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James Green '10 M.S. poses with his wife, Dr. Edwiygh
Franck, and their daughters Jamie and Trinity. Green
was recently named director of Palm Beach County’s
Community Services Department. See page 16.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service is one of Palm
Beach Atlantic University’s greatest traditions. Pam
and I love this one especially. We love getting up early;
we love serving; we love seeing our students serve.
A day off from classes might mean a day to sleep
late for many. But not for hundreds of Palm Beach
Atlantic students. On Monday, Jan. 16, they filled
the bleachers of the Rubin Arena for a short rally of
worship and prayer before they rode out on buses to a
variety of community service projects. As PBA alumni
recall fondly, the university’s outreach of Workship
combines the concepts of worship and works of
service.
During that rally, as I looked out over the sea of
blue Workship T-shirts and heard the students raise
their voices in song, I smiled and thanked God for
this spirit of joyful service. Then I noted the darker
blue T-shirts worn by student leaders who had spent
tireless hours planning for this day, and who would
lead teams going out to serve.
You see, the Workship experience is a powerful
cog in the wheel that turns in PBA’s mission to
equip students for fulfilling lives through learning,
leadership and service. Watching those students head
out to serve their community, I rejoiced as I thought of
the many roles of leadership they’ll fill in the future.

Some will become leaders in medical science, like
Jacob Richards ’10, who’s featured in this issue of
Current, as a young scientist with the Food and Drug
Administration. Jacob is coming back to PBA to speak
at our annual research conference.
Lance Villio ’08 is also reaching back to his alma
mater. He invited PBA to join an innovative program
called Q Union, through which three current students
presented polished, thought-provoking talks on the
topic “Engaging Our Divided Nation.” Use your smart
phone to link to video of those presentations, and I
think you’ll agree that those students are heading for
significant positions of leadership.
And finally, just before Current magazine went
to press, we received the exciting news that Molly
Michael ’15 has landed a job as speechwriter in the
White House. No doubt you’ll read about her in a
future issue of the magazine.
God is good. What a joy to see Him work in and
through PBA students and alumni.
Sincerely yours,

William M. B. Fleming, Jr.
President
Current Spring 2017
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“Some people think you have to go out to a different
country, a third-world country, to go express God’s
love to others,” said Cifuentes. “But really, the mission
field is right where we’re standing right now. Just a
short drive away, and you’ll be in an English school
filled with foreign faces.”
The school meets at a Palm Beach County church
that provides classroom space free of charge. David
Chavez, who directs the school, leads a team of some
70 people, many of them connected with his alma
mater.
“It’s really awesome to see their hearts and their
passion for the refugees,” Chavez said. “The PBA
community has been a huge support.”
Chavez studied international business at PBA. He
now has a full-time job at a clinical research facility. He
serves the refugees in his spare time, like the rest of the
volunteers.

For the Lord your God ... loves the
foreigner residing among you....
And you are to love those who are
foreigners ....
Deuteronomy 10: 18-19 (NIV)
PBA students Josie Huddleston, left, and Rebecca Barrios enjoy a laugh during English lessons with a Syrian refugee.

Bridges:

T

PBA community joins effort giving
refugees English lessons and much more

o many Americans, though the plight of
refugees fleeing war-torn countries evokes
sadness, it remains a distant image on the
news, far removed from the reality of daily life. But for
a growing number in the PBA family, refugees have
become neighbors, friends and recipients of God’s love
in action.
You could see and hear that love on a Saturday
morning at a local church, the site of Bridges Language
Academy. The universal laughter and squeals of
children on playground equipment echoed outside,
under the watchful eyes of students from Palm Beach
Atlantic.

4
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Flying high in the air on a swing, a little girl from
Syria cried out to the smiling student who pushed
her: “Again!” That’s an English word she learned very
quickly.
Meanwhile, inside, the girl’s parents wrestled
with the basics of the English language, one of many
daunting challenges the refugees have faced.
“They’ve had to drop their lives, drop their
livelihood and just run for their lives,” said PBA
sophomore William Cifuentes. As he volunteers,
helping refugees to learn English and navigate the
culture here, he considers it a wonderful mission
opportunity.

half an hour of your entire day, means the world to
these families,” said Cifuentes. “It’s the fact that there’s
someone who has the world at their fingertips taking
the time to help out these refugee families whom they
might not even know.”
Transportation is a critical need, and PBA students
and alumni have helped fill the gap. After Saturday
morning English class, said Amy Mesiha, “we’ll give
them a ride home and like maybe spend the day with
them, take them grocery shopping or wherever they
need to go: doctor’s appointments, cell phone stuff,
just anything random.” The Americans find that
the newcomers respond with hospitality as well as
gratitude.
“They’re so thankful for everyone that comes and
visits them, always opening their home and preparing
so much food,” said Mesiha, who graduated from PBA
(Continued on page 6)

"As we entered the lives of
these refugees we learned that
there are so many needs that
they have apart from learning
English."
--David Chavez, Bridges
Language Academy director
“As we entered the lives of these refugees we learned
that there are so many needs that they have apart from
learning English,” he said. “And so we had to quickly
become a holistic ministry where we’re able to support
them in different ways.”
Bridges is helping more than 120 refugees, many
of them from war-torn Syria. They come through the
resettlement agency Church World Service, which
works through U.S. Government channels to provide
the newcomers with appropriate documentation so
they can legally work and receive aid. Church World
Service declares on its website, “We are facing the
worst refugee crisis since World War II.”
Resettled Syrian refugees get financial help from the
government for six months. In that short time, they
try to learn the language, adjust to a new culture, find
employment and begin to overcome the hurts of their
past. For most, it’s a monumental task, but meanwhile,
Chavez said, “they’re extremely grateful to be out of
danger.”
They’re also grateful for their new friends from
PBA. “Something as simple as giving someone a ride,

Those refugees speaking only Arabic must learn a new
alphabet, so Andrew Voor starts with the basics.
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Chavez’s message of welcome, but through the news
media some of the Muslim refugees have heard words
much less welcoming, especially leading up to the
presidential election. “Obviously it’s a political topic
that’s debated,” said PBA senior Katie Vertullo. But as
she helps her new Muslim friends, she’s found their
culture “really warm and inviting.” She hopes more
PBA alumni and others will push aside any barriers of
culture, politics or stereotype and step forward to help
refugees.
“So I would encourage them to serve wholeheartedly
these people that aren’t in their home country,”
Vertullo said. “They are the foreigner that the Lord tells
us to welcome.”

In a Saturday morning class, a refugee works his way through a sheet on routine English conversation.
(Continued from page 5)

in December. In that home setting she’s built close
relationships and learned much about what the Syrians
have suffered. One family showed her a video of their
house in Syria being bombed. She heard how one man
saw his brother killed right before his eyes.
Coming here to safety, some of the refugees almost
feel guilt because of family and friends still in danger,
she said.
Mesiha’s parents are Egyptian, so among those
teaching at Bridges she probably knows the most
Arabic. The volunteers often make use of tools
like Google Translate and Facebook, which has
a translating function. The wife of one PBA staff
member posted a Facebook message as the violence
continued in the Syrian city of Aleppo.
“Heartbroken over the Aleppo slaughter,” wrote the
American. “Praying for them.” Her newfound Syrian
Facebook friend responded simply with this emoticon:

6
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“You each have a story of hurt, pain, injustice,
difficult life, and left home to find safety, security and
peace for your family,” Chavez wrote in a Thanksgiving
message for the refugees. “I thank God, He kept
you safe.” Chavez shared his message in an early
Thanksgiving celebration hosted by PBA Master of
Divinity student Katie Gentry ’15 and her parents at
their Loxahatchee home. Refugee families from Syria
and Africa attended, along with Bridges volunteers, a
crowd of nearly 160.
Chavez read his message aloud in English, and
then stepped back for translators to share it in Arabic,
Spanish and French. “We love you and we are excited
to live beside you in our community,” he said.
The Thanksgiving guests smiled and applauded at

Shannon Hunihan reviews English time-telling.

Global
displacement:

Professor brings class
face to face with refugees

M

ark Kaprive teaches the PBA course
Refugees, Migration and Global
Displacement. To Americans who’ve
heard immigration statistics and arguments
bantered about, he offers this first-hand
perspective on refugees:
The numbers have faces and the faces have
names. And the names have stories.
“You see a face that looks different from the
culture you’re used to,” he said, “and then, when
you get to know them, you break bread together,
you serve them, you hear their stories. And you
find out they laugh like us, cry like us, bleed like
us and have similar hopes and desires for human
flourishing that we have.”
Kaprive is instructor in Cross-Cultural Studies
and director of Campus Ministries. Prior to
joining the university staff in 1999, he served
nearly eight years as director of the California
ministry of World Relief, an evangelical
Protestant organization that works with the U.S.
State Department to resettle refugees.
Kaprive has seen growing interest in his
refugee course, with 26 students enrolled this
semester. The refugee work of Bridges Language
Academy has sparked that interest, he said.
He’s become involved in Saturday morning
English classes with Bridges, along with his son,
Taylor, a 2014 PBA grad. Kaprive will invite a
refugee family to tell their story to his class, and
he’ll introduce class members to the needs and
opportunities to serve refugees through Bridges,
“everything from English to car rides to visiting
them in the home.”
The goal of the class is to help students
understand many facets of the refugee situation,
including matters of culture, government policy,
human rights, faith and responsibility. Ultimately,
he said, American Christians must ask, “What
does it mean to love God with all our heart,
mind and strength and to love our neighbor as
ourselves? We have neighbors in our community,
and so as Christ-followers, the best option is to
love and show care.”

Current Spring 2017
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News briefs

And details on the Web

Franchising center director named Women of Distinction scholars
Dr. John P. Hayes, a veteran franchise practitioner
and educator, has been appointed the Titus Chair for
Franchise Leadership and director of the new Titus
Center for Franchising. Beginning in fall 2017, the Titus
Center for Franchising, endowed by a gift from United
Franchise Group CEO Ray Titus, will offer academic
coursework in the Rinker School of Business to cover
all aspects of franchising, an internship program and
opportunities for job shadowing and training at UFG.
Hayes will join the center in August.
www.pba.edu/hayes-titus-chair

PBA: Engaged Campus of the Year
Florida Campus Compact has named Palm Beach
Atlantic University the 2016 Engaged Campus of the
Year for independent colleges and universities. PBA was
recognized for surpassing 3 million hours of service
in the community since the university’s founding in
1968, for its persistent and positive presence in the
community and for its participation in the Parker
Avenue Consortium.
www.pba.edu/FLCC-Engaged-Campus-16

Reana De Pass of Orlando, Florida, and Cassie Stanton
of Wheaton, Illinois, have been selected to receive Palm
Beach Atlantic University’s Women of Distinction
scholarships. Proceeds from the 26th Women of
Distinction luncheon on Feb. 23 provide scholarships
for outstanding female students at Palm Beach Atlantic.
www.pba.edu/Women-of-Distinction-2017-scholars

LeMieux Fellowships awarded
Undergraduate students Nicole Freire and Jenna
Wolfram have been selected to receive research
fellowships from The LeMieux Center for Public Policy
at Palm Beach Atlantic University this academic year.
www.pba.edu/lemieux-fellows-2017
With classes at PBA canceled, some 485 volunteers
representing Palm Beach Atlantic University and the
United Way of Palm Beach County spent the morning
working on community service projects on Jan. 16, the
Martin Luther King Jr. holiday.
www.pba.edu/MLK-Workship-17

Spring 2017

www.pba.edu/alumnae-tea-2017

Hand-painted:

Fresh from New York Fashion Week,
alum brings her line to Alumnae Tea

bit of the color and excitement of New York
Fashion Week comes to PBA’s Alumnae Tea
this year, thanks to a creative alum who’s been
an entrepreneur since the age of 8.
At that tender age Kristen Alyce ’09 got her start with
a jewelry business. At age 12 she appeared on Good
Morning America as one of the young entrepreneurs
winning a Girls Going Places Scholarship.
She’s still going places, including New York Fashion
Week, where in September models displayed her new
line of high-end, hand-painted gowns and accessories.
“It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience, and a huge
success,” said Alyce, still excited from that whirlwind
trip. And now she’s excited to bring that same wearable
art to the 16th Annual Alumnae Afternoon Tea and
Silent Auction. Set for Saturday, April 29 at Wyndham
Grand Jupiter Harborside Place, the tea will benefit the
Alumni Association Scholarship Fund at PBA.
VIVRE Canvas Couture features 13 dresses of 100
percent canvas, with Palm Beach-themed art painted
in acrylics. Alyce will bring all 13 to the tea, along with
coordinated purses and shoes.
“VIVRE means ‘to live’ in French,” said Alyce.
“These are definitely livable dresses. We want them to

be on your wall and part of your wardrobe: displayed
in your home and worn out to those special events to
be hung back up when you get home.”
The company’s website (www.vivrecouture.com)
displays dresses and gowns, all hand-made, ranging
from $3,500 to $15,000. Those prices obviously point
to a very limited sales demographic, “so those will be
challenging for us,” said Alyce, “but the purses and
bow ties have been flying out the door.”
Alyce has a partner in VIVRE Couture, West
Palm Beach artist Sarah LaPierre. Alyce does design,
marketing and events, while LaPierre does curating
and painting. Their dresses will have 25 to 80 hours
of hands-on attention between designer, artist and
seamstresses, according to the website.
Alyce majored in art education at PBA and taught
several years at Berean Christian School. A New Jersey
native, she now lives in Palm Beach County.
At the Alumnae Tea Alyce will present her entire
collection in a runway style fashion show. The show is
sponsored by Beautyfool Hair Studio, owned by stylist
Johanna Sjoberg ’02, who serves on the tea committee.
Among the models will be Courtney Houston ’13, who
modeled VIVRE Couture at New York Fashion Week.

A

Tyler Bouma is about to lose out in Noodle Knights, part of
the annual Sailfish Cup competition between PBA residence
halls. Teams of two, linked by arm, jousted with foam noodles,
trying to knock the plastic cup off an opponent's noodle. This
year's Sailfish Cup went to the Southside Shareholders for the
men and Camp Co-DP for the women.
Current

At right, Alyce
shows a shoe
from her
collection, fresh
from New York
Fashion Week.

MLK Day volunteers set record

Noodle
Knights

8

At left, three hand-painted
creations of VIVRE Canvas
Couture, from the collection
that Kristen Alyce '09 will bring
to the Alumnae Tea on April
29. The model in the middle is
Courtney Houston '13.
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International:

Dr. Robert Lloyd

Dean, School of Arts & Sciences,
Loreen Beisswenger Farish chair

New dean comes with broad experience
to help PBA prepare students 'for
leadership anywhere in the world'

EDUCATION

A

fter years of civil war, when the country of
Mozambique was conducting its first-ever
elections, the U.S. State Department sent Dr.
Robert Lloyd as an election observer. “They dropped me
off by helicopter in the middle of nowhere in northern
Mozambique,” said Lloyd. “I had a cot and an unarmed
bodyguard.”
The area had been under rebel control for years, with
much indiscriminate planting of land mines. “You see
that hole over there?” someone asked Lloyd. “A guy had
to step off the trail and he stepped on a land mine and it
killed him.”
Fortunately, Lloyd and company avoided land
mines. This was fortunate for Palm Beach Atlantic as
well, for Lloyd is now dean of the School of Arts and
Sciences. He joined the university in July, bringing
with him a long list of scholarly publications and
accomplishments and a wealth of experience.
“When the search committee passed Dr. Lloyd’s
application to me for review, I was immediately struck
by how expansive his international experiences have
been,” said Dr. Gene Fant, PBA provost. “His career has
prepared him for a unique moment in the life of PBA,
one that prepares students for leadership anywhere in
the world.”
Lloyd comes to Palm Beach Atlantic from
Pepperdine University, where he was coordinator
of international studies and the Blanche E. Seaver
Professor of International Studies and Languages. He
received his Ph.D. in international relations from Johns
Hopkins University, and was a Fulbright scholar to
India.
At PBA Lloyd becomes the first person to hold the
Loreen Beisswenger Farish Chair for Political Thought,
which is supported by the Loreen Beisswenger Farish
Charitable Foundation. The late Mrs. Farish, and her
husband, the late Joseph Farish Jr., were longtime,
generous benefactors of the university.
The Farish Chair is to lead the university “in public
engagements on issues that relate to all matters of
politics, public policy, economic liberty, religious
thought and civil discourse.” Toward these ends,

10
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• Doctor of International Relations, 1998
SAIS Johns Hopkins University
• Master of Regional Planning, 1985
Cornell University
• Bachelor of Arts, 1983
University of Arizona Honors College

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
• 19 years as professor of international relations
and political science
• Most recently the coordinator of international studies
and the Blanche E. Seaver Professor of International
Studies and Languages at Pepperdine University
• Fulbright scholar to India
• Nine years with SIL International, a nonprofit
organization that serves language communities
worldwide through linguistics, literacy and Bible
translation

COURSES TAUGHT
• International Conflict Management
• International Communication and Negotiation
• Contemporary African Politics
• Government and Politics of Developing Areas
• Arab-Israeli Conflict

Voting Day in Nigeria
said Lloyd, last fall he met with Washington, D.C.
think tanks to discuss areas of common interest and
potential cooperation with PBA.
This spring Lloyd is teaching a class on the ArabIsraeli conflict. Much of his work has involved
international conflict management and negotiation,
and he’s filled up a string of passports traveling.
A native of Pensacola, he traveled much even as a
child, for his father served in the Navy. At one point
the family lived in an area of Spain so undeveloped
that they had to drive to the military base just to get
decent drinking water. “That was excellent training for
the future,” said Lloyd.
He began learning Spanish as a child, and later his
fluency in Portuguese opened the door for his first

(Photo by Dr. Robert Lloyd, election observer)
assignment as an election observer in Mozambique. He
later observed elections in Nigeria and Liberia. Some
of those elections “went very well,” he observed, but
he also found occasions of ballot stuffing and “massive
cheating.”
Lloyd is an experienced photographer; he used
photos to document election cheating, but his camera
is also the tool of an artist. He’s won numerous awards
in photography competition. The photo above he took
during an election in Nigeria. On page 12 the photo of
rice harvesting he took in India.
Lloyd lived in Kenya for two years and South
Africa for almost a year when he worked with
SIL International, a faith-based nongovernmental
(Continued on page 12)

PUBLICATIONS,
PRESENTATIONS AND
PUBLIC LECTURES
• Militant Islamism
• Boko Haram and Nigeria
• Democratic Consolidation
in Nigeria
• Conflict Management
in Africa and the
Middle East
• Christian Mediation
in International
Conflicts
• Managing International
Conflict
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Annual Interdisciplinary Research Conference

FDA scientist, 2010 grad, coming back to speak

J

Harvest Day, rice harvesting in India (Photo by Dr. Robert Lloyd)
(Continued from page 11)

organization that supports language development.
As he traveled to evaluate SIL development projects,
he often visited countries in turmoil, and “that really
sparked my interest in conflict,” he said.
He began to study conflict management negotiation,
delving into the causes of conflict, “what causes a state
to fall apart, and how you put it back together.” His
Ph.D. dissertation compared negotiated agreements
in South Africa and Mozambique, where negotiations
resulted in durable settlements.
Of the many scholarly articles Lloyd has published,
one that perhaps generated the most feedback tackled
this topic: How does your Christian faith affect what
you’re doing in conflict management and negotiation?
It was a timely topic as the U.S. government wrestled
with the issue of funding faith-based organizations
working overseas.

12
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Lloyd hopes for further opportunities as an
election observer, and he hopes to promote the
internationalization of PBA. “Our students are really
interested in international engagement,” he said. “You
can see that in terms of the David and Leighan Rinker
Center for Experiential Learning.”
As Farish chair, Lloyd serves as liaison with the
LeMieux Center for Public Policy. He called the center
“a marvelous asset” to the university. “The center
promotes interaction between the university and the
political and policy worlds, provides a platform to
model and foster respectful, intelligent and in-depth
engagement so badly needed in today’s political
climate, and enables PBA students to be taught and
strengthened to become responsible citizens and
leaders,” he said.
Lloyd’s wife, Ann, has a graduate degree in
linguistics and works as an instructional designer. The
Lloyds have three adult children.

acob Richards’ theologian father must have
given him the Apostle Paul’s advice, “Don’t
let anyone look down on you because you are
young,” and the young Richards must have taken
that mindset into his career as a scientist. Jacob, a
2010 PBA grad, just turned 28 last month, but he’s
already earned a host of awards as a biologist and
now he’s a lead scientific reviewer for the Food and
Drug Administration in Silver Spring, Maryland.
On March 29 Jacob comes back to his alma
mater to speak to aspiring scientists and others
interested in research. He will give the keynote
address at the university’s annual Interdisciplinary
Research Conference.
Held in Warren Library, the two-day conference
includes presentations by students and faculty in
a wide variety of fields. The conference interprets
“research” broadly, to include any scholarly
or creative endeavor, ranging from scientific
experimentation to artistic expression, servicelearning, literary criticism or case study designs.
Jacob is a Texas native, and the son of Dr. Randy
Richards, dean of PBA’s School of Ministry. The
family spent eight years on the mission field in
Indonesia, an experience Jacob “wouldn’t trade
for anything.” Being a missionary kid “definitely
opened you up to a whole different world,”
said Jacob. “Living in the jungle changed my
perspective on life.”
At PBA he loved his science classes, and he
conducted research with his professors, which he
Jacob Richards' honors include: Cancer
Research Training Award, National Institutes
of Health, 2014; Meritorious Research Award,
American Physiological Society, 2014; PreDoctoral Excellence in Renal Research, American
Physiological Society, 2014, 2012; HHMI Science
for Life Graduate Student Award, University of
Florida, 2014; Boyce Award, Department of
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, University
of Florida, 2014; Medical Guild 2013 Advancement
to Candidacy Award, University of Florida, 2013;
Young Investigator Award, American Physiological
Society, 2012; Outstanding Graduate Medicinal
and Biological Chemistry, Palm Beach Atlantic
University, 2010; Frederick M. Supper Honors
Program, Palm Beach Atlantic University, 2010.

found extremely valuable. To undergraduates today
he offered this advice: “Explore and do as much
research as you can. Don’t just think there’s only
one career path.”
Jacob finished PBA as the Outstanding Graduate
in Medicinal and Biological Chemistry. In 2014
he completed his Ph.D.
in biochemistry and
molecular biology at the
University of Florida
School of Medicine.
His research there
identified a novel drug
target to lower blood
pressure, winning him
the opportunity to
present his findings
at a conference in
Japan. He yielded that
Dr. Jacob Richards
trip to his supervisor,
but since then he’s presented six formal scientific
presentations at international meetings and he’s
published 17 peer-reviewed scientific papers.
He left the University of Florida after winning a
cancer research award from the National Institutes
of Health. As a postdoctoral fellow at the NIH,
Jacob found coworkers usually 20 years his senior.
“From a career perspective, it’s amazing” to work
alongside such experience, he said. “You really get a
wealth of knowledge.”
After two years of research at the NIH he joined
the FDA as a regulatory scientist in the field of
medical devices used in diagnostic tests. “My job,”
he said, “is to help ensure that those tests are safe.”
In all his interactions with scholars and
researchers, Jacob said he has experienced very
little conflict because of his Christian faith. He
noted that his NIH director was Dr. Francis
Collins, author of the New York Times bestseller
The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence
for Belief. “There are a lot of scientists out there
who are Christian and who will help you resolve
any kind of conflicts that develop,” he said.
Jacob’s presentation at the Interdisciplinary
Research Conference is set for 11 a.m. on March 29.
For complete information on the conference, visit:
www.pba.edu/irc-2017
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juveniles, where her concept of “investing” in young
people was key.
“I would try to figure out ways to rehabilitate the
person so that we wouldn’t see them again,” she said.
She saw significant impact and change “with some of
these kids, once they realized somebody cared.”
Last year Jordan was appointed to the Florida Board
of Governors for the state university system. “That has
become a very rich part of my passion for education,”
she said. “It’s a lot of work, but I’m really, really loving
it.”
Jordan and her husband live in Palm Beach and
Boston with their 9-year-old daughter.

In a favorite Palm Beach Atlantic tradition,
the Women of Distinction luncheon honors
women making a positive, distinctive impact
on their community and beyond. Proceeds
from the luncheon provide scholarships for
two female PBA students each year.

Darlene Jordan

14
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uccessful people are driven, but what
drives them? For Darlene Jordan’s family,
the drive is to excel so that you can “pay it
forward.” Jordan, executive director of the Gerald
R. Jordan Foundation, oversees a multitude of such
“payments,” and she will be honored on Feb. 23 as
one of Palm Beach Atlantic University’s Women of
Distinction.
Well known for her philanthropy and her
fundraising, Jordan considers college scholarships
and donations to medical research as powerful
investments for the future: “The ability to magnify
your financial impact is almost immeasurable,” she
said.
The story of Jordan’s husband, Gerald, provides
ample evidence of that magnified financial impact.
The first person in his family to go to college, he
attended Harvard University on scholarships. Then
after a stint in the Navy, he earned a Harvard MBA
thanks to his military benefits. He now runs a
successful investment management company. Since
education was so important “in transforming his
life,” said his wife, “we decided the best thing we
could do was to set up a family foundation, focused
primarily on education, children and healthcare.”
The Jordan Foundation now has 100 students
on scholarships at Harvard every year, in addition
to scholarships at Darlene Jordan’s alma mater,
Fordham University, and other schools as well. “It’s
really important for us to help kids get an education
when money is the only barrier to them getting the
education they deserve,” she said.
After earning a political science degree from
Fordham, Jordan earned her Juris Doctor from
Suffolk University School of Law. She was an
assistant district attorney in Massachusetts and
eventually became assistant attorney general for the
state. Her time as a prosecutor included work with

P

Emilia Fanjul

alm Beach resident Emilia May Fanjul and her
husband have a grown son and daughter and
five grandchildren, but sometimes when she
talks about “my kids” she’s referring to students at
charter schools she founded in the poverty-laden area
of Pahokee, Florida.
For those school students and for her family alike,
she has the same message: “There are lots of different
ways that you can give back to serve your community.”
She’ll be honored for her own “giving back” on Feb.
23, when she receives the Women of Distinction award
from Palm Beach Atlantic University. Her many years
of service and philanthropy point to a heart for the
poor.
“These are children who have a lot of challenges,”
she said, referring to kids growing up in the Pahokee/
Glades area. She is the founder and board chair of
Everglades Preparatory Academy and Glades Academy
elementary and middle schools.
Last month Fanjul hosted her annual fundraising
dinner to benefit those charter schools. She calls that
gala “A Night of Great Expectations.” Among those
great expectations are that these challenged Glades
area students will go on to college or vocational
schools, become productive citizens and then “give
back” by serving others.
Fanjul is a Pittsburgh native, and spent summers
with her grandparents in Cuba. There as a child
she met Jose “Pepe” Fanjul, who was to become her
husband. He is vice chairman, president and chief
operating officer of Fanjul Corp., the nation’s top
producer of refined sugar. In addition to its farming
and sugar mill operations in western Palm Beach
County, the company also has a large presence in the
Dominican Republic.

Emilia Fanjul is active in the Central Romana
Hospital in La Romana, Dominican Republic and
is a founding board member of Fundacion MIR, a
nonprofit working to provide education to the children
of the greater La Romana area.
She is also a Dame of Malta, in the American
Association of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta,
a Roman Catholic order working to provide medical
and social care and humanitarian aid.
A lifelong animal lover, she serves on the board of
trustees of the Animal Medical Center in New York
City. She is a graduate of Barnard College in New York
City, where she majored in art history.

Join us:
Women of Distinction:
Feb. 23 at
The Breakers Palm Beach.
For information and
tickets call
(561) 803-2971.
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Journey of
leadership

Alum now heads county
department of 200 employees

T

o watch James Green lead
high school students through
a team-building exercise is to
understand the magic of engaged
learning and “the teachable moment.”
Using his smartphone as a stopwatch,
Green ’10 M.S. has the kids tossing
a ball, scrambling, regrouping and
brainstorming. The laughter and
the race against the clock wind up
with thoughtful exchange about goal
setting, risk taking, innovation and
leadership.
“I’m forever on a journey to be a more effective
leader,” Green said. That journey has included a
PBA master’s degree in leadership and a long list of
awards such as Employee of the Year, Director of the
Year, Manager of the Year and director of Agency of
the Year.
And the most recent honor came with a
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promotion: In December Green became director
of Palm Beach County’s Community Services
Department. With some 200 employees and a $60
million budget, Green now leads the county’s efforts
in a far ranging array of programs including those
for senior citizens, veterans, low income residents
and the farmworker population.
“It’s a pretty big task, but it’s a great opportunity,”
he said. “It’s really an exciting time, because you
have so much potential, so many opportunities to
impact Palm Beach County residents in positive
ways.”
It’s long been Green’s goal to impact lives. After
graduating from Auburn University he came to

Clewiston, Florida, for Eckerd Youth Alternatives, a
“wilderness” program for teens adjudicated from the
juvenile justice system. As a counselor/teacher, he
lived with the kids, took them on 21-day river trips
and helped them through soul searching and values
clarification.
“It was one of the most difficult jobs I’ve ever
had,” said Green. “But it was an extremely valuable
experience. It will resonate with me for the rest of
my life.”
Out in the elements, building tents and
relationships with those troubled teens, he began
to develop his own style of mentoring and leading.
When he left Eckerd he was running the program.

Next Green joined the Urban League of Palm
Beach County, where he was director of Youth and
Education. He led a program to catch at-risk kids
“on the early end,” before they landed in the juvenile
justice system. He expanded the program by 300
percent, and also directed the Center of Excellence,
from which Palm Beach County students entered
a Brain Bowl competition, bringing home the
statewide prize for math and spelling.
He joined the county government in 2009 to
work with the Community Action Agency, and in
2010 he earned his PBA master’s degree. “That was
an extraordinary experience,” he said. Green had
(Continued on page 18)
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(Continued from page 17)

informally done team building for years, “but when I
went to Palm Beach Atlantic and I got my degree in
leadership, then I was able to bridge those experiential
concepts with theory.”
He also loved the way PBA meshed the concepts of
community service and the Christian faith. “That was
one of the great things” about the school, he said. “It
was a different dynamic from what I had seen at any
other university.”
As an adult student with a family pursues a degree,
it requires the support of the family. Green’s wife, Dr.
Edwiygh Franck, understands this, for she has a Ph.D.
in adult and community education. They live in Royal
Palm Beach with their daughters Jamie and Trinity.
As Green worked his way up the leadership ladder
in various county programs, his work caught the eye
of many community leaders, including another PBA
grad, Priscilla Taylor ’99 MBA. When she was mayor
of Palm Beach County she appointed Green to head
the county’s My Brother’s Keeper initiative. Launched
nationwide by President Obama, the program
addresses “persistent opportunity gaps” faced by boys
and young men of color.
Green has developed the My Brother’s Keeper
Network, bringing together more than 200 public and
private partners to provide mentorship, internships
and jobs for African American youth. He encourages
PBA alumni to join the effort. “They can use their
sphere of influence to open a door for someone else
who normally wouldn’t have a door open,” he said.
On Feb. 8-9 the My Brother’s Keeper Network
hosted Palm Beach County’s first Race to Equity
Summit, laying out a plan to decrease the racial
disparities seen in education, criminal justice, labor
employment and healthcare. The network brought in
experts in those areas to meet with local educators and
community leaders, “the people who are on the front
lines doing this work,” Green said.
Green himself is a mentor for more than 20 youth,
and he’s also opened a consulting business, “every now
and then taking some vacation time” to go out and
conduct training, teaching and coaching other leaders.
It makes for a very busy lifestyle, but it comes from
core values for this PBA grad.
“I think that we’re all cells in the body of Christ,”
he said. “You can either be a healthy cell or you can
be a cancerous cell. You can either be the type of cell
that goes out and helps other people, or you can be
that cancerous cell that can sometimes be malignant
and move people away from God. And I want to be a
healthy cell for Christ.”
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'You can either be
the type of cell
that goes out and
helps other people,
or you can be that
cancerous cell that
can sometimes be
malignant and move
people away from
God. And I want to
be a healthy cell for
Christ.'
-- James Green

This world needs
your light.
Be the
difference.
Master of Science
in Leadership
a b r i g h t e r yO u

Head of the county's
My Brother's Keeper
initiative, Green
encourages others to
provide mentoring,
jobs and internships
for African American
youth.
www.mbkpbc.net

get a master of science in leadership.
Our fast, affordable and accredited
leadership degree is designed for working
professionals. Amplify your leadership skills
with hands-on projects and exceptional
faculty mentors. Advance your career in
one night a week. Corporate, non-profit and
organizational leadership tracks available.

Visit pba.edu or call 561-803-2122.

O r l a n d O | W e s t Pa l m b e a c h | O n l i n e

Current Spring 2017

19

Students tackle question:

How do we engage our divided nation?

Three PBA speakers join
nationally known voices

R

eacting to months of contentious presidential
campaigning and news of racial tension, PBA
students have joined a national conversation
about bringing together their divided country. After
weeks of preparation, on Oct. 13 three students shared
their thoughts in nine-minute TED-style talks at the
DeSantis Family Chapel. (Access video at right.)
Bailey Eldridge ’18, Hunter Durham ’17 and Rachel
Green ’18 wrestled through tough questions with the
prompting of Q Ideas, a Nashville-based nonprofit that
seeks to help Christians recover a vision to renew and
restore their culture. (www.qideas.org) PBA alum Lance
Villio ’08, development director for Q Ideas, helped bring
the event Q Union to his alma mater.
“The goal is to partner with the university and help
equip these students for real engagement with the world
they’re about to enter,” said Villio.
As the Palm Beach Atlantic trio gave their talks in
the chapel, simultaneously 10 other universities across
the country conducted similar Q Union programs. All
11 schools mixed live talks by their local students with
video presentations by nationally known personalities:
Christian apologist and author Ravi Zacharias, Grammy
award-winning hip-hop artist Lecrae and authors
and political commentators Kirsten Powers and Ross
Douthat.
At PBA the Student Government Association
partnered with Q Ideas to organize the event. Student
speakers took the stage in front of a banner proclaiming
the “Be Civil” campaign promoted by the SGA and other
campus organizations.
Durham, Eldridge and Green had each devised
a question to tackle, and then developed their talks
through a six-week coaching process, talking with Q
leaders by phone and meeting with Dean of Students
Kevin Abel.
In April the students will head to the national Q Ideas
conference in Nashville with Abel and Dr. Stephanie
Bennett, professor of communication and media ecology.
The PBA trio will join students from other universities
to interact and get further instruction from Q staff. “I
think this is particularly important as we raise up a new
generation to be able to wrestle with some of the big
questions of where faith and culture meet,” said Abel.
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www.bit.ly/q-bailey-eldridge

www.bit.ly/q-hunter-durham

www.bit.ly/q-rachel-green

Bailey Eldridge,
a junior communication major
from Fort Worth, Texas

Hunter Durham,
a senior marketing major
from Springfield, Missouri

Rachel Green,
a junior psychology major
from Washington, D.C.

Civility:
Can't we all
just get along?

What's wrong
with business?

What must the church do
in order to live and witness
faithfully as a minority in a
culture in which we were
once the majority?
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Theatre cast and
crew interact with
their show's creator,
master of the
'jukebox musical'

Don't miss
a show
"This cast was
amazing.
I was very
impressed."
--Roger Bean,
creator of
"The Marvelous
Wonderettes"

H

ow’s this to rev up those opening night
jitters? As the first chords rang out for The
Marvelous Wonderettes, the cast and crew of
PBA Theatre knew that the audience included a special
guest: Roger Bean, the writer and creator of the show.
Bean’s long-running off-Broadway musical hit has
seen more than 400 productions throughout the U.S.,
Canada and abroad. He’s the master of the “jukebox
musical,” with the cast singing through a string of
familiar songs — in this case 34 numbers. That’s a
delight to the audience, but it can be daunting for the
cast.
“There is no such thing as an easy musical,” said
Associate Professor Don Butler, director of the show.
Then you add the difficult harmonies scored by Bean
and the Hurricane Matthew surprise that curtailed the
rehearsal period in October. “So this was an enormous
challenge,” said Butler, “not to mention that every
single number required choreography, unlike a regular
book musical.” And when the show opened on Nov. 17,
the cast of only four would have no place to hide, for
all the actors would be on stage for the entire play.
“When I first heard Roger Bean was coming, I was
slightly frazzled,” said Christy Sust, one of the cast
members. “But we were actually able to meet him
earlier in the day of our opening night since he was a
special guest speaker for our Theatre History class.”
The students learned that Bean is an old friend of
Associate Professor Allen McCoy, producer for the
PBA show. When McCoy was an undergraduate at
Wayne State University, Bean was a graduate student
there. “And then he hired me for my first summer
stock job back in the 1980s,” said McCoy.
Bean visited several classes here, saw opening night
of Wonderettes and then did a “talk-back” with cast on
crew after the show.
“This cast was amazing,” said Bean, in an interview
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"The Diviners," PBA Theatre
Feb. 23-25
Kari Jobe, Grammy-nominated
singer, Feb. 26
"Northern Lights," PBA
Symphony, March 17
"A Showcase of Dance,"
March 26
For more performances, including
April's packed schedule, visit:

www.pba.edu/performances

The Marvelous Wonderettes cast, from left, Sarah Joy, Christy Sust, Andrea Diaz and Angel Martinez.
after returning home to Los Angeles. “The work
required to learn intricate four-part harmonies for 34
different songs — and then deliver them impeccably
while dancing — it’s truly a high-level skill. These girls
really pulled it off well. I was very impressed.”
The cast, Sust, Sarah Joy, Andrea Diaz and Angel
Martinez, played the roles of four singing high school
seniors in 1958. They performed for their prom, and
then came back in Act Two for their 10-year reunion.
That time frame allowed the singers to shine with a
span of popular songs, including It’s My Party, Wedding
Bell Blues and Respect by Otis Redding.

“I was very proud of these young ladies and
the wonderful work of our musical director and
choreographer, (both PBA alums), Tyler Williams ’09
and A.J. Cola ’15,” said Butler.
“After the show the students were all quite engaged
with questions and thoughts about the show,” Bean
said. “It was a nice challenge for me to listen and
respond to their questions with thoughtful answers
in return. It’s apparent that Professor McCoy and the
staff have created a great theatre program — talented
students learning useful skills for the real world.”
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Sailfish rack up
honors in record
volleyball season

O

Sophomore Ally
Rohn goes up for
the kill as Sailfish
fans watch intently
during tournament
action here.
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Join in the excitement:
Become a member today.

The Sailfish Booster Club
www.pba.edu/sailfish-club-give-now

nce again the Sailfish volleyball team has made
history, this time breaking the school record
with a 32-match winning streak, hosting and
winning the NCAA Division II regional tournament
and making it to the national semifinals in Sioux Falls,
South Dakota.
It was the second consecutive season for PBA
volleyball to reach the NCAA national tournament.
On Dec. 8 the Sailfish won their quarterfinal round in
Sioux Falls, blanking USC Aiken 3-0. The following
night PBA fell to Alaska-Anchorage 1-3, to end the
season 32-4.
The season had begun with an unusually rough
start, as the Sailfish journeyed to Romeoville, Illinois,
only to lose all three of their matches in the Lewis
University Flyer Festival.
“To get back to the final four after going 0 and 3 in
the beginning of the year is a huge accomplishment for
these girls,” said Head Coach Bob White.
After those three losses, White came up with “a new
game plan, new rotations, and we really bought into
his plan,” said senior Katie Ballantyne, who with her
twin sister, is a team captain. (See story on page 26.)
Thirty-two victories later, the Sailfish had a new record
of consecutive wins and the American Volleyball
Coaches Association (AVCA) named White South
Region Coach of the Year for the second straight year.
On their way to that winning streak, the Sailfish
posted a 20-0 record against all teams in the Sunshine
State Conference. For the second straight year, PBA
hosted the NCAA regional tournament and defeated
Florida Southern College 3-1 to reach the Elite Eight.
Individual honors for the Sailfish included:
--named All-America by the AVCA: Sarah Ragland,
Ally Rohn and Molly Burkhardt. Ragland was also
named All-America by the Division II Conference
Commissioners Association.
--named to the NCAA South Region AllTournament Team: Ragland, Rohn, Emma Ballantyne
and Olivia Finckel.
--named to the NCAA National All-Tournament
Team: Finckel and Susie Forbes.
--named to the Academic All-District team by the
College Sports Information Directors of America:
Rohn and Emma Ballantyne.
The volleyball team as a whole led all PBA athletic
teams in academics last fall, with a 3.75 GPA.
Current Spring 2017
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John &
Sheila
Rinker
Sports
Center
takes
shape

Sailfish captains Emma (left)
and Katie Ballantyne greet
captains for the visiting team
on Senior Night.

Vball twins lead on court, in classroom

A

s PBA rolled toward a record-breaking
32-match winning streak in volleyball, on
Senior Night head coach Bob White rattled off
stats for twins Emma and Katie Ballantyne.
“Between the two of them they have 1,200 kills, 500
digs, 400 blocks and 100 aces,” White told a cheering
crowd. It was “Ballantyne’s Day,” because these sisters
from Oviedo, Florida, are the only seniors on the team.
“It’s just amazing, the level they play and what
they do in the classroom,” White said. Both twins
are wrapping up majors in medicinal and biological
chemistry, where they’ve earned multiple semesters on
the President’s List with a 4.0 GPA.
To imagine what it takes to make such grades in an
especially demanding major, one must also understand
the demands upon varsity
athletes. Monday through
Saturday during the season,
every day the volleyball
team had either three hours
of practice or a match.
“You have one day off a
week,” said Emma, “so that
day off is really critical for
everything.” The twins and
their teammates would
do homework on the bus
heading to competition, and
then on Sunday they’d catch
up for the next week’s classes.

In the off-season the team had 6 a.m. workouts
of weightlifting, sprinting and agility work. Next the
Sailfish headed off to class, with practice afterwards.
And then there’s community service. The
Ballantynes have done much of their Workship service
with the volleyball team, especially enjoying working
with a group of underprivileged girls. “We would
minister to them and coach them a little bit and have
fun with them, and I think we really touched their
hearts and opened them to the Lord,” said Katie. “I
think it taught them that they need to be working
hard, no matter their circumstances, in order to be
successful, and they could end up where we are.”
If those underprivileged girls follow the progress of
the twins, they’ll likely see more success to emulate.
After graduation Emma will attend
pharmacy school. Katie plans a “gap
year” working in a hospital, and
then medical school.
“They set high goals for
themselves, incredibly high goals
for themselves, and they achieve
them,” said Coach White. “They are
our captains this year, and rightfully
so. But the reason they’ve earned
the right to be the captains has been
their faith. I’m so proud of the way
that they lead and the way that they
represent our Lord.”
Rendering of finished building
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Sailfish athletes came back from Christmas break
amazed at the progress on the John and Sheila
Rinker Sports Center at the Rinker Athletic Campus.
Concrete wall sections, cast on the site, rose into
place during the holiday with the help of a crane.
The new building, to be completed by fall, will
house locker rooms, coaches' offices and rooms for
athletic strength and conditioning.
Current Spring 2017
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Class Notes

Newsworthy Notes
Dr. Joseph Claude Cappar Jr.
’73 received
his doctorate in
psychology from
Northcentral
University on Oct.
12, 2016. He lives
in Jacksonville,
North Carolina.
Email: capparjc@yahoo.com
Randall Speer ’74 retired as
chaplain in the North Carolina
Department of Corrections after
22 years. His last 13 years were at
Central Prison in Raleigh, where
he served as clinical chaplain and
ministered to death row inmates.
He now serves as a campground
host in Clemmons, North Carolina.
Email: rnspeer@bellsouth.net
Dr. Tim Owings ’75 published
his first book in a
series, Cadence
of Care:
Imagining a
Transformed
Advisor-Client
Experience. After
serving 40 years
as an ordained minister and
more than a decade as a financial
planner, he hopes to share his
stories to help professionals
create deeper, more meaningful
interpersonal experiences.
www.timowings.com
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Dr. Albert Sarno ’77 is an
assistant professor
in the Department
of Community Care
and Counseling at
Liberty University
and has published
two ebooks
through Kindle,
“On the Same
Page” Relationships Daily and
Helping Debative Learners Learn:
For Parents, Teachers and Youth
Workers.
Email: asarno@liberty.edu

Claudina Esquivel Pennell ’92
and her husband, Daniel, live on
Hutchinson Island in Fort Pierce,
Florida. Claudina homeschools
their daughter, Victoria, 12, and
Daniel is the founder and CEO
of WMTEK, a rapidly growing
software company that serves
global non-profits. This year their
eldest son, Danny, 24, graduates
from college and their youngest
son, Nicholas, 18, graduates from
high school. They attend Calvary
Chapel in Vero Beach, Florida, and
serve on annual mission trips to the
Bahamas.
Chris Sweet ’94 is the lead pastor
at Grace Temple Baptist Church

in San Angelo,
Texas. Previously
he served as
associate pastor
of music ministry
for 27 years.
Email:
pastorchrissweet@gmail.com
Kelli Fahey ’96 is the senior vice
president and chief procurement
officer for Symantec, a technology
software company in San
Francisco, California. She lives in
Longmont, Colorado.
Email: kfahey33@aol.com

Charles “Chip” Cruse ’98 is a
professional photographer and lives
in Port Saint Lucie, Florida. He
annually hosts mini reunions for his
cohort to stay connected with one
another. Pictured are Chip Cruse
’98, Lois Bowman ’98, Rose
White ’99, Sylvia Henderson ’98
and Tim Beasor ’98.
Janan Woodall Hodges ’01
teaches second grade at Callahan
Elementary School, where she
received the Teacher of the Year
award. She is in the master’s degree
program of education leadership
at Florida Atlantic University and
lives in Callahan, Florida.

Ann Marie Batten ’03 M.S. is
an exclusive agent for Allstate
Insurance in West Palm Beach, and
in 2015 received awards as Top
Commercial Producer, the Honor
Ring and the National Conference
Winner. She volunteers with
United Way of Palm Beach County
and Place of Hope and serves
on the board for the Charlotte
Hans Foundation. She lives in
Palm Beach Gardens. Email:
annmariebatten@allstate.com
Scott Winsor ’12 received his
medical
school white
coat in
August 2016
from Central
Michigan
University.
He is PBA’s
first BSN grad to go on to med
school. Scott is a cardiothoracic surgical nurse with Spectrum
Health in Grand Rapids and his
wife, Kiara Thornton Winsor ’12,
works in the emergency room. She
also is enrolled in Chamberlain
College of Nursing’s family nurse
practitioner program. They live in
Mount Pleasant, Michigan.
Jaime Greene ’12 M.S. received
the Ralph A. Marrinson Lifetime
Achievement Award in May 2016
from the Broward County Regional
Emergency Medical Services
Council, in recognition of his 40plus years of emergency medical
care. He lives in Greenacres,
Florida. Email: jsgems01@att.net

Adrienne Smith ’14 served
as project coordinator for the
Indiana Bicentennial Commission
and received a Sagamore of the
Wabash Award, the highest civilian
honor awarded in the State of
Indiana. The term “Sagamore” was
used by Native American tribes
of Indiana to describe a great man
among the tribe whom the chief
consulted for wisdom and advice.
The bicentennial gala honored the
dedicated volunteers, partners,
sponsors, dignitaries and leaders
who contributed to the success of
the bicentennial year.
Sandy Wimberly Kaider ’15 is
a job coach for The Independence
Project, a veterans assistance
research project conducted by
Harvard Business School. She
lives in Cumming, Georgia.
Email: kaiders@yahoo.com

Weddings
Dr. Heidi Frederick ’03/’06 MBA
married Anthony Ventura on
Oct. 22, 2016. Heidi is the associate
vice president
and dean for
the school of
graduate and
continuing
studies at
Trevecca
Nazarene
University.
They live in
Murfreesboro, Tennessee.
Email: pba.london@gmail.com

Sharon Bennett ’08 married
Bob Jundt
on July 16,
2016, in
Woodland,
Washington.
They live in
Washougal,
Washington.
Jay “Colin” Price ’14 married
Tatum Volf
on Aug.
15, 2016,
in Boulder
County,
Colorado.
Colin is the
logistics
manager at
The Hive,
a home interior store, and Tatum
interns with the Palm Beach
County Sheriff’s Office. They live
in West Palm Beach.
Laura Humphrey ’16 and
Alex “A.J.”
Titus ’14
were married
on Sept.
17, 2016, at
the Henry
Morrison
Flagler
Museum
in Palm Beach. Laura is acting
in performances at Curtain Call
Playhouse and Showplace Theatre,
and A.J. is a sales manager for
United Franchise Group. They live
in West Palm Beach.
Current Spring 2017
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Births & New Additions

Erin Hobbie van Santen ’03 and
her husband, Frans, welcomed
their son, Moses Oliver, on
Nov. 30, 2016. Moses joins his
sister, Estella, 2, and they live
just outside Amsterdam in the
Netherlands. Erin works part time
as a writer, editor and translator,
and Frans is pursuing his Masters
of Divinity at Tyndale Theological
Seminary. Email: erinhobbie@
gmail.com
Rebecca Johnson McAndrews
’03 and Jonathan “Dave”
McAndrews ’00/’05 M.S.
welcomed three new children from
Haiti on June 18, 2016: Edner, 8;
Edwen, 8; and Tamara, 5. They
join their two new sisters, Kate,
12; and Kinsey, 10, and live in
East Lansing, Michigan.
Email: beccamca@hotmail.com
Nichole Sztabor Kearns ’05 and
Mark Kearns ’98 welcomed
their third child, Keegan Matthew,
on July
28, 2016.
Keegan was
welcomed
by his two
sisters,
Elliana Joy
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and Cadence Elyse. They live
in Franklin, Tennessee.
Email: nickearns723@gmail.com

Sarah Livoti Babrick ’08 and
her husband, Timothy, adopted
their first son, Travino, in January
2016 and welcomed their second
son, Jayce Luke, in March 2016.
Sarah is managing director for the
WES Foundation, a nonprofit for
leukemia research. They live in
Lawrenceville, Georgia.
Email: sarahbabrick@gmail.com
Shelly Cocking Smith ’15 and her
husband, Casey, welcomed their
son, Leslie Charles, on Aug. 1,
2016. Shelly works for the Florida
Department of Transportation and
Casey is a manager for Gulf Coast
Avionics. They live in Bartow,
Florida.

In Loving Memory
Brenda “Jean” Flury Whitfield
’73 passed away on Nov. 12, 2015.
She is survived by her husband,
Lester; her daughter, Tina; and
her stepdaughter, Melissa. Four
grandchildren and numerous other
family members also survive.
Susan Rumph Holland ’76
passed away on Nov. 18, 2016.
She is survived by her husband,
David; two daughters, Monica and
Stephanie; her mother, Francis;
her brother, Bruce; and her sister,
Connie. Numerous other family
members and 21 much-loved
nieces and nephews also survive.
Patrick “Pat” Cronin ’81
passed away on Dec. 4, 2016. He
served as lead pastor of Friendly
Avenue
Baptist
Church in
Greensboro,
North
Carolina
since 1995.
He is survived by his wife, Brenda;
his three children, Ryan, Timothy
and Erin; two grandsons, Kevin
and Jack; four brothers, Thomas,
Michael, Peter and Sean; and two
sisters, Peggy and Marian.

Share
your news

Tell the PBA
community about that
new job, spouse or baby.
www.pba.edu/
alumniservices

Celebrating 42 years at PBA

T

he familiar words in Matthew 25:23, “Well
hear former students reference his life-changing
done, good and faithful servant,” describe the
lectures and leadership. Brenda Gadd ’96 MBA
dedicated service of Joe J. Eassa, Jr., professor
says, “I am honored and privileged to have had the
of graduate business studies. In celebration of his 42
opportunity to study under such a godly, selfless man,
years of teaching and administrative work at PBA, the
who not only expected and demanded the very best of
university plans a reception in his honor on Friday,
his students, but who genuinely lived what he taught,
March 31 at the West Palm Beach Hilton Hotel.
as exemplified through his leadership.” They also
In 1973 Eassa began teaching at PBA as an adjunct
fondly share iconic Eassa sayings, such as “Friends,
professor in the Rinker School of Business. One year
hear and listen,” and “We’re here to facilitate your
later, he left a successful
elevator to the top floor.”
career in business to
In honor of Eassa’s
teach full time. President
influence on their lives,
George Borders named
a group of MBA alumni
Eassa executive vice
organized an event and
president to direct the
fundraising campaign in 1997
university’s academic,
to establish the Joe J. Eassa, Jr.
financial and student
Endowed Scholarship Fund.
affairs areas in 1979, to
By May 1998, the group had
free up the president’s time
raised more than $25,000,
for critical fundraising.
and over the years since, loyal
Eassa instituted “Coffee
alumni continue to support
with Joe” talks for students
the fund, which has a current
to share their experiences
balance of $354,663 and
and input and expedited
provides more than $15,000
budget savings through
annually for scholarships for
his “Killer Watt” energydeserving MBA students.
saving program.
Dedicated to continued
In 1981 he returned
growth of the Joe J. Eassa,
to his full-time faculty
Jr. Scholarship Fund, Eassa
position, and in 1986, he
actively fundraises each year.
served as vice-chairman
He says that he would be
Dr. Eassa in 1986
of the university’s faculty
honored to see the balance
and staff fundraising campaign, helping to secure
exceed $500,000 by the end of 2017.
more than $200,000 for university buildings and
We welcome contributions to the Eassa Scholarship
programs. During his
Fund. Please visit www.pba.edu/giving and select
tenure at PBA, Eassa also
“other,” then “Joe J. Eassa, Jr. Scholarship Fund” or
assisted in establishing
mail your check made out to Palm Beach Atlantic
the tradition of American
University and designated to the Joe J. Eassa, Jr.
Free Enterprise Day, which Scholarship Fund to Palm Beach Atlantic University,
began in 1984.
Development Office, 901 S. Flagler Drive, P.O. Box
It is no secret that
24708, West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4708.
students of Eassa have
For more information about the celebration on
been profoundly impacted
March 31, please contact Vicki Pugh, vice president
by his teaching and
for development: vicki_pugh@pba.edu or
Dr. Eassa in 1980
mentoring. You will often
561-803-2012.
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The Official Online Store

GRAND OPENING!
PBASailFishGear.com

Order shirts, hats, totes and a
wide variety of accessories
to show off your Sailfish spirit.

