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"A Step Ahead" is the title of the Jim Rennert piece
commissioned by Leo Vecellio for the Vecellio Group
home office, but this award-winning business leader has
stayed much more than a step ahead. Story on page 8.

From the
President
Dear Friends,
There’s a thriving spirit at PBA, one that reflects
God’s hand on our students, faculty, staff and campus.
We are experiencing record enrollment, new academic
initiatives, outstanding accomplishments from our
graduates and national rankings for some of our
athletic teams.
In spite of our success, we have more to do, so I
have chosen the University’s theme for 2015-2016 to be
Press On to the Goal, drawn from Philippians 3:12-14:
“Not that I have already obtained all this, or have
already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of
that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers
and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind
and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward
the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.” (NIV)
One of our most cherished new assets is the beautiful
Rinker Athletic Campus. On almost any afternoon the
campus bustles with activity from our tennis, softball,
baseball, soccer and lacrosse teams and their many fans.
Our men’s soccer team was recently ranked fifth in the
nation in the NCAA Division II poll by the National
Soccer Coaches Association of America. Women’s
volleyball was ranked 17th in the nation by the
American Volleyball Coaches Association. And in this

issue of Current you will read about Sailfish grad Mark
Heimberger ’15, who received the prestigious Arthur
Ashe Jr. Award for Leadership and Sportsmanship just
prior to the U.S. Open in September.
With such progress as the new athletic campus, we
press on, looking ahead to how we can better serve
our more than 3,900 students and our community.
Fundraising remains key to creating new and upgraded
facilities, student scholarships and programs. We
near the completion of our $18 million The Time is
Now campaign and will announce plans for new and
expanded opportunities within that campaign by
the end of the year. On page 27 you will learn about
“Giving Tuesday,” Dec. 1, a great day for you to invest
in the mission of PBA.
Meanwhile, we are delighted to share some of the
many stories of success from the PBA community.
We’re proud of our students, alumni, faculty and
staff who keep the spirit of PBA alive. Together, we
Press On to the Goal.
Sincerely,

William M. B. Fleming, Jr.
President
Current Fall 2015
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Galápagos
adventure
By Hannah Deadman ’15

'The natural history of these
islands is eminently curious, and
well deserves attention.'
– Charles Darwin

Journalism grad Hannah Deadman ’15
is now Web content producer for
University Relations and Marketing
at PBA. View more of her photos:
www.pba.edu/galapagos-trip-2015
4
4
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O

n our last day of snorkeling in the Galápagos Islands, we
were tired. Our deep-water snorkel, filled with sights of
corals, sea turtles and other marine life, was coming to
an end with the water’s visibility moving from clear aqua
to a cloudy dark green. Swimming against strong currents and not
seeing much for several minutes, I wanted to give up.
Nearing the end of my patience, I rounded the corner of the
reef. I couldn’t believe what I saw next. Murkiness gave way to a
shallow, shimmering cove with schools of colorful reef fish and
sparkling sunshine. I looked around at my friends and we laughed.
We laughed at our impatience. We laughed with the playful sea
lions just feet away from us. Mostly, we laughed with joy and
thankfulness that this tiny paradise existed. It really seemed to be
waiting for us.
Stunned at the cove’s beauty, I captured the moment with my
camera. To this day, my memory of the aquamarine cove remains as
sharp as those photos.
As I reflect on this trip I took last May, after graduation and
before starting a full-time job, I am once again thankful that God’s
plan is always in His perfect timing.
When I transferred to Palm Beach Atlantic University, I never
dreamed I would be sent on assignment to the Galápagos, that
famous chain of islands off the west coast of Ecuador. I came to
PBA with the goal of becoming an environmental journalist, and I
minored in oceanography to better pursue my dream.
(Continued on following page)
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But it’s not enough to say the
Galápagos are beautiful. They’re
stunning and unforgettable.
– Hannah Deadman

(Continued from previous page)

As I took media and science classes at PBA, my
knowledge in both fields widened and deepened,
just like the Pacific Ocean we explored while in the
Galápagos. Whether it was taking depth measurements
or staying up late to edit stories for the student
newspaper, I wouldn’t trade my time at PBA for the
world. The knowledge I gained from professors and
internships, my friends and family and my walk with
Christ helped shape me into who I am today – both
professionally and spiritually.
Thankfully, The David and Leighan Rinker Center
for Experiential Learning made it possible for me to
visit the Galápagos as a journalist. Now I’m telling the
story of our trip through the footage I captured.
Headed by Associate Professor and Department
Chair of Biology Dr. Thomas Chesnes, this group of 14
PBA students and alumni created a diverse and unique

Fregata magnificens, a magnificent frigatebird, struts his
stuff on the Galápagos.
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dynamic. We formed friendships, inside jokes and
hashtags during the trip.
Our group stayed aboard a chartered yacht and
traveled to most of the central islands. Daily activities
included snorkeling on reefs and hiking at least once a
day, all led by an experienced naturalist. By the end of
each day, our muscles ached, but we had gained more
knowledge and our hearts were full.
Sometimes it felt like all I did was point the camera
and shoot whatever crossed my path. The remarkably
diverse native animals of the Galápagos weren’t afraid
of us. They were only curious. But it’s not enough to
say the Galápagos are beautiful. They’re stunning and
unforgettable. And they’re pristine – so well-protected
and untouched by man, even to this day. Whether it’s
arid lava fields, lush forests or coral reefs, the Galápagos
are exceptional. It’s no wonder Charles Darwin formed
his theory on natural selection there.
Traveling to the Galápagos also opened doors for
conversation about the Creation. Eager to understand,
we discussed it at length on the plane, during meals and
late at night under thousands of stars.
Whatever our individual convictions, we rested in
knowing that no matter how old the earth is or how
certain species adapted to their environment, God has
His hand over it all. What’s more, we rested in knowing
that we don’t have to understand every little detail to
know that He is a brilliant Creator.
Stepping off the yacht to catch our flight home was
difficult. None of us wanted to leave. And despite the
group’s various ages, views and occupations, I think
we all left a piece of our hearts in the Galápagos.
Thankfully, we have our memories, journals and
thousands of photos to keep us going. Perhaps Darwin
put it best: “The natural history of these islands is
eminently curious, and well deserves attention.”

News briefs
PBA wins grant for cancer research

The Vaughn-Jordan Foundation has awarded Palm
Beach Atlantic University a grant to support breast
cancer research. Associate Professor of Chemistry Dr.
Mireille Aleman will lead the research into the effects of
natural compounds in treating breast cancer cells.
www.pba.edu/breast-cancer-research-grant-15

University rises in U.S. News ranking

And details on the Web
named associate dean for graduate nursing programs,
Marcus Braziel was named director of Institutional
Research and Effectiveness and Michael Brown was
named senior associate athletic director for external
operations.
www.pba.edu/PBA-leadership-promotions-15

Ilcus is employee of the year

Palm Beach Atlantic University is ranked 46th among
the best universities in the South according to U.S. News
& World Report’s Best Colleges 2016 edition, rising
from 51st place last year. Two statistics point to PBA’s
favorable ranking: improvement in retention (up 3
percent) and graduation rate (up 7 percent).
www.pba.edu/usnews-2016

Anne Ilcus, budget administrator and investment
analyst for the office of Finance Administration and
Planning, was named employee of the year at the
University's annual Community Day in August. Also at
Community Day, University President William M. B.
Fleming, Jr. announced the theme for the school year:
Press On to the Goal, taken from Philippians 3:7-14.
www.pba.edu/Community-Day-15

Asst. provost, other leaders named

Alumnus named PBA store director

The University announced the promotion of four
employees in leadership positions, including Carolanne
Brown, named assistant provost. Dr. Diane Esposito was

Marc Goldberg ’12 works for Follett Higher Education
Group, the company that manages bookstore operations.
www.pba.edu/alumnus-directs-Campus-Store-15

PBA Homecoming 2015: November 4-7
Details at www.pba.edu/homecoming

Congratulations to all our honorees
Current Fall 2015
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4 generations

T

o learn the true corporate
culture of a company,
ask the employees and
study their turnover rate. At
Vecellio Group, Inc. you’ll find 90
employees with 20 years of service,
34 employees with 30 years of
service and three employees with
40 or more years of service.
Among those 40-year folks is
president and CEO Leo A. Vecellio
Jr., who will receive PBA’s American
Free Enterprise Medal on Nov. 5.
American Free Enterprise Day,
a Palm Beach Atlantic tradition,
honors business leaders whose hard
work and achievement exemplify
the best of the American free
enterprise system. In an interview
at the company’s West Palm Beach
home office, Vecellio talked about
his family’s business, which began
in 1938 and now ranks among the
top 50 transportation construction
companies in the U.S.
“I literally grew up in the
business,” Vecellio said. At age 16
he worked as an office clerk, and at
18 he was a mechanic’s helper. After
that he did various supervisory
chores to learn the business.
Vecellio earned a civil
engineering degree from Virginia
Tech and a master’s degree
from Georgia Tech. He studied

construction management and
“took every course on the business
side that I could.”
The company traces its roots to
Vecellio’s grandfather, who began
as a stonemason and contractor
for mining companies in West
Virginia. Vecellio was a proponent
of expanding into Florida; not
everyone in the company agreed,
but it turned out to be a good call.
“Florida has been a growth engine,
and we participated in the growth
of Florida,” he said.
In interstate highway projects
alone the company has built
more than 1,000 miles of new or
upgraded lanes, with contracts
exceeding $1.1 billion. Vecellio
subsidiaries include a large quarry
in Miami and an energy division
with multiple terminals distributing
petroleum products.
Dr. Thomas R. Pledger, a PBA
life trustee and 1998 recipient
of the Free Enterprise Medal,
has observed closely the way the
Vecellio Group operates under
Leo Vecellio’s leadership. “He’s a
very astute businessman, and very
honorable,” said Pledger. “He treats
his customers and his employees
great. He’s one of the few true
southern gentlemen left in this
world.”

American Free Enterprise Day
Free and Open to the Public
10:45 a.m., Thursday, November 5
Greene Complex for Sports & Recreation
1100 S. Dixie Highway, West Palm Beach
www.pba.edu/AFE
8
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Medalist leads growth,
philanthropy of
family-owned company
The Vecellio Group operates in
several states and has nearly 1,200
employees. At its peak before the
Great Recession the company had
1,700 workers. Vecellio led the
company through the recession
years with this approach: “You have
to be a leader, and leaders are not
doom and gloom type of people.
You have to be pro-active.” Now
the company is expanding and
seeing growth in most of its lines of
business.
“I enjoy the challenge and the
risk of expansion,” said Vecellio.
“It’s nice to be within your comfort
zone, but I don’t believe that life
always allows you to do that.
Sometimes you have to be willing
to take that step out on the diving
board.”
Vecellio and his wife, Kathryn,
have two sons, Christopher and
Michael, both of whom now have
leadership roles in the business.
“We always wanted our kids to
work, and to work hard at what
they were doing,” said Vecellio.
“We wanted them to have goals
in life. And we wanted them to
have religion. We wanted them
to have ethics. We wanted them
to understand that nothing came
for free. And I think that we have
succeeded there.”

Vecellio and his wife live in Palm
Beach, as do his sons. He’s happy to
see the company well on the way to its
fourth generation of family leadership.
Vecellio had a brother who died of
leukemia. The family responded to that
tragedy by establishing a non-profit
foundation that has awarded college
scholarships to 336 students over
the years, at a value of more than $3
million. The foundation also supports
a variety of other educational and
charitable needs, while Vecellio Group
companies reach out with benefits and
programs of their own.
Kathryn Vecellio has been an
organizer, fundraiser, development
volunteer and philanthropist for many
organizations. She served as a PBA
Trustee for nine years, and was honored
by PBA as one of the Women of
Distinction in 1999. She is a member of
the boards of trustees for the Schepens
Eye Research Institute, the LeukemiaLymphoma Society, Massachusetts Eye
and Ear Infirmary, the Kravis Center
for the Performing Arts, Palm Beach
United Way and the Vecellio Family
Foundation. She is vice president of
the Vecellio Group.

Family affair: Fitting for a family
business, Leo Vecellio has adorned his
office with abundant family photos.
Current Fall 2015
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Jean South

Ex-FBI agent joins McChrystal Group

D

r. Angela Sabates had moved to Minnesota,
but she still kept in touch with her “bright,
resourceful” former student Jean South. “I’m
going shopping for purses at the Mall of America,” the
professor told South one day.
“I’m going shopping too,” replied South. “Looking
for gun holsters.” The PBA psychology and MBA grad
then chatted about her most recent schooling: FBI
training on firing back at an armed assailant.
“I had to admit,” said Sabates, “that my plans for the
day paled in comparison to hers.”

10
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South ’01/’04 MBA wound up spending nine years
as an FBI special agent working violent gangs and
drugs and Eurasian organized crime matters. Now she’s
a consultant in the private sector with the McChrystal
Group, so these days she has more freedom to talk
about her gun-toting time.
“I grew up with a passion for justice and law
enforcement,” said South, a Bradenton, Florida native.
Her thesis for PBA’s Supper Honors Program dealt
with the psychological profile of serial killers.

After earning her MBA, South worked at a bank,
but she soon found that career path “pretty miserable.”
“I looked at my roommate and said, ‘I have to follow
my passion and at least try to get into the FBI and see
if that’s where I belong.’”
One year later, South stepped into the halls of The
FBI National Academy in Quantico, Virginia. There
she learned how to handcuff, how to shoot, how to
fight. “I had never been hit before,” she said, “but I got
hit plenty.”
She studied investigating, interviewing and
“just how to handle people.” After four months of
training she headed to New Mexico for assignments
working with gangs and drugs. After that she went to
Philadelphia to tackle Russian organized crime.
Thankfully, South never ended up in a shootout,
though she does recall “chasing some bad guys
through alleys in dark of night with helicopters flying
overhead.” She did a lot of planning and paperwork,
and she most enjoyed putting together task forces. This
required the cooperation of various law enforcement
agencies, and she used the communication and people
skills she learned at PBA.
“I loved the work we could get done when we
worked together,” she said. “I literally had surrounded
myself with the best of the best in the nation, and had
the opportunity to work cases with them.”

In 2014 South left the FBI to join the McChrystal
Group, where once again she’s “working with the
best and the brightest,” including many other former
law enforcement or military people. Founded by
Gen. Stanley McChrystal and former Navy SEAL
David Silverman, the group serves businesses all over
the world. The team helps companies adjust to the
constant changes of the information age, said South,
teaching business leaders “how to respond and move,
instead of just being a victim of the world around us.”
She travels a lot. A week in Malaysia. A week in
Poland. “Popping over to London quite frequently.”
Her new job also calls upon what she learned at Palm
Beach Atlantic.
“I still to this day cannot express how grateful I
was for the Supper Honors Program,” said South. “We
talked about history, talked about literature, talked
about philosophy, all with so much context.” Now
as a globe-trotting consultant, “we talk about giving
people context,” she said, “and making sure that they
understand everything that influenced a decision that
was made or a speech that was given, because that
context gives you what you need to understand on a
deeper level. I am excited to have the opportunity to
utilize both my psychology and MBA degrees earned
at PBA in my new adventure.”

Above: In a photo from her days as FBI agent, Jean South and other agents sort through confiscated cocaine.
Opposite page: in her new role with the McChrystal Group she mingles with a gathering in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Current Fall 2015
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Follow
all that
jazz,
symphony,
opera,
chorus,
dance,
theatre ...
Eric Bernardin, left, and Jaden Glass practice for Nov. 2 PBA Jazz Ensemble fall concert.

Upcoming Performances

For details and tickets visit www.pba.edu/performances or call Ticket Central: (561) 803-2970

NOVEMBER
2 Monday

Jazz Ensemble Fall Concert
6 Friday

Concert Choir Fall Concert:
Heaven and Earth
9 - 10 Mon. & Tues

18 Wednesday

Symphonic Band Fall Concert
19 - 21 Thurs., Fri. & Sat.

PBA Theatre Presents: Doubt
20 Friday

PBA Symphony Concert:
This and That

PBA Presents:
Fall Dance Concert
featuring the PBA Dance Ensemble

20 Friday

13 - 14 Fri. & Sat.

22 Sunday

Opera Workshop:
Act II of Mozart’s Marriage of Figaro
16 Monday

Women’s Chorale Concert:
Equinox – Vocal Music of the Seasons

Tauni De Lesseps Student Art Show
Opening Reception
A Showcase of Dance
23 Monday

Oratorio Chorus Concert:
Featuring Messiah by G. F. Handel
(Part 1, selections from Parts 2 and 3)

Subscribe to Arts Notes today
Receive a monthly email promoting PBA’s music, dance, art and
theatre performances; sign up at: www.pba.edu/arts-notes
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DECEMBER
2 Wednesday

An Evening of Diverse Chamber Music
4 Friday

Pop/Rock Lab Ensembles Concert sponsored
by Legends Radio 100.3 FM featuring songs
from the Great American Songbook

JANUARY
29 Friday

Classics and Classic Jazz Chamber Music
31 Sunday

Festival of Hymns,
co-sponsored by Palm Beach County Chapter
of the American Guild of Organists

Youngest in Parliament
Alum serves in politics
back home in Bahamas

A

s a teenager growing up in
the Bahamas, Theo Neilly
got involved in a political
campaign, and as a freshman
at PBA, right away he plugged
into student government. Senior
year he won election as student
government president, prompting
political science professor Dr.
John Calhoun to call him “Senator
Neilly.”
“I saw a very bright future
for him,” said Calhoun. “I really
thought Theo had the right values
and principles to go back to the
Bahamas and become an important
leader. And he’s done that.”
Now, at age 36, Neilly is the
youngest member of Parliament in
the Bahamas.
After seven years as an elected
official in local government, in 2012
he won election to Parliament, and
now he serves as “opposition whip,”
called minority whip in the U.S.
“It’s a busy occupation,” Neilly
said. “It takes a lot of time and
energy.” He spends about half of
his week in the capital city Nassau
and the other half in his hometown
Eleuthera.
Politics, said Neilly, is rewarding,
but challenging. And sometimes it
“can get very dirty.” Nonetheless, he
encourages young people to “go out
there and get involved.” Other PBA
alumni might consider running for
office “if they feel they can make a
difference,” he said.
“That’s the key,” he said: “If you
feel you have a message; and you
have to be willing and wanting to
serve people.” Palm Beach Atlantic
“builds the basis” for that mission
of service and “giving back” to the
community, he said. Neilly recalled
that PBA’s community service
program Workship was one of the

factors that drew him to the school.
“It was quite an adventure” to
leave his small town and venture
out of the country for college, he
said. But once he settled into PBA,
“I felt that I was actually with
family.” He graduated in 2001, and
still communicates with some of
the professors “who helped guide
me and mold me into the person I
am today.”

“One of the things I learned
from PBA was sticking to what
I believe in,” said Neilly. “I cling
strongly to what I believe in,
and I’m able to speak my mind,”
from the town square to caucus
meetings, all the way to the floor
of Parliament. Politics isn’t for
everyone, he said, but “PBA helps
people who want to serve, whatever
capacity that’s in.”

Theo Neilly sports the Sailfish necktie he wore for his first speech in
Parliament in the Bahamas. "I'm so proud to wear that," he said.
Current Fall 2015
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High-tech
with
Heart for outreach
and she got hooked as she saw the results.
“I have an entire box of letters and notes from
patients from every single semester,” said Orbe. Those
patients tell how much better they felt after eight weeks
of therapy led by smiling, encouraging PBA students.
earing a breathing mask and tethered
“The patients are so grateful and happy,” said Orbe. “It
by a flexible hose, an athlete strides on
just inspires me.”
the treadmill, a computer recording how
“The program is free for them (the cancer patients),
much oxygen his lungs can deliver to his muscles.
and our students get really awesome experience,” said
Meanwhile, her balding head bound with a scarf, a
Mitchell. As students take blood pressures and monitor
cancer survivor takes an electrocardiogram stress test.
heart rates, “the things we’ve talked about in class, like
With high-tech equipment and recently expanded
EKG, are suddenly real life,” not just textbook, he said.
space, PBA’s Human Performance Laboratory bustles
Building on the success of the cancer-related
with activity serving the
program, this month PBA
classroom, the sports fields and
professors will reach out to
the community.
running clubs, cycling clubs
Just before the fall semester
and gyms to offer testing
began, the Health and Human
services. “One of the things
Performance Department
here at PBA that a lot of
moved its lab into larger
universities don’t have is
quarters on the second floor
we’re in the middle of this
of the Greene Complex for
huge urban population,”
Sports and Recreation. There,
said Mitchell. “What an
as students learn about such
opportunity!”
things as aerobic capacity and
While the University serves
maximum oxygen volume,
the community in this way,
“there’s a bigger picture than
it prepares students to serve
just numbers and values we
growing needs in the nation,
see on a computer screen,”
said Assistant Professor Denise
said Associate Professor Dr.
Breitkreuz, chair of the Health
Matthew Mitchell.
and Human Performance
“A heart for us has always
Department. “There’s been
been ‘how can we support
a major problem with bone
the community around us?’”
density, obesity and lack of
Mitchell said. A great example
coordination” among young
of community outreach, he
people, she said.
Sara Orbe interacts with cancer survivor.
said, is the department’s Cancer
Today’s children play
Related Fatigue (CRF) program. CRF, a common
outside much less than previous generations; they also
side effect after chemotherapy or radiation, is often
drink less milk and more high-sugar soft drinks. And
described as paralyzing. Since 2013 PBA has provided
so as this generation tries to play school sports, there’s
cancer survivors a program of exercise therapy to
an epidemic of broken bones and other injuries.
combat this fatigue. Exercise science student Sara Orbe
Then add the growing problem of obesity among
has helped with the program since the opening session, (Continued on page 16 )

New Human Performance Lab
provides community service
to athletes, cancer patients

W

14

Current Fall 2015

'There’s a
bigger picture
than just
numbers and
values we see
on a computer
screen.'
--Dr. Matthew
Mitchell

Cody Deboer begins his treadmill workout
under the direction of Dr. Matthew Mitchell, as
a computer records maximal aerobic capacity.

Current Fall 2015
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Sailfish soccer player Alyssa Hearing undergoes a fitness assessment monitored by Alejandro Castaneda.
Castaneda, from Guatemala, worked as lab assistant
during the setup of the Human Performance Lab. “He
all ages, Breitkreuz said, “and so exercise science is a
set up equipment, read manuals, wrote protocol,” said
huge field.”
Breitkreuz. “You could tell he was in his element.”
“The vast majority of our students are going to go
Orbe, a senior from New Jersey, is assisting
into physical therapy, physician assistant school or
professors Mitchell and Dr. Stephen
even med school,” said Mitchell. The
Sylvester as they study the effects of
Human Performance Lab gives them
'We can take
resistance training on cancer patients.
“an environment, like other sciences,
an
entire
team,
Orbe “really has a heart for that
where they can learn and get hands-on
group,” said Sylvester.
and put heart
experience in a lab setting.”
In her senior research project, Orbe
Sometimes the “lab” goes out to the
monitors on
will
study blood samples from fatigued
athletic fields, using wireless monitors.
them and
cancer patients, comparing certain
“We can take an entire team, and put
analyze how
chemical levels before and after exercise
heart monitors on them and analyze
intense that
therapy. Because she’s already seen that
how intense that practice was and
practice was and
therapy make a tremendous difference
which players were working extremely
which players
in the lives of cancer survivors, she
hard,” said Breitkreuz.
were
working
hopes in the future she can help other
The professors have talked with
extremely
hard.'
schools develop therapy programs
all of PBA’s head coaches, asking how
--Denise Breitkreuz
like PBA’s. And she’s cheered by the
exercise science students can serve
prospect that PBA research one day
Sailfish athletes. Already volleyball and
could help cancer patients she’ll never
basketball squads have come to the lab
even meet. “That would be a really big goal,” said Orbe.
for specialized testing.
The expanded lab also provides research
For more information on the Cancer Related Fatigue
opportunities. Exercise science senior Alejandro
program, see story in the Spring 2014 issue of Current:
Castaneda won a Quality Initiative Grant to study
www.pba.edu/current
how hydration affects the aerobic capacity of athletes.
(Continued from page 14 )
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'She was a wonderful person,
and the University was
important to her.'
--Jeffrey Kahn (left)
of Joyce Boyer (inset)

Probate & Pumpernickel:

W

hen attorneys and CPAs gather for the
educational luncheon series Probate and
Pumpernickel, they continue a tradition
begun by the late Joyce Boyer, a well-known trust
officer and longtime friend of Palm Beach Atlantic.
“Joyce just got such a kick out of helping people and
people learning,” said attorney Jeffrey Kahn, who spoke
at a recent Probate and Pumpernickel luncheon. Kahn,
with the firm Greenberg Traurig, gave a presentation
on employee stock ownership plans.
Each month Probate and Pumpernickel offers a
program on topics such as estate planning, taxation
and elder law. Attorneys and CPAs attending the free
luncheons receive continuing education credits.
“Some of the topics are super timely,” said Kahn,
because of the frequent developments and changes in
the regulations of such fields.
PBA acquired Probate and Pumpernickel after
Boyer’s death in 2012. She started the program more
than 30 years ago. Kahn, who has participated in
the program for 20 years, recalled Boyer’s “touch” in
putting people at ease and offering questions to help
the experts “get right down to the practical thing.”
“She was a wonderful person,” said Kahn, “and the
University was important to her.”
The University continues the program with
coordinator Lisa Aaron, who recruits speakers
and arranges locations. Through the program PBA

Lunch & learn sessions serve as
legacy for friend of the University

develops relationships with key professionals helping
clients with their financial planning. In this way those
clients can learn more about the many philanthropic
opportunities at the University.
Luncheons run for less than 90 minutes, and have
been offered in West Palm Beach, Fort Lauderdale,
Boca Raton, Naples, Sarasota and Greenville, South
Carolina.
In South Carolina UBS Financial Services sponsors
the luncheons, thanks to PBA alumnus Michael Lee
’90, UBS senior vice president and senior portfolio
manager. He became involved in Probate and
Pumpernickel when he and Boyer both worked at
Comerica Bank.
When Lee moved to Greenville five years ago,
Boyer invited him to start a Probate and Pumpernickel
branch there. He continues with the program today,
having seen how well it provides financial and
legal professionals with continuing education and
opportunity to network and develop referral sources.
Other sponsors for the luncheons include Sabadell
Bank and Trust, West Palm Beach; BNY Mellon
Wealth Management, Naples; Monarch Wealth
Managed Well and Canandaigua National Trust
Company of Florida, Sarasota.

Probate & Pumpernickel details:
learn-well.pba.edu/p-and-p
Current Fall 2015
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l968 freshman still serving

A

The clinic operates in Sunday school rooms of the
lumnus Don Maness, who had been one of
church on 10th Avenue North. “We began to really
PBA’s inaugural 1968 freshmen, was perfectly
depend on God, praying for this, and praying for
happy being semi-retired, until he began to
that,” Maness said. “All of a sudden, things would start
feel a persistent nudge from above. He responded to
showing up.”
that nudge, thanks, in part, to the example of another
Companies donated equipment, and volunteers
PBA grad, his daughter Revae.
signed up to meet specific needs clinic leaders had
Revae Maness Lawrence ’98 and her husband,
prayed for. “It’s just amazing how God works,” said
Michael, serve as missionaries in Costa Rica. “She
Maness.
would call back up here and tell of all that was
Each time the clinic opens, 15 to 20 volunteers
happening,” said Maness. “I was taken aback. It was
come out, including medical professionals, social
just evident that God was working there.”
workers and translators for Spanish and Creole. For
As Maness heard those good reports from his
back-to-school immunizations and physicals, this
daughter, he asked himself, “Why don’t I sense God
year the clinic partnered with the Palm Beach Health
working in the same way here?” The reason, he
County Department and had 93 patients on one
concluded, “was because we had turned somewhat
Saturday alone.
inward and focused on the Westernized kind of
“After we did their physicals we shared the Gospel,”
mindset.”
said Maness. “Our church was really great in doing
Then came the opportunity to re-focus, outwardly.
that, in reaching out. Then after we got through with
Maness’ church, Palm Springs Baptist, needed
the evangelism part, we gave them
someone to head up its medical
backpacks, so every child left with a
clinic. Operating two Saturdays
backpack full of supplies.”
a month, the clinic offers free
Pastor Luis said the clinic helps
services to the under-served and
church members “see ourselves in
disadvantaged of the community.
the middle of a mission field, to love
Church leaders wanted an
and care for those around us and to
executive director to help the clinic
share Jesus with them.” In addition
grow and serve more people. As they
to school physicals, the clinic sees
prayed and talked about this need,
patients for everything from colds to
the name Don Maness quickly came
heart problems to chronic illnesses,
to mind, said Pastor Paul Luis.
all with a holistic approach, Maness
“Don has just a sense of servant
said.
leadership, spiritual leadership and
You find that same approach on
the necessary knowledge and ability,”
the website of missionaries Revae
said Luis. “He was the obvious choice Revae Maness Lawrence ’98
and Michael Lawrence: “We reach
for that position.”
and her husband, Michael,
out to our community in practical
Maness had postponed his
missionaries in Costa Rica
and tangible ways that meet their
education, leaving PBA to serve with
needs while showing them their need for Jesus. Then
the Air Force during the Vietnam War. He came back
years later, to graduate in 1996 and to earn his master’s we invite them to follow Jesus and become fishers of
men.”
degree in mental health counseling in 1998. For 15
Revae Lawrence said it was “a perfectly natural
years he served as a staff counselor with the Palm Lake
move” for her father to come out of semi-retirement
Baptist Association, and then he retired to work partlike he did. “His heart to see people reach beyond their
time in real estate. He wasn’t looking for more work,
current place of existence physically and spiritually
“but God has a way of reminding us, even late in life,
of how He wants to use us if we’ll just yield to Him,” he has always driven the things he’s done.” Meanwhile,
Maness’ other daughter, Shelly Maness-Spell ’01, works
said.
with mentally handicapped adults at the Palm Beach
After praying about it, in October 2014 Maness
Habilitation Center. Seems like “reaching out” runs in
became executive director of the Mission Clinic of Palm
this family of Sailfish.
Springs. He soon realized “an affirmation of God’s call
and an evidence of God working in a real, powerful way.”
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'God has a way of reminding us,
even late in life, of how He wants
to use us if we’ll just yield to Him.'
--Don Maness

Executive Director Don Maness looks
on as Nurse Practitioner Teresita Co
talks with a young patient at the
Mission Clinic of Palm Springs.
www.mission-clinic.org

Current Fall 2015

19

National
Award

D

Now in med school,
grad honored at Forest Hills

ivision II of the NCAA takes pride in the
“scholar-athlete,” one who excels in the
classroom as well as on the court or playing
field. PBA Sailfish like Mark Heimberger broaden
that honor to include outstanding sportsmanship,
leadership and community service.
On the eve of the U.S. Open Tennis Championships,
Heimberger ’15 was honored at Forest Hills with
the Arthur Ashe Jr. Award for Leadership and
Sportsmanship given by the Intercollegiate Tennis
Association (ITA). In May, Heimberger had become
just the second Sailfish to win the award on the
regional level; now he’s the first to win the national
honor.
But in August Heimberger couldn’t join other award
winners at the famous grass courts of Forest Hills, New
York. His PBA coach Chi Ly had to stand in, because
Heimberger was tied up in yet another matter of
scholarship: medical school at Indiana University.
“I have my first big anatomy test that Friday, and
I cannot miss it,” Heimberger wrote in an email
to his coach. So Ly gladly accepted Heimberger’s
commemorative watch and plaque for him at Forest Hills.
No doubt Heimberger’s medical school plans played
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a role in his winning the ITA honor. As he explained in
his ITA essay, “I want to become a doctor and create an
organization to provide medical assistance for people
in Third World countries who do not have access to
healthcare.”
Heimberger, a Mexico City native, spent hundreds
of volunteer hours in hospital, hospice, rehab center,
nursing home or safe house for children. “Mark's
servant heart took him beyond the courts” as a
volunteer, said Ly.
“Mark established himself as a core team leader
from day one when he was a freshman,” said Ly.
Heimberger became team captain, and despite the
demands of tennis practice and matches, he finished
PBA as the Chi Alpha Sigma medallion winner for
having the highest grade point average of graduating
PBA athletes.
“I had a great experience at PBA,” said Heimberger.
“I met a lot of wonderful people, and I loved the small
classes. I can proudly say that I’m a Sailfish.”
Palm Beach Atlantic is a provisional member of the
Sunshine State Conference, NCAA Division II. Follow
the Sailfish at www.pbasailfish.com.

Aspiring writer begins
graduate work at Oxford

E

nglish major Olivia Anderson ’14 had applied
to six highly selective graduate schools,
including Oxford. When the first rejection
letter came, it didn’t phase her, but the letters kept
coming.
“What an insane time of faith building that was!”
she said.
Finally, she had heard from all the schools except
Oxford, and all five turned her down. Then she felt “a
strange, but perfect peace,” she said.
“The Lord reminded me of what I’d prayed at
the very beginning of the entire process,” she said,
“for Him to close any door I wasn’t supposed to go
through.” And then the last door opened with Kellogg
College at the University of Oxford.
“I’m so happy God left my favorite door open,” she
said.
This month Anderson began her graduate classes at
Oxford, the oldest university in the English-speaking
world. Its famous alumni include 26 United Kingdom
prime ministers and 26 Nobel Prize winners.
Anderson, a New York native and resident of
Boca Raton, earned her PBA degree with a grade
point average of 3.96, working through the rigorous

Frederick M. Supper Honors Program. Through
the honors study-abroad partnership she spent two
semesters at Oxford as an undergraduate.
Now she’s back in England to earn a master of
studies in English literature. After that, “Who knows?”
she said. “Wherever the Lord leads. I would love to
stay here and do my Ph.D.”
Anderson was managing editor of Living Waters
Review, PBA’s literary and arts journal. She’s an
aspiring writer, planning to mix history and fiction. “I
don’t like Christian fiction that’s preachy and overkill
and that only Christians are ever going to read,” she
said. Instead, she works towards intelligent, convicting
stories “that can glorify the Lord.”
Dr. Kathleen Anderson, PBA professor of English,
said Olivia Anderson has a long list of “well-deserved
scholarships and awards,” including Outstanding
Graduate of the School of Arts and Sciences in the fall
of 2014. “Her brilliant intellect, bold creativity, strong
work ethic and excellent character have collectively
contributed to her success at PBA,” said her professor,
“and will inevitably result in more successes at Oxford
and in her future profession.”
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Class Notes
Newsworthy Notes
Marlene Langford East ’84
graduated in May with a doctorate
of education from the University
of West Florida. This fall she
is presenting
at a behavioral
health summit
and two education
conferences. She
has owned her
private counseling
practice since 2002 and is
developing a mental health
mobile app and online continuing
education program. She lives in
Panama City Beach, Florida.
Email: marleneeast@yahoo.com

Joseph Hammiel ’84 was
promoted to lieutenant colonel
in the U.S. Army. He is serving
at Fort Hood, Texas as the First
Army, Division West Command
chaplain. He first served in the
Air Force, with two tours of duty
in Iraq and has over 29 years of
military service. He is shown here
receiving his lieutenant colonel
upgrade from his brother, David, a
full colonel in the Air Force.
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Michael Fisher ’85 is general
manager of Stonewall Creek
Vineyards in Sautee, Georgia,
the heart of Appalachia. He is
nicknamed Captain Malbec by
guests. He and his wife, Maria,
have five daughters and live in
Cleveland, Georgia.
Email: peacetrain5@gmail.com

Troy Bussmeir ’99 was promoted
last winter to chief executive
officer at Lone Star Ag Credit,
a bank serving the agriculture
community. He and his wife, Julia
Tuhkkari Bussmeir ’99, have four
daughters and live in Fort Worth,
Texas. Email: adventurecouple@
hotmail.com
Emmanuel Gonzales ’01
participated in the “Keyes to the
Cities,” a local art installation
project sponsored by Ketzer Piano
of Jupiter. He was commissioned
to paint a portrait of Sen. Marco
Rubio, and is employed at
Whitespace
art gallery
and museum.
He lives
in Royal
Palm Beach,
Florida.
www.emmanuelart.com

Jonathan Harrison ’03 published
his first book in March, Mastering
the Game: What Video Games Can
Teach Us about Success in Life.
He presented a TED Talk, “How
Video Games Can Empower Real
World Success.”
He has writings
in Entrepreneur,
FastCompany,
Lifehacker,
The Good Men
Project and
The Computer
Games Journal.
He and his wife,
Carmen, live in
Boca Raton, Florida.
www.JonDHarrison.com Email:
Jon@ClassicallyTrained.net
Heidi Frederick ’03/’06 MBA
earned her Ph.D. in organizational
leadership from Regent University
in December, 2014. She moved
to Nashville,
Tennessee
to become
associate vice
president
and dean of
the school of
graduate and
continuing
studies at Trevecca Nazarene
University. Email: hrfrederick@
trevecca.edu

Dr. Giavana Jones ’04 M.S.
completed her doctorate in applied
social psychology at the University
of Windsor and is working in
Nassau, Bahamas, as program
director of scholarships and grants
for Lyford Cay Foundations,
a non-profit organization that
provides opportunities for
higher education and invests in
community building.
Margarita Bernal Santana ’06
and Nicolas Santana ’06 have
returned to Palm Beach County
after spending
a year teaching
in China.
Margarita is a
drama teacher
at Okeehelee
Middle School,
specializing in the Spanish theatre
program. Nick specializes in fight
choreography and stage weaponry,
and is a performance teacher at
Bak Middle School of the Arts.
They have a daughter, Isa, and live
in Wellington, Florida.
Christina “Nina” Vanier Sawyer
’07 is a group counselor at
Ingram and Associates in Royal
Palm Beach.
She and her
husband, Scott
Sawyer ’07,
welcomed
their third
child this fall.
They live in Wellington, Florida.

Brett Fox ’08 earned a master’s
of divinity degree from Duke
University in May of 2014 and
was ordained by his church,
Emmaus Way, on Oct. 26. He
has spent the past year working
as a chaplain resident at UNC
Hospital and is now a chaplain at
the North Carolina Correctional
Institute for Women in Raleigh.
He and his wife, Sarah, own a
photography business and live in
Durham, North Carolina. Email:
brettfox27@gmail.com

Hannah Giboney ’10 is
volunteering at Bach Christian
Hospital in Pakistan with TEAM:
The Evangelical Alliance Mission.
Before TEAM, Hannah worked as
a nurse and volunteered in clinics
in both Idaho and California. She
has spent more than seven months
doing medical mission work in
Brazil, Mexico, Congo and Kenya
with IsleGo, Mercy Ships and
Global Health Outreach. Since
graduating, she’s cared for patients
in 12 hospitals and clinics across
six countries. Email: hgiboney@
yahoo.com

Claudia Lobo Arguello ’12 was
promoted to administrator of
Star Multi Care Services. Inc., a
home health agency based out of
New York. She
graduated with
her master’s
in business
administration
from Grand
Canyon
University and
lives with her husband, Raul,
in Sunrise, Florida. Email:
claudiaelobo@gmail.com
Jessica Moody Bruce ’14
MBA was promoted to director
of marketing
for Hoadley
Donohue Real
Estate Palm
Beach. She
joined Hoadley
Donohue
last summer
as the office
administration manager, and lives
in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida,
with her husband, Dan.

What's
your news?

Tell the PBA
community about that
new job, spouse or baby.
www.pba.edu/
alumniservices
Current Fall 2015
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Weddings

Carolyn Richard ’07 and Adam
Lichty were married in a private
ceremony outside Reykjavik,
Iceland, on June 7, 2014. The
couple celebrated stateside with
their friends and family, including
several PBA alumni. They live
in Seattle, Washington. Email:
carolyn.m.lichty@gmail.com
Julie Collins ’08 and Nathaniel
Nidey were married Oct. 16, 2014,
in a private
ceremony
overlooking
Háifoss
waterfall in
Iceland. Julie
is a business
analyst with
the corporate
IT department of PSAV, an event
technology services company.
They live in Des Moines,
Iowa, with Nathaniel’s two
children, Norah, 9, and Huck, 6.
Email: shajuels@gmail.com
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Katie Singerman ’08 and
Sean Potito were married in
Wethersfield, Connecticut, on
July 13, 2014 at First Church of
Christ. Katie is a school counselor
and Sean is a probation court
case specialist for Holyoke
District Court. They live in
Springfield, Massachusetts. Email:
katiesingerman@yahoo.com

Stana Nichols ’11 and Mitch
Cyran ’10 were married June 19
at Family Church Sherbrooke in
Lantana, Florida. Stana works in
the children’s ministry at Family
Church Sherbrooke and Mitch
works at Sancilio & Company,
Inc., a local pharmaceutical
company. They live in Palm Beach
Gardens, Florida.

Kelly Thomas ’12 and Greg
Stothers were married Feb.7 in the
DeSantis Family Chapel. Kelly is
a kindergarten teacher at Berean
Christian School and Greg is a
restaurant manager at Paris Bakery
and Café. They live in West Palm
Beach, Florida.

Shelly Cocking ’15 and Casey
Smith were married June 20 at
the Lake Wales Art Center. Shelly
works in the office of procurement
of the Florida Department of
Transportation and Casey is
studying to be a pilot at Polk State
College. They live in Lakeland,
Florida.

Births & New Additions

Marlena Davis Brazell ’02 and
her husband, Terrell, welcomed
their second son, Easton Davis
Brazell, on April 14. He joins big
brother Barrett. They live in Saint
Mary’s, Georgia, where Marlena
teaches fifth grade and Terrell is
the owner-broker of Mossy Oak
Properties Coastal Land and Real
Estate. Email: marlenabrazell@
gmail.com

Danielle Brown Peeling ’07 and
Andrew Peeling ’06 welcomed
their daughter, Quinn Harper
Peeling, on May 18. Danielle
works at Palm Beach Christian
Academy and Andrew works in
PBA’s Office of Online Learning.
They live in Boynton Beach,
Florida.

Speaker Pam Tebow

Tea -Bows
15th Alumnae
Afternoon Tea &
Silent Auction
To benefit the
Alumni Association Scholarship Fund
at Palm Beach Atlantic University

Elisha Mabe Finocchietti ’04 and
Gabe Finocchietti ’04 welcomed
their twin boys, Gabriel Aiden and
Edward Owen, on Jan. 20. Gabe
has a position at IBM in software
sales and Elisha is an engineering
recruiter with Kelly Services.
They live in Eden, North Carolina.
Email: efinocchietti@gmail.com
and gfinocchietti@gmail.com

Arianne Weiss Prestia ’09 and
her husband, Thomas, welcomed
their son, Lucas Prestia, on June
29. Arianne graduated from
Palmer Chiropractic School in
2012 and works at Weiss Family
Chiropractic in Wellington,
Florida. They live in Loxahatchee,
Florida.

Save the Date
Saturday, April 9, 2016
The Club at Admirals Cove
For tickets: pba.edu/pba-tea16
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Lindsay Jacobitti Tuttle ’09 and
her husband, Ray, welcomed their
son, Jace Alexander Tuttle, on
May 1.
Lindsay is
a cardiac
step-down
nurse and
is finishing
graduate
school for
nursing
practice with a focus on integrative
health. They live in Sarasota,
Florida.

Hannah Speake Swain ’10 and
Cory Swain ’09 welcomed their
son, Easton Bruce Swain, on
May 14. Hannah and Cory both
work for the insurance marketing
organization Advisors Excel and
live in Topeka, Kansas. Email:
corysswain@gmail.com

Michelle Randolph Mason ’14
and her husband, Tim, welcomed
their son,
Logan
William
Mason, on
Feb. 20.
Michelle
works from
home as an
independent
designer for Origami Owl and
Tim works as a PBA campus
safety corporal. They live in
Port St. Lucie, Florida. Email:
MichelleJoyceMason@gmail.com

Dress your young Sailfish
in style:

www.pba.edu/campus-store

In Loving Memory
Linda Susan Almy ’75 died
July 16, 2015. In 2008 she began
working part-time for Palm Beach
Atlantic and in 2009 she accepted
a full-time position in admissions.
Linda loved the people she worked
with and was proud to be a part of
the admitting process for students.
Survivors include her brother,
James Almy, her sister, Mona
Hicks ’94/’99 M.S. and nephews
Ronald Hicks ’89 and Michael
Carman ’93.
Dennis Campbell ’94 died while
at work on June 1, 2015. Dennis
worked with PBA’s Technology
Services for several years before
moving
to Baylor
University
in 2006. He
was a devoted
husband to his
wife, Keren,
and a loving
father to his
three children,
Logan,
Matthew and
Meagan. Survivors also include his
parents, Ken and Joanne Campbell,
and his brother, Kevin Campbell
’94. Dennis last attended a PBA
alumni chapter event in 2013.

Thank you to all of our sponsors and participants
for a successful 28th Annual Alumni Association
Scholarship Golf Tournament!
For tournament photos, visit: www.pba.edu/alumni-golf-photos-2015
Save the date for next year
October 1, 2016
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What comes after
Thanksgiving, Black
Friday & Cyber Monday?
You have to marvel at the things Palm Beach Atlantic
students and alumni are doing and the impact they’re
having upon their world.
Think about those wide-eyed freshmen at Welcome
Week. An impressionable young person is pulled in so
many directions by the “me”-centered culture of the day.
So how does one of these students wind up becoming a
scholar, an FBI agent or a leader in government? Why
does one head off to medical school with the goal of
serving the impoverished in the Third World? Why do
so many develop such a lifestyle of selfless outreach that
their children follow their example of service?
All these things are possible, of course, through God’s
grace. But God uses many people as the hands and feet
of His grace. He uses the dedicated faculty and staff of
the University, as they build upon the foundation laid by
loving parents. And God uses many donors, large and
small, to provide the resources needed for this process.
A wise donor considers the return on investment
before he or she gives. So the stories of PBA students
and alumni illustrate the impact of a contribution to the
University’s Annual Fund. The fund combines the gifts
of alumni and friends of PBA to support a variety of
scholarships. Almost 98 percent of PBA undergraduate
students receive some form of financial aid, and those
students will tell you they’re very thankful that someone
made an investment in them.
This year there’s a new way to give to the Annual Fund
as the University joins in Giving Tuesday. On Tuesday,
Dec. 1 charities, families, businesses, community centers
and students around the world will come together for
one common purpose: to celebrate generosity and to
give. Stay tuned for more details, but mark your calendar
now and plan an investment with truly lasting return.
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SAVE THE DATE

DECEMBER 1

#GI

EDAYPBA

We have a day for
giving thanks.
We have two for
getting deals. Now,
we have
Giving Tuesday,
a global day
dedicated
to giving back.

John Sizemore
Editor of Current
john_sizemore@pba.edu
Contributing writers:
Hannah Deadman,
John Sizemore
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Eyeing each other: Biology major Taylor James,
camera in hand, admires a Galápagos marine
iguana in its home setting, the Galápagos Islands.
James was among 14 PBA students and alumni
joining biology professor Dr. Thomas Chesnes for
hiking, snorkeling and study in the Galápagos.
Read a first-person account from Hannah
Deadman ’15: page 4.

