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From the President

At the opening session of the Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) program were, from left, Associate Dean
Patrick Heyman, Dean Joanne Masella, Provost Gene Fant, Dr. Donna Murray and President Fleming.
Dear Friends,
As I welcomed new and
returning students during the first
chapel programs of the calendar
year, I reminded them of the
opportunities that a new year holds
for them. I rooted my message in
the word “meaningfulness.” As
Christians, we know that we can
only find true meaning in our lives
through a steadfast relationship
with Jesus Christ.
“I am the way, the truth and the
life. No one comes to the Father
except through me.” John 14:6. This
happens to be the Bible passage
referenced at the bottom of the
Christ window in the DeSantis
Family Chapel, and it is the
foundation of our faith. We hope
that everyone who comes in contact
with PBA, as a student, business
partner, volunteer, donor, faculty or
staff member, or even those passing
by, witnesses our commitment
to serving the Father through

exceptional academics, values and
faith and service to others.
As you will see through the
stories in this issue of Current,
our alumni, our students, our
faculty and our university friends
are pursuing meaningful lives, in
service to our Lord and others.
Our two Women of Distinction
honorees for 2015, Sheila Fine and
Joanie Van der Grift, are amazing
women who have committed their
lives to philanthropy and service.
Alumnus Chris Whaley has a
fascinating story about his journey
from wrestler to pastor to author,
and now sees his book becoming a
movie. New Trustee and alumnus
Scott Whitaker is leading the
most influential biotechnology
conference in the world, and when
interviewed he said that the core
values and biblical foundation
he gained at PBA are the things
that have helped him through
challenges in his life.

In this issue, we have highlighted
our newest program, the Doctor
of Nursing Practice, which is
training nurse practitioners who
will serve others in community
clinics, physician offices and
hospitals. Our nation is calling
for the doubling of the number
of nurse practitioners by the year
2020 to meet consumer and patient
demand. We are thrilled to answer
the call to develop this new and
impactful program and grateful
to the Quantum Foundation,
Palm Healthcare Foundation and
the William and Helen Thomas
Charitable Trust for assisting us in
funding its startup.
Pam and I wish you many
blessings in 2015, and continued
renewal in finding special meaning
in your relationship with Palm
Beach Atlantic University.
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DNP

New Program

is building

Healthcare

Leaders

Alums return: Carly
Campbell, nursing at
Delray Medical Center,
is one of 15 PBA grads
coming back for the
new nursing doctorate.
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L

ast month Palm Beach Atlantic’s Doctor of Nursing
Practice (DNP) program welcomed its inaugural class:
a full cohort of 24 nurses, 15 of them coming back as
alumni of PBA’s own baccalaureate nursing program.
“To me, that’s the greatest honor, that they would come
back to us again,” said Dr. Joanne Masella, dean of the School
of Nursing.
The new program opens after four years of praying,
planning and proposal writing, led by Masella and Dr. Patrick
Heyman, associate dean of nursing. Program graduates will be
able to pursue state licensure to become nurse practitioners,
in a profession seen as key to meeting the nation’s changing
healthcare needs.
Experts are calling for schools of nursing to double the
number of nurses with a doctorate by the year 2020. As
Palm Beach Atlantic does its part to meet that need, Masella
said the new graduate program offers the same distinctives
long enjoyed by PBA students: faith-based instruction and
individual attention.
“We know our students well,” said Masella. “We work really
hard to meet all their individual needs and goals. I think they
will get a much more personal experience here, plus they will
be growing in their faith at the same time.”
That’s what drew Carly Campbell to PBA in the first
place, and now she’s excited to come back for her graduate
degree. “I feel so supported here,” said Campbell, who
earned her bachelor’s degree last May, and now nurses in the
emergency room at Delray Medical Center. “I love and trust
the professors,” she said. “I feel like the professors here are so
interested in building a conducive learning environment.”
Campbell and her classmates will earn 74 hours of graduate
credit, spread over nine semesters. Each year two cohorts of
students will begin the program, one in the spring semester
and one in the fall.

Designed for nursing professionals with
bachelor’s degrees, PBA’s DNP curriculum is
a hybrid of online instruction and face-toface sessions. The program opens with the
help of startup grants from Palm Healthcare
Foundation, the William and Helen Thomas
Charitable Trust and Quantum Foundation.
“Growing a robust local healthcare
workforce is an integral part of our strategy
to ensure a healthier county,” said Eric Kelly,
Quantum Foundation’s president.“We need to
partner with committed institutes of learning
like Palm Beach Atlantic to make that happen.”
The DNP is a practice-focused doctorate,
as opposed to the research-focused Ph.D.,
explained Dr. Donna Murray, associate
professor of nursing and director of the DNP
Family Nurse Practitioner track. “There’s a
lot of practicum involved,” she said. “These
students will go out into the community and
they will be in a primary care setting for quite
a bit of hours.”
Ultimately each student will identify a
particular healthcare need for which she or
he has a passion. Then students will conduct
research in those areas as part of a scholarly
capstone project. The goal, said Murray,
is to be very creative and build evidencebased findings to yield quality improvement
outcomes in healthcare.
Murray joined the PBA faculty last year,
after serving as a family nurse practitioner
(Continued on following page)

Proud dean

Dr. Joanne Masella, dean of the
School of Nursing, shoots photos
at orientation for the school's new
Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP)
program. In January the opening
class of DNP students began their
studies, in a nine-semester program
that combines online instruction
and face-to-face sessions.
CURRENT SPRING 2015
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(Continued from previous page)
for more than 10 years. She saw
first-hand the trends putting
pressure on the healthcare
system: increased patient load
and increased complexity of
cases.
“Our first baby boomers
turned 65 in 2011,” said Murray.
“They’re living longer, but
unfortunately, some of them will
have those complexities such as
high blood pressure, diabetes,
heart problems, and they will
have to have someone who will
take care of them.”
The scope of practice for
family nurse practitioners
varies from state to state. In
Florida, said Murray, “you can
diagnose and treat patients, write
prescriptions and make referrals
to specialists.” Family nurse
practitioners can help fill the gap
caused by a shortage of primary
care physicians, she said.
The DNP program here
also includes much study in
healthcare policy. “We are
grooming these graduates for
a strong leadership position,”
said Murray, “whether it’s
healthcare, policy, politics, being
that CEO of a hospital, being
that independent practitioner
or entrepreneur who will own
their own businesses. This all
encompasses what the doctor of
nursing practice degree is.”
“The DNP is more than
simply preparing nurse
practitioners to take care of
one patient or family at a time,”
said Associate Dean Heyman.
“It’s about helping them to see
the larger picture, to take on
leadership roles, to be able to
impact entire communities.”
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Is there a
doctor in
the house
(plane)?

T

he Doctor of Nursing
Practice is a “practicefocused” doctorate, so
students will translate theory
into practice, using “a lot of
application,” said Dr. Donna
Murray, director of PBA’s Family
Nurse Practitioner track. As
a veteran nurse practitioner,
Murray has done plenty of
“application” herself, but not at
30,000 feet—until last fall.
Murray was flying out to
a national DNP conference
in Nashville when the airline
speakers sounded: “If there’s
anyone medical aboard, please!
We need your help.”
A 58-year-old female
passenger had passed out.
Murray, a medic student and a
trauma nurse responded to the
call, and they found the woman
with slow, weak pulse and very
low blood pressure. Murray
asked for the plane’s emergency
medical bag.
“Wait a second,” replied a
flight attendant. To open the
bag, she said, “there needs to
be someone with a license:
medical personnel. What is your
background?”
“I’m a nurse practitioner,
family practice, with a doctoral
degree,” said Murray. She
quickly signed paperwork, taking
ownership of the situation,
and pulled an IV kit out of the
medical bag.
“We got the IV in on the first
try,” recalled Murray, and in
about two minutes the patient
started to “peak up,” aroused by
the fluids.

Dr. Donna Murray
The pilot had asked if he
should divert the plane to a
nearby airport, but Murray
responded, “Tell the pilot: ‘Keep
it rolling. We can make it to
Atlanta.’”
Some long minutes later, the
plane descended very fast for an
emergency landing in Atlanta,
Murray and her helpers jostling
without seatbelts, hanging on to
the patient and the IV bag.
“And we had the hardest
landing, with all of this,” said
Murray. When the plane stopped,
the door flew open, and airport
medics came running in. Murray
told them all she had done and
observed about the patient.
“You got an IV!” said a medic.
“Oh, my goodness. Thank you so
much.”
“In the end,” recalled Murray,
“after the medics took her away,
I’m walking up the aisle, all the
way from the back, and everyone
is whistling, and clapping:
‘Whoo! You rock, you rock!’ It
was the most embarrassing
moment.”
The pilot and flight attendants
gave Murray many “thank you”s,
plus more paperwork to sign,
and soon she was hustling off to
catch her connecting flight to the
DNP conference.
As she rushed by all the other
travelers in the busy Atlanta
airport, she thought to herself:
This just didn’t happen. Then she
thought: God is good. Another
life that you just helped out.

News briefs
And details on the Web

University employee of the year
Alice Lee, database administrator for Campus Information
Services, was named PBA’s 2014 Employee of the Year. She and
her team manage Jenzabar, the higher education management
system used across campus. Colleagues described Lee as one
dedicated to helping others and consistently making a profound
impact on her department as well as on the entire University.
www.pba.edu/Employee-of-the-Year-Lee-14

Women of Distinction scholarships
Seniors Emily Hardman of Sarasota and Kimberly LittleJohn of
Wellington have been selected to receive Palm Beach Atlantic
University’s Women of Distinction scholarships. The students
will deliver the welcome and invocation at the annual Women
of Distinction luncheon on Feb. 17 at The Breakers, Palm
Beach. www.pba.edu/Women-of-Distinction-2015-Scholars

Pastor challenges December grads
The Rev. Gerald Kisner challenged PBA’s fall graduates to “look
for ways that God can use you to bring about justice, peace,
liberation and equality for all of God’s children.” Kisner, pastor
of Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church in West Palm Beach,
spoke during the Dec. 13 commencement at the Palm Beach
County Convention Center. Nearly 200 students graduated.
www.pba.edu/fall-commencement-14

Two LeMieux fellows named
Junior Evan Berlanti and senior Molly Michael have been
selected to receive research fellowships from The LeMieux
Center for Public Policy at Palm Beach Atlantic. The fellows
receive a stipend to cover the cost of an independent study
course as well as ongoing research guidance from former U.S.
Sen. George LeMieux. www.pba.edu/second-lemieux-fellows

Fabulousi-Tea
14th Alumnae
Afternoon Tea &
Silent Auction

To benefit the
Alumni Association Scholarship Fund
at Palm Beach Atlantic University

Save the Date
Saturday, May 2, 2015
Country Club at Mirasol
For tickets: http://bit.ly/pba-tea15

Administrative changes announced
Dr. Craig Domeck has been named dean of the MacArthur
School of Leadership. Dr. Jim Laub, who previously served
as dean, has become director of the graduate program in
leadership. Domeck had been dean of the Central Florida
campuses. Dr. Jeremy Couch has been appointed executive
director of the Orlando campus.
www.pba.edu/administrative-personnel-14
CURRENT SPRING 2015
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From
rookie
to CNN
pro

W

Journalism students Victoria
Vartan, David Williams, Michael
Bracewell and James Hall
(reflected in the monitor)

88
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hen Chris Moody
’07 encourages
PBA journalism
students to “tell stories other
people are not telling,” they see
he practices what he preaches.
“I don’t think anyone had
ever done an interview on
a surfboard with a member
of Congress,” said Moody,
clicking open a video to show
a journalism class here. And
sure enough, there on the
screen sat Moody, floating
on a surfboard, chatting with
Hawaii Rep. Tulsi Gabbard as
she sat on her board.
The video cut to Gabbard
slicing through the waves,
with an up-close view from
a camera on the end of
Gabbard’s board, and then
an aerial shot from a drone.
It’s all part of Moody’s style:
interview politicians in a
relaxed setting, coax them
away from their scripted
talking points and use all
the bells and whistles of
technology to help you tell the
story.
That style’s working like
a charm for Moody. His
Gabbard video ran on Yahoo
News, his previous employer.

‘This was the first
interview with the vice
presidential candidate this
cycle, and no one else had
gotten it. And I’m terrified.’
--PBA grad Chris Moody tells students
how he broke into national news coverage

By the time of his late
October visit to that PBA
journalism class, he had
landed a job with CNN as
senior digital correspondent.
Then he was off and running
to cover the mid-term
elections, writing magazinestyle stories for CNN, and
going on TV to talk about
them.
Moody is the grandson
of PBA’s founding president,
Dr. Jess C. Moody, and the
husband of PBA grad Cristina
Caraballo ’07, who went on
to earn her law degree from
Catholic University.
Moody majored in
political science here, but
took a journalism elective
that began to shift the course
of his life. As a senior, he
headed to Washington, D.C.
for a journalism internship.
A week after he arrived to
cover a certain member of
Congress, that congressman
became embroiled in a
huge scandal, so this rookie
journalist covered the
scandal, rubbing shoulders
with political reporters who
had written on national
politics for decades.

Coming back to PBA
after his Washington stint,
Moody did internships at the
Palm Beach Post and News
Channel 5, riding his bike
to the newsrooms because
he didn’t have a car. After
graduating, he went to India
for several months, working
at Home for the Dying, a
mission started by Mother
Theresa. Experiences like
that “will change your life,”
Moody told the journalism
students, “and will color the
way you do your reporting
in the future. The way I tell
stories and the stories I seek
out are influenced by those
experiences.”
After India he worked once
again in Washington, first as
a hungry freelancer, and later
full-time with a think tank,
the Cato Institute. Dr. Linda
Raeder, one of Moody’s PBA
political science professors,
had recommended him for
the Cato position, and she
saw him “really run with the
ball,” doing social media and
attacking his job with drive
and focus.
(Continued on next page)
CURRENT SPRING 2015
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See Moody clips:

Links to two of the first stories
Moody reported for CNN:
www.cnn.it/1sYuChe
www.cnn.it/1yMprcw

Chris Moody in the Washington, D.C., newsroom of CNN, working with producer Jeff Simon.
(Continued from previous page)

passed on their own, and some of them came in right
at the middle of the night, when not a lot of people are
“He’s a very hard working, conscientious, intelligent, looking.”
personable young man who is really going places,” said
David Williams, a PBA junior from Jacksonville,
Raeder. “We’re very, very proud of him.”
was among the journalism students hearing Moody’s
Next Moody moved to the Daily Caller, and after a
political tales when he visited Dr. Michael Ray
year Yahoo News hired him to cover the presidential
Smith’s class in October. It was not a lecture, but “a
race. At one point the cameras turned on Moody, when good conversation with us,” said Williams. “He was
Congressman Paul Ryan sat down for an
definitely really helpful.”
interview over a chili dog. “This was the
Moody told the students they can
‘You’re able to
first interview with the vice presidential
use
their social media experience and
tell a better story.
candidate this cycle, and no one else
the technology they learn here as tools
It stands out,
had gotten it,” Moody said. “And I’m
that many veteran journalists don’t
because no one
terrified. And every camera and boom
have. Also, he said, “there are not very
else
is
seeing
the
mic is hovering over me.”
many people in national media who
world the way
These days Moody appears quite
come from Christian backgrounds,
you
do.’
at ease in front of the camera. With
and you all, because of your knowledge
--Moody, to PBA
CNN he has reported major stories,
and background, can see parts of the
students
continuing to make a name for himself
story that other people can’t. You’re
as a watchdog in national politics. In
able to tell a better story. It stands out,
December, Jon Stewart’s popular “The Daily Show”
because no one else is seeing the world the way you do.
aired a clip of Moody explaining a $1.1 trillion
And I’m not just talking about writing for Christian
omnibus spending bill: “A lot of lawmakers use this
publications; I’m talking about writing for the New
opportunity, a must-pass bill, to slip in a lot of special
York Times.”
interest provisions that they probably could not get

10
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Back to serve
New PBA trustee is 1991 grad

L

Nickles “was a rising star in the Senate,” said
Whitaker, “and I caught on at the right time. I was just
wonderfully placed in his office. I think God puts you
in places.”
Whitaker worked his way up to positions of more
and more responsibility, along the way earning a
master’s degree from Johns Hopkins University. At
HHS he served as the top liaison to the White House
on policy, management and political matters.
In 2009 the PBA Alumni Association presented
Whitaker its Distinguished Alumnus Award. He joined
the Board of Trustees effective Jan. 1, 2015.

ong before he tackled the challenges of national
politics or the biotechnology world, Scott
Whitaker found himself challenged by Dr.
Jack Calhoun, professor of political science at Palm
Beach Atlantic.
“One of the great things about my time here was Dr.
Calhoun challenging me to defend what I believed,”
he said. Whitaker, PBA’s newest member of the Board
of Trustees, graduated in 1991, by then a veteran of
‘Those core values of Palm Beach
numerous robust discussions with Calhoun.
Atlantic and the rich tradition from a
“Well, why do believe it that way?” Calhoun would
biblical standpoint give you a solid base
challenge, after Whitaker explained his positions.
for all the challenges you face.’
“I was challenged in my thinking here to be open--Whitaker
minded before you arrive at a conclusion,” said
“When I’m back here, I’m always reminded that
Whitaker. “Being open-minded in the sense that you’re
willing to engage people and think differently than you I am where I am today because of PBA,” he said.
“At the end of the day, those core values of Palm
might normally think.
“And another thing I learned here was just the value Beach Atlantic and the rich tradition from a biblical
standpoint give you a solid base for all the challenges
of hard work,” he said. “And the core value of working
you face. I’m really grateful for all that I learned
hard in Washington helped me persevere and get to
positions that I wouldn’t have thought a poor kid from here, and it’s a real honor and a thrill to be back in
a different capacity to help the school, so I’m really
South Florida would have been able
looking forward to it.”
to do.”
University President William
Whitaker is now CEO and
M.
B. Fleming Jr. called Whitaker
president of the BIO International
an exemplary alumnus, “with a
Convention with the Biotechnology
national record of public service
Industry Organization (BIO) in
leadership and a passion for
Washington, D.C. Prior to joining
Sailfish athletics.” Whitaker played
that trade association, he was chief of
basketball as a Sailfish, and he
staff of the HHS, the Department of
recalls “a lot of great memories”
Health & Human Services, a cabinet
from those road trips playing
agency with 67,000 employees and
hoops.
a budget of $550 billion. He had
Fleming said Whitaker has a
been nominated for a HHS post by
comprehensive
understanding
President George W. Bush.
of issues and trends in science,
Whitaker grew up in Hobe
technology, engineering and
Sound, Florida, and tasted the
mathematics. These STEM matters
bustling world of D.C. politics
“are highly valued by our science
before he graduated from PBA.
Scott
Whitaker
and healthcare faculty,” said the
Through the American Studies program
president. “We are thankful for Scott’s
of the Council for Christian Colleges
willingness to serve his alma mater at this exciting
& Universities (CCCU), he interned one semester in
the offices of Oklahoma Republican Sen. Don Nickles. time.”
Whitaker and his wife Michelle live in Falls Church,
There this PBA student so proved himself that after
Virginia
with their three children.
graduating he landed a full-time job with Nickles.
CURRENT SPRING 2015
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Mental health
needs drive
native of
Pittsburgh

of Distinction

Sheila Reicher Fine

O

ne day Sheila Reicher Fine
read a newspaper account
of “a very successful, gutsy
entrepreneur” who took his own
life, a story so tragic, she said, “I
just couldn’t get it out of my soul.”
That suicide story spurred her to
seminal work in mental health, for
which she’ll be honored as one of
PBA’s Women of Distinction 2015.
“When Bill Fleming called and
said ‘We really want to honor you
in your work in mental health,’ I
started to cry on the phone,” she
said, “because it validates what I
care about.”
The annual Women of
Distinction luncheon will be held
Feb. 17 at The Breakers, Palm
Beach.
Fine splits her time between
homes in Palm Beach and her

12
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native Pittsburgh. She founded
LEAD Pittsburgh, the acronym
meaning Leading Education and
Awareness for Depression. She sees
education and awareness as major
keys in treating and preventing
depression. “I learned how
common it is,” she said. “I learned
that it’s on Main Street.”
With the help of various mental
health professionals, LEAD has
developed a curriculum to help
young people develop the ability
to adapt to adverse or changing
circumstances. “We’re focusing
on prevention now, and working
with college students,” Fine
said, “because 18 to 24 is a very
vulnerable age” for depression and
other mental health problems.
In addition to her work in
mental health, over the years Fine

has been involved in a wide range
of other community involvement,
in South Florida and the Pittsburgh
area as well. That habit of helping
began when she was a youngster.
“I am sure that my mother
would be delighted to know that
her little girl who was constantly
bringing strangers off the street for
her to feed would one day channel
these tendencies to public service
in a safer domain,” she said. “Caring
for others, especially those less
fortunate or struggling, helps to
repair the world and to keep us
connected to one another.”
Fine and her husband Milt have
a combined family of six adult
children and 15 grandchildren.
Her late husband was Zell “Buz”
Reicher.

Feb. 17 luncheon to honor
two Palm Beach residents
For information and tickets, call (561) 803-2971

Animal rescue,
homeless are
her passions

A

s Joan R. "Joanie" Van
der Grift cheerfully
coaxes three little dogs
and a German shepherd onto the
patio sofa for a photo, you get
the idea she’d be tickled to add
another half dozen pups to the
party. “Animal rescue: that’s been
my passion forever,” she said. “I

love dogs. I love animals.” For her
work in animal rescue and other
community service, she’s been
named one of PBA’s Women of
Distinction 2015.
The annual Women of
Distinction luncheon will be held
Feb. 17 at The Breakers, Palm
Beach. Proceeds from the luncheon
benefit a scholarship for deserving
female students at PBA.
Van der Grift lives in Palm
Beach with her husband Paul,
who sums up her others-centered
outlook like this: “For her, it’s either

Paul and Joanie Van der Grift, with Leo, Max, Teddy and Angel.
Behind them is one of her beach photos.

of Distinction
about the children or it’s about the
animals or it’s about the homeless
or elderly people, those that need
protectors, advocates.”
Van der Grift is president of
the board of the Peggy Adams
Animal Rescue League. She’s led in
fundraising and has also produced
two videos to raise awareness for
the organization.
An avid photographer, she revels
in nature scenes, but she’s also used
her camera skills to document the
plight of homeless people and to
promote efforts to help them.
“When I photograph things that
are beautiful, on the beach, and
nature, I really feel God’s presence,”
she said. “When I photograph
street people or homeless people, I
just feel like it’s very real. There’s a
reality there that sometimes we can
all forget: people’s struggles.”
Van der Grift produced two
videos about the homeless in
Palm Beach County, and served
on the board of The Homeless
Coalition. She helped raise funds
for the Senator Philip D. Lewis
Center, which opened in 2012 as
the county’s first homeless resource
center. More than 100 of Van der
Grift’s landscape photos adorn the
walls of the center.
Joan and Paul Van der Grift
are parents of two PBA alumni,
Frederic “Fritz” and Miriam
“Mimi” Van der Grift. Mimi is
pursuing a master's degree in
general counseling at PBA. In
addition, Joan has a daughter,
Alexis S. Byrne.

CURRENT SPRING 2015
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Community

Gathering in person
and online, parents
lift up the needs of
the PBA family

Graphic by
Angela Schrock '11

“One of the special things is that it’s not
just the PBA community that ends up
praying over that list. That list is spread
far and wide, and we all know the power
of prayer.” --Mary Jacobs

A

nxiety. Wisdom teeth
extractions. Car trouble.
Homesickness. Health
problems. Roommate dynamics.
With all the problems college
students might face, it’s enough to
keep parents awake at night.
You’ve loved and protected these
sons and daughters for 18 years,
and now they’re perhaps hundreds
or thousands of miles away from
your care. They might not even tell
you when there’s a problem. What

14
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can you do besides worry?
“Sometimes, the only line we
have with our kids is prayer,”
said Doris Thebeau. She made a
suggestion that developed into a
community of prayer, where each
month PBA parents pray together
for specific needs of students and
then rejoice to see God meet those
needs.
Thebeau’s son Eric came to Palm
Beach Atlantic in 2010, leaving
a concerned mom at home. “I’ve

always prayed for Eric, before he
was even born,” she said. So she
asked whether the University had
a time for parents to pray together.
The question came to PBA staffer
Mary Jacobs.
“And my thought was, Wow!
There should be, but there isn’t
anything formalized,” said
Jacobs. She is director of parent
relations and special projects
at the University, and she went
to work with her considerable

organizational skills. Fast-forward
to 2015, and you see parents
coming together to pray monthly,
some gathering at the University
and others agreeing in prayer from
their homes many miles away.
Using a list of 1,200 parent email
addresses, Jacobs sends out requests
for prayer needs. She then compiles
a prayer list and emails it back to
the parents, inviting them to pray,
and setting the day and time of the

‘There is no distance
that can interfere with
our prayers. Yeah!’
wrote another parent.

can send in a request, something
that their student or family is going
through, and know that thousands
of people are praying.
“One of the special things is that
it’s not just the PBA community
that ends up praying over that list,”
Jacobs said. Parents share those
prayer needs with their friends and
church groups. “That list is spread
far and wide, and we all know the
power of prayer.”
Dan and Lisa DeVinney, parents
of sophomore Jason DeVinney,
understand that power of prayer.
They had planned to attend the
prayer meeting during a Family
Weekend, but Dan was diagnosed
with kidney cancer and faced
surgery. Dan’s own parents went to
the prayer meeting instead. “And
they were just made to feel very
comfortable and very loved,” said
Dan. “It was very reassuring to
know that there were that many
people that cared and were praying
for me.” After prayer and successful
surgery, he said, “there’s no more

cancer; everything’s clean.”
Other parents report answers to
prayer regarding finances and other
practical needs. And Mary Jacobs
has seen parents step forward to
offer help beyond simply praying.
“They don’t just read the prayer
list,” she said. “They pray on it and
act upon it.” For example, hearing
of a student with car trouble, a
parent might respond with “my
neighbor owns a repair shop.” Or
learning that a student can’t afford
to fly home for a special need, a
parent might offer to buy the plane
ticket.
“So for me to see people reach
out and really extend a helping
hand has been incredible,” said
Jacobs. “It’s so encouraging, and
it furthers my belief of just how
special the PBA family is.”

Parents Prayer Meeting. The next
meeting, for example, will be at 9
a.m. on Friday, Feb. 20.
“We usually start with coffee
To receive the prayer list
and Danish, a bit of fellowship so
or add a request, email
people can share who their student
Mary_jacobs@pba.edu
is, what their student’s involved in,”
said Jacobs, “and it gives a sense
of community of who’s gathered
to pray.” And at the same time,
a larger community “gathers,” as
other parents pray across the miles,
from Texas, New Jersey, Delaware,
Oklahoma and beyond.
“I always read your emails,”
wrote one mom from Mexico,
“and am so happy to be able to do
something long distance.”
“There is no distance that can
interfere with our prayers. Yeah!”
wrote another parent.
“It’s my joy and honor” to pray,
said a 1992 PBA grad who now has
a student here. “And I’m so thankful
for the people who prayed for me.”
Among those praying longdistance are military parents
overseas. “They’re so far away, yet
they can be a part of the PBA family
by praying,” said Jacobs. “Or they
Doris Thebeau, left, and Mary Jacobs after a Parents Prayer Meeting
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All performances begin at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, February 27, 2015
Jazz at Lincoln Center
Featuring Ken Peplowski,
clarinetist, with special guests
Generously underwritten by
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ramos

Bringing people together through
swing, with an electrifying program
of classics and moderns.

Friday, March 20, 2015
Carpe Diem Quartet
Generously underwritten by
Darlene and Jerry Jordan

Innovative performances reflecting
passions for Gypsy, tango, folk, pop,
rock and jazz-inspired music alongside
the traditional string quartet repertoire.

Friday, April 17, 2015
PBA Symphony and Violinist
Lin Chang, Exotic Breezes
Generously underwritten by
PBA Preparatory Department

International performer Lin Chang is
co-director of the School of Music
at the East China Normal University
in Shanghai, China.

All performances in the Helen K. Persson Recital Hall
in Vera Lea Rinker Hall except for the final concert,
which will be in the DeSantis Family Chapel on campus.
For tickets, call Palm Beach Atlantic University
Ticket Central: (561) 803-2970
or email ticket_central@pba.edu
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Crippled Amahl
gives up his
only crutch
DeSantis Family Chapel came alive
with music and dance before Christmas
with “Amahl and the Night Visitors,”
presented by The Opera Workshop
in the School of Music and Fine Arts.
Brothers Devin and Blake Dykstra
took turns in the role of Amahl, a poor
crippled boy.
Above, Amahl (Blake) took his first
steps without his crutch, much to the
amazement of the Page (Carlos Plaza).
At top right, King Kaspar (Leo
Williams) showed some of his treasure

to Amahl (Blake). At bottom right,
King Balthazar (Josiah French) told
Amahl (Devin) about the three
kings’ search for a newborn king.
This Christmas opera by GianCarlo Menotti was the first opera
ever composed for television.
Marilyn Mims was producing
director of the production here.
Back cover photo: Dancers,
from left, Brittany Green, Krista
Everson and Talley Wright
entertained the three kings who
visited the home of Amahl and his
mother.
For upcoming music, theatre
and dance productions visit:
www.pba.edu/performances
CURRENT SPRING 2015
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спадщина:

Dr. Victor A. Copan, Associate Professor
of Ministry, Leadership and Biblical Studies
and chair of the Ministry Department
•B.A., Columbia International University
•M.A., M.Div., Trinity International University
•Ph.D., University of Vienna
•Author of "St. Paul as Spiritual Director"
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Dr. Paul Copan, The Pledger Family Chair
Professor of Philosophy and Ethics
•B.A., Columbia International University
•M.A., M.Div., Trinity International University
•Ph.D., Marquette University
•Author or editor of 30 books, including "Did
God Really Command Genocide? Scripture,
Ethics, and Israelite Warfare"
•Numerous book chapters and articles: see
www.paulcopan.com

Heritage:
Professor
brothers
look to
lessons
from Dad

Wooden bowls
from Ukraine

W

hat makes someone become a scholar,
wounded overwhelmed me completely.”
a missionary, an apologist or a discipleAt age 16, in the bombed-out ruins of a Hungarian
maker? And what points one toward a life
village, Valery found a copy of a German New
of gratefulness and service? To understand brothers
Testament, and he struggled to understand the
Victor and Paul Copan, you must first understand
language. “As I was straining my mind and heart in
their heritage, starting with a fatherless family near
my reading, I felt that someone stood watching me,” he
starvation in Ukraine.
recalled. “As I turned around, I saw a German soldier
Millions died in the Holodomor, a famine believed
in a brand new uniform with a smile on his face.”
engineered by Joseph Stalin to eradicate the freedom“Turns out this soldier was a Lutheran pastor who
minded people of Ukraine. In the bitter winter of 1933, then led him to the Lord,” said Victor. Shortly after
7-year-old Valery Copan struck out to forage after his
that, they broke the ice on a river in Hungary so Valery
father died.
could be baptized, with mortar shells
‘My father
“I was very skinny and I was very
going off in the background.
weak, but by the mercy of God I tried
“His encounter with Christ was such
would have to
to find some food for my starving
a marked turning point that he really
track
down
mice
family,” wrote Valery, in his memoirs.
became one of the happiest men that I’ve
and squirrels
“My father would have to track
ever met,” said Victor. “His life is defined
to their nests
down mice and squirrels to their
by gratefulness, and he passed that on
nests in order to dig up what they had
to all the kids. And so there was really
in order to dig
stored so his family could eat,” said
no bitterness at all because of what he
up
what
they
Paul Copan. And the wisp of a boy dug
had gone through, just a gratefulness for
had stored so
through the snow with his bare hands
being saved, body and soul.”
his family could
to find the hidden larder of the field
Fast forward to the 1970s, and you
mice.
see
what Victor means by “all the kids.”
eat.’
“I was extremely happy when I
Valery had married a Latvian woman
--Paul Copan
found a handful of grain, which I
with a German/Austrian background,
crushed in a mortar and cooked a
a strong faith, a love for music, and
very thin soup or some semblance of it,” wrote Valery.
“beautiful green eyes.” Now living in Cleveland, they
“Besides, I would cut the branches of a cherry tree and raised seven kids, somehow getting by on Valery’s
cook a tea, which had a delicious flavor.”
small salary from his pastorate of a Russian Ukrainian
He survived the starving time only to be taken by
Evangelical Baptist Church.
the Germans as a forced laborer at the age of 14. By
“My parents worked very hard to make ends meet,”
now, World War II was raging. “I was emotionally
said Paul. Sometimes when times were tight, the
devastated to see the black smoke and numerous
doorbell would ring and the kids would answer it to
bodies of the wounded that were transported by the
find bags of food left there by church members.
hay wagons,” wrote Valery. “The sight of the suffering
(Continued on next page)
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Valery and
Valtraut Copan,
married 64 years

(Continued from previous page)
dean of the School of Ministry.
“We didn’t feel like we were impoverished,” said
“It’s worked out beautifully,” said Mahanes. Paul
Paul. “We had a big family and a lot of love, and it was
“is an excellent writer and an excellent apologist,”
a happening place and we enjoyed being with each
said Mahanes, while Victor “is very, very good at the
other.”
concept of spiritual formation and discipleship. It was
Valery’s wife Valtraut was an accomplished
God’s timing, putting those two brothers together.”
musician, having studied under famed conductor
The Copan clan now includes three PBA alumni:
Herbert von Karajan. “So we grew up playing
Victor’s daughter Annaliesa ’11 and Paul’s children
instruments and playing a little orchestra as the Copan Johanna ’13 and Peter ’14. At PBA, Peter did research
Family,” said Paul.
on education reform after being awarded
Family dinner in the small kitchen
a fellowship from the LeMieux Center for
‘You see
“was always rather loud,” recalled Victor,
Public Policy. He is now doing fieldwork
Christ’s
who is the older of the two. They’d often
in New Delhi, India as part of his
transforming
begin with a song, either in Russian or
graduate study in transformational urban
power and
German. (Both Victor and Paul grew up
leadership from Azusa Pacific University.
sustenance
speaking Russian, German and English.)
Johanna, who is living and working in
when you look
After the meal, the family would kneel
Paris, France, recently reflected upon the
at his life.’
and pray, one-by-one, from the youngest
life of her grandfather, who is now 91.
--Granddaughter
to the oldest.
“Though life and world events are
Johanna Copan,
Fast-forward once more, and you see
often
out of our control, they can be
PBA grad
that from those roots of faith Victor and
endured and redeemed by God’s grace
Paul went on to study theology at Trinity International in even more beautiful ways if one responds to these
University in Deerfield, Illinois. Victor later moved
hurdles as my grandfather did,” Johanna said. “You see
to Austria to minister to college students, while Paul
Christ’s transforming power and sustenance when you
worked with Ravi Zacharias International Ministries.
look at his life. How my grandfather has responded to
They got together again in 2004, recruited to Palm
life’s hard times has impacted those around him as well
Beach Atlantic by Dr. Ken Mahanes, who was then
as future generations. What a legacy!”

20

CURRENT SPRING 2015

Rescue:

Biologist came back to turtles
after her own rehabilitation

T

he PBA alumna and research scientist coming
shape her recovery gave this assignment: “Write down
here to speak next month got her start in sea
the top 10 things you would do if money were no
turtle conservation at the age of 4.
issue.”
Kimberly J. Reich grew up in Palm Beach Shores,
“The first thing on the list was to study large marine
just walking distance from the beach, where her father vertebrates in the ocean,” recalled Reich. “But I’d be
explained to her the
45 by the time I got a Ph.D.,” she told her
dangerous journey
counselor.
of just-hatched sea
“So?” replied the counselor. “God
turtles heading to the
willing, you’ll be 45 anyway. And you can
ocean. Baby turtles
either be kicking yourself because you
became confused by
didn’t step out and take the chance or you
manmade lighting
can be celebrating your Ph.D. on your
and stumbled into
45th birthday.”
roadside storm
Reich took up the challenge. She came
drains, but then
to PBA because of the reputation of the
along came little Kim
biology department, and she dug into her
and her father to the
new field of study. “Here I was, 35 years
rescue.
old, coming back to school in a totally
“As a 4-year-old I
different area,” she said. “I wasn’t sure I
was running around
could do it.” But her professors “never
the storm drain
doubted,” she said. “My professors were
Dr. Kimberly J. Reich
system in Palm Beach
all such great mentors for me.”
Shores and picking up hatchlings and putting them in
After earning her biology degree here in 1998,
a bucket and passing them up to my dad,” she said.
Reich went to Texas A&M for her master’s. Her
These days, Reich still comes to the rescue of marine research there on green turtles validated a 50-year-old
animals, now with the help of her own high-tech
hypothesis and resulted in a paper featured in the New
research. For example, her Ph.D. dissertation for the
York Times and on National Public Radio.
University of Florida explained “sea turtle life history
Reich is now director of the Trophic Ecology and
patterns revealed by stable isotope analyses.”
Sea Turtle Research Lab and Sea Turtle Recovery
Reich will make the keynote presentation at Focus
Program at Texas A&M. Her work there includes a
on Your Future, the annual Interdisciplinary Research
partnership with Qatar University under a millionConference set for March 25-26 at the Warren Library. dollar grant to help Qatar sea turtles.
She has a long list of honors, research grants and
To PBA students and others considering a career
peer-reviewed publications to her credit, but she came in research, she offers this advice: “Be broad, openback to her fascination with animal science only after a minded and think outside the box. And study hard.”
personal tragedy and career change.
It’s worked for her.
After studying business administration and rising
to an executive position with the parent company of
Research Conference
Bloomingdale’s, Reich was regularly flying around
"Focus on Your Future"
the country to prestigious department stores. Then a
March 25-26, - Warren Library
serious car crash left her with a broken neck and put
www.pba.edu/interdisciplinary-research-conference
her out of work for two years. A counselor helping
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Dr. Timothy Ladd, left, and PBA athletes applaud the announcement of the University’s new conference.

SSC a ‘huge step’ for Sailfish

W

hen Athletics Director
Carolyn Stone talks
about Palm Beach
Atlantic joining “the Conference of
Champions,” she’s not just talking
about champions on the playing
field. Rather, she’s talking about
scholar-athletes, as the Sailfish
continue to excel in athletics and
in the classroom. That stands as a
refreshing concept, given the way
academics have suffered at some
sports-driven schools.
Last fall, PBA teams began
playing in the SSC, the Sunshine
State Conference, Division II of
the NCAA. That same semester, a
report raised great concern among
Division I fans, as investigators
exposed a “shadow curriculum,”
where athletes in one prominent
school received high grades without
even attending class.
“That stuff just makes the whole
NCAA look bad,” said Stone. “I
can’t imagine something like that
happening in Division II.”
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The NCAA Division II website
promotes a philosophy “in which
student-athletes are recognized
for their academic success, athletic
contributions and campus/
community involvement.” And the
SSC schools take that philosophy
quite seriously, Stone said.

‘It really is the
best of all worlds
for NCAA.’ All
the SSC schools
‘really do focus on
academics, and
they also recruit
really high-caliber
student athletes.’
--Carolyn Stone
“It really is the best of all worlds
for NCAA,” she said. “All the
SSC schools “really do focus on
academics, and they also recruit
really high-caliber student athletes.”
The SSC members are all

independent universities in Florida:
University of Tampa, Florida
Southern College, Florida Institute
of Technology, Barry University,
Eckerd College, Lynn University,
Nova Southeastern University,
Rollins College and Saint Leo
University. As of July 1, 2014, PBA
joined as a provisional member,
as did Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University.
Called the Conference of
Champions, the SSC has produced
87 NCAA Division II national
champions and 74 national
runners-up. And for seven straight
years the SSC has led Division II
in Academic Success Rate, which
measures the percentage of athletes
who graduate. In 2014 the SSC
posted an 86 percent graduation
rate, meaning that 86 percent of
athletes graduated in six years or
less. By comparison, in Division II
overall the Academic Success Rate
(Continued on page 24)

Intimidating
Sailfish squad

PBA’s volleyball team
had established such a
strong reputation that
it was hard to schedule
opponents when the
university competed as
an independent school.
Above, Faith Rohn goes
up for one of her 459 kills
last season. Watching
are Sarah Ragland (No. 5)
and Stephany Brown.
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Athletics Director Carolyn
Stone announces PBA’s
move to the conference.
(Continued from page 24)
was 73 percent.
The SSC, concludes Stone,
“is really what the whole NCAA
should look like.”
PBA came to the conference
only after a rigorous application
process. Factors included facilities,
coaching staff and academic
standards. Stone and her team
also had to demonstrate how PBA
athletes are involved in community
service. “The conference is
definitely focused on the total
student athlete experience and
giving back to the community,” she
said. “So PBA certainly fits that
philosophy.”
PBA previously competed as
an independent school, without
conference membership. This
made it hard to set up schedules
for the season, and “students
were constantly going away for
games,” said Dr. Timothy Ladd,
the University’s faculty athletics
representative. “So that meant a lot
of missed class time, which was a
challenge academically.” Coming
into the SSC, he said, “is a huge
step” for PBA.
Bob White, PBA’s long-time
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women’s volleyball coach, has
built such a successful program
that he had a hard time lining
up opponents with independent
school status. “People didn’t have to
play you,” he said, “and if you were
good, they didn’t want to play you,
because they didn’t want to take
that risk.”
In the SSC, the Sailfish will enjoy
an automatic schedule, to play
each of the other conference teams
twice in a season, once at home and
once away. This schedule will help
promote rivalries, Stone said, and
it also frees up coaching time. With
less time spent scheduling, coaches
can spend more time coaching,
recruiting, scouting and “friendraising,” she said.
The friend-raising already
accomplished here played a huge
role in PBA’s joining the SSC, with
the development of the Marshall
and Vera Lea Rinker Athletic
Campus. In the next milestone,
under the University’s provisional
status with the conference, PBA
has until June 30, 2017, to add
permanent locker rooms to the site.
That new building stands as “the
biggest piece, the biggest obstacle”
to overcome for full conference

membership, Stone said.
By that 2017 deadline, PBA also
must add two sports: men’s and
women’s distance track and men’s
and women’s lacrosse. (The lacrosse
squads already in place have club
team status now.)
SSC membership will give PBA
more national exposure and will
help Sailfish teams in recruiting,
Stone said. “It’ll help just grow the
brand of the institution.”
Belonging to the SSC “will help
our university on so many levels,”
Stone said, “because it’s branding
you with schools that people know
about and have heard about and
think great things about.” Being
accepted into the conference
confirms that PBA stands with “the
very best in the liberal arts circle,”
she said.
Academics “was a primary
filter” that SSC officials considered
in reviewing PBA’s application,
said Ed Pasque, Sunshine State
Conference commissioner. “There
was no question that Palm Beach
Atlantic was a school that would
be a great fit,” he said. “We’re really
thrilled that they’re going to be
part of our league.”
Learn how you can help the
Sailfish reach the next milestone in
becoming part of the SSC:
www.pba.edu/the-time-is-now

Veteran actress Diahann
Carroll, in a scene from
‘The Masked Saint’

Body-slam

Alum’s rasslin’ preacher now a movie hero

I

magine a preacher/professional wrestler prowling
we kind of tussled and I body-slammed him on the
the streets as a masked vigilante beating up bad
concrete.”
guys. Soon that “Masked Saint” comes to the
The night after that dramatic encounter, Whaley
big screen with the claim “based on a true story.” Far
had to preside at his church’s revival. He told the
fetched? Maybe not, for PBA alum Chris Whaley
congregation, “Folks, I’m so sorry. If you think I’ve
wrote the story after he did some “pastoral” work that
embarrassed the church, and want me to resign, I’ll
became quite physical.
do that.” But “they all stood and
Whaley ’76 wrestled for 10
applauded,” he said.
years, then retired his wrestling
Another time, Whaley noticed
mask and cape to settle down as a
a woman at church had two black
pastor. But the adrenaline of the
eyes, and he paid a pastoral visit to
wrestling ring came rushing back
her husband. “If I ever see another
one day in the church parking lot
mark on her,” the pastor told the
when he saw a man slapping a
husband, “I’m going to come back
pregnant woman.
and see how you can do against
“Hey!” yelled Whaley, who
somebody who can fight back.
instinctively headed toward the
“It seemed like my time as a
couple. The pastor dropped his
pastor I just had incident after
coat and glasses and confronted
incident like that,” said Whaley.
the man.
While he had to admit that
“He jumped right in my face,
physical confrontation was not
cursing, saying ‘It’s none of your
the wisest response for a pastor,
business,’” said Whaley. “And
he thought, “That would make a
I decked him. He got up, and
Chris Whaley
(Continued on next page)
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ON THE SET: Chris Whaley talks with Brett Granstaff, who plays the wrestling preacher in the movie.
(Continued from previous page)
great story.” So he wrote the story, and in 2007 he selfpublished the book “The Masked Saint.”
Some years later, the book came to the attention of
Canadian filmmaker Cliff McDowell. “It being based
on someone’s life really inspired me,” said McDowell.
He took on the project and put together a cast that
included veteran actress Diahann Carroll and former
wrestling great “Rowdy” Roddy Piper. McDowell hopes
the movie will premiere this spring.
McDowell’s company is still negotiating a plan
for U.S. distribution of the film, but the film chain
Cineplex will distribute it in Canada. “We’ll be in
pretty much every city across Canada,” said McDowell.

definitely you would really gravitate to this.”
Though the story comes from a pastor, Whaley said
it’s not a “salvation story.” He worries that too many
faith-based films have the same basic story line. “If we
want to reach people” with film, he said, “we’re going
to have to change what we’re doing.
“Why not have a faith-based action film?” said

'It has a really broad audience:
anyone who believes in getting a
second chance and forgiveness.'
--Filmmaker Cliff McDowell
“It has a really broad audience,” said McDowell.
“Anyone who believes in getting a second chance and
forgiveness.” And “if you’re any sort of wrestling fan,
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See details, trailer:
www.themaskedsaintmovie.com

Whaley. “I consider this to be the first faith-based
action film. My audience is everybody; anybody who
loves movies and likes to see good triumph over evil.”
When the film comes to U.S. theaters, expect to
see Dr. Jess Moody among the moviegoers. Moody,
who was founding president of Palm Beach Atlantic
University, wrote the foreword to Whaley’s book, and
Whaley considers him to be his spiritual father.
“I was not a believer when I came to PBA,” said
Whaley. He came to faith after hearing sermons by
Moody, who at that time was pastor of First Baptist
Church of West Palm Beach.
From his PBA days, Whaley recalls “some great
teachers who were also great mentors; some wonderful
people here who really touched my life and showed me
what Christianity was.”
It was Whaley’s wife, Verna Jacoby Whaley, who
took him to hear Moody preach. She also graduated
here in 1976. Their daughter, Kacie Whaley Melvin, is
a 2004 PBA grad.
Whaley, who lives in Longwood, is now a recruiter
for New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary and its
extension center at First Baptist Church Orlando. He’s
also a part-time pastor at the church, and he’s working
on another book project that he hopes will become a
movie.
Meanwhile, filmmaker McDowell said, “There’s
already lots of talk right now about the Masked Saint II
and III. It would almost be like a ‘Rocky’ series.”
And why not? To quote a line from the movie,
“Where in the Bible does it say, ‘Thou shall not wrestle,’
huh?”

FIGHTING FORM: Chris Whaley, above, in his
wrestling days, with trademark mask.
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Class Notes
Newsworthy Notes

Ben Starling III ’92 is vice president
for institutional advancement at
The King’s College in New York
City. Email: bstarling@tkc.edu
Brian Vann ’93 is a licensed family
therapist at Highridge Family
Center in West Palm Beach.
He lives in Lake Worth. Email:
bv9371@msn.com
Marian Cristina Wilkison ’94
traveled to several countries on
mission trips in recent years,
including El Salvador, Honduras,
Venezuela, Peru, Mexico and
Brazil. She lives in Jacksonville.
Email: cristinawilkison@yahoo.es
Scott Bull ’94 earned a doctorate of
education in sports management
and leadership from North Central
University in April 2014. He is
entering his 16th season as the box
office manager for the Arizona
Cardinals of the NFL. He lives in
Phoenix, Arizona. Email: sbull@
cardinals.nfl.net
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Nancy Jane Quackenbush ’96 of St.
Augustine, Florida and Lynne
Thacker Villalobos ’97 of West
Palm Beach are proud to announce
that “The Rocket Ship Bed Trip”
won the Florida Authors and
Publishers Association Presidential
Gold Medal for Best Children’s
Picture Book 2014. It is available
through Amazon, Barnes & Noble
and www.hiddenwolfbooks.com.
Email: info@hiddenwolfbooks.com

Connie S.
Brookshire
’97, owner and
administrator
of Professional
Standard
Chemical &
Equipment
in Lake Worth,
was named the 2014 National
Association of Professional
Women VIP Woman of the Year
for her outstanding leadership and
commitment within her profession.
She lives in Royal Palm Beach.
Email: Connie@prostandardsupply.
com
Sabrena McAlexander Klausman
’97 released her first book,
“Zombie Christian, the sacred
undead,” through Tate Publishers
in September. She lives in
Mountain Home, Arizona. Email:
sabrenaklausman@gmail.com
Ivette Miranda ’97 was promoted
to CEO of HealthSouth
Rehabilitation Hospital at Martin
Health in Stuart, Florida. She
lives in West Palm Beach. Email:
imiranda1119@yahoo.com

What's your news?
Jason Boggs ’96 for the past 11
years with his company, Boggs
Auto, has donated a vehicle to a
person or family that does not have
transportation. He lives in West
Deptford, New Jersey.
Email: jason@boggsauto.com

Tell the PBA
community about
that new job, spouse
or baby.
www.pba.edu/
alumniservices

Rhonda Mack Rogers ’03 started
her own consulting firm, Youth
Envisioning Success (YES), which
provides consulting services in the
area of starting an after-school/
youth development program. She
assists with grants and contract
oversight and provides training
and professional development
services. She lives in Lake Worth.
Email: rrogers@primetimepbc.org

Dominic Sims ’98 is entering
his third year as the CEO of the
International Code Council.
As CEO, he reports to the
International Code Council
board of directors and is
responsible for the operation
and financial performance of the
57,000-member association. He
lives in Mountain Brook, Alabama.
Email: dominicsims35@gmail.com
Jim Harwood ’00, PBA Sports Hall
of Fame member, has been named
superintendent of Lake Worth
Christian School in Boynton
Beach, effective July 2015. He has
been the athletic director and
assistant principal there for the last
11 years. He and his wife, Summer
Bauckman Harwood ’00, live in
Boynton Beach with their children:
Landen, 8, Meadow, 6, Starlie, 3
and Ryker, 1.

Christy Lee Taylor ’99 had her
book “Devotions for Beginning
Readers” published by Thomas
Nelson in October. Taylor is a
producer, author and president
of the company she founded,
Abba Productions, Inc. She lives
in West Palm Beach. Email:
christyleetaylor@aol.com

Cristina Mongiovi Fong ’02 began
her administrative career this
school year as an assistant principal
at an elementary school in Palm
Beach County. She lives in Royal
Palm Beach. Email: cristina.fong@
palmbeachschools.org
Rebecca Rand Wilson ’02 was
appointed director of brand
marketing by the hotel brand
management company SH Group
to oversee the launch of 1 Hotels
and Baccarat Hotels & Residences,
both debuting winter 2015. She
lives in New York City. Email:
rand_rebecca@yahoo.com

Kala Blakely ’08 completed her
doctorate of nursing practice
at University of Alabama at
Birmingham in August 2013,
and is now working as a full-time
faculty member for UAB School
of Nursing. She is also continuing
her nurse practitioner career at a
primary care office that she and
her husband Bart own. They live in
Trussville, Alabama. Email: kala@
uab.edu
Anna Hickman Owen ’09 is
working with Samaritan’s Purse/
Operation Christmas Child. She
lives in Orlando. Email: alh.1287@
gmail.com
Bruce Burk ’10 is in his third year
of law school at the University of
South Carolina. He recently won
the 2014 Carolinas Mock Trial
Tournament.
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Natalie M. Alvarez
’11 became vice
president and
relationship
manager within
the Wealth
Management
Division of
Sabadell Bank & Trust in October.
She lives in Stuart, Florida.
Terri CunninghamRose ’11 became
community
resource liaison
at Westward
Elementary School
in West Palm Beach,
where she lives.

Births & New Additions

Jennifer DeYoung Rutherford ’04
and husband Nicholas welcomed
their second daughter, Reese
Harper, on February 26, 2014.
Reese joins her big sister, Riley Joy.
They live in Oakland Park, Florida.
Email: jenrutherford@comcast.net

Jessica Clasby ’13 is the new
association/foundation manager
for Executive Women of the Palm
Beaches. Email: jessica_clasby@pba.edu
Priscilla Babrick ’13 was promoted
to Chick-fil-A operations leader.
Based in Atlanta, Georgia, Babrick
focuses on existing drive-thru
operations nationwide.

Weddings

Greg Perreault ’06 and his wife
Mimi welcomed their second
daughter, Margery Frances, on July
31, 2014. Email: Greg.Perreault@
gmail.com

Keelan O'Carroll ’07 and Maria
Cocking O'Carroll ’07 of West
Palm Beach welcomed their son
Fintan Patrick on December
21, 2014. Maria serves as PBA’s
assistant director of alumni
relations and Keelan is an executive
assistant for Family Promise of
Palm Beach County, a nonprofit
organization. Email:
keelan_ocarroll@hotmail.com
Nicole Reesor ’09 and Lee Curtis ’04
welcomed their second child,
Caroline Rene Curtis, on June
22, 2014. Lee is a financial
advisor with Edward Jones
and Nicole stays home with
Charlie and Caroline. They live
in Hobe Sound, Florida. Email:
nicolerenecurtis@hotmail.com
Sarah Miller Kunze ’09 and her
husband Matt welcomed their first
child, Malia Ruth, on September
13, 2014. They live in Coral Gables,
Florida. Email: s.kunze7@gmail.com

In Loving Memory
Lucie Wismer ’97 married Cash
Poland at North Myrtle Beach,
South Carolina on Feb. 8, 2014.
She is the owner of Lucie’s Home
Services Inc., a residential cleaning
company in Durham, North Carolina.
Email: Lucie.Wismer@gmail.com
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Brittany Chapell Rugel ’07 and
husband Jerry welcomed daughter
Lia Brittany to their family on
March 18, 2014. She joins her big
brothers: Joshua, 4, and Noah, 2.
They live in Lake Worth. Email:
brittany.rugel@gmail.com

Ivan Del Shely ’90 died December
27, 2014. He was a computer
technician for UPS. He is survived
by his wife, the former April
Birchett, and children Madison,
Weston and Lauren Shely. They live
in Louisville, Kentucky.

Parents Fund provides
blessings of community

A

s parents of a freshman, Mark and Cyndie Friese are
relatively new to the Palm Beach Atlantic community, but
they already feel like family.
“We as parents have been hugely blessed by the community,
the way the school is partnering with the parents and the
students,” said Cyndie. The blessings reached a high point when
they traveled here from their home in Riva, Maryland for Family
Weekend. They visited their son Wesley and also joined in the
Parents Prayer Meeting (see story on page 14).
“What an honor it was to be able to share in those prayer
requests and be able to pray with those other parents,” Cyndie
said.
Mark and Cyndie went back home encouraged. “In our first
time with our child away from home, we knew that he’s already
well loved,” she said. Then at the end of the year they made a
donation to PBA that continues the “partnering” within the
community. Their gift went to the Parents Fund, in a program led
by the Parents Council.
Contributions to the Parents Fund go toward two special
purposes:
•To provide scholarships to “emerging leader” students.
•To provide a limited amount of emergency funds for onetime, urgent student needs.
The Emerging Leader Award goes to students who have
demonstrated leadership qualities but have not yet been placed
in leadership positions. The emergency fund stands available for
needs such as a plane ticket enabling a family member to respond
to a medical emergency.
“That’s really wonderful,” said Cyndie Friese, as she imagined
her family’s gift helping meet such a need.
John Varano of West Palm Beach is one of the students to
receive the Emerging Leader Award. “The Parents Fund award has
enabled me to find the leadership potential in each individual,”
he said, “and has shown me that one must give back to the
community in a position that carries responsibility.”
That “giving back” concept is the heart of the Parents Fund. To
play your part in this unique community effort, visit:

www.pba.edu/parents-fund

Current

Editorial Offices:
P.O. Box 24708
West Palm Beach
Florida 33416-4708

John Sizemore
Editor of Current
john_sizemore@pba.edu

Hear again from
your favorite
professors.
In this new book,
32 professors
of the year
share essays.
Available in the Campus Store:
$19.95 plus tax.
(561) 803-2180 to order by phone
(shipping charges apply)
Proceeds go to the Corts Award
for Outstanding Teaching
endowment fund.
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Dancing
for the
3 Kings

In the Christmas opera
“Amahl and the Night Visitors,”
dancers entertained the magi.
See pages 16-17 for more
photos and schedule of musical
productions set for this semester.

