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From the
President

Dear Friends,
I often refer to the summer
at PBA as the “third semester,”
because across campus, many
staff and faculty are fully engaged
in the life of the University. Over
the summer, PBA’s campus is
filled with visitors participating
in MFuge (www.fugecamps.com)
summer camps and conferences.
It is also a time when we are
focused on planning for the next
academic year and beyond.
While the upcoming weeks will
include much forward thinking,
we will spend some time looking
back at the incredible blessings
that occurred during the past
academic year. We opened the
Marshall and Vera Lea Rinker
Athletic Campus to intercollegiate
sports and recreational activities
for our students. Soccer, lacrosse,
softball, baseball and tennis games
and matches are being played on
incredible, state-of-the-art fields
and courts.

1,600 enjoyed opener

In the fall, we cut the ribbon
on the Rinker Athletic Campus,
while 1,600 faculty, staff, students
and fans enjoyed the inaugural
game of the men’s soccer season.
In February, we paid tribute to
the Marshall and Vera Lea Rinker
Foundation for their incredible
leadership and dedication to
the project and celebrated other
major donors, including the J.M.
Rubin Foundation, The Richard
and Helen DeVos Foundation
and the Albert E. and Birdie W.
Einstein Fund, in conjunction with
the opening of Sailfish Baseball.
And we dedicated Simpson Field
in honor of Robert and Denice
Simpson at the first home softball
game of the season.

Debby Connett, PBA's first Master of Divinity graduate, receives her
diploma from President William M. B. Fleming, Jr.
Our new Doctor of Nursing
Practice program began this
January with a full cohort of 24
students, and in May, we graduated
our first Master of Divinity
students.

Discerning vocation

One of our newest programs
of which I am most proud is a
grant-funded initiative through the
Council of Independent Colleges
entitled NetVUE. The purpose of
this program is to engage students
in vocational discernment,
assisting them in finding their
God-given calling and translating
this calling into life planning for
career and service.
We are biblically directed to
listen to the will of God for our
lives as revealed in Jeremiah 29:11.
“For I know the plans I have for
you,” declares the Lord, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.”
The CIC NetVUE program
helps students find their calling,
through mentoring, workshops
and service.

As I review this issue of Current,
I am reminded how PBA students
and alumni have been called into
lives full of meaning and purpose.
Alumnus Josh Drew ’08 is fulfilling
his dream, booking talent for
ESPN’s “Mike and Mike” show.
Ruthie Ann Miles ’05 is in the hit
Broadway revival of “The King and
I.” Dance major Stephanie Barrera
and alumnae Becky Dymond ’10
M.S. and Pat Perry ’12 M.S.
have been called to fight human
trafficking through service. Sean
Scott ’03 is combining his passions
for service and entrepreneurship
through a social venture called
“Subculture,” a popular coffee shop
in downtown West Palm Beach and
Delray Beach.
I hope you will enjoy reading
about these and many other PBA
students, alumni and faculty in
this issue of Current. If you are
unable to make a visit to campus
this summer, please follow us on
social media (www.facebook.com/
PBAUniversity). Have a wonderful
summer!
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For PBA students in Brazil,
what language barrier?

A

fter flying to the bustling Brazilian city
of Manaus, 20 Palm Beach Atlantic
students logged a 10-hour boat ride
up the Amazon River to reach the first of the
remote villages they would visit on their spring
break. On this mission trip they would face
challenges of climate, culture and language, but
they brought with them some unifying forces,
including ready smiles, hearts to serve and
shiny, new soccer balls.
Co-led by Caleb Mason and Alex Moates,
the team had partnered with the mission
organization Isle Go, which arranged for a
medical boat, doctors and translators. Each
day the boat visited a different village. PBA
students in fields such as nursing would stay
on the boat to assist the medical professionals.
Other students split into crews and went out to
minister through house-painting, vacation Bible
school and door-to-door evangelism.
“No one ever turned us away,” said Cassidy
Mason, Caleb’s wife. “They welcomed us. They
provided us seats if they could, and they would
stand. They were happy for us to be there.”
PBA had one translator of its own, freshman
Alina Da Silva, who is from Brazil. “I didn’t
expect to be welcomed so much into these
villages,” said Alina. “You see how little they
have and how much they still want to give to
you, and how much they’re so open and so
welcoming and loving.”
The students often ministered to fellow
Christians. “We were able to sit down with
people and hear their testimony and share some
encouragement,” said Caleb. “A lot of people
felt alone in their faith, so it was cool to be able
to share some insight, share some stories with
them.”
Sometimes the testimonies moved the
(Continued on page 6)
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Mission fun & fellowship

Cassidy Mason, far left, and
Heather Wroth, below, play with
children during PBA's spring break
mission trip to Brazil.

(Photo here and on page 6 by mission
trip member M.E. Stewart.)
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Caleb Mason, Holly Knutson
and Bridget Wollrabe enjoy
crafts with kids in Brazil.
(Continued from page 4)

fun with the youngsters romping over “fields” of sand,
packed dirt or ankle-deep mud.
team members to tears. They heard from villagers
“It was just a really humbling experience playing
who lacked job opportunity, medical care and fresh
with them,” said Stewart. She was touched to see how
drinking water.
happy the children were, “making the most out of what
The Americans, so accustomed to luxuries like
they had.”
indoor plumbing and shopping centers, were struck
The students visited village
at how the villages had to be nearly
churches, where each night one team
self-sustaining, carefully using the
Other trips:
member would share a testimony.
resources they had. “They have to
use the Amazon for everything,” said
On spring break “They really welcomed us to be a part
of the service completely,” said Caleb.
Cassidy. “Fish in it, clean in it.”
PBA teams also “They poured into us, and we poured
Some of the isolated villages had
into them with our worship.”
only five families.
visited:
Caleb loved the communal
“Especially in the smaller villages,
tradition that often ended the services.
they’re all like one big family,” said
• Bolivia
“They would sing a song inviting
Caleb. He was encouraged to see “the
• Costa Rica
everyone to walk around for the whole
sharing aspect and family-oriented
• Guyana
song and hug everyone,” he said. “So
society structure.”
it just felt like a big family. It was
And then there were the children,
• Honduras
definitely something I wish we might
who often didn’t need any translator.
•
Panama
have in our services.”
“The kids were super welcoming,”
The trip lasted seven days. Back
said Cassidy. “They would just give
• El Salvador
home, as team members gathered to
us hugs. Despite the language barrier,
de-brief, they agreed that God had
they would want us to hang out with
blessed them, protected them and used them. They
them or play soccer.”
M.E. Stewart plays soccer here for the Lady Sailfish, also agreed that God used the Brazilians. “We go in
expecting to change their lives,” said Caleb, “but in all
so she’s enjoyed the pristine turf at the new Rinker
Athletic Complex. But in the Amazon villages she had reality, sometimes they change ours.”
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Next year
don't miss
a single show

News briefs
And details on the Web

PBA grad wins top teaching award
Todd LaVogue ’99, who teaches television broadcasting
and finance at Duncan B. Watson Middle School in
Palm Beach Gardens, received the 2015 William T.
Dwyer Award for Excellence in Education.
www.pba.edu/Dwyer-Award-LaVogue-15

Biology prof Chesnes honored
Associate Professor of Biology Dr. Thomas Chesnes
received the Charles and Hazel Corts Award for
Outstanding Teaching during the University’s Honors
Day ceremony April 28. Nine students were also
honored as the outstanding graduates of their schools.
www.pba.edu/Honors-Day-spring-15

Student entrepreneur wins $10,000
Senior Daniel Barry earned the first-place prize
of $10,000 “seed money” in the fourth annual J.J.’s
Entrepreneurs business plan competition at PBA.
Barry’s startup, Arcadia Engraving, will launch this
summer to produce keepsakes engraved with messages
or logos. The United Franchise Group, a West Palm
Beach franchise organization, partnered with the
University to create J.J.’s Entrepreneurs to encourage
and teach college students about entrepreneurship.
www.pba.edu/JJs-Entrepreneurs-15

Annual alumni tea raises $20,500

In the comedy “Little Shop of
Horrors,” main character Seymour
(Andrew Trotter), his fingers pricked
to feed a growling carnivorous plant,
suffers at the hands of a sadistic
dentist played by Stephen Hedger.
Keep up with all PBA’s productions
in theatre, dance and music by
receiving Arts Notes in your email.
Scan the QR code above or visit:
www.pba.edu/performances

The Palm Beach Atlantic University Alumni
Association’s 2015 Afternoon Tea and Silent Auction
raised $20,500 for scholarships.
www.pba.edu/2015-alumni-afternoon-tea

Trustee leaves legacy of generosity
University trustee Robert T. Owens, 72, died Feb. 26,
less than a month after throwing out the first pitch
in Rubin Park at the Marshall and Vera Lea Rinker
Athletic Campus. Owens was president and CEO
of the J.M. Rubin Foundation, which has allocated
more than $5 million to PBA over the years for the
athletic campus, the Greene Complex for Sports and
Recreation and scholarships. (See also page 16.)
www.pba.edu/Trustee-Robert-Owens-15
CURRENT SUMMER 2015
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Ruthie is
‘Something
Wonderful’
Alumna shines
on Broadway,
wows critics

L

Ruthie Ann Miles '05 on
Broadway as Lady Thiang

888

CURRENT
2014 2015
CURRENT FALL
SUMMER

ooking forward to the
Broadway revival of “The King
and I,” theatre professor Don
Butler had this prediction about PBA
alumna Ruthie Ann Miles: “She’s got
one of the best songs in the show;
she’ll eat it up.”
The professor called it.
The New York Times described
Miles as “first-rate,” saying she turns
her song “Something Wonderful”
into “an exquisite expression of
romantic realism that could be the
show’s anthem.”
Variety’s critic said Miles plays her
part “with great dignity,” and “moves
the house to tears with her shattering
delivery of ‘Something Wonderful,’
surely one of the most moving of
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s love
songs.”
Miles’ performance earned her
a nomination for a Tony Award in
the category Best Performance by

an Actress in a Featured Role in a
Musical. She has a key role as Lady
Thiang, the “chief wife” of the king
of Siam. Classic movie fans will
remember Yul Brynner playing the
part of the king in the 1956 film
version of the story, which won five
Academy Awards.
Miles’ show opened April 16 at
Lincoln Center Theater. (Tickets
available at www.telecharge.com)
That celebrated opening night
came after many 12-hour days of
preparation and rehearsal by Miles
and the rest of the cast.
“I don’t get too much sleep at the
moment, but it’s an absolute joy to
do what I studied to do and what I
love to do,” Miles said. “And to get
to do it at this stage, at the Lincoln
Center Theater Stage, blows my
mind.”
Miles graduated from Palm
Beach Atlantic in 2005 with

a degree in musical theatre.
She went on to New York
University's Steinhardt School of
Culture, Education and Human
Development to earn her master’s
in music performance.
Her song “Something Wonderful”
“truly is a pivotal song,” she said.
“The King and I” is based on reallife characters living in the 1860s in
the country now called Thailand.
As chief wife to a monarch in that
male-dominated culture, Lady
Thiang “was a queen without ever
being called a queen,” said Miles.
“This woman, even in that world,
had the kind of power to turn the
king’s head,” she said. Miles has the
challenge to convey “a very, very
delicate balance” of a woman “who
would never just blurt out what she
thinks,” but who displays wisdom
and a quiet strength.
That interpretation of the role

aligns with the “lens” through
which Tony-winning director
Bartlett Sher is seeing things,
said Miles. “He’s not seeing it as a
traditional musical theater piece,”
she said. “He’s breaking down that
barrier,” to tell the story “through
the lens” of the modern-day world
and countries where women aren’t
even allowed an education.
The director’s approach is what
makes this revival of “The King and
I” distinctive, Miles said. And it’s
not the first time Miles has tackled
a meaty role to deliver much more
than simple entertainment. She
won two prestigious awards playing
Imelda Marcos in the critically
acclaimed show “Here Lies Love.”
Miles lives in Brooklyn with
husband Jonathan and young
daughter Abigail. Though she
(Continued on next page)
CURRENT SUMMER 2015
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Ruthie Ann Miles, far left, plays the chief
wife of the king of Siam. Here she interacts
with the visiting British schoolteacher, while
the king's other wives look on.
(Continued from previous page)
now shines in the bright lights of
Broadway, she recalls some tough
times on the road to stage success.
“I came up to New York
completely green,” she said. She
found The Big Apple can be the
loneliest place on earth, and at
first, she said, with no professional
mentor and no church community,
“it was a very hard time for me,
and I was very depressed.”
But eventually Miles found a
church home and a small group of
supportive women. “If it wasn’t for
these ladies, who prayed over me,
and carried me through the first
few years that I was here, I don’t
even know who I would be now,”
she said.
Miles now worships at Trinity
Grace Church, where her pastor
is PBA alumnus Caleb Clardy.
“There’s a whole bunch of us from
PBA up here,” she said. “I see PBA
every day.”
Among her PBA memories
are the relationships built in a
“wonderful” semester in London,
led by Dr. Donald McCulloch, PBA
associate professor of psychology.
The students experienced a wealth
of cultural activities along with

10
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their studies, said Miles. “We
really did become a large family,
25-strong."
Having been shaped and
supported by communities of faith,
Miles now strives to offer grace to
people in a city and profession not
known for its compassion. “I hope
to be a light,” she said. “I hope to be
a hope for people who are looking
for that kind of kindness from a
stranger.”

For tickets:
www.telecharge.com

NYC pastor reflects

Caleb Clardy ’03, pastor to
Ruthie Ann Miles at Trinity
Grace Church, shared these
thoughts about his fellow PBA
alum:
Ruthie and I were in theatre
at the same time at PBA, and
her phenomenal talent and voice
were very evident then. It is not
surprising that she has risen to
such heights in her career. She
met her husband Jonathan at our
church and it has been wonderful
to see them start their family
together and have beautiful
Abigail. When we first moved
to NYC, there was a group of us
from PBA who tried to support
each other as we began our
careers. Those first few years can
be a real challenge in the city and
I am incredibly grateful for how
that group helped to take care of
each other both in friendship and
genuine spiritual community.
Ruthie was an important part of
that group and it is incredible to
see how God has established her.
She is a compelling representative
of her faith and her God-given
talents.

Alumni Gift
Challenge
Celebrate the anniversary
of your graduation by giving
to the Alumni Gift Challenge.
Your contribution supports
the Annual Scholarship
Fund, providing financial aid
to PBA students, the future
generation of graduates.
Use the chart below and
double your last gift based
on the number of years since
your graduation. Submit your
donations at pba.edu/giving
or send your donation in
the reply envelope found in
the center of the magazine.
Every gift counts!
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

1st year alumni: $2
2nd year alumni: $4
3rd year alumni: $8
4th year alumni: $16
5th year alumni: $32
6th year alumni: $64
7th year alumni: $128
8th year alumni: $256
9th year alumni: $512
10th year alumni: $1,024

☐ Other: $_______________
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Josh Drew, center, with ESPN radio and television hosts Mike Greenberg, left, and Mike Golic.

Mike & Mike:

O

ne morning as PBA President Bill Fleming was
getting ready for work, he switched on “Mike
and Mike,” ESPN’s popular sports/talk show.
The hosts, Mike Golic and Mike Greenberg, carried
on their usual lively banter, talking about heroes and
villains in the world of sports. Then amidst the names
of quarterbacks, coaches and team owners, Fleming
heard a name closer to home.
“Josh Drew, our booker,” said Greenberg. “God bless
him, his job is to book guests, and he’s fantastic at it.”
President Fleming put down his razor and smiled.
How good to hear a nationwide shout-out for a PBA
alum and former presidential ambassador chair.
Plenty of other folks heard that shout-out as well.
Each week “Mike and Mike” draws more than 4.2
million radio listeners and 4.6 million TV viewers. To
help attract that audience, Drew tracks down celebrity

12
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ESPN personalities praise
their PBA grad 'booker'
after celebrity and cajoles them into being guests on
the show.
“Josh Drew has completely revamped the booking
process on our show,” said Greenberg in an email.
“Between his enthusiasm and his Rolodex, he has
really made a difference.” Golic concurred. “Josh has
pushed our show to a new level,” he said. “Any A-list
guest is now within reach of our show because of Josh.”
The “A list” includes more than big-name sports
figures. Twice Drew booked the president of the
United States, and he “made Greenberg’s dreams come
true when I booked his idol Jerry Seinfeld on set.”
“My approach to guest-booking is the same
approach that I had when I was looking for jobs,”
Drew said. “You’re probably going to annoy people.
Sometimes people are going to get mad at you, but at
the end of the day, you’ve got to get out there and you

have to make something happen for yourself.”
On ESPN’s website Drew found a job listing for a
Drew needed that initiative and persistence when
producer, and he quickly applied. In February 2012 he
he was first job hunting. He graduated with a degree
began his new job, working from the studios in Bristol,
in communication in 2008, when the Great Recession
Connecticut. Working behind the scenes for “Mike
was making it hard for young college grads.
and Mike” “is a blast,” he said. “I’d watched the show
Drew had solid experience as sports editor of PBA’s
for years and years. It’s so fun.”
student newspaper and yearbook and as student
He works directly with Golic and Greenberg, and
program director for the campus radio station, but at
also books guests for others at ESPN. While the news
first the only media job he could find
media have hit hard times with
was selling radio ads at a station in
the recession and changes in news
'Sports has an
New Hampshire, where he grew up.
consumer habits, sports remains
extra kick that
He quickly found he disliked selling.
strong, Drew said.
Then he learned a radio station
“Sports has an extra kick that other
other news
in Boston had a new morning show
news outlets do not,” he said. Sports
outlets do not,'
with no producer. He Facebookprovides people an escape from the
friended the hosts of the show and
humdrum of their nine-to-five jobs,
providing lots
called the program director. “No
he said, and it offers lots of positive,
of
positive,
'feeljob available,” they told him. But
“feel-good” stories.
Drew wouldn’t give up. Finally, after
Sometimes things in the sports
good' stories.
working for free for two months
world clash with faith, and Drew
-Josh
Drew,
booking guests for the show, he won
has had times when his faith was
former Beacon
a producer’s job in June of 2009.
questioned and challenged, but “I
At Mix 104.1 in Boston Drew
think it’s very important for people to
sports editor
was “somewhat of a one-man band,”
know where I come from and what I
putting together segments, coming up with content,
stand for,” he said.
booking guests and editing interviews. But it was a
“I believe wholeheartedly that my career path, ever
Top 40 station with nothing to do with sports, which
since leaving PBA, even though it hasn’t been the
he loves. Meanwhile, he had married his college
easiest, was completely guided by God,” Drew said.
sweetheart, Kaitlyn Simmonds. She had also studied at “My success here at ESPN is a total reflection of Him
PBA, as did Drew's brother Nick, a 2009 grad.
completely, because He really is the author of that, and
Drew and his wife wanted to start a family, but the
I’ve just been along for the ride.”
professional future looked limited in Boston.

Josh Drew, 2008 Communication grad
CURRENT SUMMER 2015
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Veteran of
asthma research
urges students:
'See new things'

Dr. Harm Maarsingh, his wife Marianne and
daughters (oldest to youngest): Kirsten, Else,
Rhodé and Amy.
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S

tudy anatomy, physiology, biochemistry,
pharmacokinetics and endocrinology, and
you’ve got the tip of the iceberg in the four-year
program at the Lloyd L. Gregory School of Pharmacy.
But don’t stop with learning what others have already
established. PBA professors like Netherlands-born Dr.
Harm Maarsingh are challenging students: “create new
knowledge.”
“If you’re in a doctoral program, you should be
curious,” said Maarsingh. “You should be able to
see new things.” And those “new things” might spur
research leading to new drugs and procedures.
Maarsingh came to PBA from the University of
Groningen, where his group won a $1 million grant
for research into drugs to prevent asthma attacks.
Maarsingh wrote the grant, and will continue with
the project in an advisory role, now that he’s left the
Netherlands.
He came to Palm Beach Atlantic in 2012, after
responding to a job posting on a website with an
international reach. “What struck me was that PBA
was a Christian University,” he said, “and that they
were looking for people to integrate their faith and
share their faith in the classroom.”
Maarsingh applied for the job, and after a series
of emails and conference calls, Dean Mary Ferrill
persuaded him to come for a visit. “I always know that
if I can just get somebody here, and if the Holy Spirit is
really calling them here, it’ll happen,” she said. “I just
thank the Lord that he heeded his call for him to move
his family.”
That family, at that point, included wife Marianne
and three kids, the youngest just 10-weeks-old. They
moved a few days before Christmas, leaving their
snow-covered neighborhood in the Netherlands and
donning their shorts in Wellington.
“The first six weeks we camped in our house
without furniture because that was still overseas,”
recalled Maarsingh. Pharmacy school faculty and staff
brought things to aid in the transition. “It’s a great
community here at GSOP,” Maarsingh said. “They all
helped out.”
Maarsingh and his wife were already fluent in
English, but their children knew only Dutch. “Now,
you can’t tell they’re not American if you hear them
speak,” he said. “It’s amazing.”
Now there’s also a new Maarsingh. Little Amy was
born on March 29.
The family’s faced transitions in more than climate
and language. Though both countries are Western
countries, “there’s still a big difference in culture,” said
Maarsingh. They took up the challenge after praying
and concluding “the Lord was directing our path to
PBA,” he said.

In the Netherlands, Maarsingh split his teaching
and research time about 50-50. At PBA, his primary
duty is teaching. Dean Ferrill said this researcher/
educator does a very good job at making the science
relevant to the practice of pharmacy. “Not all scientists
are able to make that transition so the students see the
applicability of science,” she said.
Ferrill also recognized Maarsingh as “just a godly
man,” and placed him on the school’s spiritual advisory
council. “He has just really helped elevate a lot of
people’s level and depth of knowledge in the Bible and
has done a great job with helping improve on the faith
activities that we have here for our students,” she said.
While teaching is “number-one” for pharmacy
professors here, “we also want to support our science

faculty in being able to continue their areas of interest
in research,” said Ferrill. Next month Maarsingh and
others from the school will visit UPM Pharmaceuticals
in Bristol, Tennessee. They’ll talk to the head scientist
at UPM about PBA collaborating with the company
in research. That visit comes at the invitation of the
Gregory family, UPM principals who have been the
major contributors to PBA’s school of pharmacy.
Maarsingh said he and others at the Gregory School
are “really passionate and enthusiastic” about the
growing role of research. “You don’t have to be at a
Harvard or Johns Hopkins to do research,” he said.
“You have to have ideas. Ideas come from the scientist,
not the institution. We can do real front-running
research.”

Prof's protégé heads for post-doctoral research

Weber describes his work
in the pharmacy lab.

P

harmacy grad Michael Weber begins postdoctoral work in drug development next
month, already having done research at PBA
that could lead to new drugs for asthma patients.
Weber graduated from the Lloyd L. Gregory School
of Pharmacy in May, and has won a fellowship at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. As he
moves into his post-doctoral research, he looks back
thankfully at the growth and guidance he received
thanks to veteran researcher Dr. Harm Maarsingh.
“In all my schooling,” said Weber, “I truly don’t
think I’ve ever been around a faculty member who
truly cared more for me and my learning and my
future, than Dr. Maarsingh. You could tell through
everything that he did, the most important thing to
him was that I became a better person. And that really
meant the world to me.”
Weber had heard of Maarsingh’s reputation for

research, and so as he worked through his four-year
pharmacy program, he requested a research rotation
with Maarsingh. The professor agreed, but he didn’t
hand out the “direct orders” that Weber expected.
“He really forced my own growth in the research
field,” said Weber. “He basically told me he wanted me
to come up with my own research project. And that he
would help me completely along the way and give me
any guidance, but he wanted it to be my project, which
I truly appreciated.”
Weber chose a project involving the smooth
muscle tissue of the human airway, a subject on
which Maarsingh had much background knowledge.
Maarsingh also had professional contacts through
which he could obtain human smooth muscle cell
cultures.
Weber grew these cell cultures in the Gregory
lab, then made a scratch in each culture to simulate
damage to the cells in the airway. He exposed the
damaged cultures to different drugs and other
variables, documenting with a camera-assisted
microscope, and analyzing the results with computer
software.
Along the way, Maarsingh continued his careful
oversight. The professor “was amazing at guiding me,
without, you know, handing it to me, which I truly
appreciated,” said Weber.
The results showed definite promise, Weber said.
It takes years to develop a new drug, but Weber and
Maarsingh were encouraged by the potential.
“I’m really excited to start these models here,
research related to drug development,” said Maarsingh.
“That’s what the profession is for, to help people, to use
our God-given abilities to advance the field of drug
development.”
CURRENT SUMMER 2015
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PBA third baseman Peter Rivera barreled home against
Merrimack College, then looked back to see if he was safe.
Judging from Rivera’s face, right, and the body language from
the Merrimack catcher, you guess how the umpire called it. The
Sailfish topped Merrimack 13-6 in the new Rubin Park at the
Marshall and Vera Lea Rinker Athletic Campus. The park gets its
name from the J.M. Rubin Foundation, which provided $1.5 million
toward construction of the field. PBA trustee Robert T. Owens,
president and CEO of the foundation, died in late February, but he
had been on hand at the Feb. 3 dedication of the park, smiling
and throwing out an opening pitch. (See news brief on page 7.)
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Safe
or out,
Mr. Ump?
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Human trafficking:

Alumnae bring light to the dark picture

A

teenage runaway
turned prostitute suffers
repeated blows to the
back of her head, where her
pimp knows the bruises and
blood won’t show through her
hair. If Jesus were to face that
battered girl like he faced the
woman caught in adultery,
what would he say about her
“profession”? PBA alumna
Becky Dymond imagines the
conversation like this:
Listen, sweetie: don’t do
that anymore. It almost got you
killed.
Dymond and a growing
number in the Palm Beach
Atlantic University community
have awakened to the plight of
such women caught in the web
of sex trafficking, and they’re
responding with compassion and

heart-felt action.
For dance major Stephanie
Barrera, that action came after
she led a PBA mission trip to
Greece, where she saw an area
containing 25 brothels within
four city blocks.
“It really just laid heavily
on my heart,” said Barrera,
“because the reality seeped
in to how many women are in
such bondage in this area.”
She came home to learn that
sex trafficking thrives here as
well, and for her senior project
this year she developed a
dance routine to help educate
people by “giving a voice to the
captives.”
Performed as part of the
university’s spring dance
concert, Barrera’s routine began
in stark movements of grays and

black and white. But by the end,
Barrera and her fellow dancers
were rejoicing with vibrant
smiles and colorful scarves,
representing captives set free
and given new life in Christ.
Barrera, who graduated in
May, plans to teach dance and
worship, and she’ll continue
using her theme of captives.
“Even though it’s dark,” she said,
“it can also be very redemptive,
in the sense that it charges
Christian people to action and
focuses them on something
other than themselves.”
Dymond ’10 M.S. heard her
call to action about halfway
through her program in
counseling psychology. The
tears flowed as she listened to
a presentation about human
trafficking. “Oh, God,” she

Hope, redemption
told in dance routine
Stephanie Barrera, far left
in the photo at left and far
right in the photo at right,
put together a dance routine
to "give a voice" to victims
of trafficking. The dancers
first expressed darkness
and pain, but ended their
routine with the joy and
color that depicted freedom
and new life in Jesus Christ.
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whispered. “This is why you
wanted me to go back to school.
Somehow, some way, some
day, I’m going to work with that
population.”
After graduating, Dymond
opened a counseling practice,
where her clients have included
17 women caught up in sex
trafficking. She started Hepzibah
House, an organization that
seeks to develop a treatment
center and to raise awareness
of human trafficking. Dymond
frequently speaks to groups in
the community, telling what
she has learned about the sex
industry.
Palm Beach County has its
share of erotic massage parlors,
strip clubs and “escort services,”
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
Dymond said. “Conservatively, we
figure there are 3,200 women being
commercially, sexually exploited”
in the county, she said.
Dymond believes more than
90 percent of women arrested in
prostitution stings would leave
that life if they had another option.
These sex
workers are
often recruited
in deceit, and
then trapped
by drug
addiction and
intimidation.
“They’re more
Becky Dymond
afraid of the
pimps than they are of the police,”
she said.
Because of that fear, Pat Parry
’12 M.S. doesn’t disclose the
location of the safe house where
she works teaching teens leaving
the sex trade. “Everyone wants
to believe it’s over in Thailand or
China or India,” said Parry, “but
in this country we have more
than 300,000 of our teenage girls
trafficked every year.”
As a teacher with Hope House
Florida, Parry uses the curriculum
of a private virtual school, working
with girls who have typically been
out of school for some time. Hope
House Florida, affiliated with the
church Christ Fellowship, is one
of the few residential facilities
available to this population.
“It’s a huge problem,” said Parry.
“We get more than 20 calls a week
looking for places for these girls to
be rehabilitated.”
Like most students, Parry had
times in her university classes when
she wondered if she’d ever use what
she was learning. But now, she’s
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Pat Parry '12 M.S. teaches in the safe house Hope House Florida.
seen how practical the skills are
that she learned in the Catherine T.
MacArthur School of Leadership.
“Honestly,” she said, “every single
course I’ve used in some way.”
Parry has started an organization
to provide some of the unmet
needs of girls being rehabilitated.
Women’s International Network
brings together women for

fellowship and outreach to social
causes that move them.
Often Parry hears this response
to the issue of human trafficking:
“Oh, it’s a horrible problem; I wish
there was something I could do.”
But she and fellow PBA alumnae
Dymond and Barrera would
respond: “There is something you
can do. There’s lots to be done.”

For more information, and how you can help, visit:
www.hepzibahhouse.org
www.hopehouseflorida.com
www.womenwintogether.com

Semestre bellissimo

T

his spring, Rachel Bailey only had to go as far as her
kitchen window to gaze upon Brunelleschi’s Dome,
the familiar structure atop the cathedral in the heart
of Florence, Italy.
“It has been amazing just getting to learn in the same
place that Brunelleschi learned,” said art education major
Bailey, a junior from Andover, Minnesota. She spent the
semester studying intermediate drawing, intermediate
painting, photography, printmaking and aesthetics.
But beyond the techniques learned in the art studio, she
also gained a broader worldview and a new perspective on
matters of faith.
“There are witnessing opportunities everywhere.
People notice when you don’t swear or get drunk, and they
wonder why,” she said. “For those who are planning on
going abroad, they should prepare for more than just the
difference in distance and language. There is a real chance
you could change someone’s life, or that yours could be
changed.”
Bailey was one of nine students taking the Italy semester
offered through PBA’s Rinker Center for Experiential
Learning. The students took classes at Lorenzo de’ Medici
Institute through a partnership with PBA.
The group was the largest to date since the Italy semester
has been offered through the Rinker Center. Since 2011,
the center has served as the gateway for the University’s
study-abroad opportunities and global service projects. In
addition to Florence, the center offers another option for
students to visit three Italian cities during one semester:
Venice, Tuscany and Rome.
The center is named in honor of philanthropists Dr.
David Rinker and his wife, Dr. Leighan Rinker, who have
traveled to Italy several times. While Rinker considers
Venice his favorite Italian destination, his wife loves

Jessie Durham, one
of nine PBA students studying in Italy

Florence. “There is so much history there,” he said.
The history lesson began soon after students arrived in
Italy in January, guided by PBA’s own Anne Ilcus, who holds
a master’s degree in Italian Renaissance art history. Ilcus
taught art history for three years in Florence before taking
on her current role as budget administrator and investment
analyst for the University.
Art aficionados come to Florence to view the works
of artists Boticelli, Raphael, Michelangelo and da Vinci.
Michelangelo’s famed statue of David resides in Florence’s
Accademia Gallery.
“We learned about all these things in our textbook,”
Bailey said. “Being here and seeing everything is so surreal
to me.”
Classroom studies also came alive for Shelby Triolo, an
international business major from Severna Park, Maryland
who is minoring in studio art. Triolo spent the semester
studying painting, ceramics, jewelry making and visual
merchandising and also learning Italian.
Along with museum visits and side trips to places like
Ireland, England and Sicily, Triolo said some of her most
memorable moments came exploring the side streets of
Florence. “I know I’m going to look back on that and be
thankful,” she said.
Triolo saw a contrast to the evening rush hour in
America: Between the hours of 5 and 7 p.m. most Italians
can be found sitting in a piazza reading or talking as they
listen to live music, she said.
“The Italian way of slowing down and enjoying each
moment that God has you in rather than hurrying to
the next task and anticipating what is to come next has
transformed my way of living,” she said. “I hope to practice
enjoying each moment as the Italians do when I return to
America.”
CURRENT SUMMER 2015
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Master

of Divinity
T

With accelerated
track, first grads
finish in new
ministry program

hanks to a “fast-track” option, the first two
Congregational. All the M.Div. students will complete
students have graduated from Palm Beach
such apprenticeships, getting four semesters of “handsAtlantic’s Master of Divinity (M.Div.) program. on” training under an experienced pastor who serves
Caleb Garrett and Debby Connett received their
as supervisor.
diplomas May 9, two weeks after a send-off party
“Our supervisors are like the master tradesman in
where their classmates and professors gathered to
the apprenticeship model,” said Dr. Jonathan Grenz,
celebrate and pray for them.
director of the program. “They are pastors who deal
“Thank you for leading the way for all of us and
with students on their skills, reinforcing the knowledge
setting the stage for a level of excellence that we can all that they gain in classes, and also working with
carry with us,” said Amanda White,
character formation.”
one of the 33 students studying for
Connett will now move into
PBA's new M.Div.
the new graduate degree.
the ordination process through
The M.Div. classes opened in
degree at a glance: the Congregational Church while
the fall of 2013, with students
she explores several ministry
embarking on a 72-credit-hour
career options. She’s considering a
•
72-Credit
program
program to prepare them for
residency toward certification to
• Flexibility of
careers in ministry. Most of the
become a chaplain, and she’s also
students opted to pursue the
3-year plan, 2-year praying about starting a ministry to
traditional three-year plan for their
homeless people.
plan
or
part-time
degree, but Garrett and Connett
Garrett, from Jacksonville, was
4-year
+
plan
chose the accelerated track, and
one of the first “3 + 2” students in
finished in two years.
the program, beginning M.Div.
•
Apprenticeship
“I didn’t figure I had too much
studies while still completing his
model, with four
time to waste,” said Connett,
bachelor’s degree. Under that plan,
who had come to her ministry
semesters 'hands- a student can earn the B.A. and the
studies after retiring from a career
on' training under M.Div. in five years. Garrett did so
in financial advising. It was a
as a Kern Scholar, thanks to a grant
an
experienced
demanding program, she said,
from the Kern Family Foundation.
pastor.
packed with classes that required
The foundation awarded PBA a
much discipline and study.
$450,000 grant over five years to
“But the classes are also very
support the “3 + 2” students.
www.learn-well.pba.edu
affirming,” said Connett. “Not only
Garrett found the graduate
has it been an educational opening
classes much more challenging,
of my mind, but it’s also been
with “a lot of accountability, a lot
more of a deepening of my roots and my soul, with
of critical thinking” and much more class discussion.
a closer walk with God. So it’s been a very enriching
“Our professors are great,” he said, “and they’re good
experience, as well as difficult.”
at guiding the students through the tough issues and
As part of her degree program, Connett served
questions.”
an apprenticeship at her home church, Stuart
(Continued on page 24)
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Caleb Garrett, center, prays for fellow
Master of Divinity graduate Debby
Connett, seated, along with other
M.Div. students and faculty. The group
had gathered in the home of a faculty
couple to honor the first two graduates
of the new program. At far right is Dr.
Jonathan Grenz, director of the M.Div.
program.
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First grads Debby Connett and Caleb Garrett share a
memory and a laugh from their time as students in
the Master of Divinity program.
(Continued from page 22)
when you’re in the classroom,” he said, “because you
know you’re comfortable with those people; you’re not
The day after commencement, Garrett began his
fearful; you can say what’s on your heart.”
new job, working in music and youth ministry for a
Dr. Randy Richards, dean of the
church in Jacksonville. He’s excited
to serve with a church revitalization
The first Master of School of Ministry, said that Garrett
and Connett represent the “rich
team that has come to “almost
Divinity
graduates
diversity” found among PBA’s M.
replant” a church that had dwindled
to a congregation of about 30.
represent the 'rich Div. students. “We are proud that
our first two graduates represent
At the party honoring the two
diversity'
among
both genders, both ends of the age
grads, Garrett and Connett took
turns explaining their future plans.
the students here. spectrum and the wide variety of
ministry options,” he said.
Then each of them sat down so their
Dr.
Randy
Richards,
The Master of Divinity is widely
classmates and professors could
regarded
as the flagship degree for
gather around and pray over them.
dean, PBA School
people preparing for ministry. As
The party took place in the home
of Ministry
the first M.Div. graduates received
of Drs. Nathan Maxwell and Kathy
diplomas at commencement, President William M. B.
Maxwell, both professors in the School of Ministry.
Such hospitality is a mark of the great faculty here, said Fleming, Jr. called it “a historic mile-marker” for Palm
Beach Atlantic.
Garrett.
“It’s just a unique situation that really aids you
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Believe you were
made for more?
We do, and have
the graduate
degree to help.

Make the most of your gifts and keep
your momentum going with PBA’s hands-on
learning and advanced degree programs.
• Doctor of Nursing Practice
• Doctor of Pharmacy

• Master of Business Administration
• Master of Divinity

• Master of Science in Leadership
• Master of Science of Nursing in

Health Systems Leadership

• Master of Science in Counseling

Learn more.
Contact admissions at 561 803-2122 or
on campus. Mention Current Magazine and
we’ll waive the $45 application fee.
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Subculture:
A
Christian, a Muslim and
a Jew walk into a coffee
shop.
Hey, that’s no joke; such diverse
folks often sit down together for
java and jawing at Sean Scott’s
thriving Subculture Coffee in West
Palm Beach.
“That’s what I love about it,”
said PBA alumnus Scott. He sees
his Clematis Street shop as a
community gathering point
and a place where he can
minister to people
from all walks of
life.
“Our
demographic
is all the way
from students
to high-power
attorneys and
judges and
investment
bankers,” he said.
“I really like that
I can interact with
people who are vastly
different.”
And “interact” is the
key. On a recent morning as
a steady stream of people came
through the door, again and again
Scott recognized and greeted his
regular customers.
“My call is people,” he
explained. After graduating from
PBA in 2003 he might have headed
for the pastorate, like his father
and grandfather. But after turning
down an opportunity at his father’s
church, in the end he found a way
to reach out to people who might
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Alum practices the
art of good coffee and
building relationships

not come into that church setting.
Scott had majored in psychology
at PBA, where he also played music
for chapel and in the student-led
coffee houses. For a while after
graduation he made his living
playing in a band, which he loved.
“As a musician, you spend a lot
of time in coffee shops,” he said.
“They become very familiar to you.

"After the music ended, I
thought, What better way to make
a living than to provide that space
for other people that had meant so
much to me.”
For several years Scott operated
a coffee shop by “space-sharing”
with his brother Jay, who ran an
art gallery. He got to know his
customers, who soon learned that

Scott truly listened to their stories,
remembered them and cared about
them. In that non-threatening
coffee shop environment, people
began to tell Scott about their
struggles.
“So very quickly, I saw God’s
hand in that,” he said. “I saw an
amazing way that I could just be
there for them; prayed for them.”
He had established an “open space,”
a home-like setting “where I could
speak into people’s lives.”
In March of 2014 Scott
moved out of the spacesharing arrangement
and opened
Subculture
Coffee
with the
help of
business
partner
Rodney
Mayo.
Mayo, a
long-time resident
and area business owner, built
cabinetry, found furnishings
and exercised his talent and “great
vision” for space, Scott said.
In the year that followed, Scott
continued his craft, roasting good
coffee and building relationships.
“When you do something well,
when you invest in people, when
you invest in your product,
people can tell,” he said, “and so
growth almost naturally happens.”
Subculture threw a party to
celebrate that growth.
“Just to see how many people
showed up to the anniversary party

was testament to how many people
really love this space,” said Scott.
“There were over 300 people. I was
blown away.”
Building on that success, Scott
has recently opened another
Subculture shop on East Atlantic
Boulevard in Delray Beach.
“Coffee is a language in itself,”
said Jackie Chan, as posted on
a Subculture blackboard. But
Scott’s customers love more than
the coffee. A retired New York
firefighter became a regular at
Subculture after Scott bought
apples to feed Duke, the firefighter’s
golden retriever. “It’s like a small
town place,” said Duke’s owner. “It
makes everybody come together.”
A much younger customer,
sporting abundant tattoos, cited
the décor, the coffee and the people
who work at the store. “It’s got
a very cool vibe for West Palm
Beach,” he said. “A very unusual,
eclectic kind of vibe.”
No doubt that “vibe” was
nurtured at PBA, where Scott found
“a great community” and professors
who helped him “stretch” and grow.
“They don’t present a certain way
of thinking, a very boxed-in way
of thinking,” he said. “They allow
for dialog, and the professors come
from different backgrounds, so you
get lots of different viewpoints, still
through a lens of faith.”
Recently Scott came back to PBA
to share how he integrates his faith
into his job. “You can serve God
in many different ways,” he told
students in a School of Ministry
lecture. “I can reach people; I can
speak to people—which I think is
my gift—spend time with people.”
“Great sales days come and go,”
Scott said, but hearing stories of
how you’ve touched people: “that’s
hugely rewarding.”

Sean Scott at his
coffee roaster
CURRENT SUMMER 2015
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Class Notes
Newsworthy Notes
Patrick Lucey ’75 is working parttime for The American Red Cross
South Florida Region in the West
Palm Beach office. He worked for
AmeriCorps in 2013. He lives in
Clewiston, Florida. Email: pat.
lucey100@gmail.com
In April “The Masked Saint,”
based on the book by Dr. Chris
Whaley ’76, won Best Picture
in the category feature films at
the International Christian Film
Festival in Orlando. Whaley, who
lives in Longwood, Florida, expects
U.S. release of the film in early
2016.
www.themaskedsaint.com
Richard Carroll ’81 has begun
a new ministry as
hospice chaplain
with Solaris Hospice
in Stephenville,
Texas. Last winter
he published a book,
“Psalms and Poems
and Prayers,” which
can be found on Amazon. Email:
pastordick@creativecarrolls.com
Yolanda “Cookie” Snipes ’94
of Atlanta, Georgia, recently
completed her Doctor of Christian
Leadership degree with Christian
Leadership University. She is a
blogger and speaker, and also is
directing the stage production
“Freedom Ain’t Free—How Much
Will Your Freedom Cost.”
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Steve Scalici ’95 graduated
from Moody Bible Institute in
September 2014 with a Master of
Arts in applied biblical studies. He
moved to UBS Financial as a senior
vice president in November, 2014.
He and his family live in Jupiter,
Florida, where this fall he will be
planting a church called Family
Church Jupiter.
KaShamba Miller ’99 won
election to the Riviera Beach City
Council on March 10, defeating an
incumbent council member. Miller
is assistant principal at Westward
Elementary International Magnet
School.
Michael Moore ’00 returned
to Florida from Georgia as
campus coordinator at The King’s
Academy, Clewiston campus. He
lives in Wellington and serves as
a bi-vocational pastor at Haverhill
Baptist Church in West Palm
Beach. Email: slopok013@gmail.
com

Lonnie Lawson ’03 relocated to
the Tampa Bay area as worship
pastor at Horizon Christian
Church. His wife, Jennifer Dal
Pian Lawson ’03/’06 MBA, is an
affiliate professor of marketing
at Ohio Christian University.
They live in Valrico, Florida
with their daughters Isla, 4, and
Josephine, 1. Email: lonnie@
horizonchristianchurch.com
Kathryn Sipes Sneed ’04 is
married to Dr. Darrell Sneed, an
interventional cardiologist. They
have three children: Harrison,
5, Addilyn, 3, and Coleman, 1.
Kathryn owns Sneed Dental Arts
and practices as a general and
cosmetic dentist in Collierville and
Memphis, Tennessee. The Sneed
family lives in Collierville. Email:
kathrynasneed@yahoo.com
Diana Varga
’08 graduated
from the Chicago
Police Academy
March 30, 2015
to join the
Chicago Police
Department.
She previously
spent time in the
military and went

on deployments, and still serves
in the Army National Guard. She
lives in Chicago, Illinois. Email:
dsvarga13@gmail.com
Octavia White ’09 expanded her
real estate business, The Ready 2
Uproot Team with
Keller Williams
Advantage II
Realty. The team
will launch a
campaign for “30
Listings in 90
Days” to kick off
the team expansion. She lives in
Orlando. Email:
octaviawhiterealtor@gmail.com

Jennifer Scales Hollister ’13
Pharm.D. accepted a position as
clinical pharmacy coordinator at
Jane Phillips Medical Center in
Bartlesville, Oklahoma. Email:
jennifer.hollister7@gmail.com
Blake Nichol ’13 of West Palm
Beach is a yacht broker with
Denison Yacht Sales. He had been
corporate captain for the company
for almost four years before
moving into sales. Email: Blake@
DenisonYachtSales.com.

Weddings
Chrystal “Beige” Cuillo ’14
MBA and Dr. Matthew McNabb
were married in Fort Lauderdale,
Florida at St. Edwards Catholic
Church May 24, 2014. They opened
a chiropractic office, Gardens
Family Health Center, in Palm
Beach Gardens in March of 2015.
They live in Palm Beach Gardens.
Email: beigemcnabb@gmail.com

Raquel Morales ’10 was promoted
from assistant branch manager
into the CenterState Bank Human
Resources Department in July
2014. She lives in Riviera Beach.
Email: kelmorales@gmail.com
Michele Hutchins Rodberg ’10
and her husband Dale own and
operate The Tech Toy Store in
Greenacres, Florida, where they
buy, sell, repair and upgrade Mac/
Apple products. She has two sons,
Andrew, 23, and Jonathan, 18. She
lives in Greenacres, and works
full time as the admission office
coordinator at Oxbridge Academy.
Email: mdrodberg@gmail.com or
michele_rodberg@pba.edu
Jenny Mullis ’11 is volunteering
in Madagascar as a nurse on the
Africa Mercy, a hospital ship that
provides free surgical procedures.
www.shinebrightmercy.blogspot.com

Elizabeth Badgett ’10 married
Matthew Yufit on Oct. 18, 2014.
They were married on a cruise
to Nassau, Bahamas with family
and close friends. Elizabeth is
development administrator and
co-coordinator of a program with
Urban Youth Impact in West Palm
Beach. Matthew is a manager with
Toyota. They live in West Palm
Beach. Email: elizabethyufit@gmail.
com

What's your
news?
Tell the PBA
community about
that new job, spouse
or baby.
www.pba.edu/
alumniservices
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Births & New Additions
Julie Slate Helmling ’91 and Dirk
Helmling ’92 announced that twin,
12-year-old Liberian boys recently
joined their family. They have
three biological children and four
children adopted from Liberia,
Africa. Dirk has republished his
book “DISCIPLE-LESS,” with
updated content including a study
guide for individual and smallgroup use. They live in Weaverville,
North Carolina. Web: www.2911.
org Email: dirk@2911.org

Evan Skyler, on Jan. 28 2015. They
live in Phoenix, Arizona. Email:
shannonnuss@yahoo.com

is assistant to the director of the
PBA Preparatory Department and
dance instructor at Academy of
Dance, Music and Theatre. Robbie
is a leak technician and supervisor
for Red Rhino Leak Detection.
They live in West Palm Beach.
Email: Hollie_Frederick@pba.edu
Sarah Russell Schuring ’12 and
Casey Schuring ’12 welcomed son
Caleb Tanner on Dec. 28, 2014.
They live in Elgin, Illinois. Email:
casey.schuring@gmail.com

In Loving Memory

Greg Black ’02 and his wife
Allyson welcomed their second
son, Preston Ray, on Oct. 1, 2014.
Preston joins his big brother
Greyson. The family lives in West
Palm Beach. Email: Gblack@
blackitsolutions.com

Shannon Evans Nuss ’04 and her
husband Dave welcomed identical
twin baby boys, Zachary Tyler and
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Andrew Weatherill ’04/’07 M.S.
and Barbara Shockey Weatherill
’06 welcomed a baby girl, Caitlyn
Joy, on Feb. 21, 2015. Caitlyn joins
big sisters, Elise, 6, and Lilianne,
4. Andrew is the K-12 guidance
supervisor for Pinellas County
Schools and Barbara is the director
of music at Aldersgate United
Methodist Church, in Seminole,
Florida. They live in Clearwater.

Hollie Mode Frederick ’09 and
Robbie Frederick welcomed Emery
Elizabeth on Nov. 18, 2014. Hollie

Hunter Ross ’10, PBA basketball
alumnus, died Feb. 26, 2015
in an auto accident in Palm
Beach County. He was 27. After
graduation, Hunter played
professionally in Norway. He was
the owner of Bounce Basketball
Training LLC. Survivors include
his parents, Ben and Carol Ross,
and brothers Colby and Jason.
Hunter last attended a PBA alumni
game in 2013.

Einstein couple set the
example for generosity

A

s the final pieces come together for the Marshall and Vera
Lea Rinker Athletic Campus, once again the University
benefits from the generosity of a Hollywood, Florida
couple who left all their assets for charitable purposes.
After building a fortune in the scrap metal business, Albert
E. and Birdie W. Einstein established a trust to benefit the arts,
education and medicine. The Albert E. and Birdie W. Einstein
Fund has had a long-standing relationship with PBA. Former
Foundation President Joyce Boyer loved PBA and served on the
Rinker Advisory Board. She mentored a PBA student, Mike Lee,
who is now a trustee of the foundation. The Einstein Fund has
invested in the Finance and Investment Institute, Technology and
Ethics Lecture series and the Warren Library. Now, with a recent
Einstein Fund gift for the Rinker Athletic Campus, the University
can soon start building a championship court at the Mitch
Gornto Tennis Center.
“We’ve been so proud of the strides the university has made
over the years,” said Debra Malone, president and director of the
Einstein Fund. “We’re very
grateful that we’ve been able to
play some role in its continued
success.”
Thanks to generous gifts
from the Einstein Fund and
many others, The Time Is Now
campaign is in its final phase,
and we call upon all of our
special alumni and community
friends to make your pledge
today. Of our $18 million goal,
we have raised $16 million. That support has enabled us to build
and open the Rinker Athletic Campus. In addition, more than 25
new endowed scholarship funds have been established and major
academic programs and enhancements have been launched.
Gifts of any amount are gratefully accepted and can be made
online at www.pba.edu/the-time-is-now or by calling (561) 8032011. We thank you for supporting PBA!
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Book Nook art: Seniors Kent Berame and Megan
Human paint a mural that Berame designed for
a West Palm Beach youth center. The two joined
other students working in partnership with BB&T
on a project for PBA's community service program
Workship. The program has topped 2.9 million
hours of service performed by students. See page 2.
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