said. She works at various events, writes press
releases and works on the CMA magazine. Through
all that she benefits from PBA “giving us practical
experience – not just book learning. And with PBA
there was so much open thinking and different types of
people, that I think prepared me to communicate with
people who thought differently, or to learn different
mindsets.” She treasured the opportunity to try new
things, and “just to dream bigger and to think bigger.”
Now Valentine finds herself working daily “with
some of the best people in the business. There’s so
much to learn from them,” she said. And that suits this
PBA grad just fine. Still not being content in a comfort
zone, she wants to “continuously keep learning and
growing.”
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Center for Integrative Science Learning

SUMMER CAMPS
Science Camp and Institute
June 4 – 8 and June 11-15

Frosty fair fiddlin'

It was a brisk, blowy evening at the South Florida
Fair on Jan. 14, so Katie Lubben fiddled wearing
gloves while Tom Lubben and the other members
of the Lubben Brothers band (all PBA alumni)
took to the stage in jackets. But the chilly weather
didn't deter PBA guests, as nearly 300 turned out
for PBA Night at the fair, eating together and later
joining a packed tent to hear Christian singer
Matthew West. West was introduced on stage by
Steve Eshelman, director of alumni relations.

Explore activities that relate to biology, chemistry, earth science, physics and
different aspects of natural disasters and the exciting world of survival.
Incoming 1st-5th graders

Institute 6th – 12th graders

Early Registration $175 by (April 30) SAVE $50!
Extended care available

Early Registration $250 by (April 30) SAVE $50!

Contact: Dr. Aleman, camp director, associate professor of chemistry, mireille_aleman@pba.edu

For more information or to register: www.pba.edu/summer-science-programs

NEW Classics Camp: The Trojan War
June 4 – 8

Explore the Trojan War through The Iliad and The Odyssey, Greek language,
hands-on projects, philosophy, ancient science, a guided art gallery tour and much more.
Middle school students – Incoming 6th – 8th graders
Early Registration $175 by (April 30) SAVE $25!

Contact: Dr. Stice, camp director, assistant professor of history, elizabeth_stice@pba.edu

For more information or to register: www.pba.edu/classics-camp-18
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Alumni couple finding their niche

Fighting the opioid crisis, serving students with intellectual and developmental disabilities

W

have expertise, we get better legislation.”
riting in the journal Christianity &
With a team of other pharmacists, Wulz developed
Pharmacy, Jordan Wulz ’15 Pharm.D.
and implemented a program to train others in using
recalled, “When I was a student at a
naloxone, a drug that’s saving the lives of drug
Christian pharmacy school, it was very easy to pray
overdose victims. He’s the primary author of an
with patients and share my faith with their families.”
article describing that program in the Journal of the
The PBA community encouraged this sharing, but
American Pharmacists Association.
after Wulz graduated and entered the public sector
“As public health advocates, pharmacists play a key
work force he found new and sometimes frustrating
role in preventing opioid overdose in the community,”
challenges to integrating his faith into his work.
his article concluded.
He learned new lessons about listening and prayer
Now as a professor back in his home
as he considered how best to show his hurting patients
state, Wulz wants to continue working
the love of Jesus. Now in a new role he can share
in public policy focusing on substance
those lessons openly with pharmacy students. Since
abuse. Meanwhile, two days a week he
August he’s been an assistant professor of
goes to Columbia St. Mary’s Hospital
pharmacy practice in another Christian
Milwaukee to practice pain management
university, while his wife, Hannah ’15,
with a pain management physician.
also has found a teaching post bringing
Wulz thinks back thankfully
“fulfilling Kingdom work.”
to his PBA professors and
Wulz joined the faculty of
mentors, and to the spiritual
Concordia University in Wisconsin,
nurturing that began with that
so close to his hometown of
foot-washing ceremony his
Milwaukee that it made the job
first week at the university.
a perfect fit. He called his first
He finished at PBA as the
semester as a professor “pretty
Outstanding Graduate of
crazy but a lot of fun.”
the Lloyd L. Gregory School
He came to the teaching job
of Pharmacy. And now he
after two years of residency at
serves his community with
Samford University in Alabama.
his PBA wife of nearly four
There he worked side by side
years, Hannah Speiller Wulz.
with primary care providers
She also began a teaching job
serving the indigent
in August, joining the faculty of
patient population seen
Shepherds College, a post-secondary
at the Jefferson County
school
for students with intellectual
Department of Health.
Hannah and Jordan Wulz
and developmental disabilities. She’s an
As Wulz earned his Master of Public
instructor and paraprofessional, teaching subjects such
Health degree at Samford, he became “very public
as personal finance and independent living skills.
health minded,” and he found himself on the front
“We teach relevant life skills so that our students
lines battling the opioid epidemic. In this battle he
are employable,” she said. “Simultaneously, we teach
joined a diverse team of professionals that included
Christian values so that our students recognize that all
Alabama state Rep. Jack Williams.
humans are limited and must rely on God for physical
“In Jefferson County in 2016 we had more drugand spiritual sustenance.” She’s found the experience
related deaths than we had homicides and automobile
deeply rewarding.
accident deaths combined,” said Williams. In a
“Working with individuals who have intellectual,
telephone interview he explained how the research
physical and behavioral obstacles is humbling,” she said.
and work done by Wulz and others brought public
“My students encourage me to always be asking the
awareness and will result in better laws to fight the
question: how can I bring glory to God just as I am?”
opioid crisis. “One thing I've learned,” Williams said,
“is that as I engage more people in the process who
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Journal articles by Dr. Jordan Wulz,
assistant professor of pharmacy
practice, Concordia University:
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◆The pharmacist role in the development and implementation of
a naloxone prescription program in Alabama, www.japha.org
◆Integrating Faith into Practice, www.cpfi.org/journal-christianity-a-pharmacy

Class Notes
(Send your note to alumni_update@pba.edu)

Eight PBA alumni got together Dec. 11 to watch the Miami Dolphins upset
the New England Patriots. From left are (front row): Steve Eshelman ’99,
Jeff Gordley ’97, Rob Sloan ’98; (back row): Karl Hein ’99, Joby Slay ’98,
Ryan Hobbie ’01, Devon Mayo ’02 and Alan Murphy Jr. ’05.

Donielle Mason Kazim ’96 and
her husband, Gary, welcomed the
birth of Melody Eden in June.
The baby joins sisters Faith and
Summer. Donielle homeschools
and practices law in Plantation,
Florida. She blogs to encourage
parents at
www.neveradollmoment.com.
Matthew Hamel ’98 was recently
named creative director for the
NFL Experience. Just opened in
November, The NFL Experience
is an interactive entertainment
attraction in the middle of Times
Square. Matthew lives in New York
City with his wife, award-winning
choreographer Tara Jeanne Vallee,
and their son, Aidan.

PBA volleyball alumni celebrated
the life of alumna Vanessa Merced
at Homecoming, enjoying many
happy memories and recalling
their amazing teammate. Pictured
from left are Tracy Williams
Holland, Leslie Hawkins
Edvenson ’94, Julie Morris
Menendez ’93, Sandy Stewart
Erneston ’93, Jenny Waters Carter
’94, Tracy Gulledge Springman ’92,
and coaches Bill Sherman and C.J.
Sherman.

Victoria Womack ’94/’97 M.S.
was married to Mark Van Wyhe
on Sept. 2, 2017, at The Club at
Ibis in West Palm Beach. They
live in Royal Palm Beach, Florida.
Victoria is a licensed mental
health counselor working at the
Palm Beach Atlantic University
Counseling Center.
Current Spring 2018
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Giving back:

Bridget Glass ’03/’17 M.S. is a
full-time therapist at the Center
for Child Counseling in Palm
Beach Gardens.
She and her
husband,
Aaron, recently
celebrated
16 years of
marriage. They
live in Jupiter,
Florida.

Heidi Frederick Ventura ’03/’06
MBA and her husband, Anthony,
announce the birth of their
daughter, Clara, born July 10.
They live in Readyville, Tennessee.
Email: pba.london@gmail.com
Rachel Blackmon Bryars ’04
is managing editor of
Yellowhammernews.com,
the flagship publication of
Yellowhammer Multimedia based
in Birmingham, Alabama. Her
husband, J. Pepper Bryars, is editor.
Jeremy Knee ’06 is assistant general
counsel at Utah Valley University in
Orem, Utah. He and his wife, Sarah
Howerton Knee ’06, live in Orem.
Shea Stockman ’07 and Becky
Stockman ’09 welcomed the
birth of their daughter, Remy,
on Feb. 24, 2017. They live in
West Palm Beach and are both
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Charlotte Taft Wilson ’15
Pharm.D. recently published
an article in the Journal of the
American Pharmacists Association
titled “Pharmacist-led depression
screening in an underserved,
multiethnic, diabetic population.”
She lives in Bloomfield, Indiana.

teachers in Palm Beach County
and own businesses on the side.
Shea owns Cyan Shores, a screen
printing company, and Becky
owns Comcapphoto, a lifestyle
portraiture company.

Brett Womack ’10 married
Raquel Hernandez on Dec. 4,
2016, at the Omni Orlando Resort
at Championsgate. They live in
Orlando.
Drew W. Barsalou ’10 has joined
the private wealth services practice
of Gunster, a
commercial
law firm that
operates 13 offices
throughout
Florida. Drew
graduated cum
laude from Stetson
University College of Law and also
holds the LL.M. in taxation from
the University of Miami School of
Law. He works in the firm’s West
Palm Beach office.

Robert Elliott Jr. ’15 and Megan
Nicole Perry ’17 were married in
June 2017. They live in Lake Clarke
Shores, Florida.
Ryan Arnst ’17 and Hannah
Deadman ’15 were married on
Oct. 8, 2017, at
Cantigny Park
in Wheaton,
Illinois. Ryan is
a photographer
and videographer
at Community
of Hope in
Loxahatchee and
Hannah is public
relations and
communications coordinator at
Loggerhead Marinelife Center
in Juno Beach. They live in West
Palm Beach.
Tom Lubben ’17 and Shana Terra
Lubben ’17 welcomed the birth
of Lazarus Jack Lubben on Sept.
4, 2017. Lazarus’ name, meaning
“God Will Help,” is a testament to
the many ways God carried the
Lubbens during the pregnancy:
they received four
baby showers
(two hosted on
PBA’s campus
and one by PBA
professors) and
were connected
to many
encouraging and
helpful families.

W

hat do you call twin
sisters who are so
committed to helping
others that they celebrate their
birthday by establishing a
scholarship at their alma mater?
The Dynamic Duo!
Natalie Alvarez and Gina Sabean
know what it is like to struggle
to go to college. Being the first in
their family to graduate from high
school and attend college, they
traveled a road to success filled with
challenges. Neither twin had the
resources right out of high school
to attend college. They had to work
for a few years before enrolling
in college courses. Palm Beach
Atlantic University was a good fit
for them because the MacArthur
School of Leadership offers classes
in the evening.
Alvarez remembers her time at
PBA as extremely difficult. While
she eagerly began classes in 2004,
several health issues caused her
to stop and start along the way,
including a breast cancer diagnosis
in 2008. Professors Audy Johnston,
Gerald Wright and Arthur Johnson
encouraged and supported Alvarez
to degree completion.
The twins are now enjoying
successful banking careers, Sabean
at PNC and Alvarez at Iberia Bank.
Sabean says that for a couple of
years they talked about giving back
to PBA in honor of the support and
education they received. With a
big birthday eminently arriving, it
was the perfect time to set up the
Dynamic Duo Scholarship.
The fact that they have a huge
network of family, friends and
colleagues helped them structure a
fundraising strategy around their
50th birthday celebration. Instead
of personal gifts, they asked people
to make gifts to the Dynamic

Now community and business leaders
themselves, twins establish new scholarship
for MacArthur School of Leadership

Natalie Alvarez, left, and Gina Sabean
Artwork by Monica Smiley

Duo Scholarship. The outpouring
of support for the scholarship is
proof that Alvarez and Sabean are
well loved and respected in our
community.
That is no surprise. They have
a passion for helping others. In
addition to volunteering and
supporting PBA, Alvarez also
is involved with the West Palm
Beach Library Foundation, Susan
G. Komen Foundation and
Executive Women of the Palm
Beaches. Sabean says she supports
everything that Alvarez gets her
involved in, but also works closely
with the United Way of Palm Beach
County, Quantum House and Stop

Children’s Cancer.
Through gifts from Alvarez and
Sabean and their friends and family,
the Dynamic Duo Scholarship
is fully endowed, meaning it
will provide scholarship support
each year for a deserving, female
student enrolled in the MacArthur
School of Leadership. Through
this initiative, Sabean and Alvarez
say they want to give females
with limited resources the same
opportunity they had to pursue a
college degree. The Dynamic Duo
invite other successful alumni to
follow their example and be creative
in blessing others by establishing
scholarships at PBA.

To learn about setting up new scholarship funds or giving to existing
funds, contact Vicki Pugh: vicki_pugh@pba.edu or (561) 803-2012
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Nursing
Milestone

At December commencement
Kettia Alusma and 18 others
became the first to earn PBA's
Doctor of Nursing Practice
(DNP) degree. This new degree
is seen as a powerful key in
meeting changing health care
needs across the nation. See
story on page 14. (Alusma is
shown here in her job at Boca
Raton Regional Hospital.)
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