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President’s Letter

Health care: In the national conversation the topic provokes such anxiety for 
so many. How refreshing to see students and alumni of Palm Beach Atlantic 
rising up to meet health care challenges with compassion, innovation and 

excellence in their fields. In this report as we profile highlights of the 2016-17 
academic year we share feature stories from four areas of health care, showing 
service-minded PBA graduates Prepared for Care and strategically positioned to 
address critical needs, locally and nationally. 

Their professors have challenged and mentored these grads with a mindset 
like that of Dr. Matthew Mitchell: “When we set the bar high enough, people have 
a way of meeting that bar.” Mitchell and other faculty in the health and human 
performance laboratory lead undergraduate students through graduate-level 
research. Read how two of those students learned much in the lab as they prepared 
to pursue doctorates in physical therapy.

Julianne Beacom and Heather Robertson, both 2013 recipients of the Doctor of 
Pharmacy degree, saw remarkable results in a groundbreaking program at Martin 
Health System. Martin’s teams of pharmacists and other professionals won the 
Innovation of the Year award. Without a “road map” in front of them, Heather and 
Julianne were willing to step out and say, “I’d like to help create this.” 

It takes innovative faculty to produce innovative graduates. In mental health 
counseling courses, Dr. Philip Henry often takes his students “on the road,” 
conducting class at local substance abuse treatment centers. Small classes of 
students sit down with treatment center owners, learning how to battle the raging 
opioid epidemic. 

Meanwhile, in nursing, students, faculty and alumni help meet critical needs 
through the Volunteer Nursing Corps. Supported by a grant from the Palm 
Healthcare Foundation, this new volunteer outreach provides education, resources 
and care to the underserved in Palm Beach County. 

The majority of the nursing volunteers have been PBA students and faculty. 
That reflects the volunteer spirit that runs throughout this Christ-first university. In 
the same way, you’ll find that no matter what their major, PBA students and grads 
demonstrate integrity, love and desire to “make a difference.”

In the pages that follow, read not only the health care related features, but also 
the reports from other programs and departments that work together so that PBA 
grads leave the university Prepared for Care. Note also the listings of individuals, 
families and organizations that so faithfully provide the university with financial 
resources and countless volunteer hours. And don’t miss the photos inside showing 
the just completed John & Sheila Rinker Sports Center, a transformative addition 
to our 78-acre athletic campus on Parker Avenue. With the completion of the 
center came PBA’s final approval as a member of the Sunshine State Conference, a 
milestone indeed.  

In the classrooms and laboratories, on the athletic fields and behind the scenes 
in many ways, we see the PBA family working and serving together, having 
tremendous impact upon their community and the world. To those godly faculty, 
staff, students, alumni, trustees, donors and volunteers we offer our heartfelt 
thanks for their Amazing Faithfulness.
  
Sincerely,

William M. B. Fleming, Jr. 
President
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The Lloyd L. Gregory School of Pharmacy offers the Pharm.D. 
(Doctorate in Pharmacy) and the Doctor of Pharmacy/Master of 
Business Administration.  
See learn-well.pba.edu/schoolofpharmacy

Pharmacy grads Julianne Beacom and Heather 
Robertson serve on the front lines of health care in 
a groundbreaking program dramatically reducing 

hospital visits. It’s an approach that smashes the stereotype 
of a pharmacist as someone wearing a white coat and 
counting pills. 

At Martin Health System in Stuart, Florida, Beacom and 
Robertson work as pharmacists integrated into bedside 
care and primary care clinics. The program won Innovation 
of the Year in Patient Care from the Florida Hospital 
Association.

“We are seeing the outcomes, which is absolutely amazing,” 
said Beacom. “It’s very exciting for me, being a young 
pharmacist, to be able to be part of something like this.” 

Beacom and Robertson, both 2013 grads of the Lloyd 
L. Gregory School of Pharmacy, work on teams serving 
patients having multiple chronic problems such as diabetes, 
hypertension and obesity. “With 75 percent of all health 
care dollars spent on patients with one or more chronic 
conditions, meeting the needs of these patients is the single 
greatest challenge in this new health care landscape,” said 
Dave Harlow, assistant vice president for professional 
services at Martin Health. 

Within that challenging patient population, over the 
past two years the new program has reduced hospital re-
admission rates by 54.5 percent and emergency room visits 
by 44.7 percent.

The program, called Comprehensive Health Management, 
seeks to educate and support patients who often are 
confused and overwhelmed by their disease states and all 
the medications they must take. Pharmacists like Beacom 
and Robertson work in teams with doctors and nurses, 
teaching patients to “self-manage” their health. 

“We’re out in the field in primary care, working every day, 
seeing patients along with the physician,” said Robertson. 
“We’re collaborating a lot more than I think we ever have in 
the pharmacy field. That’s the vision that I’m excited to be a 
part of.”

When Martin Health began the 
program three years ago “we were 
attempting to create something 
new,” which called for a special 
openness and vision, said Debra 
Ann Antoon, corporate manager of 
ambulatory pharmacy services. “In 
Heather and Julianne, what we saw 
was an actual hunger for them to 
make a difference. They both were 
willing to, without a road map in 
front of them, step out and say ‘I’d 
like to help create this.’”

Heather Robertson works 
in physician offices.

Pharmacy

2

Pharmacy Grads Step Out  
in Groundbreaking Program

Pharmacist Julianne 
Beacom works inside 
the hospital, seeing 
patients along  
with the physician.

In a two-pronged program, Beacom works on a team 
making rounds inside the hospital, while Robertson’s team 
sees patients at physician offices. “They both had a really 
big heart for patients,” said Antoon. “And honestly, we take 
students from PBA all the time, and they are just top-notch.”

Beacom recalled what her professor told the class early in 
their first year of pharmacy school: “To treat every patient 
as if it were your mother.” She said, “having that level of 
compassion that I learned from PBA I feel is what is most 
valuable to me and my patients.”

“One of our aims in the Gregory School of Pharmacy is 
equipping graduates with the skills and desire to tackle the 
everyday challenges in health care delivery,” said Dr. Jeff 
Lewis, pharmacy dean. “Employing wisdom, innovation 
and compassion for others, we encourage them to engage 
in identifying otherwise unmet needs and collaboratively 
developing effective means of addressing them.

“Heather and Julianne exemplify this in their daily pursuit 
of excellence, as servant leaders helping to solve real-world 
health care problems,” said Lewis. “I’m incredibly proud of 
them and am grateful for their contributions to a healthier 
community.” 

“Having that level of compassion that I 
learned from PBA I feel is what is most 

valuable to me and my patients.”
Julianne Beacom
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Health & Human Performance

Dr. Matthew Mitchell loves to guide students into 
complex research projects, motivated not by the 
competitive pull of academic publishing, but by 

the remarkable learning tool that research provides. “We 
don’t get research done through students,” he said. “We get 
students done through research.” 
 Mitchell, with a Ph.D. from the University of Florida, 
is associate professor of health and human performance 
(HHP). He came to his professor role after having been a 
pastor and church planter. Now in the HHP lab he retains 
this ministry mindset: “It’s about people.” How can he build 
relationships, how can he engage students in research “and 
how can they grow from that?”
 HHP students have displayed abundant growth in PBA’s 
Interdisciplinary Research Conference. “Because we have 
made research such a key component of what we’re trying 
to do,” said Mitchell, in the last two years HHP students 
or faculty have earned seven university-funded grants for 
research. The resulting research yielded 15 posters and five 
presentations in the conference. 
 Four of the research presentations came in this year’s 
conference. Among them was the report from exercise 
science majors Sean Campbell and Brian Lowe: “Effect 
of Altitude Simulation Training at Sea Level on Aerobic 
Capacity and Pulmonary Function.”
 In exercise physiology class Campbell had learned about 
endurance athletes showing performance gains after 
training at high altitudes. Given limited access to high 
altitude, there’s a trend to simulate high altitude using 
computer-monitored breathing masks. Campbell and Lowe 
wanted to see how well those masks work, and they wanted 
to learn about how such training affected the lungs and 
aerobic capacity. 
 After nearly a year of planning, the researchers brought 
18 subjects into the equipment-filled lab at the Greene 
Complex for Sports and Recreation. The subjects went 
through a battery of tests, including “VO2 Max,” considered 
the gold standard for determining cardio/respiratory fitness. 

 Campbell said learning how 
to run the VO2 Max is one of 
the many skills he gained that 
will help him in the future. 
He and Lowe both graduated 
in May, and both plan to 
pursue doctorates in physical 
therapy.
 The two also learned how 
to run diagnostic ultrasound 
equipment, which they 
used to determine how the 
thickness of the diaphragm 
changed during moderate to 
heavy exercise.

Brian Lowe monitors a subject on a treadmill during 
research into aerobic capacity and pulmonary function.

Dr. Matthew Mitchell talks 
about research in the health 
and human performance lab.

The School of Education and Behavioral Studies offers majors  
in exercise science, human performance and sport and physical  
education: Grades K-12. www.pba.edu/health-human-performance

Engagement,Growth
Relationship,Professors’ Goals in  

Equipment-Filled Lab:

 

 Meanwhile, other HHP students tackled research on topics 
such as hemoglobin mass in female athletes and the effects 
of exercise on cancer-related fatigue. “We’re doing graduate-
level research with undergraduate students,” said Mitchell. 
“When we set the bar high enough, people have a way of 
meeting that bar.”
 Campbell and Lowe said their many hours of planning, 
testing and analyzing helped them develop not only specific 
skills but also broad strengths: working as a team, dealing 
with deadlines, interacting with subjects.
 Student researchers and professors in the HHP lab 
sometimes have help from students in the Federal Work-
Study Program, which provides part-time employment for 
qualified students.  Mitchell’s careful use of that help reflects 
his philosophy about students and research. He asked, “Will 
a student learn from making copies and running errands 
(typical work-study tasks), or will the student learn from 
analyzing data on cancer research? So which job will I give 
that student?” Mitchell concluded: “Not the copies.”  

Now in the HHP lab he retains 
this ministry mindset: “It’s 
about people.” How can he build 
relationships, how can he engage 
students in research “and how can 
they grow from that?”
Dr. Matthew Mitchell
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Nursing volunteer Lauren Smith interacts with a baby and mom at Gratitude House.
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Nursing

Fontaine Timmer, Volunteer 
Nursing Corps director

Volunteering  
 Is Their Heart

The School of Nursing offers the RN to BSN (Online), the Bachelor of Science 
in Nursing, the Master of Science in Nursing – Health Systems Leadership and 
the Doctor of Nursing Practice. www.pba.edu/school-of-nursing

Cajoling, negotiating, 
flattering: many a 
“volunteer” coordinator 

must labor long through a phone 
list to recruit help for a service 
project. Fontaine Timmer doesn’t 
have that problem as director of the 
Volunteer Nursing Corps at Palm 
Beach Atlantic. In the first year of 
her program’s operation, volunteers 
have joyously served some 870 hours 
to help meet healthcare needs for 
hundreds of adults and children.
 “Of every nurse that I have asked to volunteer, not one 
has said no,” Timmer said. “That’s what’s rewarding to me. 
This volunteering is their heart. They’re giving back. They’re 
loving. This is what they do.”
 Supported by a grant from the Palm Healthcare Foundation, 
the Volunteer Nursing Corps (VNC) brings together PBA 
nursing faculty, graduate and undergraduate nursing students 
and also local nurses having no PBA connection. In the 2016-
17 academic year 63 volunteers joined the effort, helping fill 
gaps in local health care services.
 “We’re touching the underserved population,” said 
Timmer. The VNC promotes health and wellness by 
providing education, resources and care to people who 
cannot get to health care facilities for these services. 
 For example, PBA grad Lauren Smith has volunteered 
at Gratitude House, a treatment center for women having 
substance abuse issues. The center’s clientele includes moms 
and pregnant women, making it a natural spot for Smith to 
serve. She’s a nurse in the neo-natal intensive care unit of 
Bethesda Hospital, where she often cares for infants who are 
addicted to drugs when they are born.
 At Gratitude House Smith assisted the center’s nurse 
practitioner, checking patients, helping both mothers and 
children. “Knowing that there is a program available for 
women to be happy and healthy and substance-free really 

gives me as a health care provider hope for our future and 
for our families,” she said. 
 Bethesda Hospital East named Smith Nurse of the Year in 
her unit. In addition to her full-time nursing job, Smith 
also works toward her graduate degree in PBA’s Doctor 
of Nursing Practice (DNP) program. Under that 
combined workload, serving as a volunteer takes “a 
little bit of time management and mostly passion,” 
she said, “because if you’re doing something that 
you love, you’re always able to find time for that.” 
 Partnering with churches and community 
organizations, these nurse volunteers have 
worked in health fairs, back-to-school clinics 
and screenings for diabetes and blood 
pressure. They’ve ministered to the homeless 
and other needy populations, serving and 
educating and helping people navigate 
health care services.
 “We are committed to helping the 
underserved in vulnerable populations 
in the county,” said Patrick McNamara, 
president and CEO of Palm Healthcare 
Foundation. He said the foundation has 
“been delighted” at how the nursing 
corps has “gotten plugged in” with health 
care centers and other partners in health 
care. “Fontaine Timmer has just been a 
dynamo,” he said. “And we’ve also been delighted 
to see the number of student volunteers that Palm 
Beach Atlantic has brought into the program.”
 “Volunteers can be a huge component to improving 
health care” in Palm Beach County and beyond, said 
Timmer. “Because if our volunteer system works, then 
others can do the same thing. It’s sustainable.”
 For more information on the Volunteer Nurse Corps,  
call (561) 803-2841.

Nursing volunteer Lauren Smith interacts 
with a baby and mom at Gratitude House.

“Of every nurse that I have asked to volunteer,  not 
one has said no. That’s what’s rewarding to me. This 
volunteering is their heart.”

Fontaine Timmer
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Dr. Philip Henry heads the 
addictions specialization in the 
university’s counseling program.

Mental Health

  Counseling 
Grads Address 
Root Problems     
of Substance   
 Abuse

Underneath  
the Opioid 
Epidemic:

Illustration by  
Lauren Graham Waller, 
2014 PBA alumna

 Henry earned his Ph.D. from Temple University and 
also holds the Master of Divinity degree. He said one of 
the distinctives of PBA’s Master of Science in Counseling 
is that students take a holistic look at problems such as 
substance abuse. 
 “I think what we’re seeing in the heroin addiction 

problem is the tip of the iceberg,” said Henry. “The 
deeper problem has to do with what’s happened in our 
families and what’s happened regarding trauma within 
individuals’ lives and within children’s lives.” 
 PBA students learn about root problems such as 

childhood neglect, learning disabilities and sexual abuse. 
And then, to help address addiction-related problems, 
students learn to consider these questions for their 
patients: What developmental issues are they facing? 
What are their strengths, their abilities? What were they 
created to be? How can they connect with God, find 
purpose and persevere?
 As PBA students and faculty talk about such complex 

issues, the program’s small class sizes allow “a very 
interactive process,” said Henry. And some of those small 
classes take a unique educational jaunt into Palm Beach 
County’s busy substance abuse treatment facilities. 
 Last year Henry’s Substance Abuse II class went to 10 

treatment centers to meet for class and sit down with 
professionals in the field. Imagine eight students sitting 
around a table with the owner of a treatment center, the 
clinical director and their own professor. They talk about 
how to run a treatment center, and students do more 
than learn; they also make important connections for  
the future.

As a deadly opioid 
epidemic grips Florida 
and the nation, a small 
army of PBA counseling 

alumni has responded with 
compassionate service and an 
eye for the underlying causes of 
addiction. “If you go to treatment 
centers in places all around, you’ll 
find our grads,” said Dr. Philip 
Henry, who heads the addictions 
specialization in the university’s 
counseling program.

 “Almost every semester a person gets a job, because they’re 
interested, they’re prepared,” said Henry.
 “The practicum, the internships, for me that was the big 

deal,” said 36-year-old Glen Aitken. “It helped me a lot to 
be able to practice what I learned.” He just finished his PBA 
master’s degree in May, and already he’s a full-time chaplain 
at The Treatment Center of the Palm Beaches.  
 Numerous PBA grads have gone on to fill key leadership 

spots in substance abuse treatment centers. Annmarie 
Kilinski, 2011 counseling grad, worked for a while in the 
foster care system, where “it just seemed that every part 
of therapy that I was doing with families and children 
somehow was affected by this epidemic of drug abuse.”
 Seeing how drug problems have “such a ripple effect on 

everything,” Kilinski moved to a job in substance abuse, and 
now she’s clinical director at London Treatment Center.   
 John C. Maguire earned his bachelor’s degree and also his 

master’s in mental health counseling from PBA. Now as 
clinical director at Futures of Palm Beach, he supervises a 
number of other PBA counseling graduates.
 Paul Eastman also earned his bachelor’s and masters at 

PBA, and he now works as a primary therapist at Desert 
Rose Recovery. It’s a challenging, taxing job, sometimes 
mentally exhausting. “But daily it’s rewarding, to see some 
of these people ‘get it’ and grow and stay sober,” he said. 
“When they get a year clean, they’ll call you up, let you 
know the impact you had on their life. So it’s a blessing.”

8

The School of Education and Behavioral Studies offers the Master of 
Science in Mental Health Counseling with two areas of specialization: 
Addictions Counseling or Marriage, Couple and Family Counseling.  
A non-specialized generalist concentration is available for students  
not seeking licensure. 
See learn-well.pba.edu/ms-mental-health-counseling

“I think what we’re seeing in the heroin 
addiction problem is the tip of the iceberg.”

Dr. Philip Henry
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Year in Review
2016-2017

Year in Review

U.S. News Rates PBA among Best in South
Palm Beach Atlantic University is ranked 62nd among 

the best universities in the South according to U.S. News & 
World Report’s Best Colleges 2017 edition. The publication 
includes rankings of more than 1,800 schools nationwide. 
The 2017 ranking places Palm Beach Atlantic tied with 
Coastal Carolina University (South Carolina), Jacksonville 
University and St. Leo University (Florida) and the 
University of Tennessee-Chattanooga in the top tier of 
regional universities in the South.

U.S. News ranked PBA 28th in its Best Online Education 
Programs for 2017. The university offers four bachelor’s 
degree programs online: ministry, organizational 
management, nursing (BSN for RNs) and psychology. 

PBA Impact on County Put at $395 Million
Palm Beach Atlantic University had an estimated 

impact of $395,000,767 on Palm Beach County’s economy 
this academic year, according to the University’s Office of 
Assessment, Accreditation and Research. That represents an 
increase of more than 6 percent from the previous year.

McCaffrey Joins Board of Trustees
Thomas P. McCaffrey, president and chief operating 

officer of KLX Inc., joined the Palm Beach Atlantic 
University Board of Trustees in September. Headquartered 
in Wellington, Florida, KLX is a leading distributor and 
value-added services provider of aerospace fasteners and 
consumables and a provider of services and products to the 
oil and gas exploration industry. 

A California native, McCaffrey graduated from 
California Polytechnic University and is a certified public 
accountant. He is actively involved in St. Juliana Catholic 
Church in West Palm Beach and the St. Vincent DePaul 
Seminary in Boynton Beach. He and his wife, Kerry, live in 
West Palm Beach. They are parents to three grown children.

Lewis Book Still Resonates, Says Scholar
In his Oct. 17 visit to PBA, historian and Notre Dame 

professor emeritus Dr. George Marsden spoke of the lasting 
vitality and remarkable impact of a little book by C.S. Lewis: 
Mere Christianity.

First published in 1952, the book has sold more than 3.5 
million copies since 2001, said Marsden, delivering the 2016 
President’s Distinguished Scholar Lecture. He suggested 
reasons for the success of this work of Christian apologetics, 
concluding that Lewis “leads you on a journey that points 
you toward seeing a beauty that can make sense of your 
life.” Marsden is the author or editor of more than a dozen 
books, including an award-winning biography of Jonathan 
Edwards, clergyman and theologian of Colonial America. 

Home Depot Co-founder Honored 
Prominent businessman, investor and philanthropist 

Kenneth Langone received the university’s American Free 
Enterprise Medal Nov. 10. A New York native, Langone 
was a co-founder of The Home Depot and is the founder 
and CEO of Invemed Associates LLC, a firm specializing in 
health care and high technology companies. 

“There’s nothing wrong with being successful,” Langone 
told the crowd in Rubin Arena. “There’s everything wrong 
with being successful and not realizing the obligation it puts 
on you to leave this place a little better than you found it. 
That’s the genius and the greatness of America.”

The university also honored three companion medalists: 
Yvonne Boice, a businesswoman and philanthropist; Alan 
Crowetz, president and CEO of the computer and business 
consulting firm InfoStream, Inc.; and Rob Morris, owner 
and operator of two Chick-fil-A restaurants in West Palm 
Beach and consultant for a third location.

Kenneth Langone at the Nov. 10 ceremony

Move-in Celebration: Women’s Soccer 
Coach Chris Gnehm welcomes Nicole 
Richards and other players into the 
grand lobby of the John & Sheila Rinker 
Sports Center. See other photos of the 
new building on pages 16-17.
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LeMieux Center Hosts Well-known Leaders
The LeMieux Center for Public Policy hosted prominent 

leaders in politics, business and media in public forums and 
in more intimate exchanges with students.  

Bob Graham, two-term Florida governor and three-
term U.S. senator, spoke Nov. 16. Graham, who co-chaired 
Congress’ joint inquiry into the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, 
addressed recent developments related to the investigation.

The Dec. 8 visit by former Virginia Gov. Bob McDonnell 
marked one of McDonnell’s first public speaking 
engagements since the U.S. Supreme Court unanimously 
overturned his 2014 conviction and that of his wife. The 
McDonnells had been accused of accepting improper gifts 
and loans from a Virginia businessman. 

Steve Forbes, chairman and editor-in-chief of Forbes 
Media, talked on politics and the economy on Jan. 11. 
Forbes was a Republican presidential candidate in 1996  
and 2000.

On Feb. 15 nationally known political journalist and 
author Mark Halperin talked about the election of President 
Donald Trump. Former U.S. Sen. George LeMieux called 
Halperin “the foremost chronicler of presidential elections 
in this country.”

LeMieux hosts the events for the public policy center 

bearing his name, and he also works with PBA students 
awarded research fellowships. The 2017 LeMieux Fellows 
are undergraduate students Nicole Freire and Jenna 
Wolfram.

The LeMieux Center is just one of PBA’s five centers 
of excellence, areas of focus that allow select and 
highly motivated students to gain special knowledge and 
expertise in specific fields. www.pba.edu/centers-of-
excellence

Campus Compact, United Way Honor PBA
Florida Campus Compact named Palm Beach Atlantic 

University the 2016 Engaged Campus of the Year for 
independent colleges and universities. PBA was recognized 
for surpassing 3 million hours of service in the community 
since the university’s founding in 1968, for its persistent and 
positive presence in the community and for its participation 
in the Parker Avenue Consortium.

The United Way of Palm Beach County presented 
Palm Beach Atlantic with its 2017 Award for Excellence in 
Service. The honor, presented at the United Way’s Simply 
the Best Annual Awards, was in recognition of the United 
Way’s partnership with PBA in the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day of Service as well as PBA’s involvement with the 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program.

Michael Brown: Employee of the Year 
The PBA community recognized Michael Brown as 

employee of the year. As senior athletic director for external 
operations, Brown is a familiar face to the regulars at 
university athletic events.

“He welcomes new challenges and is eager to grow the 
Sailfish Athletics brand, striving daily to develop Christian 
game changers,” said Carolyn Stone, director of athletics. 

Now in his 10th year at PBA, Brown oversees all of 
PBA’s home athletic events, among other duties. The son 
of college professors, he has a master’s degree in athletics 
administration. Colleagues called him “a reliable team 
player who is dependable and so very kind with each and 
every interaction.”

Veteran Franchise Leader Is Titus Chair
Dr. John P. Hayes, a veteran franchise practitioner and 

educator, has been named the Titus Chair for Franchise 
Leadership and director of the new Titus Center for 
Franchising. Under his leadership, the Marshall E. Rinker 
Sr. School of Business now offers a Bachelor’s of Science in 
Management with a concentration in franchising. 

“Few universities offer 
courses in franchising 
and PBA is the only 
university in the state of 
Florida to offer a franchise 
concentration as part of the 
bachelor’s degree program,” 
said Hayes.

Hayes is one of the few 
people in the world to have 
served as a franchisor, a 
franchisee and an advisor 
to franchise companies 
internationally. He has 
written several books with 

franchisors, including You Can’t Teach A Kid To Ride A Bike 
At A Seminar with David Sandler, founder of Sandler Sales 
System, and Start Small, Finish Big: Fifteen Key Lessons to 
Start — and Run — Your Own Successful Business, with Fred 
DeLuca, co-founder of Subway Restaurants. 

For more than 25 years Hayes has taught The A to 
Zs of Buying a Franchise, the most popular symposium 
at the International Franchise Expo, sponsored by the 
International Franchise Association. Each year he speaks 
and trains at numerous franchise events across the globe.

The Titus Center for Franchising at Palm Beach Atlantic 
University, the only academic center of its kind in Florida, 
offers academic coursework, internships, job shadowing 
and training at area franchises, including the global 
headquarters of United Franchise Group in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. The center, based in the Rinker School of 
Business, was established in 2016 through a gift from Ray 
Titus, founder and CEO of United Franchise Group. 

Trinity Forum Holds Discussion at PBA
The Trinity Forum held a two-day discussion with 

its board members on “Character & Courage in the 21st 
Century” at Palm Beach Atlantic University in January. The 
forum is a nonprofit organization that works to cultivate 
networks of leaders “whose integrity and vision will renew 
culture and promote human freedom and flourishing.” 
Among the 27 participants were President William M. B. 
Fleming Jr., School of Arts and Sciences Dean Dr. Robert 
Lloyd, School of Ministry Dean Dr. Randy Richards and 
Associate Professor of Philosophy Dr. Craig Hanson. 

The Trinity Forum “serves a really acute need for 
profound critical thought within the church in a way that 
nothing else really does,” said Hanson, director of the 
emerging Global Development program at PBA.  

Gala Honors Faithful Education Supporters
The university honored Palm Beach residents Emilia 

Fanjul and Darlene Jordan as the 2017 Women of 
Distinction during a gala luncheon Feb. 23 at The Breakers 
Palm Beach.

The annual luncheon raises money for scholarships 
for female PBA students. This was the 26th year of the 
event, which honors women who have made significant 
contributions to the community. Both Fanjul and Jordan are 
longtime supporters of education, among other causes.

This year’s recipients of the Women of Distinction 
Scholarship are Reana De Pass of Orlando, Florida, and 
Cassie Stanton of Wheaton, Illinois.

Former U.S. Sen. George LeMieux, left, 
listens to Bob McDonnell. Below, from 
left, are Bob Graham, Steve Forbes and 
Mark Halperin.

Dr. John P. Hayes

Darlene Jordan, left, and Emilia Fanjul pose with 
President William M. B. Fleming, Jr. 
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Former Dean Takes Helm as Provost
Dr. E. Randolph “Randy” Richards, a scholar and 

experienced administrator well known to PBA, became 
provost and chief academic officer in May. Richards came 
to the job after 11 years as dean of the School of Ministry and 
professor of biblical studies.

Under Richard’s leadership, 
the School of Ministry soared in 
enrollment, faculty achievements 
and fundraising. Richards was 
instrumental in adding a fully 
online undergraduate ministry 
degree and two master’s degrees. 

Richards has authored or co-
authored nearly a dozen books and 
dozens of scholarly articles. He 
is a popular lecturer, speaker and 
teacher, and has presented in places 

as diverse as Istanbul, Turkey; Kijabe, Kenya; Wycliffe Hall, 
Oxford, United Kingdom; and Kathmandu, Nepal. 

Richards’ predecessor as provost, Dr. Gene Fant, left 
the university to become president of North Greenville 
University in Tigerville, South Carolina. Coinciding with 
Richards becoming provost, the 
university made the following 
appointments:

◆ Dr. Jonathan Grenz as dean of 
the School of Ministry;
 
◆ Dr. Justin Hardin as assistant 
dean of the School of Ministry 
Graduate Department;
 
◆ Dr. Nathan Lane as associate 
provost for instruction. 

First Master of Accountancy Grads Walk 
On May 6 the university awarded its first Master of 

Accountancy diplomas, in a new, accelerated program that 
readies graduates for their next steps in a hot career field.

Designed for working professionals, the new degree 
fulfills the graduate credit hours required for the CPA and 
prepares students to take the CPA exam. With all evening 
classes, the program will allow most students to earn the 
30-credit degree in 12 to 18 months.

The professional services firm Templeton & Company 
made a $100,000 gift to become the signature sponsor of the 
Master of Accountancy program. Templeton & Company 
will be involved in identifying students for internships 
and recruiting graduates to fill positions in the firm. The 
second-floor conference room in the Rinker School of 
Business on the Palm Beach Atlantic campus will be named 
The Templeton & Company Conference Room.

Speakers Challenge 700-plus Graduates 
Dr. Jay Strack, founder of Student Leadership University 

(SLU), challenged the more than 500 spring graduates to 
believe they can make a difference in the world. “Take the 
gifts that you have and a heart that cares for other people 
and the belief that God could use even me to change some 
of the things that I don’t like going on today,” he said.

Some 4,500 guests joined the graduates in the May 6 
ceremony at the South Florida Fairgrounds in suburban 
West Palm Beach. President William M. B. Fleming, Jr. 

noted that more than 100 among PBA’s graduating class had 
taken part in Orlando-based SLU. For 15 years, PBA has 
partnered with Student Leadership University, an incubator 
of Christian values. 

December’s commencement speaker was Francois 
Vosloo, a veteran of more than 30 years in leadership with 
the mission organization Operation Mobilisation. More 
than 200 graduates received their diplomas in the ceremony 
at the Palm Beach County Convention Center. 

Politics Professor Wins Teaching Award
Dr. Linda Raeder received PBA’s 2017 Charles and Hazel 

Corts Award for Outstanding Teaching. Raeder taught 
at the Center for U.S. Studies in Wittenberg, Germany, 
before coming to PBA in 2001 to teach political theory 
and political economy. She has written numerous scholarly 
publications exploring the nature and development of 
the Western liberal tradition, including a monograph on 
the religious thought of J.S. Mill and chapters and articles 
on Hayek, Burke, Marx, Augustine, Voegelin and related 
subjects. 

Her books include John Stuart Mill and Religion of 
Humanity, The Dilemmas of American Conservatism, 
the Freedom in American Society trilogy, and her latest, 
The Transformation of American Society: Progressivism, 
Multiculturalism and Tolerance. She has been associate 
editor of Humanitas, published by the National Humanities 
Institute, since 1994.

 
 

Alumni Honor Deceased Music Professor 
In April some 60 PBA alumni came from as far away as 

Arizona, Colorado, Saint Martin and London to sing in a 
concert honoring the late Dr. Ray Robinson, a much-loved 
music professor and mentor.

Robinson had a long and distinguished career 
internationally as a choir and orchestra conductor. He came 

to PBA in 1989 from Westminster Choir College, and he 
retired from PBA in 2003 after establishing a world-class 
music program. 

The PBA Alumni Association sponsored a special 
weekend of activities in honor of Robinson, including a 
Founders Day chapel service and a performance of Mozart’s 
Requiem. Robinson’s wife, Ruth, and many of his family 
members were present for the memoriam. 

Dr. Randy Richards Dr. Linda Raeder, professor of politics, received the 2017 Charles and Hazel Corts Award for Outstanding Teaching.

Music alumnae Rebekah Lee Pridmore, left, and Melissa Walstrom Rowell greet Ruth Robinson.

Dr. Jonathan Grenz
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A week before the Aug. 23, 2017, start of classes, 
coaches were already settling in at the John & 
Sheila Rinker Sports Center on the Marshall and 

Vera Lea Rinker Athletic Campus. With 32,342 square 
feet of space, the new building provides locker rooms, staff 
offices, student work area, academics/team meeting room, 
strength and conditioning room, treatment room and 
conference room.

The west side of the building (photo above) overlooks 
the lacrosse and soccer field. The second floor houses a 

hospitality room with kitchen facilities.
As this report went to press, only a few decorating 

touches were left to complete, including the installation 
of a hallway mural entitled “Sailfish Game Changers.” 
On a composite background of the West Palm Beach 
waterfront skyline, the mural, shown atop this page, 
features larger than life-size photos of PBA athletes. 

With the completion of the sports center came PBA’s 
official welcome into the Sunshine State Conference, 
announced on Aug. 10.

Rinker Sports Center Open; 
SSC Membership Official
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Academic Programs
Academic Programs

Arts & Sciences
Dr. Thomas Chesnes, professor of biology, was a Go Blue 
Award finalist, awarded through Loggerhead Marinelife 
Center. In addition, he and a team of PBA undergraduate 
biology students recorded the first sighting of mangrove salt 
marsh snakes in both Martin and Broward counties.
Dr. Marsha Guntharp, professor of mathematics, was 
elected to a second two-year term for vice-president-higher 
ed of Florida Council of Teachers of Mathematics. She is 
also regional instructor for the international organization of 
Teachers Teaching with Technology and the newsletter editor 
for Palm Beach County Council of Teachers of Mathematics.
Dr. Wes Borucki, associate professor of history, has been 
appointed a senior reviewer and curriculum advisor for the 
Advanced Placement United States History program by the 
Educational Policy Improvement Center of Eugene, Oregon. 
He also has been appointed a course reviewer for the AP 
Research and Seminar programs.
Dr. Roger Chapman, professor of history, is one of a select 
group of faculty members nationwide chosen by the Council of 
Independent Colleges (CIC) and the Gilder Lehrman Institute 
of American History to participate in a special American 
history seminar, “The 20th Century Presidency.” 
Dr. Jenifer Elmore, associate professor of English, directed 
the Catharine Maria Sedgwick Symposium in Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts, in June, 2017. She serves as first vice-president 
of the Sedgwick Society. 
Dr. David Horkott, associate professor of philosophy, served 
as PBA’s Faculty Service Learning fellow under a grant from 
the Council of Independent Colleges Network for Vocation 
in Undergraduate Education (NetVUE). Horkott and Kate 
Magro, director of Workship, work to educate faculty about  
the benefits of service learning projects in credit courses. 
Dr. Robert Lloyd, dean of the School of Arts & Sciences, 
is a non-resident senior fellow with the Atlantic Council in 
Washington, D.C., and also is on the editorial board of the 
Journal of the Middle East and Africa.
Lisa Marzano, director of Writing Programs and assistant 
professor of English, was elected to the Southeastern Writing 
Center Association board. 
Dr. Carl  Miller, assistant professor of English; Dr. Elizabeth 
Stice, assistant professor of history; Dr. Mireille Aleman, 
associate professor of chemistry; and Dr. Robert Lloyd 
oversaw the establishment of the Prestigious National 
Scholarships Committee, a group focused on raising PBA 
students’ awareness of and success applying for awards such as 
the Fulbright, Rhodes, Boren and Truman scholarships.
Palm Beach Atlantic University’s Sigma Tau Delta English 
Honor Society chapter won the organization’s Outstanding 
Chapter Award for 2016-17, having been selected out of 
more than 800 chapters nationwide. Dr. Carl F. Miller, 
chapter sponsor, attended the Sigma Tau Delta convention in 
Louisville, Kentucky, where he and two PBA students accepted 
the award.

School of Communication and Media
Allen McCoy, associate professor of theatre, directed Taming 
of the Shrew with the Emerald Coast Theatre Company in 
Destin, Florida. In August of 2016 McCoy produced Finding 
Mr. Grey for the National Alliance of Mental Illness.  
Antonio Zarro, associate professor of cinema-television, 
served as vice chair for the faculty scriptwriting competition 
of the Festival of Media Arts at the Broadcasters Education 
Association. In Las Vegas at the annual conference of the 
Broadcast Education Association, PBA students and faculty 
won 10 awards, placing them third overall, only behind 
Arizona State University and University of Oklahoma. The 
cinema-television program received 29 national awards for the 
2016-17 academic year.  
Wes Jamison, associate professor of public relations, served 
as chair for the Public Relations Society of America and for 
the Institute for Feed Education and Research (IFEEDER). 
Jamison served as chairman of the advisory board for the 
Animal Agriculture Alliance in Washington, D.C. Jamison 
received $13,000 in research grants and external funding to 
research religious messaging and framing in food, allowing 
him to hire two students as research assistants.  
Two teams from the public relations program created 
professional campaigns for external clients receiving a total of 
$13,000 in funding and requiring international travel. 
Robert Fortner, professor of communication, was a 
reviewer for papers submitted to the Clifford G. Christians 
Research Award, the International Communication 
Division of the Association for Education in Journalism 
and Mass Communication, the Journal for International 
Communication, Oxford University Press and the Association 
for Practical and Professional Ethics Conference. Fortner 
received a Quality Initiative Faculty and Student Research 
Grant and was accepted into membership of the Heterodox 
Academy.  
Stephanie Bennett, professor of communication and media 
ecology, received a Quality Initiative Grant for research on 
the church in the age of entertainment. Bennett served on the 
advisory council of the International Jacques Ellul Society.   
Andrew Ray, assistant professor of cinema-television, was the 
student video vice-chair for the Festival of Media Arts at the 
Broadcasters Education Association and was named student 
video chair for 2018. Ray directed a spec commercial for Diet 
Coke, receiving national awards to include the Broadcasters 
Education Association Best of Competition, Marcom Gold 
award and Telly Silver award.  
Don Piper, professor of sports broadcasting, served as judge 
for the Festival of Media Arts at the Broadcasters Education 
Association and the Sports Broadcasting Video Group 
competitions. Piper was elected chair for the Broadcasters 
Education Association sports division. He recently passed the 
Federal Aviation Administration remote pilot exam to become 
a licensed drone operator.  

School of Education and Behavioral Studies
Dr. Chelly Templeton, associate professor of education, was 
appointed director for the education program.
Dr. Timothy Ladd, associate professor of education and 
faculty athletics representative, served as chair of the NCAA 
Division II Degree Completion Program working group. 
Dr. Cheryl J. Serrano, professor of education, served as 
Bilingual Teacher of the Year Selection Committee chair for 
the National Association for Bilingual Education. 
Denise Breitkreuz, assistant professor in health and human 
performance, served on the Broward County Schools Wellness 
Committee. 
In a first for the athletic training program, 100 percent of the 
seniors passed the Board of Certification exam on their first 
try, allowing them to graduate as certified athletic trainers. 
Dr. David Compton, professor of psychology, along with 
students Gabriella Silva and Thami Dos Anjos, received 
first place for the American Psychological Association’s 
Raymond Corsini Student Poster Award for the work “Gender 
Differences on Body Image Perception, Attachment, Cognitive 
Fusion, and Resilience.” 
Dr. Claire Wolan-O’Connor and Dr. Steven Zombory, 
associate professors of psychology, were selected to participate 
in the College Board’s Annual AP Reading and spent a week 
in June scoring the free-response section of the AP psychology 
exams in Tampa. 
Dr. Tom Dodson, professor of counseling, was appointed 
to the National Career Development Association’s (NCDA) 
Leadership Academy Development Committee. 
Dr. Olga Dietlin, associate professor of counseling, was 
appointed as a member of the editorial review board for the 
Journal of College Counseling.  

Lloyd L. Gregory School of Pharmacy
Executed a memorandum of understanding with Florida 
Atlantic University officially establishing the collaborative 
engagement of pharmacy students (PBA) and medical, nursing 
and social work students (FAU) in a robust interprofessional 
education initiative under the direction of Dr. Mariette Sourial.
Dr. Jacintha Cauffield, associate professor of pharmacy 
practice, was appointed a member of the board of directors of 
the Mental Health Association of Palm Beach County.
Dr. Dana Brown, associate professor of pharmacy practice, 
was promoted to associate dean for academics; the role of 
Dr. Thomas Robertson, assistant professor of administrative 
and social sciences, was expanded to assistant dean for 
students and alumni; Dr. Adwoa Nornoo, associate professor 
of pharmaceutical sciences, was promoted to chair of the 
Department of Pharmaceutical Sciences; Dr. Keysha Bryant, 
associate professor of pharmacy practice, assumed the role of 
director of the Pharm.D./MBA program; Dr. Mariette Sourial, 
assistant professor of pharmacy practice, assumed the role of 
director of interprofessional education.
The school sent three teams of students, faculty and friends 
into the mission field serving patients and their families in 
Uganda, the Dominican Republic and Belle Glade, Florida. 

More than 1,800 patients received care from members of 
the teams, which filled nearly 4,000 prescription medication 
orders, among other services.
One hundred sixteen pharmacy students and 23 faculty hosted 
the ninth annual community health fair in Lake Worth. More 
than 100 under-served members of the community received 
health education and care at 24 booths including blood sugar 
testing, blood pressure screenings and influenza vaccinations.
Dr. Elias Chahine, associate professor of pharmacy practice, 
was honored by the Florida Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists with the 2016 Pharmacist Forerunner Award, 
recognizing him for demonstrating excellence in practice, 
leadership, education and research, and for making a 
significant contribution to the practice of pharmacy in Florida.
Dr. Harm Maarsingh, associate professor of pharmaceutical 
sciences, was honored by the students and faculty of the School 
of Pharmacy as the 2017 Teacher of the Year.

Catherine T. MacArthur School of Leadership 
Hosted Dr. John Stahl-Wert, director of the Center for Serving 
Leadership, for the seventh annual MacArthur Leadership Series.
Hosted seven monthly Leadership Lunch and Learns with an 
average of more than 40 PBA faculty and staff attending.
Provided foundational leadership training and coaching for 
the pharmacy faculty and First Year Experience peer mentors 
through the MacArthur School’s Leadership Academy. 
Master’s students and faculty continued assessment and 
consulting projects for community entities including the 
Community Health Center and Meals on Wheels.
Leadership faculty Dr. Art Johnson and Dr. Jim Laub, School 
of Leadership e-learning coordinator Dorothy Logan and 
dean Dr. Craig Domeck provided leadership training at 
the Mandel Public Library of West Palm Beach through 19 
Leadership Academy sessions.
Domeck provided leadership training for the Florida 
Association of Bursars and Student Accounting Administrators 
(FABSAA) on “Cultivating a Positive Culture that Produces 
Positive Results.”
The International Leadership Association has selected West 
Palm Beach as the site of its October 2018 international 
conference and has chosen the MacArthur School of 
Leadership as the host partner. 

School of Ministry
The Graduate Department was granted candidacy status 
with the Association of Theological Schools (ATS), the next 
step toward accredited member status. Previously, Palm 
Beach Atlantic was an associate member.

Dr. Jonathan Grenz, dean, began a partnership between 
the A.B. Simpson Missionary Training Center in Armenia, 
Colombia, giving opportunities to PBA faculty to teach 
as guest lecturers. Grenz visited as a guest lecturer and 
conference speaker in March of 2017. 

Dr. Paul Copan, the Pledger Chair of Philosophy and Ethics, 
completed a sabbatical at Oxford University, where he spoke 
at numerous universities including Cambridge, Reading and 
Oxford. 
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Dr. Victor Copan, associate professor of ministry and 
biblical and theological studies, received a QI Grant to study 
how modern language acquisition can be applied to learning 
biblical Greek and completed the Polis Summer Immersion 
Program in Greek through the Polis Institute of Jerusalem.

Dr. Marina Hofman, adjunct instructor of biblical studies, 
won Emerging Old Testament Scholar 2016 from the 
Institute of Biblical Research at the Society of Biblical 
Literature. Hofman was the inaugural professor at the A.B. 
Simpson Missionary Training Center (Armenia, Colombia). 
She returned to Colombia as the main speaker for the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance Women’s Congress 
2017 in Bogota and the CMA Christian Business Women’s 
conference in Armenia.

Dr. Ryan Gladwin and Dr. Gerald Wright, professors of 
cross cultural studies and Christian social ministry, visited 
the A.B. Simpson Missionary Training Center (Armenia, 
Colombia) as guest lecturers for students in missions 
training. 

The Ministry Leadership Studies Department added 
two new concentrations: the B.A. in Ministry with a 
concentration in children’s ministries and a minor in 
children’s ministries.

School of Music and Fine Arts
Dr. Michael O’Connor, professor of music, was elected 
president of the board for Vintage Wind Bands, Inc.
Jinyoung Lee Hanley, assistant professor of dance, serves 
on the board of directors for the Florida Dance Education 
Organization.
Dr. Kathleen Klein, professor of dance and Dance 
Department chair, was selected as a National Endowment 
for the Humanities Summer Institute Scholar to attend 
“Mississippi in the National Civil Rights Narrative” at 
Jackson State University, Jackson, Mississippi. She also was 
appointed director of awards for the National Dance Education 
Organization in Washington, D.C.
Dr. Dennis Hayslett, professor of music and chair of 
instrumental studies, was re-appointed to the board of 
directors of the VanderCook College of Music Alumni 
Association.
Roget Pontbriand, assistant professor of music, was appointed 
to the advisory board of the Palm Beach Jazz Society. 
Dr. Lloyd Mims, dean, was elected to a second term as 
secretary-treasurer of the National Association of Teachers 
of Singing National Board. He has also been appointed to the 
advisory boards of the Palm Beach Jazz Society and the Center 
for Creative Education in West Palm Beach.

Marshall E. Rinker Sr. School of Business
The School of Business became a member school of the 
Microsoft Academic Alliance, which allows students to have 
access to Microsoft’s business enterprise systems software titled 
Dynamics 365. The first week-long Dynamics 365 Boot Camps 
were held in May. Dr. Mary Kay Copeland, an experienced 
software consultant, was hired as a full-time faculty member 
and the director of Enterprise Systems Education.  
The school launched two new programs: a hospitality 
management concentration within the management major 
and a Master of Accountancy degree to prepare accounting 
students for the CPA exam and careers as public accountants.

School of Nursing
Received a grant for $100,000 from Palm Healthcare 
Foundation to continue the Volunteer Nursing Corps for 2017-
2018.  (See feature story on page six.)
Added a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) track in executive 
leadership. 
Sent a team of 32 on a mission trip to El Salvador. The team 
provided care to patients in mountainous areas, setting up 
remote clinics to provide medical and nursing care as well as 
spiritual care through prayer and worship.
Chi Phi, the school’s chapter of Sigma Theta Tau International 
(STTI), was recognized for demonstrating excellence in the 
fulfillment of the STTI mission to advance world health and 
celebrate nursing excellence in scholarship, leadership and 
service. Chi Phi was among only four to be selected for this 
honor among over 500 chapters internationally. 
Dr. Deborah Morgan, Graduate School of Nursing associate 
dean, has been re-elected to the board of the American 

Association of Critical Care Nurses, Palm Beach County. She 
also has been re-elected to serve on the research committee of 
the Florida Organization of Nurse Executives. 
Dr. Jennifer Kuretski, track chair of the Nurse Practitioner 
Program, has been elected to the planning committee of the 
Palm Beach County Nurse Practitioner Council.
Jane Wilson, assistant professor of nursing, serves on the 
research committee at Bethesda Health, Inc.
Dr. Joanne Masella, dean, serves on the board of the Palm 
Healthcare Foundation initiative Healthier Together, Boynton 
Beach. She also is secretary and board member of the Nursing 
Consortium of South Florida.
Briana Andrassy, adjunct professor and doctoral student, was 
chosen as registered nurse for Surfers for Autism and received 
a sponsorship from Bic Sports.
Dr. Patrick Heyman, professor of nursing, received a $22,500 
grant from Palm Healthcare Foundation to maintain and 
further develop the Palm Beach County Online Healthcare 
Orientation. The service is used by students ranging from 
nursing assistants and radiology techs to medical residents.
The school received a $170,000 grant from the Quantum 
Foundation to develop its simulation program. The Education 
Foundation of Palm Beach County awarded $18,200 to 
extend simulation to Forest Hill Community High School 
medical academy students. The program includes simulation, 
mentoring and career counseling.

Rinker Center for Experiential Learning
The David and Leighan Rinker Center for Experiential 
Learning sent more than 250 students, staff and faculty abroad. 
These trips included semester programs to London and Italy, 
a business travel study course in Prague and Berlin and an 
honors program elective touring Reformation-related sites  
in Germany.

Warren Library
Michelle Keba, reference librarian, served on the editorial 
board for the Journal of Library and Information Services in 
Distance Learning.
Elizabeth Fairall, digital services librarian, is now an Ex Libris 
Alma certified administrator.
The library’s administration of the LibQUAL+ survey revealed 
improvement in customer service and accessibility to academic 
resources. 

Orlando Campus
Created the Student Resource Center, providing a one-
stop shop for students who need help with writing, career 
resources, academic coaching and library research.
Hosted a Christian counseling workshop focused on grief  
and trauma, led by Dr. David Carson, professor of counseling,  
and Cristina Ally, ’16 M.S. 
Partnered with the School of Ministry to host a two-part 
ministry forum on the topic of Islam and Christianity. The 
event included a daytime presentation for pastors, followed 
by an evening session hosted at First Presbyterian Church of 
Orlando. 

Partnered with social media specialist Dr. Jen Bennett to host 
an all-day social media training workshop for churches and 
ministries. 
Hosted the spring ministry forum for pastors and ministers. 
The topic of the event was “The Problem of Pain and 
Suffering,” presented by adjunct faculty member Dr. Scott 
Toenges.
Hosted Finals Week Fellowship, an event designed to build 
community and encourage students during their final week of 
semester classes.
Dr. Jeremy Couch, executive director, was elected vice chair of 
the research committee for the National Association of Branch 
Campus Administrators.

Admissions
Launched a student-led blog series with campaigns such as 
“PBA on Location,” “Love Living Here” and “Beyond the 
Classroom.”
Completed more than 300 visits during fall and spring 
counselor travel to fairs, high schools and specialty events. 
Hosted 2,359 visitors on campus.
Began implementation of Slate, PBA’s new customer 
relationship management (CRM) software.
For graduate, evening and online programs, introduced 
program-specific counselors to provide support and act as 
liaison to the individual academic schools.
Traditional undergraduate programs reached fall 2017 goal of 
740 students.

Chapel 
Hosted Christival 2016 (PBA’s Spiritual Emphasis Week) 
with Bryan Loritts, lead pastor of Abundant Life Christian 
Fellowship in Silicon Valley and graduate of Cairn University  
and Talbot School of Theology. Hosted Zealand Worship, 
led by Phil Joel, best known for his long-standing role as 
bass player and vocalist for the multi-platinum-selling band 
Newsboys, for Christival worship. 
Hosted President’s Distinguished Lecture Series with speaker 
Dr. George M. Marsden, professor emeritus at the University 
of Notre Dame and distinguished historian of Christianity and 
American culture.
Guest Speakers: Pastor Scott Baugh, Journey Church; 
Pastor Jimmy Scroggins, Family Church; the Rev. Gerald 
Kisner, Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church; Rob Morris, 
Chick-fil-A owner; Josh Sharpe, Connect Church, pastor of 
Ministries.

Emily Hillman, a junior from Clearwater, Florida, leads 
children’s worship at Community Christian Church in 
Tamarac. She is one of the first ministry majors to pursue 
the new children’s ministry concentration.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newsboys
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Athletics
Team Accomplishments
For the second straight season, the men’s soccer team made it 
to the NCAA South Region Championship. Tampa University 
edged the Sailfish in the finals 3-2.
The women’s volleyball team hosted the NCAA South Region 
Tournament and won it for the second straight year. Riding on 
a 32-match winning streak, the Sailfish then traveled to Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota, for the NCAA National Tournament, 
where they made it to the semifinals.
Women’s Cross Country finished fourth in the squad’s first 
Sunshine State Conference meet, while the men’s basketball 
team advanced to the Sunshine State Conference Tournament 
championship, losing by one point.
Individual Accomplishments
Five Sailfish earned All-American recognition: Lucas 
Coutinho, men’s soccer; Sarah Ragland, volleyball; Ally 
Rohn, volleyball; Molly Burkhardt, volleyball; and Magnolia 
West, softball.

Seven athletes won Academic All-District awards: Rohn; 
Andrew Calderone, baseball; Lucas Kuscevic, men’s soccer; 
Michael O’Sullivan, men’s soccer; Kayla Knight, softball; 
Emma Ballantyne, volleyball; and Karina White, women’s 
soccer.  
Bob White was named American Volleyball Coaches 
Association South Region Coach of the Year for the second 
straight season.
Campus Ministries and CM Global (Missions)
PBA Justice Ministries hosted two educational events in 
the fight against human trafficking: the “Evening of Hope” 
simulcast in partnership with Florida Power & Light Company, 
and a visit by Tina and Karl Kadolph including a trailer of a 
film about Tina’s life story and rescue from trafficking. 
Justice Ministries hosted PBA alumna Kristen Braddock, 
founder of Sewing New Futures, an NPO business start-up in 
South Asia giving jobs and holistic support to women trying to 
escape generational prostitution.
Campus Ministries sent out 13 teams including the first 
mission team hosted by a partner organization at a new site in 

Chile. Three summer teams served refugees, Gypsies and locals 
in Belgium, Macedonia, Greece, Finland, Germany and Jordan.  
Other summer teams served for several months in South Asia, 
South Africa and Southeast Asia. 
Campus Ministries Women’s Ministries hosted nine worship 
gatherings and an annual “Toast the Host” event, each with 
more than 200 PBA women attending. 

Accreditation, Assessment and Research
Managed the decennial process to produce a Compliance 
Certification as part of reaffirmation requirements of the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Commission  
on Colleges (SACSCOC).
Facilitated ongoing work of the Quality Enhancement Plan 
(QEP) teams on “Reach Out, Reach In, Reach Up,” the next 
QEP focused on service learning.
Conducted a comprehensive internal review of seven academic 
programs: athletic training, computer science, mathematics 
(with secondary education), music, nursing, pharmacy and 
Supper Honors. Two former PBA faculty participated as 
external reviewers, Karen Swick (retired PBA mathematics 
professor) and Dr. Richard Gamble (professor of history at 
Hillsdale College and director of the honors program), along 
with Dr. Jerald Feinstein, managing director of South Florida 
Education Consultants.
Updated and disseminated a new Dual Enrollment agreement 
to the Dual Enrollment Program (DEP) schools. Sixteen DEP 
schools will participate in the 2017-18 academic year.
Hosted the 2017 Interdisciplinary Research Conference. 
There were 453 students, faculty and staff present. Dr. 
Jacob Richards ’10 gave the keynote address, “Cancer 
Immunotherapy: Using Your Own Body to Fight Your Cancer.” 
He is a regulatory scientist at the FDA.
Produced Enlightening Minds: Research Review 2016, a 
publication mailed to presidents and provosts at selected 
schools, PBA alumni, foundation representatives, private 
donors and also provided to families visiting admissions.
Administered $47,000 in 23 Quality Initiative (QI) Faculty  
and Student Research Grants.

Student Development
Academic Support and Disability Services
The Fall 2015 Bridges Scholars cohort retained at a record high 
of 67 percent. Bridges students collaborated with the Workship 
office to create “The Next Starts Now” career interest fair that 
was introduced to the Salvation Army After-School Program 
in November; 23 students visited PBA’s campus. 
Through a generous donation to PBA’s disability services 
program, PBA increased the number of computers that offer 
Kurzweil dictation software. In addition, four Microsoft 
Surface tablets and five digital note-taking pens were added to 
disability resources to assist students with in-class note taking.   
Career Development
Enterprise Holdings donated a second grant for $3,000 that 
went toward scholarships for students seeking to enhance 
their skills and employability through PBA’s engaged learning 
environment. The company also underwrote the annual 

Etiquette Dinner held in February; 100 students attended. 
The local business community continues to support PBA’s 
career development efforts. More than 130 employers 
registered to recruit students for full-time jobs, part-time jobs 
and internships at the fall and spring Career Fairs. Also, in 
collaboration with the Rinker School of Business, 28 protégés 
and mentors were paired this year. Protégés are junior and 
senior business majors who have a 3.0 GPA or higher. Some 
of the mentors included were Centerra Group, Cemex, J.P. 
Morgan, New York Life and The Breakers Hotel.
The Career Peer program appointments increased 24 percent 
from last year, and 490 students were seen by the Career 
Development office staff this year. 
First Year and Transfer Experience
The Degree Planning Party was held during the Fall 2016 
semester with 249 students attending. 
The SOAR (Student Orientation, Advising and Registration) 
experience utilized new technology this year to enhance the 
SOAR LIVE and SOAR VIRTUAL experience. The Guidebook 
mobile app was used to supplement the SOAR LIVE 
experience and create an engaging experience for incoming 
students. SOAR VIRTUAL used a webinar platform to create 
an engaging event for deposited students who were not able to 
attend a SOAR LIVE event. More than 550 students attended a 
SOAR event during the summer of 2017. 
Student focus groups were conducted during the spring 
semester to plan the MOSAIC Cultural Programs initiative. 
The students addressed diversity from multiple perspectives 
including: campus engagement, inclusion in academics, racial 
reconciliation and minority acceptance. The goal is to create 
initiatives that will allow safe and healthy cultural exploration 
and foster understanding among the student body.
Health and Wellness
The Student Wellness Programming Committee facilitated 
41 educational and training programs. This included 14 
presentations and 27 active/passive programs, with more 
than 2,365 participants. The programs included a personal 
safety program called “West Palm After Dark,” mental health 
workshops and relationship programming. 
Jeremy Bonta and Victoria Womack, PBA licensed mental 
health counselors, facilitated the following presentations: 
“Students with Mental Health Issues,” faculty workshop; 
“Essentials for College Success,” FYE workshop; “Mental 
Health Awareness,” FYE students and RAs; “Sexual Assault: 
Impact on Mental Health,” West Palm After Dark; and “Stress-
Busters,” four student workshops.
Dr. Juli Slattery, founder of Authentic Intimacy, spoke 
during the Relationship Series in October. Approximately 
150 attended the women-only chapel and 289 attended the 
chapel for all students. Slattery also met with Student Women 
Ministry leaders, Refresh student leaders, discipleship 
assistants, Student Development staff and Flourish student 
leaders at scheduled lunches and dinners.
Laura Prescott, PBA counseling graduate student intern, 
conducted a six-week series that utilized the Prepare/Enrich 
couples program for engaged and married couples; seven 
couples participated during the spring semester.

Focused fun: How do you review for an exam? In a course under Business and Management Instructor Barbara Herter, 
the class reacts during “Grudge Ball,” a game adapted by Herter as a learning tool during exam review. 
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Residence Life
An assembly on Racial Reconciliation and the Church was 
presented in the Oceanview lobby with 70 students attending.
The Overflow Mentor Program continues to thrive with 53 
mentor/mentee pairs in the academic year. The program 
pairs faculty/staff mentors with upper class students to create 
an engaging mentoring experience that results in upper class 
students mentoring first-year students. This is the fifth year  
of the program.   
The Discipleship Assistant Program is in its third year 
and focused on providing Bible studies and spiritual 
programming within the residence halls. In addition to the 
eight DAs, there were 60 small group leaders who assisted 
with 35 Bible studies conducted during the fall semester.
Implemented Adirondack housing software that allows 
students to make housing and meal plan selections online. 
Student Activities, Involvement and Leadership
Hosted the 2016 Welcome Week for more than 720 new 
students and families that included a parents ice cream social, 
an event at the Rinker Athletic Campus, a Workship project 
and a lip sync contest. This year’s Welcome Week focused on 
spiritual and academic preparedness for new students. 
As part of Black History Month and inspired by the writings 
and speeches of Martin Luther King, Jr., more than 300 
students attended a “Dream” Coffeehouse in February. Events 
included spoken word acts and poetry readings of King and 
other authors from the Civil Rights movement, a pledge wall 
and live artists.
Approximately 500 students attended the sixth annual 
Mr. Charming Pageant in February. Eligible contestants 
competed in various categories to crown the man of the 
evening, sophomore Zach Toco.
Workship
During Welcome Week, The Anchor once again led new 
students in worship before they spread out on nine service 
projects around Palm Beach County. There were 369 
volunteers, a 29-percent increase over the previous year. In 
addition to the Workship leaders, the Student Government 
cabinet served as project leaders. 
The Workship team benefited this year from the presence 
of two AmeriCorps VISTA members and PBA alumni, 
Catherine Wiersma and Adam Cross. They continued to 
build community collaborations through the Parker Avenue 
Consortium, where kindergarten through university students 
and their families who live in the vicinity of the Marshall 
and Vera Lea Rinker Athletic Campus benefited from several 
volunteer projects.
A $25,000 Vocational Exploration Grant was received from 
CIC NetVUE this year. The focus of the grant was to train 
faculty on ways that service can be a tool in the classroom. 
The grant included funds for a Faculty Service Learning 
Fellow position; Dr. David Horkott, chair of the philosophy 
department, was appointed to this position. 
Workship received a grant from the United Way of Palm 

Beach County for the MLK Day of Service. Workship 
extended the invitation to serve to the West Palm Beach 
community and hosted the largest number of volunteers 
in PBA history with 485 faculty, staff and students serving. 
Mami Kisner, PBA trustee and community activist, spoke at 
an evening chapel service on Dr. King’s legacy of service.

Registrar
Liaison relationships were created between registrar staff and 
schools. The Office of the Registrar attended 28 meetings 
with schools and/or departments in addition to monthly 
standing academic meetings. Those meetings led to updates 
to various academic forms and clarification of student degree 
auditing processes. 
Participated in monthly check-ups of 2016 process audit 
goals facilitated by MacArthur School of Leadership’s Dr. Art 
Johnson. The efforts have resulted in improved efficiency of 
services provided by the Registrar’s Office. 
The virtual Sailfish Q has continued as standard operating 
procedure and efficiency has improved. The addition of 
consistent student staff at a second front desk has also 
boosted the flow of traffic in the lobby. Student satisfaction 
and feedback concerning graduation audit turnaround and 
communication was assessed via registrar collaboration with 
SGA representatives. The result of the collaboration was a 
modification to both the audit process and format.

Finance, Administration and Planning
Business Office: Reviewed and simplified the chart of 
accounts, inactivating approximately 400 revenue and 
expense object codes. Updated the university’s inventory, 
fixed asset software and valuation of assets on the financial 
statements. Assisted with compiling information and 
composing nine SACSCOC narratives for the off-site visit. 
Developed a financial plan for a new residence hall.
Auxiliary Services and Procurement: Launched a new 
online store at www.pbasailfishgear.com with more than 
1,200 items with the PBA logo. Signed PBA’s first licensing 
agreement with Learfield Licensing, which will protect the 
PBA brand and expand opportunities in merchandising.  
Completed conversion from charge per use at residence halls 
laundry machines to all inclusive, giving resident students 
unlimited access to washers and dryers. The fee is built into 
the room rate. Assisted Aramark in launching the POD 
Mobile, a portable food service vehicle on the south side of 
campus. Created a new meal plan structure that provides 
more equitable options. 
Completed phase three of the University’s CCTV security 
camera system with a total of 62 cameras installed in five 
buildings.  Installed new mail room software that tracks 
packages as they arrive and gives electronic notification to 
students. In collaboration with the City of West Palm Beach 
and Zipcar, there are now three Zipcars within campus, 
which helps alleviate the parking situation across campus.  
Negotiated pricing within budget with the general contractor 
(BMS-CAT) for phase two of the Rinker Residence Hall 
project.  

Campus Information Services: Enhanced the security and 
integrity of university data with the implementation of an 
adaptive high-performance network storage solution. This 
system leverages predictive analytics to properly allocate 
storage resources, thereby increasing performance and 
stability of the university’s virtual server environment.
Upgraded residence halls network connectivity infrastructure 
based on student feedback. Implemented remote network 
upgrades for the Orlando campus, Fern Street Theatre, the 
warehouse and the university’s Miami colocation datacenter. 
Developed a clinical evaluation tool for the School of 
Nursing, using PBA’s digital repository (Digidepot). This 
application enables fourth-year students to report their 
learning objectives to instructors for evaluation.
Enhanced audio-visual technology at Memorial Presbyterian 
Church, Rubin Arena, Helen K. Persson Recital Hall and 
the DeSantis Family Chapel. Refreshed faculty laptop 
commuting technology. Provided technology leadership 
and implementation support for numerous key campus 
initiatives, including online learning (Canvas), housing 
(Adirondack), safety and security (Alertus), library (Alma) 
and admissions (Slate). 
Facilities Management: Performed a complete renovation 
of the remaining 10 Rinker Residence Hall suites including 
new mechanical systems and insulation, drywall, lighting, 
bathroom fixtures, vanities and porcelain tile. Installed a fire 
sprinkler system in Coastal Towers. Completed construction 
of the materials storage bin structure and irrigation/
landscape installations for phases nine and 11 of the Marshall 
and Vera Lea Rinker Athletic Campus.  Refinished the Rubin 
Arena basketball court floor. Replaced all exterior classroom 
doors in MacArthur Hall and installed lock-down devices on 
classroom doors campus-wide. 
Financial Aid: Awarded 4,091 students and disbursed $77 
million in scholarships, loans and grants from federal, state, 
private and institutional sources. The university’s partnership 
with American Student Assistance’s SALT program continues 
to show a positive return on investment as shown on the 
three-year draft Cohort Default Rate (CDR). The university’s 
draft CDR for the 2013 cohort was only 5.5 percent, 
compared to the national average of 11.3 percent.  

2016-2017 Revenue Sources

2016-2017 Budget Expenditures

Operating Budget (in millions)

Number of Endowed Scholarships 

Financial Aid Portfolio 

http://www.pbasailfishgear.com
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Development
Development

Gift Report   (July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017)

Palm Beach Atlantic University is grateful to have 
contributions from alumni and friends who believe in the 
mission of the university and support those beliefs with 
their financial investment. We are especially appreciative to 
donors who have made gifts and pledges to The Time is Now 
Extended Campaign, which is funding critical university 
needs, including the Marshall and Vera Lea Rinker 
Athletic Campus, endowed scholarship funds and program 
development and enhancement initiatives.

Gifts made to the university by corporations  
and foundations:

$1,000,000 and greater

Theodore R. & Vivian M. Johnson Scholarship Foundation

$100,000-$999,999

Marshall & Vera Lea Rinker Foundation, Inc.
Marshall E. Rinker Sr. Foundation, Inc.
Fred C. & Katherine B. Andersen Foundation
Loreen Beisswenger Farish Charitable Foundation
Quantum Foundation, Inc.
Palm Healthcare Foundation, Inc.

$50,000-$99,999

The Breakers
Flagler Systems Inc. 
Children’s Healthcare Charity, Inc.
Kern Family Foundation
The Robert & Deborah Jacobson Charitable Trust
Albert E. & Birdie W. Einstein Fund, Inc.
The Honda Classic
Calportland
C. Kenneth & Laura Baxter Foundation
Willard V. Bennett 1992 Private Foundation

$10,000-$49,999

JTG Foundation
Beulah Kahler College Fund
Friends of George LeMieux
Vaughn-Jordan Foundation
Erneston Family Foundation
Arrigo Dodge Chrysler Jeep Fiat
The Mary Alice Fortin Foundation, Inc.
Lattner Family Foundation
Wells Family Foundation, Inc.
Publix Super Markets Charities
John & Nellie Bastien Memorial Foundation
Cobos Foundation
Chatlos Foundation

BMS CAT, Inc.
Boston Foundation
George Snow Scholarship Fund, Inc.
Blue Ocean Capital
Garcia Family Farm, LLC
Templeton & Company, LLP
Sidney Kohl Family Foundation Trust
The Council of Independent Colleges
Coca-Cola Refreshments
Sandler Systems, Inc.
Lou Church Educational Foundation
Bank of America

$5,000-$9,999

Executive Women of the Palm Beaches Foundation
Hyatt Place West Palm Beach/Downtown
Ernst & Young Foundation
Saxon Business Systems
CVS Corporation
Castle Management, LLC
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
The Weitz Company, Inc.
Richard and Helen DeVos Foundation
Barry Wish Family Foundation, Inc.
Brickell Motors
Right Choice Vending, LLC
TBC Corporation
D.A. Hamel Family Charitable Trust
Travani & Richter, P.A.
Sign-A-Rama
James R. and Electra P. Agras Foundation
The Dulice H. Potter Memorial Fund
Wright Brothers, Inc.
Walgreens Company
Academy Bus, LLC
One Blood, Inc.
Flagg Family Foundation
Fisher-Cummings Family Fund

Gifts made to the university by individuals:

$1,000,000 and greater

Dr. John J. and Dr. Sheila Rinker

$100,000-$999,999

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Titus
Estate of Royce Tipton
Mr. and Mrs. Don Chester
The Watson Family

$50,000-$99,999

Mr. James C. Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Merrill Eastman
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas McCaffrey

Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Simpson, Jr. 
The Honorable Kenneth L. Ryskamp
Mrs. Pat Johnson
Mr. and Mrs. Gary P. Schroeder

$10,000-$49,999

Mr. R. Marshall Jones
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Forbes
Mr. and Mrs. Scott G. Hawkins
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. William M. B. Fleming, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. David Hernandez
Mrs. John M. Kilduff
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Scott Whitaker
Mr. Stephen Craig Lindner
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Cahill
Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Manna
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Hanley
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Little, III
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Burns
Dr. Kathleen P. Barsalou
Mrs. Rosemary Southard
Mr. Michael M. Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick C. Koenig
Mr. and Mrs. Robert S. Lafferty
Mr. Kenneth Ohrstom
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Blodgett
Mr. Justin Sink

$5,000-$9,999

Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey D. Lewis
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Elebash
Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Bremer
Mr. and Mrs. Brendan James Kesler
Mr. and Mrs. William Campbell Bradford
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Chapman
Mr. John Radtke
Mr. Robert Picerne
M. Gwyn Picerne
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Coy Reece
Mr. Richard A. Krause
Mr. Matthew K. Stevens
Mr. David Hamilton III
Mr. and Mrs. Price Harding
Mrs. Diane Wister
Mr. and Mrs. Willard M. Rich, Jr.
Mr. Thomas K. Lane
Mrs. Adele S. Merck
Ms. Mary Ellen Cobos
Dr. Robert E. O’Neil
Dr. Preben Vang
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Greene, III
Mr. and Mrs. Steven G. Scalici
Mr. Stephen Kohl
Ms. Katherine Shenaman
Mr. and Mrs. Peter D. Cummings

Ted Johnson’s Investment
Malcolm Macleod, president and CEO 
of the Johnson Scholarship Foundation, 
visited the campus in March with 
members of the foundation’s board. 
As the group met students who are 
receiving Johnson Scholarships, 
Macleod told how the late Ted and 
Vivian Johnson set up the foundation, 
believing “The way to help people is 
to help them invest in their future, 
and what better way to do that than 
education?” The Johnsons would 
“be thrilled” to see the program and 
students at PBA today, said Macleod. 
“What a great investment.”
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2016-2017 Volunteer Leaders
Board of Trustees
Chairman: James C. Jenkins
Esko, Inc.

Vice Chairman: Robert W. Simpson
Business Executive (retired)

Treasurer: William Blodgett
Lobepro, Inc.

Secretary: John W. Little III, Esq.
Gunster Law Firm

The Rev. Walter B. Arnold III
First Presbyterian Church of North 
Palm Beach

Chandra Bill-Rabenecker
Chick-fil-A, Royal Palm Beach and  
The Mall at Wellington Green

Ginger Bills
Community Leader

William C. Bradford ’96 MBA
Hanson Professional Services, Inc.

Cathleen Burk
Attorney

Wayne W. Cotton
Consultant

Charles R. Dorsey, Jr.
Business Executive (retired)

Merrill Eastman
Bestfoods Baking (retired)

John P. Greene III
Business Executive (retired)

Dr. John M. Gregory
Gregory Pharmaceutical Holdings, Inc.

Daniel A. Hanley, Esq.
Gunster Law Firm

Scott G. Hawkins, Esq.
Jones, Foster, Johnston & Stubbs, P.A.

R. Marshall Jones
Jones Lowry

Mami Kisner
Public Relations Consultant

Patrick C. Koenig
Flagler Realty & Development, Inc.

Richard A. Krause
Theodore R. and Vivian M. Johnson
Scholarship Foundation, Inc.

Robert Lafferty
Hill York Corporation

Michael S. Lee ’90
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

Thomas P. McCaffrey
KLX, Inc.

Barbara A. Moore
Barbara A. Moore, C.P.A.

Dr. Thomas R. Pledger
Business Executive (retired)

Hon. Kenneth L. Ryskamp
U.S. District Court, Southern District  
of Florida

Gary P. Schroeder
North America Group West,
Coca-Cola Enterprises (retired)

Dr. James H. Scroggins IV
Family Church Downtown at FBC

Michael J. Stevens
Rinker Enterprises Inc.

Hon. W. Matthew Stevenson
4th District Court of Appeals, State  
of Florida

Karl H. Watson
Business Executive (retired)

Scott Whitaker
AdvaMed

Alumni Association 
Board of Directors
President: Brendan Kesler ’07 
Garden of Life

Vice President: Paul Giles ’94
Vintage Property Group

Secretary:  Rosemary Aguilar ’11
Tropical Financial Credit Union 

Natalie Alvarez ’11
Sabadell Bank & Trust

Robert Anderson ’94
Forte Interactive

Daylen Brinkley ’15
Grace Fellowship

Deborah Bowmar Jaffe ’89/ ’92 MBA
Bella’s Angels

Beth Charbonneau ’10/ ’16 M.S.
South Ocean Recovery

Jessica Clasby ’13/ ’15 M.S.
LuLaRoe

Victoria Chouris ’97/’01 MBA
South Florida Fair

John Cupini ’08
John R. Cupini Enterprises, Inc.

Lee Curtis ’04
Edward Jones 

Evelyn Flores ’06/’09 M.S.
Edward Jones

Richard Heers ’90
Heers Family Holdings, LLC

Patti Johnson Hovey ’87
Health-Training Consultant

Putnam Kling ’10
Enhance Advisors, LLC

Richard Lassiter ’88
Penn-Florida Companies

Stephen Magallanes ’07
Treasure Coast Financial 

Development

Alumni Relations
Signature Fundraising Events: The 29th annual Alumni 
Association Golf Tournament raised $57,000 for the Alumni 
Association Scholarship Fund. The 16th Alumnae Afternoon 
Tea raised $15,000 and featured clothing designer and alumna 
Kristin Alyce ’09 of Vivre Canvas Couture.
Events Held: Alumni gathered for 62 events, including 
homecoming activities and alumni regional meetings 
in Atlanta, Central Florida, Tampa, South Florida and 
Washington, D.C.
Scholarships Awarded: The Alumni Association Scholarship 
Fund awarded 53 scholarships totaling $80,000 to 
undergraduate students. The Joe J. Eassa Jr. Scholarship Fund 
awarded MBA students seven scholarships, for a total of 
$23,575.
Distinguished Alumni Awards: Achievement awards were 
presented to Theo Neilly ’01, Distinguished Alumnus; Scott 
Johnson ’02, Distinguished Alumnus, MacArthur School of 
Leadership; Shaun Castillo ’01, Alumnus Service; and Zach 
Williams ’06, Young Alumnus.  Jonathan Lawrence ’10, was 
named to the PBA Sports Hall of Fame for basketball and 
Norida Reid Morris ’04 was named for soccer.
Giving Tuesday: On Nov. 29 the Palm Beach Atlantic 
University Annual Fund hosted a 24-hour online giving 
campaign. Everyone connected with PBA had the opportunity 
to be a philanthropist on the National Day of Giving.

Community Services 
Hosted more than 17,000 guests on campus. Highlights of 
these events included concerts in DeSantis Family Chapel 
featuring Robert Sharon Chorale and Masterworks and 
events in the Greene Complex including a Kari Jobe concert, 
Epic Brand Cheerleading Competitions, East West Karate 
Tournament and Pathfinders. Weyenberg Center events 
included AFP Luncheon, United Way Volunteer Breakfast and 
Palm Beach Book Festival.
Summer camp groups included Solid Gold Twirlers, Mission 
Fuge Church Camps, Free Enterprise Leadership Conference, 
Palm Beach State Upward Bound, Broadway Intensive series, 
science camps and sports camps: boys basketball, soccer, 
lacrosse and girls volleyball. Vera Lea Rinker Hall was busy 
with Youth Orchestra of Palm Beach, Palm Beach Chamber 
Festival, Erica’s Movers, Pianissimo, Stringendo and Dance 
Camps. The university also hosted Faith Based Nurses, Parents 
Educating Children and Association of Ministry Guidance 
Professionals. Student Life mission camp with 459 middle 
school and high students brought the summer to a close. 

Parent Relations
Hosted eight prayer group meetings for parents. PBA parents 
hosted regional Admissions dessert receptions in Sarasota 
and Tampa. Coordinated a campus-wide effort to collect 
unwanted residence hall items for Cleanout for a Cause, 
donating to Salvation Army, Resource Depot and Belvedere 
Elementary School. Parent Council members were on campus 
to help welcome students and their parents at Open House, 
Student Orientation, Advising and Registration (SOAR), 
Welcome Week and Family Weekend. Although Hurricane 

Mathew disrupted Family Weekend, many of the events were 
rescheduled throughout the year. The Children’s Carousel 
Concert co-hosted with the Junior League of the Palm Beaches 
drew a standing-room-only crowd. The Parents Fund raised 
$13,035 and provided scholarships for five recipients of the 
Parents Fund Emerging Leader Award.

University Relations and Marketing
Organized the first on-campus faculty media training.
Updated The Bridge digital newsletter for mobile devices.
Grew social media reach: Facebook, up 8 percent; Twitter, up 
7.38 percent; Instagram, up 55.3 percent; LinkedIn, up 14.7 
percent. Overall, PBA’s Marketing Department social media 
presence accounts for some 4.5 million “touches” per year for 
the university and has an annual valuation of approximately 
$1.8 million.
Converted the Advent Guide to digital form, exceeding 
subscriber goal by 70 percent and winning two Public 
Relations Society of America awards.

Award-winning digital Advent Guide featured this photo, 
with children of Campus Pastor Bernie Cueto serving as 
models. 
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Volunteer Leaders Volunteer Leaders

Jean Marseille Jr. ’05
Legacy Realty & Development

Matthew McKee ’95
Remax Properties SW

Yalonda Moring Meckstroth ’83
Community Volunteer

Claudia Wolf Moore ’05 Pharm.D.
Good Samaritan Hospital

Carlin Stob-Ryske ’08
Renew Consulting, LLC

Ana Salguero ’12/ ’16 M.S.N.
Palms West Hospital

Chad Simpson ’96
United States Navy

Don Sloan ’73
PBC School District (retired)

Ben Starling III ’92
Consultant

Michael Thorstad ’07 MBA
Thorstad Group Real Estate, LLC

Ramona Zapper ’91
Raymond James & Associates

Don Harp, Lifetime Member

Chapter Leaders
Atlanta Chapter
Howard Sanders ’91

Central Florida Chapter
Patti Johnson Hovey ’87

Dallas/Ft. Worth Chapter 
Trent Lovette ’94

Washington, D.C. Chapter 
Katie Nordine Toro ’96 
 
Tampa Bay 
Sarah Rothe Chase ’09

Alumni Golf 
Tournament 
Committee
Co-Chair: James W. Johnson ’01 
C.P.A.
Blue Ocean Capital

Co-Chair:  Tim McDulin 
Stadium 1 Software, LLC

Jamie Bethel ’09/’11 MBA
Templeton & Company

Kyle Bloemers ’09 M.S.
Brown & Brown

Mark Bresnahan
Palm Beach Atlantic University

John R. Cupini ’08
John R. Cupini Enterprises, Inc.

Ray Dorsey 
Insurance Office of America

Robert Elliot ’87
Ken’s Krew

Branden Grimshaw ’04
Endurance Capital Management, LLC

Jean G. Marseille, Jr. ’05 
Legacy Realty & Development

Jeanne McMann ’04/’06 M.S. 
Next Era

Mark Smith
Saxon Business Systems

Beth Thomas
Saxon Business Systems

Miranda Welch ’14
Brown & Brown

Alumnae Afternoon 
Tea Committee
Natalie Alvarez ’11 
Sabadell Bank & Trust

Jessica Clasby ’13/’15 M.S.
LuLaRoe

Janie Thomas Fogt ’86
The Palm Beach Post

Mandy Girard ’02
Community Volunteer

Claudia Wolf Moore ’05 Pharm.D.
Good Samaritan Hospital 

Tyrene Petriello ’03/’04 M.B.A.
The Breakers Palm Beach

Michele Purino ’03 MBA
Island Hospitality Management

Johanna Sjoberg ’02
Beautyfool Studio

Jenna Steffens ’14
Douglas Elliman Real Estate

Dee Tejada ’10
Palm Beach Atlantic University

Geanine Wester ’03/’06 MBA
EmpowHER of the Palm Beaches

Annah Wolf ’01 
Community Volunteer 

Women of Distinction 
Committee 
Co-chair: Eileen Burns
Community Leader

Co-chair: Susie Elson
Community Leader

Honorary Chairwoman: Denise 
Hanley
Community Leader

Honorary Chairwoman: Bebe Warren

Pam Fleming
Community Leader

Evelyn Mahanes
Event Coordinator

Penny Murphy
President, Pioneer Linens

Sheila Rinker
Community Leader

Katherine Shenaman ’97
Owner, Katherine Shenaman Interiors

Denice Simpson
Community Leader

Parents Council
Chairpersons Brad and Debbie Mason
Sarasota, Florida

Richard and Catherine Berlanti
Bokeelia, Florida

Wayne and Deretta Cotton  
Founding members
Lighthouse Point, Florida

Jon and Helen Dickinson
Lake Worth, Florida

Eric and Jennifer Duncan
Longwood, Florida

David and Kathy Fox
Franklin, Tennessee

Mark and Cyndie Friese
Riva, Maryland

Dave and Priscilla Guinta
Monroe, Connecticut

Andy and Terry Hardman 
Sarasota, Florida

Mike and Christy Lubben
Wheaton, Illinois

Robert and Cindy Read
Lighthouse Point, Florida

Bob and Karen Scheuer
Newtown, Pennsylvania

David and Alesia Wilson 
Homestead, Florida

Gregory Leadership 
Council
Dr. John M. Gregory
Founding co-chair
Gregory Pharmaceutical Holdings, Inc.

Dr. Joseph R. Gregory
Founding co-chair
Gregory Management Company

Mary Ann Blessing
Kingsway Charities

Jason Carlson, Pharm.D.
Publix

Rena Coll, Pharm.D.
Pfizer, Inc.

Terry Gubbins, RPh
Past President, Florida Pharmacy Assoc.

Paul Leone
The Breakers Palm Beach

Raj Mantena
Integra Connect

Cristina M. Medina, Pharm.D.
CVS Health
 
Wesley Rohn, Pharm.D.
Walgreens

Michele Weizer, Pharm.D., BCPS
JFK Medical Center 

School of Ministry
Advisory Board
Margarita Gonzalez
Program Manager at Georgia Tech 
Research Institute

Greg Hazle
Vice President, Barbar and Associates

E. Dale Locke ’84
Community of Hope Church

Dr. Robert Norris
Royal Poinciana Chapel

Ashley Sink
Houston, Texas

Justin Sink
Houston, Texas

Dr. Ray Underwood
Family Church Gardens

Ron Tobias
Spanish River Church

Orlando Campus 
Advisory Board 
Members
Sean Bates ’92 
Marriott Vacations Worldwide

Cynthia Blackwell
BlackRain Partners

Dr. George Cope 
Vision Orlando

John Crossman 
Crossman & Company

Jim Hoge
Z88.3 FM Radio

Janie Lacy ’07
Life Counseling Solutions

Daria Monroe ’12
Women’s Hope Medical Clinic

David Outing ’06
Corporate Care Partners

Marshall E. Rinker Sr. 
School of Business
Advisory Board
Denise Bober 
The Breakers Palm Beach

Alan Crowetz
Infostream

Paul Donahue
Centerra Group

Brian McPherson 
Gunster Law Firm

Ryan Morgan
Arrow Consulting & Design

Rob Morris
Chick-fil-A

Kim Ratteree
Wells Fargo

Scott Roads
Spectra Investment Management, LLC

Steve Templeton 
Templeton & Co

Misty Travani
Travani and Richter
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Volunteer Leaders

School of Nursing
Advisory Board
Linda Bataille, RN
Broward Health Centers

Priscilla Bartolone, RN, MSN, DNSc 
Program Director, College of Nursing, 
South University

Kala Blakely, DNP, CRNP, NP-C
Instructor, University of Alabama

Asenath Cassel, RN, MSM
Chief Nursing Officer, Wellington 
Regional Medical Center

Jennifer Chiusano, RN, MA
Chief Nursing Officer, Delray Medical 
Center

Mary Cleary-Lerardi, RN, MS, CNA, 
LNC
President, Faith Community Nursing

Elizabeth Deluca, RN, BSN, MSN, DNP
Interim Chief Nursing Officer, Good 
Samaritan Medical Center

Lois Gackenheimer, PhD. Ed., RN, 
BSN
Owner, Academy for Nursing and 
Health Occupations 

Karen Gilbert, RN, MS
VP Quality Assurance, Alzheimer’s 
Community Care

Abigail Goodwin, MPH, MA
VP Grants & Community Investments, 
Palm Healthcare Foundation

Holly Horvath
Director of Nursing, Jerome Golden 
Center

Eric Kelly
President, Quantum Foundation

Nakisha Kinlaw, RN, DNP
Nurse Practitioner, St. Ann’s Place/ 
Northwest Community Consortium

Jeff Lefton, Ph.D., MACP
Director, Behavioral Health Services, 
Fair Oaks Pavilion

Bernadette Macy, Associate SSND
Program Advisor, Catholic Charities

Julie Quattlebaum
Quattlebaum Foundation
Patient Navigator, St. Mary’s Medical 
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PBA at a Glance 
Enrollment 
• Total 3,764
• 2,227 traditional day
• 252 evening adult 
• 479 master’s 
• 296 professional in pharmacy
• 65 professional in nursing practice and health systems 

leadership
• 445 dual-enrolled students
• 1,221 residential students
• 15,900+ alumni 

Academic Programs
•    50 undergraduate majors
•    Evening undergraduate degrees in business administration, 

ministry, organizational management and psychology  
•    Graduate programs in accountancy, business administration 

(concentrations in accounting, finance, marketing and 
generalist), mental health counseling (concentrations in 
addictions counseling or marriage, couple and family 
counseling), school counseling, general counseling studies 
generalist [nonlicensure], Christian studies, divinity, global 
development, and leadership (concentrations in corporate,

      non-profit and organizational leadership)
•    Professional degree programs in health systems leadership, 

nursing practice (concentrations in executive leadership 
and family nurse practitioner) and pharmacy 

• Degrees offered: B.A., B.G.S., B.S., B.Mus., B.S.N., D.N.P., 
M.A., M.Acc., M.B.A., M.Div., M.Div./M.B.A., M.S., 
M.S.N., Pharm.D., Pharm.D./M.B.A. 

•    Semester-long study abroad available in Chile, Czech Republic, 
Ecuador, France, India, Italy, Jordan, Mexico, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Spain, Uganda and the United Kingdom

Faculty
• Undergraduate student-faculty ratio: 12 to 1
• Average undergraduate class size: 17 
• 89% of undergraduate classes have fewer than 30 students
• 82% of full-time teaching faculty hold the highest degree in 

their field
• 174 full-time faculty

Activities
•    Member of the National Collegiate Athletic Association     
      (NCAA) Division II, Sunshine State Conference 
•    17 men’s and women’s intercollegiate sports
•    Dynamic intramural program
•    100+ music, theatre and dance performances annually
•    The Beacon, student news site (www.thebeacontoday.com)
•    Opportunities for involvement and leadership in 40+ 
       social, professional and religious clubs and organizations

Accreditation
Palm Beach Atlantic University is accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges 
(SACSCOC) to award the following degrees: bachelor’s, 
master’s, doctor of pharmacy, and doctor of nursing practice. 
For questions about the accreditation of Palm Beach Atlantic 
University, contact the Commission on Colleges at 1866 
Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097, (404) 679-4500 
or www.sacscoc.org. 

Persons wishing to review documents related to the 
accreditation of Palm Beach Atlantic University should contact 
the Assistant Provost for Accreditation, Assessment and 
Research at (561) 803-2050.
      

Joyous New Nurses
To some graduating nursing students, their 
“pinning” was perhaps even more meaningful 
than commencement. They’ll wear their PBA 
pins on their nursing uniforms and they’ll long 
remember the candle-lighting ceremony in a 
tradition hearkening back to nurse Florence 
Nightingale, the “Lady with the Lamp.”  

Tax-deductible contributions to 
Palm Beach Atlantic University  
may be directed to:
Palm Beach Atlantic University
P.O. Box 24708
West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4708

For assistance with gift or estate planning,  
contact PBA’s Development office at (561) 803-2011.
To donate online, go to pba.edu/giving
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