
This is a good place to briefly, but effectively, describe your product or services. 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

ANNIE JR.  

THE NUTCRACKER 

INSTRUMENTAL  CONCERTO 

COMPETITION 

THE ORPHAN TRAIN 



Greetings Prep Family! 

 

As we work our way through the fall and ap-
proach the holiday season I trust that you all are manag-
ing well and staying healthy.  As always we are extremely 
grateful for God’s protection, provision, and blessings, but 
especially so during challenging times such as these. 

              We here in the PBA Prep department are thrilled 
to be back to a more normal routine even if it is a “new 
normal”.  Music is so important both to its creators and 
its audience and I dare say the pursuit of it as well as the 
performance and consumption of it is not just a luxury in 
life, but an absolute necessity.  In fact, I personally believe 
the essentials of life to be; God, oxygen, water, food, shel-
ter, love and relationships, and the arts (music, dance, 
theatre and art).  Without relationships and human ex-
pression I believe we are not able to be healthy physically, 
emotionally, psychologically or spiritually.  So it goes 
without saying that we all feel tremendously blessed to be 
back sharing the gift of personal expression through mu-
sic, dance, and theatre with our students and our audi-
ences. 

              All of our students not only survived the pandem-
ic but have grown and thrived musically through it as 
well.  This is due to the heroic commitment and efforts of 
our teachers and you our parents, as we all knew from the 
beginning that what we do and provide is essential!  We 
are thrilled to be able to once again perform live, hold 
group ensembles and rehearsals, studio classes, and live 
in person performances of Instrumental Recitals, the 
Nutcracker, and  Annie Jr!   

 

           

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 I can’t say it enough and want to personally thank all of 
you for the true honor and privilege of working with you 
and your children and am truly looking forward to this 
holiday, family, and performing season, with humility and 
gratitude as we prepare to share our music with you.      

 

God’s richest blessings, 

Patrick Clifford 
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Becky Saunders is the  

PBA Theatre Production Manager and 

Coordinator of PBA Children’s Theatre at  

Palm Beach Atlantic University 

 

As a child who inspired you?   Was 

there someone who mentored you? 

I was definitely inspired by my dad. I was his 

pride and joy and his love for me definitely 

impacted my self-worth and confidence. I will 

forever be grateful for the time spent with my 

dad. I had several high school teachers who 

each mentored me in different ways, from my 

choral/voice teacher to my business teacher 

to even my principal. They each took the time 

to cultivate my strengths, encourage me to 

pursue excellence, and provide me with op-

portunities of growth. 

 

 

Have you performed in musicals or 

plays? You started acting professional-

ly at what age? What kind of training 

did you receive? 

 

I started singing solos at church when I was 

four years-old and appeared in my first play 

in second grade playing the lead in a Hallow-

een production. I continued acting in school 

plays until high school when I switch to sing-

ing in chorales, small ensembles, and travel-

ing with my evangelist dad as his soloist be-

fore his message. During my college years I 

studied accounting which was definitely use-

ful when my husband and I ran our own high-

tech laser company. 

My re-introduction to theatre came when our 

own child was enrolled in theatre classes. I 

began as a volunteer and after a couple of 

years accepted the position of running the 

program administratively as the Theatrical 

Producer and Arts Director for a K-12 Chris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

tian school in Orlando, Florida. My husband 

joined the family fun by designing, building, 

painting the sets, and serving as our Technical 

Director. My early years of theatre training 

along with my musical and business training 

were the perfect combination to lead a group 

of teachers, students, professional artists, and 

parent volunteers. I also had the unique op-

portunity to mentor young actors as directors 

through our Family Series and even directed a 

couple of shows myself. 

 

What is one of your favorite perfor-

mances?   

It’s not one of my performances; but my fami-

ly’s involvement in theatre. Our son had re-

turned home from graduating from the Irish 

World Academy of Music at the University of 

Limerick and worked crew for one of our large

-scale productions, Calamity Jane, at the Or-

lando Repertory Theatre. It was probably the 

last time the three of us would work together 

in the theatre and it will always be a cherished 

memory. 

 

 

What are the most important traits an 

actor or actress should have?   

Be humble. Leave the ego at the door. Serve 
others. Work hard. Be directable. Remember 
who you are performing for – your creator – 
The Audience of One. Psalms 37:4 
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FACULTY  
SPOTLIGHT 

Becky Saunders 

PREPARATORY DEPARTMENT  

“ Work hard. Be directable. Remember who you are performing for – your creator 
– The Audience of One. Psalms 37:4” 



PREPARATORY THEATER DEPARTMENT  

PBA Children’s Theatre 

 
What a joy it was to see so many 

smiling faces as we kicked off 

the 2021-22 season with our 

first Annie Jr. production class! 

The excitement for this show 

was overwhelming as we 

reached our maximum capacity 

early during the registration 

process. You will not want to 

miss this very talented group of 

young actors as they bring Annie 

Jr. to the Fern Street Theatre 

stage December 16-18, 2021. 

Tickets will go on sale November 

15th and are expected to sell out 

quickly. 

 

 

 

Looking forward, our spring 
production shares the true-life 
story of the orphan train move-
ment during the late 1800’s to 
early 1900’s when over 250,000 
children traveled by train to the 
mid-west to be placed in foster 
homes. PBA Children’s Theatre 
is known for producing musi-
cals, we are excited to be pro-
ducing a play for the first time 
for interested students in grades 
4th-12th.  

 
To register for PBA Children’s 
Theatre The Orphan Train visit  

www.pba.edu/academics/
schools/college-of-the-arts/
preparatory/childrens-theatre/
spring.html.  
Class size is limited.  
Register early to save 
your spot. 
 

We are in the process of devel-

oping our summer camps slating 

for June 13-17 & June 20-24, 

2022. Details to be shared soon. 

 
It’s truly our delight to share our 

passion for theatre arts and to 

inspire the next generation of 

theatre artists to integrate their 

faith with their craft! 

 
Blessings, 

Becky Saunders 

Coordinator of PBA Children’s 
Theatre 
 

THEATER STUDENT 
SPOTLIGHT 

 From the studio  

REESE LORES joined PBA 
Children’s Theatre in Janu-
ary 2021 by enrolling in an 
Audition Workshop. A few 
weeks later she auditioned 
and landed an International 
Touring gig contributing her 
success to participating in 
PBA Children’s Theatre Au-
dition Workshop led by Tra-
cy McCoy. Reese has both 
professional regional theatre 
stage credits and commer-
cial/television work. A few of 
her favorite stage credits 
include Annie (Annie) at 
Lake Worth Playhouse and 
Chip (Beauty and the Beast) 
at Maltz Jupiter Theatre 
Main Stage. Currently, Reese 
is working on a global ani-
mated voiceover project. She 
most recently appeared in 
PBA Children’s Theatre Ma-
tilda. She is returning to the 
Fern Street Theatre stage as 
Annie in PBA Children’s 
Theatre upcoming produc-
tion of Annie Jr. In her spare 
time she enjoys writing 
books, hunting for sharks' 
teeth, practicing Tae Kwon 
Do, playing guitar & piano, 
and caring for her ducks & 
chickens. 
 

http://www.pba.edu/academics/schools/college-of-the-arts/preparatory/childrens-theatre/spring.html
http://www.pba.edu/academics/schools/college-of-the-arts/preparatory/childrens-theatre/spring.html
http://www.pba.edu/academics/schools/college-of-the-arts/preparatory/childrens-theatre/spring.html
http://www.pba.edu/academics/schools/college-of-the-arts/preparatory/childrens-theatre/spring.html


PREPARATORY MUSIC DEPARTMENT  

Preparatory Department Concerto Competition: 

Saturday, November 13th, 2021 at 12pm in the Helen K. Person Recital Hall. 

  

Palm Beach Atlantic University school of Music and Fine Arts Preparatory Department offers its instrumental students the op-

portunity to learn a concerto and compete to perform it with live orchestral accompaniment provided by the PBA Symphony. 

  

Students will play one movement of the concerto for the competition by memory [normally the first movement].   

They will perform the competition with an accompanist they have rehearsed with adequately.  

Two Divisions: 

Junior (age 8-12 by 8/13/21) 

Senior (age 13-18 by 8/13/21)  

Applications are due by October 30th, 2021.   

Did you know that one of our Preparatory Department Music students Musiq Williams, a stu-

dent of Dr. Claudio Jaffe,  is an author of a book?  The name of the book is KinderLute: A 

Young Musician's Guide to Taking Care of String Instruments.   

Please check out the page https://juilliardstore.com and enter KinderLute in the search bar to 

see and purchase the book.  Her older sister Cameren Williams is a former student of Belen 

Clifford and a Jerome L. Greene Fellow as a viola performance major at the Juilliard School 

influenced her siblings to write the book as she did instrument repairs for young beginning 

musicians.  



 
 

 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT NEWS  

 

 

Congratulations  

To  last months studio  

Student of the Month  

Students   

 
 
 
 
 

Rosie Dean Andrew Aaron 

Alejandro Regalado 
 Michael Li Anna Thomashoff 



FROM THE DESK OF DR. ROJAS AND  

PIANO FACULTY  
 

Dear PBA Prep community,  

 

Those of us in the piano program greet you heartily as we share details of an al-
ready exciting semester. Right away I must make mention of the special guest we 
had the joy and privilege of hosting for our first piano studio class. His name is 

Ignatius Perry, a humble yet highly accomplished jazz pianist. His performance, discussion and subsequent Q&A 
insights where a blessing and a rare treat for us who train from a more traditionally classical approach. The inspira-
tion for the students was immediately palpable, as it freed them to have confidence in their own expression, and 
even rid them of stage fear. If you’d like to familiarize yourself more with Mr. Perry, check out his biography 
(attached below). We are grateful to our Prep dance colleague, Emmanuella Dorcely, as well as to our Director, Pat-
rick Clifford, who made our rewarding musical 
interaction with Mr. Perry possible.  

 

Prep alumnus and current PBA college piano per-
formance major, David Johnson, also visited our 
first studio class of the semester and opened our 
musical time with an impromptu performance of 
one of Mendelssohn’s Songs Without Words. 
Watching and listening to David offer such beau-
tiful music to some of our little, new beginning 
students has made me realize that our Prep im-
pact is indeed becoming multi-generational. 
Words can’t quite describe such blessings 
through music. Certainly Mendelssohn shared 
the assertion expressed by his contemporary 
Danish writer, Hans Christian Andersen: “where 

words fail, 
music 
speaks”.  

 

While we have many wonderfully 
gifted students in our program, I’d 
like to particularly highlight Annie 
Hardin in this newsletter. Studying 
under Rosalyn Soo-Mauldin, An-
nie’s bright smile is only to be ri-
valed by her equally bright playing. 
Her presentation of “Aretta’s 
Rhumba”, by Eric Baumgartner, 

was memorable and delightfully fun! I’m always challenged and encour-
aged by my colleagues’ choice of repertoire for their students. We have a 
wonderful variety from which to choose.  

 

While enjoying the blessings of returning to fully-in-person events, our 
little “pianists” have a few more studio classes to look forward to, as well 
as possibly a student recital in December. Coming together and challeng-
ing one another onto our best work, not only glorifies God our Creator and Savior, it also edifies, 
beautifies, and strengthens our musical community.  

Blessings to and from the Prep Piano family, including its serving faculty: Dr. Soo-Mauldin, Dr. 
Joseph Kingma, and yours truly, 

 

Dr. Erikson Rojas 
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PIANO NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PREPARATORY DANCE DEPARTMENT  

FROM THE DESK OF EILEEN HEBRON  

 

Dear PBA Preparatory Parents and Dancers, 

We appreciate all you have been doing this semester to continue to have your best attendance in classes. The 

dancers are demonstrating beautiful growth in their technique and friendships with one another. The Nut-

cracker auditions were successful and now that rehearsals have been in session for a few weeks; It’s begin-

ning to feel a lot like Christmas. Our faculty and dancers at the Palm Beach Atlantic University Preparatory 

and The King’s Academy have been working diligently to put this show together to share in the spirit. There 

will be some reworking of choreography, a few enhancements to our growing Christmas tree and the addition 

of parents to Act I.  

We want to encourage you to avoid missing or leaving early from rehearsals on the weekends when this is the 

only time we can all be together to work on our scenes. A few important weekends to be available at TKA will 

be November 13 and 20Th, 10:00 A.M. -2:30 P.M. Please, arrive 5-10 minutes early to allow yourself time to be 

ready to start promptly at 10:00. Act I will be rehearsed first. Then, we will have a half hour lunch from 12-

12:30 and finish up with Act II. Please, bring your lunch. 

We will not have rehearsals during Thanksgiving weekend as we value your family time so please mark off 

these weekends in advance. Tickets for the Dec. 4th Nutcracker will be going on sale to all cast members’ 

families during the week of Oct 9-16th and then released to the general public for sale. We will provide you all 

the details for online ticket purchase as well.  

Recently, we had two students accomplish a huge feat, Elyse Quesada and Samuel Benitez, in character ballet 

class, did 100 coffee grinder’s. They blew me away with their determination. They were diligent at acquiring 

the skill and strength and I am so proud of them. Congratulations! 

Congratulations to all the students for everything you have accomplished in regards to recent auditions and 

your personal goals in classes and rehearsals this semester. The staff and administration are thrilled to work 

with such a beautiful group of students. Thank you Douglas, Marife and Emmanuella for the love and dedica-

tion you pour into these students lives. 

Appreciatively,  

Eileen P. Hebron 

Coordinator of the Dance Preparatory/ Artist in Residence College of the Arts 



DANCE NEWS 
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Dear Parents and students, 

I hope this email finds you well. 

We are very excited with the production and how all the rehearsals at 
TKA and PBA are going. I would like to share the tickets sale infor-
mation with you.   

Performance  Date/time: Saturday, December 4, 2021, 
at 7pm 

Location: Page Family Center for Performing Arts at The King's  

Academy 
 8401 Belvedere Road, West Palm Beach 

The Nutcracker is the story of Clara who receives a mysterious gift on 
Christmas Eve. Adventures begin as Tchaikovsky’s score draws Clara into a 
terrifying battle with the Mouse King, through a mystical snowstorm, and to 
the Enchanted Kingdom. The Nutcracker has become a holiday tradition for 
all ages, delighting both the young and the young-at-heart. 

Resale tickets for Nutcracker cast families available: 
Saturday, October 9, 2021 beginning at 9am. 

Presale code for Nutcracker families only: 
Nut2021cracker (case sensitive, no spaces) 

Ticket price:  $20 

How to purchase tickets: Visit TKAFineArts.net, click on buy tick-
ets:  

https://www.tkafinearts.net 

Or direct link: https://www.showclix.com/events/9630 

Customer Service: 888-718-4253 

Tickets go on sale for the public Friday, October 16, 2021, at 9:00 AM 

Ticket price:  $20 

 All ticket sales are final and there are no exchanges. 

No Food or drink in the auditorium. 

4 years and older. No babes in Arms. No strollers  

Thank you and please let us know if you have any questions.  Douglas 
Gawriljuk: dgawriljuk@tka.net or Amber Loveland: Aloveland@tka.net     

Have a Blessed Day. 

Douglas Gawriljuk 

 
 
 

 

http://TKAFineArts.net
https://www.tkafinearts.net
https://www.showclix.com/events/9630
mailto:dgawriljuk@tka.net
mailto:Aloveland@tka.net


 

UPCOMING DATES 

The Preparatory Department end of semester Recitals :  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHONE NUMBER :   

561-803-2403 

EMAIL: 

Preparatory_department@pba.edu 

WEBSITE 

https://www.pba.edu/

academics/schools/music-

fine-arts/preparatory/ 

 

Music : 

October 30th, 2021 Next Strings Studio Class 

Piano Studio Nov. 13th , 2021 

Concerto Competition Nov. 13th, 2021 

November string studio Nov. 20th 

November 22-27- Thanksgiving Break: No Classes 

Recitals for Music Students  start weekends of  

Dec. 11th-12th 

Dec. 18th– 19th 

 

Dance :  

Nutcracker Performance December 4th, 2021 

 

Theater: 

Annie Jr. Production December 16-18th, 2021 

Registration for Orphan Trian has begun.  

 

 
 
 

 
COVID-19 
Wellness 
Check 

 
 
 

QR CODE FOR MOBILE DEVICES:   SCAN AND 
FILL OUT FORM BEFORE ENTERING BUILDING 


