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Dear Friends,
Our academic year ended on May 5 with a 

commencement ceremony that celebrated more than 
550 graduates. As I shook the hand of each one, I was 
energized by their accomplishments while at PBA and 
the “firsts” that I know they will experience in the days 
and years ahead.

Firsts, like the one Allison Beach Halataei ’98 
experienced when she served as general counsel 
and parliamentarian of the House Ways and Means 
Committee and played a key role in the major tax 
reforms that were passed in December.  

Or 1993 graduate Kent Annan, who ministered to 
refugees in Europe and later co-founded Haiti Partners, 
a nonprofit focusing on education and community 
development in the beleaguered country of Haiti.

Perhaps Linda Pettigrew ’18 is one of our best 
examples of firsts. At the age of 70, she graduated 
with a master’s degree in general counseling and has a 
mission to help retirees develop new interests in their 
“golden years.”  

You will read about these alumni in the following 
pages and find an accomplishment of which I am so 
personally proud. Esther Hagan ’18 is the first PBA 
graduate to receive the prestigious Fulbright U.S. 
Student Program award from the U.S. Department of 
State and the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship 
Board. Esther will travel to Taiwan in the fall for a year 
under a Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship.

PBA experienced many more firsts this year. We 
opened the John & Sheila Rinker Sports Center, 
became a full member of the Sunshine State Athletic 
Conference, inaugurated the Titus Center for 
Franchising and celebrated the book Florida Made, 
written by George S. LeMieux and Laura E Mize ’05, 
which benefits the LeMieux Center for Public Policy.

The theme I selected for the 2017-2018 academic 
year is Amazing Faithfulness. It is based on 
Lamentations 3:22-23. 

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not 
consumed,

    for his compassions never fail.
23 They are new every morning;
    great is your faithfulness
The Lord continues to richly bless PBA and our 

students with His amazing faithfulness. He makes 
firsts happen and more are yet to come. Enjoy this 
issue of Current and please continue to give to support 
the new opportunities that await us.
Sincerely yours,

William M. B. Fleming, Jr. 
President

Esther Hagan, Fulbright Student bound for Taiwan, receives her diploma.
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In January, when Microsoft needed a new lobbyist 
on Capitol Hill, the company hired a PBA alumna 
who had earned her stripes and accolades as a 

senior staffer on the powerful House Ways and Means 
Committee.

Allison Beach Halataei ’98 had worked her way 
up to general counsel and parliamentarian for the 
committee. In December, when Congress passed major 
tax reforms, she came away with an unforgettable 
memory and a souvenir hat from Rep. Kevin Brady 
of Texas, chairman of the House Ways and Means 
Committee.

“The chairman had these hats, each with the 
number 24 on it,” said Halataei. “Twenty-four stood for 
the number of Republican Ways and Means members 
who wrote the tax reform bill. And so the chairman 
had one of these hats for each of the members of the 
committee, and he also had one for me.”

Each of the members of the committee signed the 
hat given to Halataei. “It was a big moment in terms 
of a big legislative product that made it all the way 
through the process and got signed by the president,” 
she said. “And it was special to me to have been a part 
of that and for the chairman to have acknowledged 
that. So I feel very grateful.”

Brady felt grateful too, grateful that the bill got 
passed, and grateful for the experienced staffer who 
had been his right hand dealing with procedural issues.

“Alli was a key part of everything we achieved 
at the committee in 2016 and 2017,” he said. “Her 
wise counsel was invaluable to crafting, passing and 
enacting our legislation on all fronts. She is a uniquely 
talented individual, and someone I was glad to have at 
my side during this critical time.”

Halataei spent 10 years on the Hill, including three 
years with Brady’s committee. “And throughout her 

time on the committee staff,” Brady said, “she was a 
joy to work with, no matter how late the hour or how 
intense the situation.”

“It can get a little bit crazy,” acknowledged Halataei, 
as she recalled her last two years on the Ways and 
Means Committee. Working on tax reform “was pretty 
all-consuming.” She put in weekend work and all-night 
sessions as staffers scrambled to make new versions 
of the tax bill after members of Congress debated 
and adopted amendments. The results, in Chairman 
Brady’s view, were “the most historic tax reforms in a 
generation.”

For reforms that Republicans called historic, many 
Democrats used adjectives such as reckless and unjust. 
And as the partisan debate raged on Capitol Hill 
and throughout the media, polls showed the general 
public with a low opinion of Congress. But as Halataei 
considered her tenure working closely with lawmakers, 
she concluded, “I actually am a little more optimistic 
probably than the average American.

“When you really get in there and you watch the 

members get to know one another as human beings 
and work together across the aisle, there’s a lot 
happening behind the scenes that I don’t think the 
news media necessarily want to focus on,” she said. 
“But especially as a person of faith, a lot of times I 
see members of Congress who are Christians really 
prioritize those personal relationships across the aisle. 
It’s very heartening, because it is a way for things to get 
done. There certainly are good things happening. I’m 
always encouraged by that.”

Previously Halataei had been general counsel and 
parliamentarian for the House Judiciary Committee. 
She came to the job armed with a law degree from 
Georgetown University, but she also credits PBA’s 
Supper Honors Program for preparing her to work in 
high levels of government. Honors “was academically 
intense, but also a very supportive atmosphere,” she 
said. “And I think that for a young person those were 
just great ways to be sharpened into a productive adult. 
I really would say it was life-changing.”

Now Halataei has left the government’s employ to 

become director of congressional affairs for Microsoft. 
Her primary job is to work with House Republicans, 
“a perfect fit as that had been my world for so many 
years.”

Though she’s returned to that “world,” she’s hoping 
her new job will allow her more time to spend with her 
two children. She lives in Arlington with her husband, 
Andy, a lobbyist for a technology company trade 
association.

Halataei said her job now “is to translate the things 
that Microsoft is doing, all the great things out there, 
to our legislators and figuring out how we can work 
together.” Among her key issues is the backlog of 
Microsoft employees waiting to get their green cards. 
“We’re up on the Hill regularly, talking to members of 
Congress about how the immigration system can be 
improved,” she said.

As a veteran in Washington’s halls of power, 
Halataei offered this advice for others wanting to get 
into government: “Be willing to start at the bottom, for 
example, at an internship, and show that you’re willing 
to work hard. That usually gives you a foot in the door 
and then opportunities tend to come your way.”

Halataei's souvenir hat from Rep. Kevin Brady of Texas, 
chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee. 
“Alli was a key part of everything we achieved at the 
committee in 2016 and 2017,” Brady said.

Key voice
on The Hill
After 10 years with powerful 
congressional committees,  
Alli Halataei becomes director of 
congressional affairs for Microsoft 

Allison Beach Halataei at her new  job with Microsoft.
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Palm Beach Atlantic students had heard that 
Sterling Frederick’s singers once performed in 
London and on the TODAY show; they believed 

it on Feb. 15 when they listened to those singers in a 
PBA chapel; and they would have understood it if they 
could have seen the group in rehearsal.

At the end of a regular school day at Boynton Beach 
Community High School, Dimensional Harmony 
rehearsal began right on time. Frederick, a 1995 PBA 
grad, was so intent on his singers that at first he didn’t 
notice a photographer had come to join them. 

Snapping his fingers in rhythm and coaching on 

tempo and pronunciation, the director led the group 
through a lively Russian folksong, in Russian.

Next came a haunting, a cappella African American 
spiritual, a piece the students had memorized. Every 
eye trained on Frederick, they sang, “Wade in the 
water, children … .”

“You guys are clashing,” warned Frederick. “You 
need to blend. We’re going to state; not Kmart.” His 
kids have been to “state” (state competition) many 
times, as attested by the trophies lining the walls of 
their rehearsal room.

76

The Maestro is like  
a dad to his singers

At Boynton Beach 
Community High School 
Sterling Frederick runs 
a tight ship, earning the 
respect of his students 
and filling the shelves 
with trophies.

'Mister Fred'

(Continued on following page)
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To fine-tune that blend Frederick sought, he had 
singers repeat phrases and words again and again. “It’s 
not there,” he told them. “It’s not completely there.” 
Finally, he called out, “Yeah! Good!” Then he moved 
on to another song, noting only a specific chord the 
baritone sectional still needed to practice. “I’ll get you 
third hour,” he told the baritones.

That’s right: third hour. After a full day of classes, 
these high school students were singing through a long 
rehearsal. And you don’t see them looking at their cell 
phones. You don’t hear the basses talking with each 
other while the director works with the altos. You do 
hear a lot of “Yes, sir” and “No, sir” when students 
address their director, but it wasn’t always that way. 

“It was culture shock when I came over to Boynton 
Beach,” recalled Frederick. For six years he had taught 
at Wellington Christian School, his first job after 
graduating from PBA. Leaving the “Christian bubble,” 
he had quite a challenge in his new environment, a 
public school with much less parent involvement, and 
with a marked difference in how the students acted. 

So with some fear and trembling, he dived into 

“Mr. Fred,” as many of his students call him, has 
taught at Boynton Beach Community High School for 
17 years now. He’s built the choral music program into 
a point of pride for the school, its singing ambassadors 
hitting the road and winning honors year after year. 

Dimensional Harmony played the TODAY Show 
in 2010 and Carnegie Hall in 2011. In 2015 officials 
from the London International Choral Festival visited 
the school to hear the singers and then invited them to 
come perform. Catherine Longworth, lord mayor of 
Westminster, watched the group sing and dance and 
responded, “Awesome, as you would say. Breathtaking.”

Frederick’s singers traveled to London over 
Christmas break that year, making such an impression 
that the festival has invited them to come back. The 

group is now raising money for their encore visit.
 That fundraising brings a significant challenge, 

given that some 80 percent of the school’s students 
qualify for free or reduced-price lunch. But the choral 
students “will work to meet that challenge,” said 
Frederick, because they believe in what they’re doing.

“And I believe in them,” he said. “We do our best to 
not make money a problem.”

Beyond the money needed for Dimensional 
Harmony trips, Frederick also stresses personal 
finances. He brings in advisors from local banks to talk 
to his students about “saving money for that rainy day.”

“I try to teach them life skills,” he said. It’s all part of 
his way “to minister” at a public school, directing young 
lives through his actions more than through his words. 

the new job. His students quickly saw that their 
choir director required respect from them but also 
demonstrated respect for them. 

“Once you cut the layers down, you see just a 
beautiful human being in each one of them,” said 
Frederick, “and I’ve learned that they all just want to be 
loved and appreciated.”

Frederick’s singers made it to state competition his 
first year at Boynton Beach, and they’ve been making 
a name for themselves ever since. To sample of their 
award-winning sound, listen at www.bit.ly/2J3VICJ.

“I felt transported through time as I heard their 
angelic voices fill the chapel,” said Chapel Worship 
Coordinator Jeanny Alexandre, after the group’s PBA 
visit in February. “The choir under the direction of 
Sterling Frederick has unequivocally given me hope for 
the future of music in this upcoming generation.”

The choir members themselves speak of hope, a 
hope and a growth extending beyond music. “This 
class is not just chorus,” said alto Zariah Jones. “It 
teaches you time management. It teaches you how to 
act like an adult. And I consider us a family. Mr. Fred’s 
a dad to me and to all of us.”

"I felt transported through time as I 
heard their angelic voices fill the chapel.”  
--Chapel Worship Coordinator Jeanny Alexandre

(Continued from previous page)

See and hear 
for yourself:

Sterling Frederick's group  
Dimensional Harmony, at 
Riverside Church, New York City 
www.bit.ly/2J3VICJ
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News briefs And details on the Web

PBA mourns death of Bebe Warren
Bebe Warren, an educator and wife of Palm Beach 

Atlantic University’s founding chairman Dr. Donald 
Warren, died Saturday, May 5. She was 90. A memorial 
service was held May 10 in the DeSantis Family Chapel.  
www.pba.edu/news/bebe-warren-dies

Kobel gift supports competition
Students studying franchising at Palm Beach 

Atlantic University will have the opportunity to enter 
the Kobel Franchise Challenge to compete for up to 
$300,000 to be used to acquire a franchise. 
www.pba.edu/news/titus-center-kobel-gift-18

Leuliette joins Trustee Board
Timothy D. Leuliette, an investor and operating 

executive in the automotive and transportation 
industry for more than three decades, was appointed 
to the university's Board of Trustees. 
www.pba.edu/news/trustee-leuliette-18

New dean of students
Palm Beach Atlantic University 

President William M. B. Fleming, Jr. 
announced the promotion of Bob 
Lutz to dean of students and Kate 
Magro to assistant dean of students. 
Lutz succeeds Kevin Abel, who has 
accepted a leadership position at 
Spring Hill College. 

www.pba.edu/news/lutz-magro-promotion

Alumni Afternoon nets $21,400
The Alumni Association’s 2018 Alumni Afternoon 

raised $21,400 for student scholarships. Held April 28 
at the Wyndham Grand Jupiter at Harbourside Place, 
the event featured remarks by Michele Rigby Assad, a 
PBA alumna and author of the book Breaking Cover: 
My Secret Life in the CIA and What It Taught Me about 
What’s Worth Fighting For.  
www.pba.edu/news/alumni-afternoon-post

PBA prof of 48 years 

Esther Hagan does her best to stay off her 
smartphone when she’s with a friend, but she 
froze when her phone chirped and flashed 

the notification Fulbright. With a little gasp she held 
her breath and read the beginning of the message: 
“Congratulations and we’re pleased … .”

“I got up out of the booth at Einstein Bros. Bagels 
and paced a bit, and I was shaking,” Hagan recalled. 
She handed the phone to her friend, saying, “Would 
you please read it and verify this for me?”

It was true. English major Hagan had won the 
prestigious Fulbright U.S. Student Program award 
from the U.S. Department of State and the J. William 
Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board. She graduated 
from PBA in May, and in the fall she’ll travel to 
Taiwan for a year under a Fulbright English Teaching 
Assistantship.

“A Fulbright is a highly selective and prestigious 
award for international study that aims to foster 
mutual exchange and understanding between citizens 
of the United States and those of other countries,” 
explained Dr. Robert Lloyd, PBA’s dean of the School 
of Arts and Sciences. The Fulbright aim fits well with 
the mindset of Hagan, who already has traveled widely 
through The David and Leighan Rinker Center for 
Experiential Learning. 

She taught English in China and studied for seven 
months in New Zealand. “It’s helped me grow and it’s 
shaped me,” she said. “The people are remarkable, the 
landscape is amazing, and the cultures are fascinating. 
It’s made me a better person to be able to learn from 
people with all types of backgrounds.”

Hagan sees her upcoming Fulbright trip as not 
only a teaching opportunity, but also a rich learning 
opportunity. And after her year in Taiwan she wants to 
go to graduate school, perhaps in African studies. She 
grew up in Maryland, but she was born in Ghana, West 
Africa, and she dreams about returning to Ghana and 
teaching on the collegiate level. 

“I want to take what I’ve learned and share that with 
others because I really think education is the key to 
unlock a lot of opportunities in life,” she said. “If I can 
help people who are marginalized unlock such a large 

door, that’s what I’d like to do.”
Teaching at a university likely would require earning 

a Ph.D., but “if that’s what it takes, then I’m game,” she 
said. 

Hagan’s Fulbright experience will help pave the 
way for graduate work, said Dr. Carl Miller, assistant 
professor of English and a member of the university’s 
newly formed Prestigious National Scholarships 
Committee. From his experience working with 
Fulbright students at other universities, he’s observed 
that the Fulbright “changed the way the students saw 
the world and it changed the way the world saw them.”

As students such as Hagan apply for grad schools, 
internships or jobs, said Miller, “there is not an 
institution in the country that is not going to have their 
heads turned if you say ‘I was a Fulbright student.’”

Hagan applied for the Fulbright award with the 
help of the new scholarships committee, which also 
includes Dr. Elizabeth Stice, assistant professor of 
history; and Dr. Mireille Aleman, associate professor 
of chemistry. Hagan is the first PBA student to win a 
Fulbright, “the first of many,” Miller predicted. 

Fulbright Student Esther Hagan, above, wearing a 
dashiki, which she bought at a market in Ghana. She 
was born in Ghana and grew up in Maryland. 

English major wins prestigious 
honor; will teach in Taiwan

Professor of Music Marlene Woodward-Cooper was 
applauded warmly during Honors Chapel in April at 
the announcement of her retirement after 48 years. 
Having joined PBA just two years after the university's 
founding, she is the longest-serving faculty member. 

With leadership from Music Department Chair Dr. 
Kenneth Phillips, the university is establishing an 
endowed scholarship in her honor. To contribute, call 
the Development Office at (561) 803-2011 or visit 
www.pba.edu/general-giving. 
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In February 81 students came together at First 
Baptist Church in Lake Park, Florida, for a 
weekend retreat sponsored by the campus 

women’s ministry Flourish. They enjoyed worship, 
prayer, fellowship by the campfire and sessions led 
by visiting speaker Beth Eisenbeis. 

Sarah Claire Smith, Kathy McKinnon and 
Kelsey Taber led breakout sessions. It was Taber, 
a 2015 PBA grad, who had the original vision for 
the women’s ministry, which is now 5 years old. 

“The really cool part was the group times,” said 

Margaret Homan, a junior from Pennsylvania. 
“We got to talk about what we heard in the 
sessions and be vulnerable with each other and 
laugh and cry, and it was really good.”

The retreat explored what it means to be a 
brave woman of God. One breakout session put 
it this way, recalled Homan: “A brave woman has 
a soft front that can be loving and vulnerable and 
present with people and a strong, hard spine. And 
that you are firmly grounded in the Word and in 
God’s promise.”

Brave
Retreat explores what it means 
to be a brave woman of God

12 13



Current     Summer   2018 Current    Summer   201814 15

Anew PBA partnership 
with Microsoft and a new 
concentration of online 

graduate courses pave the way 
for “just a tremendous number 
of jobs,” says the program’s 
founder, Dr. Mary Kay Copeland. 
Copeland, professor of accounting 
and information systems, heads 
the new coursework in Microsoft 
Dynamics 365, a system used 
by thousands of companies 
worldwide.   

During Copeland’s career of 
more than 25 years in public 
accounting and consulting, she 
learned from Microsoft officials 
that each year 5,000 new jobs go 
unfilled in enterprise systems, an 
offshoot of accounting. Here’s an 
opportunity, she thought.

She developed a program of 
enterprise systems education 
combining the theory and “hands-
on” training needed to prepare 
consultants in the field. “Nobody 
had a comprehensive offering that 

gave students the background that 
they needed,” she said, “and PBA 
was the first school in the country 
to put it out there.”

Details of the program are 
provided at http://learn-well.pba.
edu/microsoft-dynamics. Students 
may complete the four online 
courses on their own or as applied 
toward a master’s in accountancy 
(MAcc) or MBA degree. 

Despite the Microsoft label, 
Copeland explained that she’s 
not looking to train computer 
wizards. “Employers are looking 
for good quality communicators 
and ability to do training, to work 
with clients,” she said. “It is a much 
more a people-oriented consulting 
position versus computer scientist.”

Employers “are clamoring” to 
hire people with those “soft skills” 
and with Microsoft Dynamics 365 
certificates, Copeland said. 

Chris Segurado finished his 
MBA at Palm Beach Atlantic in 
December and quickly landed 

PBA has new 
partnership with 
Microsoft

Employers
'clamoring' 
to hire from
grad program

Dr. Mary Kay Copeland:
◆CPA
◆MBA
◆Ph.D. in entrepreneurial 
leadership
◆Member, Microsoft 
Dynamics Academic 
Alliance National Board

a job after receiving Copeland’s 
training. He loves his new, fast-
paced job as associate consultant 
with DXC Technology in New York 
City, operating from an office in 
Rockefeller Center.

“To get a job in the consulting 
industry can be really hard if you’re 
just out of college,” said Segurado. 
“If someone wants to go into this 
industry I can recommend taking 
these classes because that’s a door 
opener.”

Segurado is from Germany, 
and completed his undergraduate 
degree there. He came to PBA to 
play soccer and 
earn his MBA. 
Recruited by 
Coach Brian 
McMahon, he 
played on the 
squad that won 
the NCAA 
Division II 
South Region 

championship and made it to the 
NCAA Elite Eight.

Now, as a veteran of Copeland’s 
“coaching,” Segurado earned two 
Microsoft certifications within 
the first three months of his job, 
a milestone that usually takes 
associates nine months to attain.

Copeland herself has many 
impressive career milestones. Some 
years ago, it raised eyebrows when 
she quit her prestigious job as a 
consulting manager with KPMG, 
one of the “Big Four” firms in the 
auditing world. She left for a full-
time ministry staff with Young Life.

 “It was clear to me that I was 
called to that as the next step,” 
she recalled. Educated and skilled 
in business and accounting, 
she’d also always volunteered 
in ministry activities, and felt 
“pulled both ways.” Now she’s 
able to use all those skills and 
giftings, by teaching accounting 
and information systems and 
ministering to students at PBA.Segurado

Internships, ethics and initiative
opened doors for a spot in the  
'Big Four' for 2016 finance grad

In his job with Deloitte Consulting, Preston Chakara rubs 
shoulders with colleagues from universities such as Georgetown, 
Dartmouth, Brown and UNC Chapel Hill. Alumni of the big 

schools shake their heads in wonder when he tells them, “At PBA I 
could go into my dean’s office and just ask him a question.”

The one-on-one relationships with professors and even deans 
provided a great benefit at Palm Beach Atlantic, said Chakara, a 
finance major from the Rinker School of Business. He graduated 
in 2016 and became an analyst with Deloitte, one of the “Big Four” 
largest accounting firms in the world.

He had “really great” job offers from other firms, he said, but 
“being able to represent PBA on that 
platform at that competitive level was an 
opportunity I really couldn’t turn down.”

Chakara works from a Washington, 
D.C., office, where his Deloitte projects 
have included federal clients such as 
Ginnie Mae, the government-owned 
corporation that stands behind many 
home mortgages.

In the banking and finance world 
these days, “ethics is huge,” said Chakara. 
So Deloitte job interviewers will ask 
prospects how they have responded to 
ethical dilemma. He was able to answer, 
“The reason I made the right choice was 

because of my faith in Christ.”
Employers like Deloitte also are impressed by the initiative 

prospects have shown in university activities outside of class, 
Chakara said. “The big one that impacted my experience was being 
involved in the student-led investment club.”

He minored in psychology, and that background helps him now 
when he’s facilitating a discussion and keeping clients on track with 
the meeting agenda. A financial analyst must know the facts and 
figures, but also must have a well-developed inter-personal skill set, 
he said. 

Chakara is from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he interned with 
a federal credit union. Denise L. Williams, chief financial officer for 
the credit union, quickly saw that this young man cared about much 
more than just getting a paycheck or college credit. 

“Preston was truly interested in gathering as much industry 
knowledge and experience as he could,” recalled Williams. Seeing 
Chakara’s intelligence, ambition and pleasant manner, she made 
sure he attended key meetings, and she concluded, “Preston 
Chakara is going places!”

Chakara

At Deloitte in D.C.

Microsoft Dynamics 365 
graduate courses

The four-course 
sequence can be taken 
on its own or as part of 
the MBA or MAcc degree. 
Classes are online, and 
lead to the Microsoft 
Dynamics 365 certificate. 
Details: 
http://learn-well.pba.edu/
microsoft-dynamics
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Conference Champs

Coaches Association and by the 
Division II Conference Commissioner’s 
Association (D2CCA). The College 
Sports Information Directors of America 
named West to the Academic All-
District Team. Pitcher Ashton Adkins, 
with a 16-4 record, was named to the 
D2CCA All-Region Second Team.

In the photo above, the Sailfish 
celebrated a two-run homer by Taylor 
Pennica (51) enroute to a 4-3 victory 
over Florida Tech on March 24. West is 
the smiling player at far right. 

Other Sports Honors
On April 29 at the university’s annual 

athletic awards banquet, Athlete of 
the Year honors went to Ally Rohn 
(volleyball) and Charlie Dennis (men’s 
soccer). The President’s Award, for 
outstanding academic achievements 
while contributing to their team’s 
athletic success, went to softball’s West 
and Elliott Barker (men’s soccer).

For upcoming 
Sailfish schedules and 
news visit: 
www.pbasailfish.com

W asting no time in their first 
year as full-fledged members 
of the Sunshine State 

Conference, the PBA Sailfish captured 
the conference softball championship.

The team then hosted the NCAA 
Division II South Region I tournament, 
defeating two Georgia teams, Albany 
State University and Valdosta State 
University, before falling in the finals to 
the University of Alabama, Huntsville. 
PBA ended the season with a 36-8 
record, along the way racking up a  
23-game winning streak. 

 The Sunshine State Conference 
(SCC) named PBA’s Bailey Castro 
Softball Coach of the Year and Magnolia 
West Co-Player of the Year. Castro, 
in photo at right, became head coach 
of PBA softball in July 2017 after the 
previous two seasons as assistant coach 
with the Sailfish. 

West, a sophomore outfielder from 
Carmichael, California, led the SSC 
with her .435 batting average. West 
also was named to the All-Region 
First Team by the National Fastpitch 

16 17

Photo by Ron Hilliard

Bailey Castro (right), was named SSC Softball Coach of the Year.
Photo by Ron Hilliard

Pitcher Ashton Adkins, with 16-4 record, won All-Region honors.
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Now separated by 1,600 miles or so, the Rogers 
sisters can’t have “sister nights” like they did 
in their PBA days, but they still enjoy a special 

closeness and an ongoing family heritage of “seeing 
God provide” as they serve young people.

 Melody Rogers Sibben ’06 is a senior staffer 
for Cru in Washington, D.C., while Courtney 
Rogers Wickberg ’07 is chief operations officer for 
the nonprofit organization A Precious Child in 
Broomfield, Colorado.

 Cru, formerly called Campus Crusade for Christ, 
introduced both sisters to ministry and travel as 
well, for their parents are long-time staffers with the 
organization. “We got tons of experience” growing 
up, said Sibben. “We got to travel around the world: 
Thailand, Philippines, Spain.”

 That lifestyle had its challenges as well, including 
financial challenges for this couple with six children, 
because Cru staff members must raise their own 
support. “It’s fun, now being older, looking back at the 

way the Lord provided for our family,” said Sibben. “Our 
parents sent all of us to the school we wanted to go to, by 
the grace of God.”

 By the time Sibben was ready for college Cru 
had moved its headquarters from San Bernardino, 
California, to Orlando. She wanted a Christian school, 
and she wanted to play soccer. “It was a no-brainer, once 
I visited the campus, that this was where I was supposed 
to go.”

 She played soccer all four years. “Soccer was great; 
classes were great,” she said, “but I think it was the 
relationships that made it: just the closeness of dear, dear 
friends.”

 Sibben majored in psychology and minored in 
exercise science. She joined the Cru staff right after 
graduating and put her soccer skills to good use to 
minister to high school students.

 “Having played soccer in college, it gave me a big 
in on a lot of the high school campuses,” she said. She 
coached high school soccer and used that as a platform 
to interest lots of girls in Bible studies.

 In June of 2017 Sibben transitioned out of the high 
school ministry to join Cru’s City D.C., an outreach to 
recent college grads in the Washington, D.C. area. “A 
lot of what we do now is working with these millennials 
and helping them figure out what it’s like to be a light 
in their workplace,” she said. The ministry seeks to 
help young people find purpose in their jobs and find a 
church that meets their needs. 

 She lives in the D.C. suburb of Falls Church, 
Virginia, with her husband, Chris, who teaches in 
an area school. They have a daughter, nearly 2 years 
old, and a baby due this month. It’s an exciting, busy, 
“slightly crazy” time, she said. 

 Meanwhile, in Colorado, Sibben’s sister has an 
exciting new venture of her own. In September 
Courtney Wickberg was promoted to chief operations 
officer with A Precious Child, a nonprofit serving 
impoverished children and their families. (www.
apreciouschild.org)

 “Ms. Wickberg has dedicated seven years to growing 
the reach and impact of A Precious Child, tirelessly 
committing herself to improving the lives of children in 
need in our community,” said Carina Martin, CEO and 
founder of the organization.

“Our parents sent all of us to 
the school we wanted to go 
to, by the grace of God.”

 After graduating from PBA, Wickberg had first 
worked for a nonprofit in Lake Worth, Florida, but 
after two years she struck out for Colorado, which had 
been a sort of home away from home for the Rogers 
kids. Cru has a staff conference in Colorado, and the 
family would spend two months there every other 
summer. 

 Despite those Colorado ties, Wickberg had no 
promise of a job as she headed west. “But the Lord 
really provided,” she said. “My second day here I found 
A Precious Child, and have been working here ever 
since.”

 The organization was only about 3 years old when 
Wickberg joined it, “so I’ve been able to grow with it,” 
she said. A Precious Child served some 100 children 
in its first year and reached out to more than 44,000 
last year. Working with 300 agency partners, the 
organization meets needs related to poverty, crisis 
situations, abuse and neglect. 

 “All of our services are focused on wrapping around 
the children and providing them with opportunities 
and resources,” Wickberg said. As COO, her focus is 
ensuring the organization runs efficiently, with a staff 
appreciated, empowered and challenged. 

 At Palm Beach Atlantic she majored in 
organizational communication, and now she 
“constantly can think of ways” that PBA prepared her 
for her new job. 

 Wickberg lives in Denver with her husband, 
Michael. That means she can’t see Sibben as often as 
she’d like, but once a year the whole clan gets together. 

 “We usually plan lots of activities because we all like 
being outside and playing sports,” explained Sibben. 
“Five of the six kids are married and we’re about to 
have 13 little nieces and nephews running around. 
Needless to say it is chaos but we all love it and love 
being with one another.”

Alumnae with deep roots of service reach 
out to college grads, impoverished families

SistersCourtney 
Wickberg, 

center, holds 
2-year-old 

daughter of her 
sister, Melody 
Sibben, right.
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If an Ivy League graduate degree conjures up an 
image of detached elitism, consider how Kent 
Annan ’93 began his 15-year outreach to the 

beleaguered nation of Haiti: he and his wife lived there 
for 2 1/2 years, spending the first seven months staying 
with a subsistence farming family.

“We lived in a tiny room in their small tin-roof 
house with no running water and no electricity,” 
Annan wrote in his book, Slow Kingdom Coming. In 
March, when he came back to PBA as Justice Week 
speaker, he told students his motivation for getting that 
close to impoverished people: “We learned the culture 
so we could serve them well.”

Now a veteran of 20 years in humanitarian work, he 
writes and travels widely to show others how they can 
follow the lead of the Old Testament prophet Micah, 
whose words Annan borrowed for his book’s subtitle: 
Practices for Doing Justice, Loving Mercy and Walking 
Humbly in the World. 

A West Palm Beach native, Annan graduated from 
The King’s Academy and came to PBA drawn by the 
Supper Honors Program. In Slow Kingdom Coming 
one hears echoes of Supper Honors’ rich reading as 
Annan quotes sources such as Simone Weil, Fyodor 
Dostoyevsky and Thomas à Kempis.

In the same way, Annan’s lifestyle shows the 
influence of PBA’s community service program. 
“Having Workship is so valuable,” he said. “It’s shaping 
who you’re with and who you’re seeing in the world 
and who you’re paying attention to. I’m so grateful to 
the faculty and the whole team at PBA that helped set 
me on this direction.”

After leaving PBA Annan worked with a refugee 
ministry in Europe for two years before coming back 
to the states and earning his Master of Divinity degree 
from Princeton. There he met another seminary 
student, Shelly Satran, who became his wife. They now 
have two children and live in Vero Beach, Florida, 
where she is a Lutheran pastor.

In Haiti Annan co-founded Haiti Partners, a 
nonprofit focusing on education and community 
development. Much of his work with that organization 
has involved fundraising and administration as he puts 

Social Change class, taught by Mark Kaprive, director 
of Campus Ministries and Missions.

Hazen works with special needs teenagers and 
young adults. In serving any population, she said, 
Annan’s lessons “remind me that no matter where you 
go, people are people; they all have talents and needs 
and you need to strive to find that in them.”

Annan said he ended his PBA visit encouraged by 
what he saw. “The students I got to interact with, their 
intelligence, faithfulness and sincerity I find inspiring. 
To think of all the meaningful work that they can have 
ahead of them in their lives, I go away energized by the 
students.”

About two months after his visit for PBA’s Justice 
Week, Annan accepted a new, full-time job as director 
of humanitarian and disaster leadership at Wheaton 
College. In late summer he’ll relocate to Illinois to 
work at the Wheaton campus near Chicago. There he 
will head a new master’s degree program with a goal 
“to prepare the next generation of humanitarian and 
disaster professionals to lead with faith and humility, 
utilize evidence-based practice and serve the most 
vulnerable and the Church globally.”

During Annan’s visit he met members of PBA’s 
Master of Science in Global Development team, which 
has similar goals of outreach and service (www.pba.
edu/master-global-development). Such meaningful 
work will come from students in many different fields, 
prepared with different academic degrees, he said. 
“We’re all called to do justice, love mercy and walk 
humbly with God. When you do that, whatever your 
vocation is, the ground turns holy beneath your feet.”    

to good use the skills learned as an economics major 
at PBA. He continued serving with Haiti Partners, 
and also as a senior fellow at Wheaton College’s 
Humanitarian Disaster Institute. 

He’s written three books, all with Intervarsity 
Press. The first one, Following Jesus through the Eye of 
the Needle, sprang from essays written longhand by 
kerosene lamp while he lived in Haiti. Next came After 
Shock: Searching for Honest Faith When Your World is 
Shaken. In that book Annan wrestles with the question 
of suffering as he recounts the 2010 earthquake that 
devastated Haiti.

His latest book, Slow Kingdom Coming, came out 
in 2016, earning this praise in a Christianity Today 
review: “a captivating read, a must for any who believe 
God may be calling them to minister to and with the 
poor.” 

Now Annan is finishing his next book, to be titled 
You Welcomed Me: Loving Refugees and Immigrants 
Because God First Loved Us. Though the Bible provides 
“a clear mandate” for such a welcome, he said, “some of 
our political rhetoric has gotten kind of divisive on this 
issue.” 

Annan writes and speaks to encourage churches, 
organizations and individuals to find their part in 
working for justice. “We can’t respond to all the needs,” 
he told a PBA chapel audience, “but we can respond to 
God’s leading.”

“I really, really appreciated and loved how he puts 
into practice what we learn about in class,” said Rachel 
Hazen, a ministry major from Columbia, South 
Carolina. Annan spoke to her Strategic Analysis & 

Annan speaking in chapel during Justice Week

Kent Annan has published 
three books with Intervarsity 
Press and has a fourth one 
coming soon. Christianity 
Today called his most recent 
book "a captivating read, a 
must for any who believe 
God may be calling them to 
minister to and with the poor."
Find his blog and details about 
his books here:
www.kentannan.com

Doing  
justice

Find your unique 
role, says alum

Kent Annan '93 visiting a school in Haiti, the struggling country for which he's done much of his work. 
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Onstage at 
the Kravis

Winston Jean Joseph, at left, 
and other members of the PBA 
Dance Ensemble entertained 
in the Rinker Playhouse at the 
Kravis Center April 17-18. In 
this number choreographed by 
Gina Buntz the dancers included 
Ali Darr (top photo) and Ellery 
Mills and Brooke Perry (above). 
The dance concert was directed 
by Dr. Kathleen Klein, with 
Victor Trevino as performance 
coordinator.

To receive Arts Notes, a 
monthly email promoting PBA's 
wide variety of dance, music and 
theatre performances, visit:
www.pba.edu/arts-notes

=

Help our students graduate 
and lead purposeful lives.
Don’t delay – support their futures – please give by Friday, June 29, 2018!

Show your Sailfish pride today! Give to the Life on Purpose Campaign designating your gift 
to the Annual Scholarship Fund, Athletics, Missions, the Parents Fund or the school you wish 
to support by June 29, 2018.

Resources provided through these annual funds create opportunities for students to fully 
explore and pursue their academic and career interests.

Each student at PBA is worthy of your investment.

Give today!
www.pba.edu/annual-scholarship 

(561) 803-2011
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The Conservatory School at North Palm Beach 
promises unique and rigorous academics, so 
when the principal learned about Kimberly 

LittleJohn Hammaker’s honors experience at PBA, she 
told Hammaker, “I need you in middle school.”

Hammaker ’15 had begun teaching second grade 
at The Conservatory School the fall after leaving PBA, 
but the following year she cheerfully moved up to 
the middle school grades. Now she continues there, 
hosting the Socratic-style exchange she enjoyed in 
PBA’s Supper Honors Program.

Rather than sitting in rows and listening (or not) 
to a teacher standing up front, Hammaker’s eighth-
graders take turns sitting with her around an oval 
table, discussing what they’ve learned from their 
reading or from current events. The students open 
up, freely but respectfully expressing their opinions, 
sometimes about controversial subjects.

“It’s a judgment-free zone; we all have our own 
opinions, so we don’t really get mad at each other,” 
explained one student.

“Middle school kids are awesome people,” said 

Hammaker. She sees in them their greatest strength 
and their greatest weakness. “They have this very 
strong sense of justice: what is right and not right.” 
But at the same time, they can do and say things 
impulsively. “There’s a lot of leaping before looking,” 
said their teacher, “so they still have to be coached 
through some of those things.”

And as teacher and moderator of her Socratic table, 
Hammaker leads and coaches, but not with a heavy 
hand. “She doesn’t bash you,” as one student put it.

The result, said Hammaker, is a truly interactive 
forum for “serious conversations about the world.” 
Recently those conversations included the tragic 
shootings at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Florida. “I’ve never been more thankful 
for this table and for this community than in light of 
times like that,” she said. 

In their discussion about Parkland and gun control 
controversy, Hammaker’s students asked, “Why can’t 
people three or four times our age talk to each other 
respectfully?” Responding to such tough questions, 

Socratic 
Table
Smiling and reacting to 
the spontaneity of her 
eighth-graders, Kimberly 
Hammaker enjoys using the 
learning model from her 
PBA Supper Honors classes

(Continued on following page)

2524
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their teacher explains how she sees her students as 
future leaders: “Hopefully you will be the eloquent, the 
respectful, the compassionate ones.”

Hammaker teaches at a public school, where she can’t 
“preach from the Bible,” but she can follow the example of 
her mother, Debbie LittleJohn. LittleJohn is a long-time 
educator who has served as the only consistent adult figure 
for some of her students. Hammaker watched her mother 
“grow these relationships of love and respect that really 
changed those kids’ lives.”

Hammaker teaches sixth-grade English, eighth-grade 
English, American History and journalism. She also 
leads a project-based class studying a different topic each 
semester, the most recent class dealing with social and 
emotional health.

She graduated summa cum laude from PBA, where she 
“consistently had a light in her eye and a big smile on her 
face,” said Dr. Chelly Templeton, dean of the School of 
Education and Behavioral Studies. “Kimberly was always 
ready to jump in and create new ways to help children 
achieve. She was visibly excited about learning and that 
enthusiasm transferred to all those around her.”

Hammaker was honored as the School of Education 
and Behavioral Studies Outstanding Graduate. A Current 
magazine writer understood further what “outstanding” 
means in education when he asked her students, “What’s 
Mrs. Hammaker like?” They responded:

◆ She understands what we as eighth-graders go through. 
She will always help you, and she knows how to guide you in 
the right direction. 

◆ She’s a great person to talk to if you have issues. You 
can definitely go to her for other stuff besides school. 

◆ She doesn’t pick favorites. She always treats everybody 
fairly.

◆ I think the difference between her and other teachers, 
not here, but just teachers in general, is that she makes sure 
you do not fail. She does not give up on you. She always 
makes sure you’re doing your best. 

Golden Years goals:
A kind word from a complete stranger sparked a 

conversation leading to “a remarkable change 
that would impact my life forever,” recalled 

Linda Pettigrew.
Pettigrew had taken early retirement and moved 

to Orlando from the Washington, D.C., area. While 
waiting to talk with someone in a local bank, she 
happened to sit next to Tina Jackson, a ministry 
student at PBA’s Orlando campus.

“I like your hair,” said Jackson. With that the 
two women began chatting and soon felt a spiritual 
connection. As they shared thoughts about life 
transitions and goals, Pettigrew 
mentioned her dream of 
attending college. “Oh!” replied 
Jackson. “I’m sure you’d be 
interested in my school.”

Fast-forward about eight 
years, when on May 5, 2018, 
Pettigrew graduated with her 
second PBA degree, the Master 
of Science in general counseling. 
Now, at age 70, she embarks on 
a new chapter of her life with 
a new mission: to help other 
retirees develop their interests 
and achieve “golden years” goals.

Years ago Pettigrew had set 
aside her own goal of college 
education, so that she and her 
husband could give priority to 
raising their two children. “I 
did not question how or when I 
could fulfill my personal dream,” 
she said. “I knew and understood 
that God provides in His time.”

When the time finally came, the senior citizen 
freshman dove into her curriculum “filled with 
excitement and new beginnings.” All went well until 
the fall, 2011 semester. Pettigrew’s husband, Jack, had 
been undergoing tests at Dr. P. Phillips Hospital in 
Orlando, so she drove there to pick him up. 

“Upon my arrival, Jack came to the driver’s side and 
started staring at me,” said Pettigrew. “I was slurring 
my speech, my face had slackened on the left side 
and my lipstick was lopsided.” She wanted to return 
home quickly, saying she had an evening class, but 
her husband ran to the emergency room and told the 
doctor, “My wife is having a stroke.”

“I was later told that if we had left the hospital to 
return home I would not have survived,” she said. “Do 
I not serve a God who not only directed my footsteps 
but also my vehicle?”

During her recovery Pettigrew sensed God 
encouraging her to return to school. She did so, and 
graduated with her bachelor’s degree in psychology in 
2015. Next came the graduate program in counseling, 
a natural for her, because she’s “always been about 
lending my ear to hear the needs of people.”

Dr. David Lawson, professor of counseling and co-
director of the Counselor Education Program on the 

Orlando campus, conducted her 
interview for admission to the 
program. “It became abundantly 
apparent that she was a gentle 
spirit with a real heart for helping 
others,” he said. 

Lawson followed Pettigrew’s 
progress in the graduate program, 
and observed, “she has been 
not only gifted at writing and 
engaging and talking to others, 
but she’s been capable of really 
empathizing and supporting and 
encouraging other students in the 
class.”

“I’ve had a wonderful 
experience with the faculty 
and the staff and the students,” 
Pettigrew said. She believes her 
PBA learning experience has been 
“God-ordained,” beginning with 
her providential meeting with 
Tina Jackson ’13 at the bank. 
Along the way, Pettigrew has 

enjoyed the encouragement from her classmates and 
her whole family. As she neared her goal of a master’s 
degree in counseling, her grandchildren would call, 
“pumping me up, saying ‘We’re so proud of you!’”

So what’s next for this 70-year-old grad? With her 
counseling skills and the lessons of her own journey, 
she wants to reach out to other senior citizens, 
coaching them “to embrace God’s instructions and not 
be denied their dreams and quiet desires.” 

Pettigrew will encourage seniors not to see 
themselves as “just retired with nothing to look 
forward to.” Her goal is “coaching senior citizens on 
how to accept God’s greatest gift, the gift of life.”

Linda Pettigrew

"Don't be denied your 
dreams and quiet desires," 
coaches new M.S. grad

(Continued from previous page)

Hammaker  “consistently had a light 
in her eye and a big smile on her 
face,” recalled Dr. Chelly Templeton, 
dean of the School of Education and 
Behavioral Studies.

Palm Beach Atlantic teacher education grads 
have long enjoyed a prestigious reputation with 
administrators in both public and private schools. 
And that reputation goes beyond anecdotal 
reports, as teachers from PBA have won numerous 
awards and consistently scored high on state-
administered tests for educators. 

For example, from all the colleges and 
universities in Florida, PBA is among the three 

“Top Performers” in a recent report from the 
Florida Department of Education (DOE). 
Applicants for jobs in the state’s elementary schools 
must take a state test in four subject areas: math, 
science, social science and language arts & reading. 
The DOE report ranked the top five institutions 
based on their graduates’ scores on the four 
subtests. Only three schools performed in the top 
five in at least three subtests. Those three are Palm 
Beach Atlantic, the University of Florida and the 
University of Miami. 

For information about PBA’s widely respected 
program, visit: www.pba.edu/school-of-education. 

PBA rated 'Top Performer' 
in preparing teachers
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To order, call: (888) 313-2665

Proceeds support The LeMieux Center for Public Policy  
at Palm Beach Atlantic University.

Just Released!

New book by former  
U.S. Sen. George LeMieux 
and journalist Laura Mize 
explores 500 years  
of fascinating history.

Proceeds support The 
LeMieux Center for Public 
Policy at Palm Beach 
Atlantic University.

George LeMieux, right, 
and Laura Mize, left, are 
shown in photos from the 
May 2 book signing at 
PBA. Mize is a 2005 PBA 
journalism grad.

Miguel Lemming ’04/’06 MBA 
is celebrating 11 years as vice 
president of information technology 
at McCollister’s Transporation 
Group, Inc. He also started a non-
profit, Ten Toes Africa, Inc., to help 
marginalized children in Zimbabwe 
and Southern Africa. Through his 
ministry, two Zimbabwean soccer 
players have attended and excelled 
at PBA. He and his wife, Alexandra 
“Ali” Candace Lemming, live 
in Medford, New Jersey, and 
welcomed a daughter, Alexandra 
“Lexi” Rose, on May 26, 2017. 

Jessica Amanda “Mandy” Pearce 
’04 moved to Manila, Philippines, 
to teach grade-one students at the 
International School of Manila. 
Previously she taught for 10 years 
in Atlanta, Georgia, and earned her 
Masters of Education at Kennesaw 
State University in 2012. She also 
taught English in Indonesia after 
her graduation from Palm Beach 
Atlantic.

Dr. Gregory Perreault ’06 is an 
assistant professor of multimedia 
journalism at Appalachian State 
University in 
Boone, North 
Carolina. He 
earned an M.A. 
from Georgetown 
University’s 
Communication, 
Culture, Technology program and 
a Ph.D. from the Missouri School 
of Journalism at the University of 
Missouri. He and his wife, Mimi, 
live in Boone.

Newsworthy Notes

Curtis Lynch ’82 recently 
contributed a blog entry to The 
Evangelical Pulpit titled “How 
Could a God of Love Allow 
Suffering?” He lives in North  
Port, Florida.
 
Dr. E. Dale Locke ’84 was named 
Asbury 
Theological 
Seminary 
2017 
Distinguished 
Alumnus. 
Each year 
the seminary 
recognizes a graduate whose 
ministry exemplifies faithfulness, 
servant leadership, sacrifice, 
holiness and Kingdom vision. 
Locke is founding and lead pastor 
of Community of Hope, a United 
Methodist Congregation with 
campuses in Loxahatchee and 
West Palm Beach, Florida.

Chip Corley ’85 has recently 
authored the book Financial 
Fitness: The Journey from Wall 
Street to Badwater 
135. The book, 
available through 
Amazon, chronicles 
his journey in the 
world of investing 
and business as 
well as his path to 
health and fitness.

Class Notes

Audrey Waters Schofield ’88 
joined the Urban Youth Impact 
team in February 2018 as grants 
manager. Urban Youth Impact is 
located in West Palm Beach, with 
a goal to love, equip and empower 
inner-city youth to fulfill their 
God-given purpose.

Matthew Perry ’94, lead pastor 
at Arapahoe Road Baptist Church 
in Denver, Colorado, recently took 
a mission team to Trinidad and 
Tobago. The team ministered in 
schools and helped plant a church 
in Moruga. Perry is finishing 
his Ph.D. in preaching through 
Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Kansas City, Missouri.

Theo Neilly ’01 has been 
appointed consul general for the 
Commonwealth of The Bahamas 
and posted to the embassy in 
Washington, D.C. He previously 
served as a member of Parliament 
in The Bahamas.
 
Cristina Mongiovi Fong ’02 
works in the Palm Beach County 
School District as assistant 
principal at Royal Palm Beach 
Elementary School. She lives in 
Royal Palm Beach.

To submit notes:
www.pba.edu/
alumniservices

To order: www.pba.edu/lemieux-center
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They welcomed their daughter 
Claire Elizabeth Goulet on Feb. 
1, 2018, at 3:39 a.m. She weighed 
7 pounds, 4 ounces and was 19.5 
inches long. She has a 2-year-old 
sister, Bethany. They live in Sims,  
North Carolina.
 
Rachel Redlien Guinn ’10 
married Christopher Guinn  
on Jan. 28, 2017, in their 
hometown 
of Titusville, 
Florida. They 
relocated 
to Ocala, 
Florida, 
where Rachel 
works as a 
co-teacher at 
the Central 
Florida YMCA and Christopher 
works as a sort manager for FedEx 
Ground.

Bruce Burk ’10 and his wife, 
Colleen, live in West Palm Beach 
with their children Logan and 
Penelope. Bruce is an associate 
attorney at the local firm Clarke 
& Platt, P.A., where his area of 
practice is workers’ compensation.

Eric Orlando ’07 has been an 
air traffic controller in Cleveland, 
Ohio, since 2009. In June 2016 he 
married his wife, Melissa, and was 
blessed with her two kids, Makayla 
and Lane. On Oct. 4, 2017, they 
welcomed their beautiful baby boy, 
Greyson. They live in Wadsworth, 
Ohio.

Victor Papali ’07 MBA and his 
wife, Danica, are celebrating 
their 10th anniversary. They 
have one son, Vincent, who was 
born in April 2016. Victor is an 
engineering information systems 
technician, and Danica is an 
art educator at Good Shepherd 
Episcopal School in Tequesta.  
They live in Jupiter, Florida.

Katie Huddleston Goulet ’09 
and Chad Goulet ’10 met at 
Palm Beach Atlantic University. 

Alex Christian ’11 graduated from 
Asbury Theological Seminary in 
May 2013 and is a licensed pastor 
with the 
Florida United 
Methodist 
Conference. 
After serving 
in Kissimmee 
and Palm 
Bay he was 
appointed as 
senior pastor 
to First United Methodist Church in 
Chiefland, Florida, in 2017. He and 
his wife, Velma, have been married 
16 years.

Dana Stancavage ’16 works as  
the legislative correspondent for  
the at-large member for North 
Dakota in the U.S. House of 
Representatives in Washington, 
D.C. In her position she manages 
writing and research on bills, 
drafting press releases, running 
social media and the website, 
revising written content leaving  
the office and assisting with  
health care policy.
 
Sophia Paul ’17 works at 
FirstService Residential, a  
property management company 
with corporate offices in Boca 
Raton, Florida. She had interned 
with the company as a student, 
and was hired full time after her 
December 2017 graduation. She 
lives in Lantana, Florida. 

A word from the new 
alumni board president:

Keep that fire going,” says Jean Marseille; keep 
a strong connection with your alma mater. As 
the new president of the Alumni Association 

Board of Directors, he urges others to keep building on 
the relationships that spring from PBA connections. 

Marseille ’05 recalled a connection he made with 
Patrick Koenig, who is now a member of 
the Palm Beach Atlantic University Board of 
Trustees. At the time, Marseille was a pre-
law major and student ambassador. Koenig, 
president of Flagler Realty & Development, 
was a companion medal recipient at the 
university’s American Free Enterprise 
celebration.

“I always took the opportunity to get 
to know whoever was on campus and to 
network,” said Marseille, “so I asked him if I 
could come by his office and talk and see what he does 
in real estate.” 

Koenig took the time to sit down with this PBA 
student and talk about business, real estate and 
real estate law. At the end of the conversation, he 
encouraged Marseille to get a real estate license. 
Marseille went on to do just that, and now he owns 
his own real estate company, Legacy Realty & 
Development.

The people you know and the relationships you build 
can help open many doors of opportunity, he said.

Marseille is now walking through another “door,” as 
he studies law at the University of Florida. That makes 
for a busy lifestyle, as he’s also a husband to PBA grad 
Jennifer Price Marseille ’04 and a father of four. Still 
Marseille makes time for PBA activities, relationships 
and outreach, because they’re a priority.

He recalled what drew him to PBA in the 
first place: “an environment in which the 
faculty and staff really care about you and a 
strong emphasis on faith and being a light to 
others.” That emphasis “kind of sets the stage 
for the rest of your life,” he said. Marseille 
and other board members are planning 
more ways for alumni to reconnect with the 
university. They’re also talking with students 
and grads about the relevance of being able 
to serve and give back to PBA. 

“Stay involved,” said Marseille. “Volunteer; do some 
Workship hours with some students. Do whatever you 
can to stay connected.”

Those connections will benefit you, Marseille said, 
and they are “an important tool for raising leaders 
for the future.” His ongoing connections with PBA 
encouraged him to give back through financial 
support. He has supported the golf tournament for 
several years as prize sponsor. 

For links on how you can connect and give back to 
PBA, visit: www.pba.edu/alumni-friends.

Homecoming   
Oct. 31 – Nov. 3

Save the date

Sept. 29
31
Annual

ST

TOURNAMENT
GOLF

Jean Marseille

Stay connected  
To mentor: A great way to give back is to serve 
as a mentor for a PBA student. For details, email 
jennifer_fonseca@pba.edu.
For news: Submit to Current's Class Notes when 
you have a new job or other news and let us 
know when you move: www.pba.edu/update-
your-contact-information.
 For old friends: Reconnect with your 

old classmates and professors 
through Facebook: PBAAlumni and 
PBAUniversity and LinkedIn: 
Palm Beach Atlantic University 
Alumni Association.

"
PBA values 'set the stage' for our lives 



P. O. Box 24708
West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4708

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
WEST PALM BEACH FL

PERMIT #1356

Conference honors
The softball team, posing here at the annual 
athletic banquet, claimed the Sunshine 
State Conference championship and also the 
conference honors Coach of the Year and  
Co-Player of the Year. See page 16.
(Photo by Ron Hilliard)


