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ircling the atrium of the DeSantis Family Chapel,
16 beautiful stained glass windows illustrate stories
from the Bible. In the photo on the opposite page,
you can see four of those windows clearly. They follow the
Genesis account from Noah’s ark through Jacob’s dream,
which ended with God’s precious promise: “All peoples on
earth will be blessed through you and your offspring.”
Just as those 16 windows tell of highlights along the
record of God’s interaction with mankind, this annual
President’s Report provides samples of how God has blessed
Palm Beach Atlantic University in the academic year 20192020. For example:
◆ Watson Family Hall, our new, eight-story residence that
provides 154 lovely one- and two-bedroom apartments for
students;
◆ the Watson Family, whose generous gift of $2.5 million
will be used to endow our Center for Biblical Leadership
and also PBA Athletics;
◆ the empowering experiences that PBA music students
had to perform Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9 and the opera
Turandot alongside Choral Society of the Palm Beaches,
Masterworks Chorus of the Palm Beaches, the Palm Beach
Symphony and Palm Beach Opera;
◆ talented new members of the PBA team, like Christian
apologist Dr. Paul M. Gould;
◆ four Fulbright awards (making a total of seven in just the
last three years);
◆ faculty accomplishments, distinguished guests – the list
goes on and on.
I also would note that just as the biblical account
honestly lists challenges as well as triumphs, our printed
report today does the same. The tragic deaths of George
Floyd and others brought sorrow and anger to the
University community and across the nation. But even in
tragedy we can see God’s redeeming hand, because that
sorrow and anger led to honest conversations and concrete

actions toward racial reconciliation and equity.
In the same way, amidst the suffering and fear brought
by COVID-19, we’ve seen so many in the PBA community
step forward to serve in selfless and creative ways. Dr. Pat
Heyman, PBA alumnus and associate dean of the School of
Nursing, is just one example. He’s an accomplished medical
professional who has now taken on the role of director of
COVID-19 response at the University.
I’m thankful for Pat and the many others who have
worked so hard to provide a safe environment for our
students, faculty and staff. And I’m so proud of how our
faculty adapted so quickly and creatively when we had to
switch to online classes in the spring.
Finally, I’ve saved the best of the blessings for last: the
hundreds of financial supporters and volunteer leaders
whose names you’ll find toward the back of this publication.
You gracious folks have become the hands and feet of Christ
as you make possible the work of Palm Beach Atlantic. On
behalf of all our students, alumni, faculty and staff, I thank
you from the bottom of my heart.
And on a personal note, I’m so grateful for the warm
welcome I’ve received from the PBA family since I came
to the University in April. I’ve seen that here we have
community like no other institution.
As a community then, let us thank God for the many
ways He blessed Palm Beach Atlantic over the past year, as
we look forward with excitement to His blessings ahead.

Warmly,

Dr. Debra A. Schwinn
President
w w w.pba.edu
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across the entire university.
The Watsons’ generosity also will endow an
administrative supplement for the position of athletic
director. Additionally, their gift will fund improvements
to the workout room in the Greene Complex, adding new
exercise equipment and a fresh, inspiring look for the gym.
“We are eager to see the Watson family name rise on our
beautiful new building,” President Schwinn added. “Naming
the residence hall for them is a meaningful way for PBA to
commemorate the endowments to our two programs and
fund the position of Athletic Director, which is a vital role
on the President’s Cabinet.”
“Palm Beach Atlantic University is a treasure to our
family and to the Palm Beaches,” said Karl Watson Sr. “We are
delighted to support this world-class university so that more
graduates, prepared with a firm Christian worldview, will be
ready to positively impact the Palm Beaches, our state, nation
and the world. We need them now more than ever.”

Father and son make
transformational gift to PBA

Matching gift challenge

New campus residence named Watson Family Hall

W

est Palm Beach resident Karl H. Watson and his
son, Karl H. Watson Jr. of Houston, Texas, have
announced that their family will donate $2.5
million to Palm Beach Atlantic University. The Watsons
have a more than 30-year history with the University, which
will name its newly opened, 154-room student residence
Watson Family Hall.
The gift will endow two significant programs
that are especially meaningful to the Watson family:
the Center for Biblical
Leadership (CBL) and PBA
Athletics.
Karl Watson Sr. has served
as a PBA trustee since 1997
and received the University’s
American Free Enterprise Medal
in 2007 for his community
involvement and civic service.
He is the retired president
and chief operating officer for
Rinker Materials Corporation,
ranked among the world’s top
10 producers of concrete block
Karl Watson Sr.
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and ready-mix concrete. A pioneer in his field, he received
numerous industry awards for his experience and service
to the profession. He was inducted into the M. E. Rinker Sr.
School of Construction Management Hall of Fame at the
University of Florida in 2014. Over the years, he has served
as a board member for companies and organizations that
include the National Concrete Ready Mix Association; the
Norton Museum of Art; the Richard and Pat Johnson PBC
History Museum; Student ACES; Flagler National Bank;
Fidelity Federal Bank and Trust; and as chairman of the
board of West Palm Beach’s Urban Youth Impact. His wife,
Faith, served on the University’s Women of Distinction
committee.
Karl Watson Jr. is a 1987 Palm Beach Atlantic graduate
who joined the university’s board of trustees in January
2020. He has more than 30 years of global experience in the
construction materials industry, including three years in
Australia as CEO of CSR/Rinker, and president of Cemex
USA where he additionally had global responsibility for
the ready mix concrete product line. Today he is the chief
executive officer of Forterra, Inc., the largest manufacturer
of concrete and ductile iron pipe in the United States.
“A donation of this magnitude from a family that has

been a cornerstone of our
university’s leadership, growth
and success for 30 years has
a profound impact on the
school’s future,” said PBA
President Dr. Debra Schwinn.
“On behalf of the entire PBA
community, I want to thank the
entire Watson family for their
abiding generosity that has been
transformative for PBA. Their
continued commitment to our
school positions us so well for
the next generation of students,
Karl Watson Jr.
amplifies our voice in the
community and significantly advances our mission.”
CBL is the University’s sixth Center of Excellence,
established to confront a leadership crisis that exists today
across business and ministry sectors in North America and
around the globe. Its mission is to develop and support
leaders who seek to integrate biblical truth and spiritual
wisdom into today’s leadership best practices. CBL is being
used as a key strategic driver of leadership development

Another motivation for the gift was to serve as a challenge
to the University’s alumni and friends to step forward at this
time and contribute to the many important programs at PBA
until the Watson’s gift is matched, dollar for dollar.
“I know the PBA community can rally to match our
gift, and now is the time to take that step,” said Karl Watson
Jr. “PBA forever altered the trajectory of my life and I have
been blessed because of it. We are humbled to give back to
this great university that means so much to our family. The
gifts that result from our challenge will support student
scholarships so the next generation can get the same
foundation I was blessed to receive. We believe amazing
things will happen if we all pay it forward together.”
The Watson family’s children, Stephanie Tucker Redd,
Stacey Tucker Arlosoroff and Alan Tucker, are all lifetime
residents of Palm Beach County where they worked
and raised their own families. Daughter Karlyn Sullivan
supports the Admissions Office in outreach to homeschool families. Daughter Kendra Pearson, along with her
husband, Dan, serve as members of the University’s Parents
Council. Two of their children, Brooke and Danny Pearson,
are currently Palm Beach Atlantic students.
Watson Family Hall is an eight-story campus residence
at the corner of Pembroke Place and South Dixie Highway.
Each of the one- and two-bedroom units has a full kitchen
and increased safety and security features based on a
combination of intentional architectural design and leadingedge technology. (More photos, pages 6-7.)
A community room, for activities that encourage
camaraderie and spiritual growth, as well as private study
areas are included on every floor. Watson Family Hall’s
location places residential students close to their classes,
faculty offices and campus life. It was built by and in
partnership with Hedrick Brothers Construction of West
Palm Beach. A spring 2021 ribbon cutting is planned.
Alumni and friends of Palm Beach Atlantic who wish
to answer the Watson Family Challenge can make their
donations securely online on the University’s website:
go.pba.edu/watson-match.
www.pba.edu
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Why live on campus? Ask the students

Background photo: the back entrance of eight-story Watson Family Hall. Above, roommates Max Alvarez
(left) from Palm Harbor, Florida, and Juan Mojica, from Colombia enjoy their living room/kitchen area in
the new residence.
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Alex Furjanic chose PBA because he wanted a school
where he could study business and also take ministry
classes. He came all the way from Waterloo, Nebraska.
“I didn’t know a single person” in the area, he said, “but
almost immediately I had three close friends, as I lived
with these three guys.”
At Palm Beach Atlantic, and especially in his residence
hall, Furjanic found a deep sense of community: “the
kind of community that’s formed in the wee hours of the
morning, when these guys are just sitting up talking.
“And I had an RA who cared about me, asked questions
and was interested in my life,” he said. “I had people

around me that showed genuine care and compassion.”
Chelsea Smith, from Cocoa, Florida, said living on
campus allows students to become fully immersed in the
PBA culture. The community atmosphere of her residence
hall “has been beneficial not only socially, but spiritually as
well,” she said. “I have grown so much because of it.”
Smith would agree with the research that shows
living on campus helps students succeed in higher levels
academically and in their development as young adults.
“I would recommend living on campus for as long as you
possibly could,” she said.
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Beethoven’s 9th
at the Kravis Center

“Handling their choral duties were the Palm Beach Atlantic University
Oratorio Chorus, the Choral Society of the Palm Beaches and the
Masterworks Chorus of the Palm Beaches. Their ensemble vocalism
and balanced, jubilant performance, full of choral grandeur, provided
the symphony with a suitably joyful finale.”
-- South Florida Classical Review

Beaming in their operatic costume
Members of PBA’s Concert Choir enjoyed the
challenging opportunity to perform in Palm
Beach Opera’s production of Turandot. Set in
China, the Puccini opera tells the story of the
beautiful but cold Princess Turandot.

A fall season of hard work and
community collaboration inspires
and ‘stretches’ music students
performing monumental pieces

M

usic education major Rebecca Turngren took
a deep breath and rose to her feet, looking out
over the crowd that had filled Dreyfoos Hall at
the Kravis Center for the Performing Arts. Along with
59 other PBA Oratorio Chorus members, Turngren had
joined the combined voices of Masterworks Chorus of the
Palm Beaches and the Choral Society of the Palm Beaches
to perform in one of the most renowned and challenging
pieces of Western music: Beethoven’s Symphony No. 9.
“It felt like a dream come true,” said Turngren.
As her dream came true in that Dec. 8 performance,
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music lovers from across the community enjoyed a rare
treat. The Beethoven Nine isn’t performed regularly because
of the required performing forces, explained Dr. Jason
Lester, dean of the School of Music and Fine Arts. It’s a
choral symphony needing well over 100 singers.
In the final movement of the piece, the combined
chorus rang out, in German, with Ludwig van Beethoven’s
exuberant treatment of the poet Friedrich Schiller’s “Ode
to Joy.” “Their ensemble vocalism and balanced, jubilant
performance, full of choral grandeur, provided the
symphony with a suitably joyful finale,” wrote the South
Florida Classical Review.
Less than two months later, Turngren and 11 fellow
PBA Concert Choir members joined in another ambitious
collaborative effort, performing Giacomo Puccini’s
Turandot with Palm Beach Opera.
“The Turandot chorus is perhaps the most challenging
chorus in all operatic repertoire,” said Lester. The singers

had to memorize all their music, in Italian, and they had to
learn how to move around on a “raked,” or sloped, stage.
“The preparation was crazy,” said Turngren, “but it was
so worth it. It was just gorgeous to be a part of it and listen
to professionals (soloists) from Italy and Germany and
across the U.S. I learned a lot and it really inspired me to
keep going and pursue my passion for performing and for
music.”
“Our students participating in a professional production
of that magnitude with a regional opera company only
escalates their own awareness of what is possible,” said
Lester. “It’s sort of like altitude training for athletes. Doing
this level of work stretched our students, stretched our
program, and in that stretching, I believe that it will
increase our potential moving forward.”
Under Lester’s leadership, the School of Music and
Fine Arts reached a new level of collaborative community
engagement. In addition to performing with Palm Beach

Opera, Masterworks Chorus of the Palm Beaches, the
Choral Society of the Palm Beaches and Palm Beach
Symphony, PBA singers collaborated with the Society of the
Four Arts in the fall semester.
In a Dec. 4 performance at the Society’s Walter S.
Gubelmann Auditorium, the University’s Pop-Rock
Ensemble had the privilege to work with special guest Rob
Kapilow, host of NPR’s What Makes it Great. Together
they charmed the audience with some of the world’s most
beloved holiday music.
Phillip J. Bergmann, head of Music & Film Programming
for the Society, told Lester the PBA ensemble went “aboveand-beyond anything you promised, and you certainly
promised top quality, and professionalism.”
“I will come to you every time we have need to augment
or supplement a program,” said Bergmann in a letter to
Lester, “and we will create many more opportunities for
your wonderful students.”
www.pba.edu
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L

ong before tragic events of 2020 led to vigils
and protests throughout the nation, PBA
leaders, students and alumni were opening
dialogue and pointing to the biblical mandate for
racial reconciliation and justice. From School of
Ministry professors to Residential Life staff, right up
to the University president, Palm Beach Atlantic has
tackled tough questions about racism, inequality and
white privilege. That prayerful questioning has led
to a new PBA position: the Fellow in the Council for
Intercultural Engagement, as a long-term response to
these issues begins to emerge.

RACIAL

MOSAIC has hosted chapel services to deepen the
conversation. In one service students heard from a
panel of faculty and staff who either were inter-racial
couples or had done inter-racial adoption. “More than
any other chapel we’ve done, we get requests to do that
one again,” Pierre said.
MOSAIC-sponsored chapel services also have
featured worship music in Gospel rap or Spanish. That
simple touch, Pierre said, provoked comments from
students such as “It was the first time I walked into
chapel and felt like I was part of the community.”
Psychology major Josmery Botello took a leadership
role on the MOSAIC planning team and thrived in the
experience. She decided to join in MOSAIC housing,
where students of different
cultural backgrounds live
together and engage in
regular conversations about
race and diversity. “I’m
excited to learn more and do
more after I graduate,” she
said. “I want to use what I’ve
learned to grow where I am
or change where I am.”

For many students, the questioning began in open
forums hosted by Residential Life, with a diverse panel
of students leading the discussion. Margaret Homan,
as a freshman, called it “incredible,” hearing minority
students talk about their feelings and experiences.
“I learned more in that night than I had in my entire
life about thinking differently and going beyond my
own world view,” Homan said.
When that forum was held for the first time several
years ago, some 130 students showed up, tuned-in and
carried on discussion until well after midnight.
The forum drew such meaningful student response
that it became an annual event. Since that time,
Residential Life staffers have collaborated with other
groups and with faculty to promote more conversations
among students coming from diverse backgrounds.
As white students listened to students of color, their
typical feedback has been: I never thought of it like that.
Now I have a better idea, so I can adjust my expectations
and my behavior accordingly.

Tackling tough questions, the PBA family works
to be “instruments of change”

For the most recent race panel, the student group
MOSAIC organized the discussion leaders. MOSAIC
is an organization that helps
students “see, celebrate and
explore cultural diversity,”
said Dannemart Pierre
’07/’10 M.S., director of
First Year and Transfer
Experience and also director
for multicultural student
programs.

RECONCILIATION
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Since 2016, Dannemart
Pierre has directed the
student organization
MOSAIC, helping students
“see, celebrate and explore
cultural diversity.”

“It’s not just about
race,” said Pierre, but race
or racism is often the
underlying issue as students
work through topics such
as diversity, opportunity,
equity and justice.

Botello
is
from
the
Dominican Republic and
came to PBA after living in
“I want to use
the diverse city of Miami. “I
what I’ve learned think many PBA faculty and
staff are trying to make the
to grow where
PBA culture more inclusive,
I am or change
diverse,
pluralistic
and
where I am.”
welcoming for students of
color,” she said. But she’s
- Josmery Botello
concerned that some topics
for conversation become “too binary, such as being
Republican or Democrat,” such that one side cannot
agree with the other. And, she said, those conversations
too easily lean toward stereotypical conclusions.

Palm
Atlantic
University
115
BeachBeach
Atlantic
University
ePalm
d u Beach
Palm
Atlantic
University

To counter stereotypical assumptions about race,
in his course The Church in Society, Dr. Terriel Byrd
assigns white students to visit one Sunday with an
African American congregation and assigns students
of color to visit a predominately white church. Later,
the students complete a writing assignment Byrd
provides to help them develop an appreciation and
sensitivity to other cultures and races in their worship.
Byrd, a scholar in the life and work of the Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., teaches the course Urban
(continued on page 12)
www.pba.edu
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(continued from page 11)

Justice Issues. “We can’t talk about God’s justice apart
from talking about reconciliation,” he said.

Beach Atlantic University rang out clearly in response.
“When we see certain people being mistreated it
should make us all angry, but what I want to encourage
us with today is that we should turn that anger to action,”
said the Rev. Kevin Jones, a 2007 PBA graduate who is
assistant pastor of The Tabernacle Church. He spoke
on the steps of the Palm Beach County Courthouse,
where a diverse crowd had gathered on Juneteenth, the
June 19 commemoration of African American slaves
learning of their freedom in 1865.

Jordan Smith, a 2018 Master of Divinity graduate,
said that Byrd and other professors in the School of
Ministry helped him understand the role of a pastor
as community activist. “At PBA, I really saw that it is
definitely part of your calling,” Smith said.
Smith is assistant pastor at Memorial Presbyterian
Church, located at the edge of the PBA campus. He
joined School of Ministry faculty planning a theme
of race and reconciliation for the annual Jess Moody
Faith & Culture Forum on Feb. 13. There the University
hosted prominent guest speakers: Jemar Tisby, author
of The Color of Compromise and national speaker; the
Rev. Dr. John Nunes, president of Concordia CollegeNew York; and Dr. Oscar García-Johnson, assistant
provost for the Center for the Study of Hispanic Church
and Community at Fuller Theological Seminary.
Members of the PBA family and visitors from the
community packed the DeSantis Family Chapel for
the morning session of the forum, titled “A Dialogue
on Racism: Looking Back, Looking Forward.” That
evening the program continued at The Tabernacle
Church, a historic, African American church. The
church and Palm Beach Atlantic have numerous ties,
and work together on community service projects.
Deacon Matthew Stevenson is a PBA trustee, as is
Mami Kisner, wife of Pastor Gerald D. Kisner.
“The student, faculty and staff response to the forum
was overwhelmingly positive,” said Dr. Ryan Gladwin,
associate professor of theology and ministry in the
School of Ministry. But on the heels of that hopeful
local dialogue came disheartening national news:
the killing of African Americans George Floyd and
Ahmaud Arbery.
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Master of Divinity grad Jordan Smith was among those leading
a prayer vigil and tribute for slain jogger Ahmaud Arbery.
Participants wore shirts donated by PBA alumnus Shea Stockman
’06, owner of Cyan Shores Screen Printing.

On May 8 Gladwin, Smith and Byrd were among
those leading a local “Run for Ahmaud,” a prayer vigil
and tribute for Arbery, who was jogging through a
south Georgia neighborhood when he was shot by a
white man. Approximately 100 people attended the
vigil, including Dean of the School of Ministry Dr.
Jonathan Grenz, Provost Dr, Randy Richards and
others from the PBA community.
“We acknowledge that the road ahead toward
healing and racial equity in our country is long and
scary,” read a handout at the vigil. “We will need each
other. We march in solidarity for Ahmaud but we
march for ourselves too, saying this isn’t good enough
and we must do better.”
And then as sorrow and anger
intensified across the nation
after the May 25 death
of George Floyd in the
custody of Minneapolis
police, voices from Palm

The Rev. Kevin Jones, 2007 PBA graduate, speaks to the crowd at the
Juneteenth gathering after the death of George Floyd. At left is Francky
Pierre-Paul, an organizational leadership student and one of the organizers
of the event on the steps of the Palm Beach County Courthouse.

Jones said that since 1865 black men and women
have been “free-ish” – still marginalized by systems and
structures. He urged the crowd to pray, vote and challenge
those systems and structures by getting involved.
In a statement on PBAsailfish.com, Courtney
Lovely, PBA director of athletics, told how her heart
ached over the killing of Floyd, Arbery “and countless
others.” She urged Sailfish athletes to be “Christian
game-changers,” working to effect a shift in how
people think and act. “My prayer is that you accept His
call to speak up and out against social injustice and
racial inequality,” Lovely said. “Jesus did.”
Dr. Debra A. Schwinn, University president since
just May 4, called the PBA community to prayer in a
statement released June 3, saying that race and justice
are biblical issues “found at the very heart of God.”
“We certainly don’t have all of the answers here at
PBA,” said Schwinn, “but as a Christian university,
we are committed to Christ-centered unity and the
expression of our culturally rich diversity on our campus
and throughout South Florida. As we listen and seek to
better understand the authentic and very real concerns

Among those at the Juneteenth event were PBA graduates Jared
Yamada ’20 (at left) and James Davisson ’19. Davisson served
in South Korea last year as the winner of a Fulbright English
Teaching Assistantship.

of our growing PBA community, we remain steadfast to
do all that we can to provide a safe and positive campus
environment for all, and be instruments of change not
just locally, but across our land.”

“My prayer is that
you accept His call
to speak up and out
against social injustice
and racial inequality.
Jesus did.”
- Courtney Lovely
Schwinn and leaders across the University discussed
short-term actions and also a long-term approach
toward positive change. The University established a
scholarship for students of color, naming it in honor of
Professor Byrd. (go.pba.edu/byrd-fund) Next came the
creation of the new position: Fellow in the Council for
Intercultural Engagement. Byrd was the unanimous
choice as the first to fill the role.
Byrd will assemble this new Council, a diverse task
force to include students, faculty and staff. That group
will gather information
and discuss ways for PBA
to “continue to develop
as a place of multicultural
understanding that reflects
the beautiful diversity of the
Kingdom of God,” Byrd said.
“I am excited for Dr. Byrd
to bring people together for
honest, candid conversations,
which I believe will expand
the way our community
Dr. Terriel Byrd will
thinks
about
diversity,
lead the Council as PBA
equality,
and
justice,
” said
continues to develop
Schwinn. University leaders
“as a place of multicultural
expect those conversations
understanding that reflects
the beautiful diversity of the will help Palm Beach Atlantic
Kingdom of God.”
advance new principles of
inclusion in faculty/staff/
student recruitment and retention and in the design of
curricular and co-curricular programs.
“There is much more to do,” Schwinn said. “Authentic
change ultimately comes through a heart change. And
that change happens through Jesus Christ.”
w w w.pba.edu
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Year in Review
2019-2020

Dr. Debra A. Schwinn joined the PBA family on April 6, and began her role as University president May 4.

Physician/researcher becomes 9th president
On Jan. 16 in the DeSantis Family Chapel a large
crowd of faculty, students and staff learned of Dr. Debra
A. Schwinn’s appointment as Palm Beach Atlantic’s ninth
president and heard her share about her own journey
of faith. Chosen after a nationwide search, Schwinn
was introduced to the PBA family by Timothy S. Sotos,
chairman of the Board of Trustees and chair of the search
committee.
“Dr. Schwinn is an exceptional leader with great
interpersonal skills,” said Sotos. “She’s creative, energetic
and a person with a deep and passionate faith and love for
Christ.”
“It is my firm belief that great Christian liberal arts
universities such as Palm Beach Atlantic hold a unique and
important place in today’s society,” said Schwinn. “PBA
offers students the opportunity to examine and deepen their
faith while pursuing a rigorous academic path, arriving at
graduation prepared to be servant leaders. I am honored
to walk on the journey with our students on the West Palm
Beach and Orlando campuses, and around the world.”
Schwinn is an accomplished physician, educator and
researcher, and most recently was vice president for medical
affairs at the University of Iowa. Previously she served in
senior leadership roles at the University of Washington and
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Duke University, where she was director of cardiovascular
genomics in the Center for Genomic Medicine. She
earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry from the College
of Wooster and earned her medical degree from Stanford
University School of Medicine. Since 2002 she has been a
member of the National Academy of Medicine.
Schwinn assumed the role of president May 4, following
the retirement of President William M. B. Fleming Jr. By
that time, COVID-19 topped the nation’s headlines, and
many in the PBA community took comfort in having such
an experienced medical professional to lead the University.
They hearkened back to the Book of Esther and the
question posed to Queen Esther, “Who knows but that you
have come … for such a time as this?”
Schwinn worked with PBA faculty experts in responding
to the coronavirus. (See story atop opposite page.) While
acknowledging the seriousness of the threat, she concluded:
“Ever since God called PBA into existence 52 years ago,
innovation has been in our DNA. Hence, I am confident PBA
will buffer this storm, and not just to survive, but to thrive.”
An Ohio native, Schwinn is married to Dr. Robert
Gerstmyer, a religious scholar and instructor in the
Department of Religion at the University of Iowa. They have
moved to a home near Palm Beach Atlantic.

Year in Review

Medical professionals lead COVID response
Palm Beach Atlantic has appointed Dr. Pat Heyman,
associate dean of the School of Nursing, as the University’s
director of COVID-19 response.
It’s one of many measures the University took to ensure a
safe semester with the resuming of classes Aug. 17.
Heyman is the central point of contact for prevention,
risk reduction and infection mitigation. In his role, he offers
both a medical and administrative perspective, providing
day-to-day guidance for COVID-19-related decisions.
Prior to joining the School of Nursing in 2003, Heyman
worked as a nurse practitioner in a private practice. He
earned his Bachelor of Science, Master of Science and
Doctor of Philosophy in nursing from the University
of Florida, which awarded him the Outstanding Young
Alumni Award in 2011. Heyman earned his bachelor’s
degree in biology from PBA in 1994.
The University recently hired Jennifer Fleigelman, a
registered nurse with years of progressive experience, to
monitor daily health alert responses, oversee daily reports
from the University’s telehealth provider and care for

students who have COVID-related concerns.
The decision to have students return for in-person
instruction was made with discernment, following a
University-wide day of prayer. God has uniquely prepared
PBA for this time by providing medical experts on the
faculty and staff; a renovated, open-concept dining hall
that minimizes touch; and a new, eight-story residence
that allows other residences to be used for quarantine and
isolation as needed, said President Dr. Debra A. Schwinn.
Throughout the campus, signs are posted for COVID-19
cautions, including spacing out student seating in
classrooms and chapel. Learning is a combination of inclassroom and virtual experiences.
Schwinn, a Stanford University-educated medical doctor,
firmly believes there’s never been a more important time for
the transformative education that PBA provides.
“I am confident that with God’s grace, we will be able to
excel in creative, new ways,” Schwinn said. “We will even
have the deep privilege of seeing students totally surrender
to Christ. This is our ‘why’ to opening.”

New executive VP
comes with proven
track record

Christian apologist to head
new master’s program

Laura Bishop joined the Palm
Beach Atlantic staff July 1, 2020,
as executive vice president for
Advancement. She will be responsible for planning,
organizing and implementing the University’s fundraising,
Marketing, Community Service, Planned Giving and
Alumni Relations efforts. She reports directly to President
Debra A. Schwinn and serves on the President’s Cabinet.
Bishop comes to PBA from Oral Roberts University
(ORU) in Tulsa, Oklahoma, and is an ORU graduate.
She served with distinction for the past six years as vice
president of Development and Alumni Relations, and then
in an expanded role as vice president of Advancement. She
led ORU’s recent 50th anniversary celebration and capital
campaign, which exceeded its goal. She was instrumental
in raising money to build several new buildings and helped
launch ORU’s newest capital campaign.
Prior to joining ORU, Bishop served as executive
director of the National Christian Foundation and
Lifework Leadership in Fort Lauderdale. She was director
of Development and Communications for Habitat for
Humanity of Broward County and Westminster Academy.
“Laura’s proven track record in all areas of fund
development, coupled with her background and leadership
in communications, make her especially qualified to be part
of our leadership team as we seek to fulfill God’s ambition
for Palm Beach Atlantic,” said President Schwinn.

Well-known author and Christian apologist Dr. Paul M.
Gould joined the faculty of Palm Beach Atlantic in August
to lead the University’s new philosophy of religion program.
Gould has been a visiting scholar at Trinity Evangelical
Divinity School’s Henry Center, where he worked on the
intersection of science and faith. He is a widely sought-after
speaker in apologetics and philosophy, and the author or
editor of 10 scholarly and popular-level books.
He will be associate professor of philosophy of religion
and director of the Master of Arts,
Philosophy of Religion, housed in the
School of Ministry Graduate Program.
The Master of Arts program will open
in the fall of 2021, pending approval
by the Association of Theological
Schools. This fall Gould will travel
a great deal, recruiting students for
the new program. He’ll also teach the
existing PBA course Evangelism and
Apologetics.
PBA’s new Master of Arts in the Philosophy of Religion
will prepare students to serve more effectively in the church,
in higher education and in the wider culture, said Dr.
Jonathan Grenz, dean of the School of Ministry. The new
effort is the fruit of a dream and discussions between Grenz
and Dr. Paul Copan, the Pledger Family Chair and professor
of Philosophy and Ethics.
Copan led in fundraising for the effort, and will teach in
the program, as will Gould.
w w w.pba.edu
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Trustees elect chairman,
welcome new members

Isabella Lindh

Sarah Selden

Four more grads
win Fulbright awards

Three recent Palm Beach Atlantic University graduates
have won highly-competitive Fulbright awards to teach
English overseas, and a fourth alumnus has won a Fulbright
appointment to conduct scholarly research.
“The Fulbright is one of the most prestigious awards
an American undergraduate or recent graduate can win,”
said Dr. Carl Miller, director of PBA’s Prestigious National
Scholarship Program. “The goal for the Fulbright program
is to send the best recent graduates of American institutions
abroad for a program of cultural ambassadorship and
intellectual exchange and service work.”
Isabella Lindh, from Grand Rapids, Michigan, will serve
in Bulgaria; Sarah Selden,
from Littleton, Colorado, will
serve in Spain; and Chanel
Nassir, from Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, will serve in
Burma. They will begin their
Fulbright English Teaching
Assistantships (ETA) in
January, their appointments
delayed because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
PBA has produced six
Chanel Nassir
Fulbright ETA winners in
the last three years. Additionally, Dr. Gregory P. Perreault
has won a Fulbright U.S. Scholar Program award to Austria.
He will research and teach at
University of Vienna as part
of a project to study digital
journalism practices in the
United States and Austria.
A 2006 PBA graduate,
Perreault earned his master’s
degree from Georgetown
University and his doctorate
from Missouri School of
Journalism. He is assistant
professor of journalism at
Appalachian State University
Gregory Perreault
in North Carolina.
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Palm Beach Atlantic University’s Board of Trustees
elected Timothy S. Sotos as its new chair effective Jan.
1, 2020. A Palm Beach resident, he previously served as
vice chair. He is a retired business
executive with more than 30
years of experience in the health
care industry, serving in various
positions as chair, president and
CEO or director of several privately
held companies.
Michael J. Stevens of Jupiter was
elected vice chairman, and Timothy
D. Leuliette of West Palm Beach was
elected board treasurer. R. Marshall
Jones of Palm Beach Gardens is
board secretary.
Timothy Sotos
Three new members were
appointed to the board: Mark H. Campbell, J. Michael Cook
and Karl H. Watson Jr. Campbell and Watson are alumni of
the Rinker School of Business, Watson having graduated in
1987 and Campbell in 2000.

Distinguished guests

Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair interacts with students in the President’s Lyceum.
Among the special guests sharing with the PBA family were
Tony Blair (above), former British prime minister, sponsored by the
LeMieux Center for Public Policy; University of Oxford scholar Dr.
Michael Ward (left), delivering the President’s Distinguished Scholar
Lecture; and Dr. George Marsden (below), emeritus professor of
history at the University of Notre Dame.

Nursing, business deans appointed

Dr. Phyllis King was named dean of the School of
Nursing in February. A member of the nursing faculty since
2011, she has enjoyed a long career in faith-based academia
and in acute and community nursing practice.
King earned her doctorate in nursing
from the University of Tennessee, and is
a trained educator for the Robert Wood
Johnson End-of-Life Nursing Education
Consortium. Her nursing practice and
research have resulted in presentations
at conferences such as Sigma Theta
Tau, the International Nursing Honor
Society, the Southern Nursing Research
Society, Rutgers University Continuing Education and the
Mayo Clinic.
After a national search, Dr. Brian
Strow has been appointed the next dean
of the Marshall E. Rinker Sr. School of
Business. Strow comes from Western
Kentucky University, where he served
as the BB&T Professor for the Study of
Capitalism and director of the WKU
Center for the Study of Capitalism.
He earned his doctorate and Master
of Arts degrees in economics from Vanderbilt University
and his undergraduate degree in economics and political
science from Wheaton College. This fall, Strow will serve
as consulting dean while he finishes his responsibilities at
WKU. He will be on campus in January, taking the place of
Dr. Leslie D. Turner, who has retired from the dean’s post.

Research fellowship renamed, honoring donors
The LeMieux Center for Public Policy at Palm
Beach Atlantic University selected two PBA juniors to
be Freidheim Fellows: Benjamin DeHaan, a business
management major from Michigan; and Maria Landron, a
public relations major from Royal Palm Beach. The research
fellowship program, previously known as LeMieux Fellows,
supports two students who pursue an independent study
of current or emerging public policy issues concerning
individual freedoms, values, rights, religious liberties and
institutions in the United States.
DeHaan’s research topic is “NATO Revisited: Analysis
of U.S. Foreign Policy.” He will be mentored by Dr. James
Todd, assistant professor of politics and chair of the politics
department at Palm Beach Atlantic. Landron will be
mentored by Dr. Francisco Plaza, professor of politics. Her
topic is “Beyond the Wall: Mexico and Central America.”

The fellows receive a stipend to cover the cost of an
independent study course as well as expenses, such as travel,
incurred during the course up to $2,500. Additionally, they
receive ongoing guidance for their research project from
former U.S. Senator George LeMieux.
The fellows program is named for donors Marguerite
“Mitzi” Freidheim and her husband of 56 years, Cyrus.
Mitzi Freidheim serves as a member of the LeMieux Center
advisory board and is a volunteer for numerous charitable
organizations, with a focus on education and helping
disadvantaged children. Cyrus Freidheim is the former vice
chair of Booz Allen Hamilton, CEO of Chiquita Brands
International and CEO and publisher of the Sun Times
Media Group. He has been actively involved on more than
30 commercial and not-for-profit boards. The Freidheims
are residents of North Palm Beach.
w w w.pba.edu
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Award highlights PBA’s many
efforts for student success

First Lady Melania Trump with then University President William M. B. Fleming, Jr. at The Breakers Palm Beach.

First Lady honored as Woman of Distinction

In February First Lady Melania Trump received the
2020 Women of Distinction award in honor of her Be
Best initiative promoting children’s physical, social and
emotional well-being. The award was presented at an annual
luncheon benefiting a scholarship fund for female students.
Be Best is designed to promote values such as
encouragement, kindness and respect in children. The
initiative is concentrated around well-being, online safety
and opioid abuse.
“When we teach our children to cherish our values and
care for each other, they are better prepared to carry on
America’s legacy of compassion, service and patriotism,”
Mrs. Trump told the luncheon audience. “It is our
duty as adults and parents to ensure they have the best
opportunities to lead fulfilling, healthy and successful lives.”

PBA President William M. B. Fleming, Jr. introduced
the First Lady. Her mother and father joined her at the
luncheon, held at The Breakers Palm Beach.
Students Jessica Lykins and Chanel Nassir are the 2020
Women of Distinction scholarship recipients. Lykins, of
Groveland, Florida, is a senior studying communication.
Nassir, from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, is a senior majoring in
international business. Both are students in the University’s
Frederick M. Supper Honors Program.
Eileen Burns and Frances Fisher are co-chairs of Women
of Distinction, which recognizes women for their charitable
leadership of organizations that support the arts, education,
health care and other community initiatives. Cresset is an
event sponsor.

Teacher prep program earns top marks
The University’s teacher preparation program is among
the best in Florida and top among private colleges and
universities in the state, according to new ratings.
The Washington, D.C.-based National Council on Teacher
Quality gave PBA an “A” for instructing future educators in
scientifically-based methods for teaching reading.
The University was one of only 16 traditional
undergraduate and graduate programs in Florida to earn
an “A” rating in the think tank’s 2020 Teacher Prep Review.
PBA was one of only three schools from the Independent
Colleges and Universities of Florida (ICUF) to receive the
designation.
At the state level, the Florida Department of Education
reported that 78 percent of PBA students passed the Florida
Teacher Certification Examinations K-6 social science
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subtest on their first attempt — the highest percentage of all
private colleges and universities in the state.
Dr. Chelly Templeton, dean of the School of Education
and Behavioral Studies, credits the success to preparation
and one-on-one mentoring. Faculty are frequently in their
offices with their doors open. Their students know they
care, she said.
“Our professors are very hands-on,” Templeton said.
“They know our students, and they work with our students.”
Faculty are purposeful about preparing students for the
standards against which they’ll be measured, Templeton
said. Plus, they’re passionate about what they teach. “We
like our subject areas, and we’re excited about sharing that
with our students,” she said.

Pharos Resources recognized PBA as its 2019 Lighthouse
Award - Institution of the Year winner for the University’s
commitment to student success.
Pharos 360 powers the University’s Waypoint Early
Alert System, which allows faculty, staff or friends to
identify students who are having difficulties emotionally,
academically or physically so that they can connect with
professional assistance and resources for success. Waypoint
has helped the University focus on these students and
increase retention.
Pharos credited the University for student support such
as Student Orientation, Advising and Registration (SOAR)
days, the Bridges Scholar Program, the Impact Leadership
Team and discipleship assistants. These efforts help
identify highest risk students and provide relationships and
interventions.
The University saw a 206 percent increase in total
referrals in 2018-19 from the previous school year. That
includes a 124 percent increase in referrals from faculty and
staff. Also, 182 students referred their peers, up from zero
student referrals the previous year.

New series brings prominent
guest preachers, thanks to family
of Madeline McElveen
The University hosted accomplished leaders as part of
the inaugural Madeline McElveen Distinguished Preaching
Series in the spring semester.
Sponsored by the Center for Biblical Leadership, the
series was made possible by the children of the late Mrs.
McElveen: Bonnie McElveen-Hunter, Dr. John McElveen
and Tweed McElveen-Bogache. Some years ago they began
bringing guest preachers to the Royal Poinciana Chapel as
a celebration of the good news of the gospel and a way of
remembering their mother. As that tradition continued, this
year the guest preachers spoke during the Royal Poinciana
Chapel’s Sunday morning services and then at PBA on
Monday mornings.
On Jan. 13 the University welcomed the Rev. Tom
Tewell. For 40 years he pastored congregations including
the 5,100-member Memorial Drive Presbyterian Church
in Houston, Texas, and the 3,500-member Fifth Avenue
Presbyterian Church in New York City.
Dr. Eric Motley spoke on Feb. 10. He is an executive vice
president of The Aspen Institute, an international nonprofit,
nonpartisan forum for values-based leadership and the
exchange of ideas.
The Rev. Russell J. Levenson Jr., an Episcopalian rector
who gave the homily at former President George H.W.
Bush’s memorial, also was scheduled to speak, but that
session was canceled because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Free
Enterprise
Medalist

Entrepreneur Y. Michele Kang received the University’s
American Free Enterprise Day Medal in a flag-filled
ceremony Nov. 14.
Kang emigrated from Korea as a single woman, attended
college in the United States, worked her way up to an
executive role in a Fortune 500 company and then built
Cognosante, her own health information technology firm.
Speaking to the crowd in the packed Rubin Arena, she
explained that opportunities for young women in Korea
were profoundly limited when she was growing up.
“The problem is that I’ve never been very good about
accepting what I can or cannot do,” Kang said to applause
and cheers. “My hope today is that by hearing my story, you
create your own.”
In addition to Kang, the University honored four
companion medalists: Robert W. “Chip” Lafferty, CEO of
Hill York Air Conditioning Services & Energy Solutions;
Beth Neuhoff, CEO of Neuhoff Communications; Geoff
Seiber, president and CEO of FranFund; and Carlos
Vidueira, president of the Rybovich SuperYacht Marina &
Service Center.

Ministry prof wins Corts Award
In August Dr. Karelynne Ayayo, professor of biblical
and theological studies, received the Charles & Hazel Corts
Award for Outstanding Teaching. In nominating Ayayo for
the honor, one of her faculty colleagues said, “She invests
so much in her students, working hard on every detail
of course design, policy and more to serve the student’s
learning.”
Ayayo has taught at PBA since 2004. She earned
her Bachelor of Arts from The College of Wooster; two
Master of Arts degrees from Gordon-Conwell Theological
Seminary; and a Doctor of Theology from Boston
University. She teaches courses in Bible, New Testament,
hermeneutics and missions. In addition to formal teaching,
she embraces opportunities to enter into deeper mentoring
relationships with female students.
Former PBA President Dr. Paul R. Corts and his wife,
Diane, established an endowment to provide the annual
award in honor of his parents and in recognition of their
commitment to higher education.
w w w.pba.edu
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School of Arts and Sciences
Dr. Wesley Borucki, associate professor of history, served as
a member of the Advanced Placement U.S. History Course
Audit Scoring Guide Revision Team for The College Board.
He also was reappointed as a senior reviewer and curriculum
advisor for AP U.S. History by The College Board and served
as a table leader for the 2020 AP U.S. History Exam Reading,
where AP exams are evaluated and scored.
Dr. Thomas Chesnes, professor of biology and chair of
the Biology Department, is the science advisor for Knox
Theological Seminary as a part of the Science for Seminaries
Phase II Project, funded through the Dialogue on Science,
Ethics, and Religion (DoSER) program within the American
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS). He
is also a member of the John D. MacArthur Beach State
Park Education Advisory Committee and the Lake Worth
Lagoon Initiative-Habitat Working Group (Seagrasses),
Palm Beach County Department of Environmental Resource
Management. He has given community lectures on Faith
and Science, Climate Change and the role of Churches, and
Seagrass Biodiversity.
Dr. Mirela Garren, assistant professor of French/humanities,
was selected to judge the Pathfinder Awards program (Modern
Languages section). Sponsored by the Palm Beach Post, this
is one of the largest and most comprehensive high school
scholarship programs in the state of Florida. Garren also
was selected to present the awards for the Modern Language
category on May 9 during an online ceremony.
Dr. Marsha Guntharp, professor of mathematics, was named
the Palm Beach County Council of Teachers of Mathematics
Post-Secondary Mathematics Teacher of the Year in May
2019. She also was awarded the Florida Council Teachers of
Mathematics (FCTM) Kenneth Kidd Grant, from which she
purchased three robotic cars (Rovers) for STEM activities.
She is a board member of the FCTM.
Dr. David Horkott, associate professor of philosophy,
continued serving as the service-learning faculty fellow.
Service-learning is the theme of PBA’s current Quality
Enhancement Plan. Horkott trained faculty members (in part)
through a Canvas course he created. His presentation “Is
Machiavelli a Teacher of Evil?” won best in category at PBA’s
Interdisciplinary Research Conference.
Dr. Carl F. Miller, associate professor of English, won the
Elaine W. Hughes Outstanding Advisor Award for the Sigma
Tau Delta English Honor Society out of more than 800 chapter
advisors nationally. He also was appointed by the Children’s
Literature Association to the Judith Plotz Emerging Scholar
Award Committee and the Edited Book Award Committee.

Mountains. Over a long weekend in January, Rummo took
five pre-veterinary students to the annual meeting of the North
American Veterinary Community. The group attended lectures
and interacted with veterinarians, vet-techs, representatives
from veterinary schools and industry experts in animal health.

School of Communication and Media
The School of Communication and Media received
authorization from the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges to launch two new degrees:
a B.A. in Digital Media Production and a B.A. in Gaming and
Interactive Design. Both programs of study will launch in the
fall 2020 semester in an online format.
Dr. Wes Jamison, associate professor of public relations,
continued to serve as the chairman of the advisory board for
the Animal Agriculture Alliance in Washington, D.C., and as a
member of its issue management committee. He also serves as
the faculty advisor for PBA’s chapter of the Public Relations
Student Society of America.
Danilda Martinez, assistant professor of digital media
production, served on the production team for NABShow
2020’s Innovative Storytelling Tools and Tech segment in
association with #GalsNGear of Women in Film & Video
(Washington, D.C., chapter). The movement works to ensure
women in the technical fields of media production get highlevel networking, access to gear and the latest industry
technology, and visibility at major industry events.
Despite a shortened athletic season due to COVID-19,
students under the supervision of Don Piper, professor
of sports broadcasting, provided production coverage for
video webcasts of 76 games on the Sailfish Sports Network.
Additionally, students began providing play-by-play for
all Sailfish athletic events and launched the Sailfish Sports
Update.
Kyle Schnack, assistant professor of theatre, was appointed
chair of the Steve Bayless Undergraduate Scholarship
Committee for the Southeastern Theatre Conference. He also
served as an adjudicator and presenter for both the Kravis
Center Dream Award and the Pathfinder Awards. Schnack
launched “I Will Shakespeare,” a homeschool theatre program
focusing on the works of playwright William Shakespeare.
The program staged two productions, one in partnership with
the Center for Creative Education and the other via Zoom.
Schnack’s innovative use of full-scale puppetry in the PBA
Theatre stage production of The Wizard of Oz under his
direction was a critical success.

Dr. Linda Raeder, professor of politics, was awarded a
course reduction for the 2020-2021 academic year on the
basis of her proposed research into the topic of political
decentralization and secession.

Antonio Zarro, professor of cinema arts, completed his
Master of Fine Arts in Television and Screenwriting from
Stephens College. Zarro supervised 17 award-winning
film productions and screenplays, including a Gold Telly
Award, seven Media of Festival Arts awards at the Broadcast
Education Association, four Communicator Awards, four AVA
Awards and a Worldfest Houston award.

Gregory Rummo, visiting assistant professor of biology,
accompanied by Mark Kaprive, director of Campus Ministries
& Missions and instructor of Intercultural Studies, and science
major Selena Ewing, led a mission trip to Peru’s Andes

The award-winning news documentary Four Families in
Mafraq, for which Israel Balderas, assistant professor of
journalism, served as executive producer, continued to win
multiple awards throughout the year. Balderas traveled to
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A Syrian refugee and two of his children shown in the award-winning news documentary Four Families in Mafraq.
Northern Jordan in 2017 with PBA students to interview
Syrian refugee families displaced by civil war. Adding to
previous honors from film festivals and leading international
awards programs, the documentary earned a Gold Award from
the Telly Awards, a Platinum win from AVA Digital Awards
and a first place in Public Affairs from the Florida Association
of Broadcast Journalists. PBA graduate Tim DeMoss was

director and editor of the film, assisted by Sarah Roulette.

School of Education and Behavioral Studies

Lloyd L. Gregory School of Pharmacy

Dr. Vince Diller, assistant professor of athletic training,
served on the Athletic Trainers’ Association of Florida
(ATAF) University and College Athletic Training Student
Committee and served as faculty for the ATAF Student
Leadership Enhancement and Professional Success Program.
He continued to lead the Transformational Advising Program
through its second year supporting academically at risk
students to identify their vocational direction and develop key
resources to progress successfully in their major.

Dr. Erin Dorval, assistant professor of pharmacy practice,
was named a Luminary for CPESN (Community Pharmacy
Expanded Services Network) Florida and was appointed as a
coach in the national community pharmacy initiative, Flip-thePharmacy. She also served as chair of the 2019-20 Educational
Council of the Florida Pharmacy Association.

Laura Rendon Finnell, instructor of counseling and clinical
director, was named vice president of Latino Concerns for the
Association for Multicultural Counseling and Development.
Her three-year term began July 1, 2020.
Dr. Chelly Templeton, dean of Education and Behavioral
Studies, has completed 15 years as a board member of the
YWCA of the Palm Beaches. She has served in various
capacities such as co-chair of the Run for the Roses Tea, Chair
of the Early Childhood and Education committee, as well as
vice-president. She serves on the board of the Sovereign Order
of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller, Palm Beach
Commandry, an effort to help the sick and the poor.
Dr. Denise Breitkreuz, assistant professor of Health and
Human Performance, served as a member of the Broward
County Schools Health Committee.

In the Journalism program and student-led newsroom that
Balderas supervises as faculty advisor, aspiring journalists
won 17 student awards from three Florida-based news
organizations. The program competes against larger Florida
campus newsrooms, including University of Florida, Florida
International University and University of South Florida.

Dr. Laura Rhodes, assistant professor of pharmacy practice,
is both a luminary and the lead network facilitator for CPESN
She is also serving as the CPESN FL Practice Transformation
Team lead as part of the national community pharmacy
initiative, Flip-the-Pharmacy.
Jeff Snow, director of community engagement, was appointed
chair of the 2020-21 Membership Committee of the Florida
Pharmacy Association.  
Dr. Dana Strachan, associate dean of academics, was
appointed to the Advisory Council of Global Health Outreach,
the short-term medical missions division of the Christian
Medical and Dental Association.
Dr. Sara Trovinger, chair, department of experiential
education, was elected 2020-21 chair of the Women’s Faculty
Special Interest Group of the American Association of
Colleges of Pharmacy.
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Catherine T. MacArthur School of Leadership
The MacArthur School of Leadership partnered with the
City of Boynton Beach to offer all the major classes in the
Organizational Leadership degree on site. Students work in
various departments including the Fire, Police, and Finance
departments.
Dr. Art Johnson, professor of leadership, taught a one-credit
PBA leadership course for the Solomon Leadership Program,
a values-based leadership program that focuses on high school
student leaders. The MacArthur School of Leadership partners
with the program’s sponsor, the Palm Beach Synagogue.
Johnson also enhanced the LifeWork Leadership
curriculum with Dr. Sam Voorhies, director of the Center
for Biblical Leadership. LifeWork Leadership is a oneyear monthly leadership development program equipping
business executives with “a roadmap to living with greater
intentionality for God.”
Dr. Craig Domeck, dean of the School of Leadership,
provided a six-part leadership component for the Junior
League of the Palm Beaches Cotillion Academy that prepares
enrolled middle-schoolers for life and leading. Domeck
facilitated strategic planning with the Board of First Serve,
a local non-profit engaging young students to be impactful
leaders in their communities through an extensive mentoring
program. He also provides executive coaching for the leaders
and key employees of First Serve to further enhance their
efforts in Palm Beach and Martin counties.

School of Ministry
Community of Hope Church’s “Hope University Summer
Lecture Series” in Loxahatchee, Florida, featured three PBA
faculty as guest lecturers: Dr. Victor Copan, professor of
ministry and biblical studies; Dr. Nathan Maxwell, associate
professor of biblical studies; and Dr. Kathy Maxwell,
associate professor of biblical studies. Dr. Kathy Maxwell also
was an invited speaker at the Word Became Flesh conference
at Loyola University and recorded a podcast on biblical
storytelling for Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church in New
York City.
Dr. Brittany Melton, assistant professor of biblical studies,
was promoted to Tyndale Fellowship Old Testament Chair as
part of her academic service outside the university.
Dr. Terriel Byrd, professor of urban Christian ministry, was
the guest speaker for “A Dialogue on Racial Reconciliation” at
First Presbyterian Church in North Palm Beach, Florida.
Dr. Ryan Gladwin, associate professor of ministry and
theology, has spearheaded the forthcoming PBA program for a
B.A. in Global Leadership, a program entirely in Spanish.
Dr. Paul Copan, Pledger Family Chair of Philosophy and
Ethics, has successfully fundraised across the country for the
new Master of Arts in Philosophy of Religion program, set to
launch Fall 2021.
The Graduate School of Ministry received full accreditation for
its Master of Divinity and Master of Arts in Christian Studies
programs from The Association of Theological Schools.
The School of Ministry hosted its annual Jess Moody Faith
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and Culture Forum with A Dialogue on Racism: Looking
Back, Looking Forward, featuring speakers Jemar Tisby, the
Rev. Dr. John Nunes and Dr. Oscar Garcia-Johnson.

School of Music and Fine Arts
Mark Aliapoulios, professor of music, was a featured soloist
for “An Evening of Rogers and Hammerstein” with the Snow
Pond Symphony Orchestra in Sidney, Maine.
Heather Couch, assistant professor of art, was a featured
artist at the Unleashed Art Fair hosted by Art Synergy and
Vision 2020 at Industry Alley in West Palm Beach. She also
participated in a two-person exhibition at the Box Gallery,
served as the artist-in-residence in ceramics/sculpture at the
Armory Art Center and had a wood-fire piece selected from a
juried national call in a contemporary ceramics exhibition at
the Jupiter Lighthouse Art Center.
Jin Hanley, associate professor of dance, performed a duet
choreographed by Ericka Squire at Art Shift 2019 for the
Cultural Council of Palm Beach County and presented a session
titled “Implementing Pilates in Dance Technique Classes” at the
National Dance Education Organization Conference.
Dr. Joseph Kingma, assistant professor of music, performed
recitals across the nation, including performances at the
Yamaha Artist Services Performance Series sponsored by the
New York/New Jersey chapter of the American Liszt Society;
Redeemer Concert Series in Queens, New York; Brahms
violin sonatas with Kathryn Krueger in Deerfield Beach;
Timucua Arts Foundation in Orlando; and the Oasis Musicale
concert series in Montreal. Additionally, he presented a
masterclass for the Pensacola Music Teachers Association.
Dr. Jason Lester, dean of the School of Music and Fine
Arts, was re-elected the national treasurer of the National
Association of Teachers of Singing (NATS), a 7,000-plus
membership organization. Additionally, he joined a panel
to discuss “Navigating Higher Education” at the NATS 56th
National Conference that had more than 2,300 registrants.
Marilyn Mims, artist-in-residence, taught a master class at
the Schmidt Vocal Competition.
Dr. Michael O’Connor, associate professor of music,
reviewed a concert at The Society of the Four Arts by the
Branford Marsalis Quartet for the Palm Beach Daily News,
provided a lecture prior to the performance of the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra at the Kravis Center, reviewed the
performance by the Chicago Symphony Quartet at the Norton
Museum for the Palm Beach Daily News, provided a lecture
prior to the West-Eastern Divan Ensemble at the Kravis
Center and reviewed the performance of the Escher and Dover
Quartets concert for the Palm Beach Daily News.
Dr. Tim Thompson, professor of music, was the guest
speaker at the Palm Beach County Music Teachers Association
meeting. Additionally, he was selected to be the program
chair for the 2020 national conference for the Association for
Technology in Music Instruction to be held in Miami.

Marshall E. Rinker Sr. School of Business
Dr. John P. Hayes, professor of marketing and
communications, earned the Certified Franchise Executive
designation from the International Franchise Association’s
Institute of Certified Franchise Executives. Hayes is the Titus
Chair for Franchise Leadership and director of the Titus
Center for Franchising. Amidst the challenges brought by
COVID-19, the center continued its far-ranging programs
by offering franchise conferences via Zoom and by starting
Franchise Hotseat, a web series that gives rising franchisors
the chance to seek the mentorship, advice or financial support
of established leaders of the franchise community.
Dr. David Smith, professor of management in the Rinker
School of Business, served as the keynote speaker at the
Annual National Center for Academic Evaluation and
Accreditation Forum in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the premier
accreditation body for universities in Saudi Arabia.
Dr. Alexandra C. Cook, associate graduate professor of
accounting, served as treasurer of the Florida Family Office
Forum and Executive Committee member for Young Friends
of the Palm Beach Symphony. She was inducted as a member
of ENRICH - Florida Women in Family Office. Cook was a
panelist at non-academic conferences, such as Opal’s Impact
Investing Forum and Opal Real Estate Investment Summit,
and was the speaker at a Probate and Pumpernickel event. She
also served on the Alumni Board of Palm Beach Atlantic.

School of Nursing
Added two new concentrations under the Nurse Practitioner
Track: Adult Gerontology Primary Care and Psychiatric
Mental Health. Over the past four years, students from the
original track, Family Nurse Practitioner Primary Care, posted
an overall pass rate of 97.96 percent for the Family Nurse
Practitioner Certificate exam.
Received a renewed grant for $100,000 from Palm Health
Foundation for the Volunteer Nurse Corps. Dr. Fontaine
Timmer, director, and Dr. Deborah Morgan, associate
professor and faculty advisor, lead the grant-sponsored work
for vulnerable populations in Palm Beach County.
Dr. Bri Andrassy, assistant professor of nursing, again led the
Nursing Global Health Mission Trip and also helped with the
Bahamas Medical Hurricane Dorian Relief in September.
Dr. Lynn Erickson, RN to BSN Track chair and associate
professor, was advisor to the Student Nurse Association.
Dr. Phyllis King, dean and professor of nursing, received
the 2019 Excellence in Educational Research Award, 30th
International Nursing Research Congress, Sigma Theta Tau
International Honor Society in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.
Dr. Jennifer Kuretski, associate dean and associate professor
of nursing, held several offices, including: Palm Beach
County Nurse Practitioner Council, president; Florida
Comprehensive Planning Network, through AIDS Institute,
Area 9 representative; and Palm Beach County Community
Prevention Partnership, committee member.
Dr. Deborah Morgan, professor of nursing, was elected to
the Research Committee of the Florida Organization of Nurse

Executives and to the board of the American Association of
Critical Care Nurses, Palm Beach County Chapter.
Dr. Sandra Ojurongbe, associate professor of nursing, became
board certified as a Psych-Mental Health Nurse Practitioner.

Orlando Campus
Hosted the second annual Servant Leadership Conference for
local business, church and community leaders. The theme was
“It Starts With You.”
Conducted Facebook Live discussion featuring Shannan
Lewis, campus coordinator; Martha Christlieb, admissions
counselor; and Jeremy Couch, executive director; on the
topic “The fears and challenges of returning to college.”
Conducted a webinar on the topic, “Ten things every adult
needs to know before returning to school.”
Dr. David Piccolo, program coordinator and associate
professor of leadership, was asked to serve on the board of the
Christian Education Association of America.
Laura Rendon-Finnell, instructor of counseling, was elected
as vice president of Latino Concerns for the Association for
Multicultural Counseling and Development.

Warren Library
Elizabeth Fairall, digital services librarian, served on the
Business Reference in Academic Libraries Committee, part
of the American Library Association, and on the Information
Literacy Interest Group, part of the Association of Christian
Librarians. She served as a mentor through the Association
of Christian Librarians and as a judge for the PR Xchange
Awards of the Library Leadership and Management
Association.
Michelle Keba, associate librarian for reference, served on
the editorial board for the Journal of Library and Information
Services in Distance Learning. She also helped launch a beta
mentoring program for distance librarians as a member of
the Association of College & Research Libraries Distance
Learning Section Mentoring & Networking Committee.

Accreditation & Assessment and
Dual-Enrollment
Facilitated new program development through the SACSCOC
process for the following: M.S., Computer Science (Fall
2020); M.S., Educational Leadership (Fall 2020); B.A.,
Gaming & Interactive Design (Fall 2020); M.A., Philosophy
of Religion (Fall 2021).
In addition, the new M.A., Intercultural Studies program is
in process for Fall 2021, and a Christian Studies minor is
available for Fall 2020.
New concentrations for Fall 2020 include: Accounting Studies
(MAcc); Business (B.S. Computer Science); Children’s
Ministry (B.S. Elementary Education); Early Childhood
Education (B.S. Elementary Education); Exceptional Student
Education (B.S. Elementary Education); Intercultural Studies
(M.Div.); Mathematics (B.S. Computer Science); Play
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Therapy (B.S. Elementary Education); and Recreation and
Tourism Administration (B.S. Human Performance & Sport).
New certificates for Fall 2020 include Accounting (GR), Bible
(UG) and Franchise Management (UG).
The office coordinated the annual University Planning &
Assessment process, which resulted in 95 percent completion
by the academic units, and 80 percent by the non-academic
units.
The Dual-Enrollment Program collected $41,817 in fees, with
one new school joining the partnership.

Institutional Research & Effectiveness
Provided reports of University data to external organizations
for compliance and marketing, including IPEDS, NCAA,
ICUF, College Board, U.S. News and World Report.
Supported campus decision makers with a variety of
institutional and comparison-school statistics.
Participated in a new task group: BKD Contribution Margin
Analysis, which informs the academic community on direct
costs, revenue and the margin by major and course.
Collected student feedback in 1,251 classes in 2019-20
through IDEA Student Ratings of Instruction survey.
Administered the National Survey of Student Engagement
(NSSE) to 1,452 freshman and seniors and the Faculty Survey
of Student Engagement (FSSE) to 334 faculty.
Participated on the assessment and implementation teams for
PBA’s Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP) on Service-Learning,
“Reach Out, Reach In, Reach Up.”

Admissions
Hosted 19 new virtual traditional undergraduate events as well
as monthly information sessions for graduate, evening and
online programs.
Hosted 1,092
students and
their guests on
campus prior to
the COVID-19
shutdown.
Created a Faculty
Engagement Call
Campaign allowing
faculty to connect
with admitted
students.
Created multiple
virtual residence
hall tours.
Created a virtual
campus tour
in response to
COVID-19.
Launched the “It’s oFISHal” student engagement campaign
for new PBA students.
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Athletics

Center for Biblical Leadership

The men’s basketball team was invited to the NCAA
Division II Basketball Tournament for the first time in
program history, but the NCAA canceled all winter and spring
championships. The team posted a 21-9 overall record and a
13-7 mark in the Sunshine State Conference.

Led by Executive Director Dr. Sam Voorhies, in its first
year the Center: completed a needs assessment and market
scan; conducted some 30 presentations and engagements to
share vision and build internal and external relationships of
credibility for longer-term funding and program development
support; developed a strategy and plan to guide early
customer/client identification and program initiatives;
established a partnership with the National Christian
Foundation of South Florida and piloted the Life Work
Leadership program to launch in January 2021; designed and
implemented a leadership and team development strategy
for the President’s Cabinet; and co-sponsored the Madeline
McElveen Distinguished Preaching Series. (See also page 4
story on the Center’s endowment from the Watson Family.)

The men’s soccer team played in the NCAA tournament
for the fifth straight year, advancing to the round of 16. The
Sailfish finished the year 15-3-3.
Both the men’s and women’s cross country teams finished
fifth in the Sunshine State Conference Meet, improving from
an eighth place finish the previous year.
The men’s and women’s golf team each earned their first
tournament team championship with the men winning the
Griffin Invitational in Petersburg, Virginia, and the women
taking the Battle for Royalty in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Scholar Awards: A record 345 department academic awards
were given as student-athletes achieved a 3.20 or higher
semester GPA. In addition, 34 students recorded a perfect 4.0
GPA in the spring semester while the department as a whole
posted a 3.25 cumulative GPA for the 2019-20 academic year.
A record 178 different student-athletes received recognition
on the SSC Honor Roll while eight were selected to the
prestigious CoSIDA Academic All-District list and three to the
CoSIDA Academic All-America list.
Individual Athletic Awards: Sailfish won 12 Sunshine State
Conference Player of the Week awards, and seven studentathletes from four programs were honored with all-conference
recognition. Cadu Cusatis from men’s soccer was named the
SSC Player and Offensive Player of the Year while Sam Wolf
from volleyball received the Freshman of the Year award.
Men’s soccer saw seven all-region honors handed out from the
United Soccer Coaches or D2CCA. Cusatis, Wolf and Gunner
Gebelein from men’s lacrosse all received all-American honors.

Chapel
Dr. Eric Mason, lead pastor of Epiphany Fellowship in
Philadelphia, spoke at Christival (Spiritual Emphasis Week).
Chapel Guest Speakers included Dr. Jimmy Scroggins,
Family Church; Chris Tress, Bow Down Church and Urban
Youth Impact; Dr. Jeff Robinson, Grace Fellowship; Dr.
Chris Hall, Renovare; Dr. Heath Thomas, Oklahoma Baptist
University; Roland Heersink, Faith and Work; Jeremy
McKeen, former pastor of Truth Point Church; Rodrigo
Rodriguez, guitarist; and David McCaman, First Baptist
Church Boynton Beach. After services were suspended, Zoom
prayer and worship meetings called Sailfish Strong were held.

Rinker Center for Experiential Learning
Thirty students participated in a semester study-abroad
program, while 88 students and guests enrolled in the classabroad program, going to nine countries.
On spring break 112 travelers spread out on eight service trips:
one sponsored by the Center, one by the School of Nursing,
and six from Campus Ministries and CM Global. All 15 of the
planned summer trips were canceled because of COVID-19.

Student Development
As part of an ongoing effort for student Retention, more
training sessions were given for faculty, staff and students in
using Waypoint, the early alert system for identifying students
having difficulties. As a result, Waypoint referrals increased
by 42 percent over the previous year.
Peer tutoring under Academic Support & Transfer
Experience continued after COVID-19 restrictions by using
Zoom software.
The office of Disability Services registered 72 new students
with disabilities, bringing the total number to 292. That
represents 8 percent of the student population, the highest in
the University’s history.
In Enrichment Workshops, five new topics were included:
Situational Awareness, Mindfulness, Toxic vs. Healthy
Relationships, Overcoming Shyness and Leading as a Team.
The Bridges Scholar Program ended, with its successful
practices incorporated into a more robust program, Propel.
Propel will allow provisional students to earn three college
credits through a hybrid course of online and classroom
experiences over a four-week period beginning in summer.
During COVID-19, Career Development continued to
offer career services and support to students, with a virtual
career fair replacing the in-person recruiting event that had
been scheduled. The department joined with the Alumni
Association to host a Zoom networking event for young
alumni and May 2020 graduates.
Melody Bohannan, Career Peer and Handshake administrator
in the Office of Career Development, won the FloridaAce
2020 Student of the Year Award, marking the second time a
PBA student has won the prestigious award.
DIVE (Discovering Internships as Vocational Exploration)
hosted Shawn Crowley, college recruiter for the company
Cognosante, resulting in four PBA students being hired as
summer 2020 interns with Cognosante.
First Year and Transfer Experience hosted eight Student
Orientation, Advising and Registration (SOAR) events,
three live and five virtual. With 29 First Year Peer Mentors
assisting, 29 sections of FYE 1001 seminar were held. Degree
Planning Parties attracted 284 first-year students.

MOSAIC, the multicultural student organization, offered
a variety of opportunities for the minority student body,
including MOSAIC House, where a diverse group of students
live together and have community fellowship dinners with
faculty and staff leading discussions on race-related topics.
Other MOSAIC programs included a Student Leadership
diversity workshop; the second annual Meet Your Neighbor
for students of color to connect with faculty/staff of color; two
chapel services; racial discussions hosted by Residential Life
staff; and a movie screening and discussion of Just Mercy.
Health and Wellness secured a strategic partnership with
TimelyMD to provide 24/7 medical and mental telehealth
care for all students, beginning Fall 2020. The University
Counseling Center assisted approximately 400 students in
1,500 counseling sessions, with no waitlist periods for any
students. Student Wellness Committee (SWC) activities
included chapel topics related to substance use and mental
health issues as well as the health-related events StressLess
Mental Health Awareness Day and Moonlight Yoga Night.
This office of Residence Life and Student Accountability
focused on the retention of current residential students to reach
the Master Plan goal of 65 percent of undergraduate students
living on campus. This included holistic programming
centered on community development and belonging, further
streamlining the online housing selection process and new
accountability software. In April 2020, during the housing
selection process, there was a 7 percent increase in retention
of students selecting housing for the upcoming year compared
to the previous year.
Closing of residence halls began on March 23, due to the
projected impact of COVID-19. Students returned home safely
for the remainder of the semester to complete their academic
work remotely. Accommodations were given to 25 students
to stay on campus for the remainder of the semester due to
special needs.
Student Activities, Involvement and Leadership (SAIL)
events included Art After Dark, a coffeehouse featuring live
student performances at the Norton Museum of Art; Offbeat,
a Karaoke night in February; Sailfish Jack’d, a strong man
and women competition during Homecoming Week 2019; a
community caroling and tree-lighting event; and Yule Tide
Gala, a Christmas dance drawing 500 students.
The Workship department sponsored 56 service projects
where 1,168 volunteers served 4,088 hours. The Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service broke records, as
Workship collaborated with the Jewish Federation of Palm
Beach County. More than 750 volunteers, including PBA
students, alumni, faculty and staff and members of the Jewish
community served on 20 different projects throughout Palm
Beach County. Since 1968 PBA students have served
3,561,977 hours locally, nationally and globally.
Retiring President William M. B. Fleming, Jr. and his wife,
Pam, established the Fleming Service Scholar Fund,
reflecting their commitment to service and to the vocationally
transformative student experience provided by the
University’s Workship program. Income earned by the fund
will provide scholarships to students involved in community
service within Palm Beach County.
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Finance, Administration and Planning
Business Office: Updated the University’s fixed asset policy.
Reviewed the chart of accounts to increase financial reporting
capabilities and worked with Human Resources to establish
better fringe benefit recording for upcoming fiscal year.
Successfully distributed $1.18 million in CARES funding
from the Federal Department of Education to students as a
result of the COVID pandemic.
Financial Aid: Awarded 4,294 students and disbursed $81
million in scholarships, loans and grants from federal, state,
private and institutional sources. The University’s partnerships
with I3 Group, along with the efforts of the Financial Aid
staff, continue to provide a positive return on investment as
shown on the three-year draft Cohort Default Rate (CDR). The
University’s CDR for the 2016 cohort was only 3.6 percent,
compared to the national average of 10.1 percent.
Campus Information Services (CIS): Implemented Office
365 campus-wide for faculty and staff. Continued heightened
focus on cybersecurity initiatives to protect campus users and
sensitive data from compromise. Distributed monthly S.A.F.E
(Security Awareness for Everyone) email communications
on general PBA cybersecurity resources, phishing avoidance
measures, physical security best practices, summer travel
security recommendations and information security and
privacy practices.
Upgraded streaming technology, touch-interactive surfaces
and remote management systems. Notable completed projects
include Zoom video conferencing implementation and
upgrades to the DeSantis Chapel audio visual technology, the
MacArthur classroom technology and the Helen K. Persson
Hall audio visual technology.
Upgraded campus digital signage infrastructure. All 17
campus digital signs now operate on a network-connected,
centrally managed platform that greatly enhances content
manager capabilities. The new digital signage software allows
for more detailed and high definition content delivery (4K)
and expanded options including weather, RSS, social media
content and streaming video. The updated platform enhances
the University’s ability to distribute emergency messaging.
Campus Safety & Security has the ability to leverage the
system to facilitate mass notification needs.
Completed a major upgrade to the campus ERP system,
Jenzabar. The upgrade saw the creation of new virtual server
resources, reprogramming of over 25 custom built software
integrations and a complete overhaul of the my.pba.edu
website. As the primary enterprise resource management tool
for the University, this upgrade ensures platform stability and
resiliency as PBA continues to leverage Jenzabar resources

Development

2019-2020 Revenue Sources
4%

Gift Report
16%

Net Tuition

1%

Gifts and Grants
Auxiliary Enterprises
Miscellaneous Revenue

79%

$100,000 and greater

Instructional
Instructional Support

10%

Plant Operations and
Maintenance

35%

18%

Academic Support
Debt Service
2%

9%

9%

Auxiliary Enterprises
Student Services
Fringe Benefits

7%

8%

Depreciation

Operating Budget (in millions)
$98.4

$99.4

$101.3

$102.8

$108.6

Theodore R. & Vivian M. Johnson Scholarship Foundation
Farish Family Limited Partnership
Marshall E. Rinker Sr. Foundation Inc.
Luke & Lori Morrow Family Foundation
Fred C. & Katherine B. Andersen Foundation
Marshall & Vera Lea Rinker Foundation Inc.
Loreen Beisswenger Farish Charitable Foundation
Kern Family Foundation
Peter Halmos Family Foundation (Mr. and Mrs. Peter
Halmos)
Sandler Systems Inc. (Mr. and Mrs. Karl H. Watson Jr.)
Palm Healthcare Foundation Inc.

$50,000-$99,999
Willard V. Bennett Foundation
William & Helen Thomas Charitable Trust
The Robert & Deborah Jacobson Charitable Trust
Beulah Kahler College Fund
J.M. Rubin Foundation
Albert E. & Birdie W. Einstein Fund Inc.

15/16

16/17

17/18

Number of Endowed Scholarships
183

189

2016

2017

200

18/19

19/20

208

211

2019

2020

Facilities Management: The Fraser Dining Hall was
renovated over summer 2020, to include a complete redesign
with an open concept kitchen and new equipment. There is
a separate allergy-free kitchen, bakery and breakfast area in
addition to the regular food service areas. A coffee shop will
open soon in the Student Center area as well.
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Palm Beach Atlantic University is grateful to have
contributions from alumni and friends who believe in
the mission of the university and support those beliefs
with their financial investment. Contributions to PBA
fund scholarships, capital projects, programs and
academic enhancements. While space does not permit
us to list all donors here, we recognize every gift as
important to the future of PBA.

Gifts made to the University by
corporations and foundations:

2019-2020 Budget Expenditures
2%

(July 1, 2019 - June 30, 2020)

2018

$10,000-$49,999
C. Kenneth & Laura Baxter Foundation
Lattner Family Foundation
NCAA
Mary Alice Fortin Foundation Inc.
Templeton & Company LLP (Mr. and Mrs. Steven A.
Templeton)
ExxonMobil Foundation
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
The Breakers (Mr. and Mrs. Paul Leone)
Erneston Family Foundation (Mr. and Mrs. James
Erneston)

Community Foundation of Greater Greensboro, Inc.
(Ambassador Bonnie McElveen-Hunter)
Atlantis Pharmacy (Dr. Damien Simmons)
Sidney Kohl Family Foundation Trust (Mr. and Mrs.
Sidney Kohl)
Vaughn-Jordan Foundation
BMS Cat Inc.
Marianne J. Bishop Revocable Trust (Mr. and Mrs. Woody
Bishop)
Children’s Healthcare Charity Inc.
Blue Ocean Capital (Mr. and Mrs. Mark Elhilow)
Sandra M. Houle Trust & Estate
The Council of Independent Colleges
Campbell CFO Services (Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Campbell)
House Family Foundation Inc. (Mr. Joel E. House)
Landscape Lighting Designs LLC (Mr. Van Collier)
Garcia Family Farm LLC (Mr. Joshua Kellam)
John & Nellie Bastien Memorial Foundation
Ernst & Young Foundation

$5,000-$9,999
Executive Women of the Palm Beaches Foundation Inc.
Neurodyn Cognition Inc.
Sunshine State Athletic Conference
Walgreens
Lilly Endowment Inc.
Jupiter Medical Center
Jack Hight Irrevocable Charitable Trust (Mr. Jack Hight)
Esponsor Now Inc.
Florida Crystals Corporation (Mr. and Mrs. Jose P. Fanjul)
Cresset Capital (Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Dunkin)
Jeffrey H. Fisher Trust (Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey H. Fisher)
Bailey Family Foundation (Captain Steve Bailey)
Castle Management LLC (Mr. and Mrs. James Donnelly)
Verizon Foundation
The Merrill G. & Emita E. Hastings Foundation
Stephen C. Freidheim Foundation
BMO Wealth Management
Diane Ramy Faulconer Trust (Ms. Diane Ramy Faulconer)
Bank of America
Kessler Family Foundation (Mr. and Mrs. Howard Kessler)
Learn Our History (Mr. Brad Saft)
Lafferty Family Foundation (Ms. Joan Lafferty)
Blodgett Charitable Fund (Mr. and Mrs. William W.
Blodgett)
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Gifts made to the University
by individuals:
$100,000 and Greater

Mr. and Mrs. Rama R. Mantena
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. McCaffrey

$50,000-$99,999

Anonymous
Dr. and Mrs. John M. Gregory
Mr. James C. Jenkins
Mrs. Richard S. Johnson (Pat)
Mr. Ryan Morgan
Mr. R. Marshall Jones

$10,000-$49,999

Mr. Dale Hedrick and Mrs. Cathleen Burk
Mr. and Mrs. Don W. Chester
Mr. and Mrs. Seth M. Dillon
Dr. John J. and Dr. Sheila A. Rinker
Mr. Alan Scott Whitaker
Ms. Michele Kang
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Forbes
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin Max Glinsky
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Simpson, Jr.
Dr. Alessandro Triulzi
Mr. and Mrs. Chad Ray Cochran
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Michael Cook
Mr. and Mrs. William M.B. Fleming, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. William C. Bradford
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Gaines
Mr. and Mrs. Steven G. Scalici
Mr. and Mrs. Willard M. Rich, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Scott G. Hawkins
Mr. and Mrs. William Wister
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Koenig
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Blodgett
Mr. and Mrs. Paul C. Bremer
Ms. Hildegarde Mahoney
Mr. and Mrs. Gary P. Schroeder

Tax-deductible contributions to Palm Beach
Atlantic University may be directed to:
Palm Beach Atlantic University
P.O. Box 24708
West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4708

Ms. Alice Pannill
Mr. Peter Cobos
Mr. Stephen Harmon
Mr. and Mrs. Jose P. Fanjul
Mr. Scott Hanlon
Mr. Stephen Craig Lindner

$5,000-$9,999

Mr. James K.V. Ratliff Jr.
Dr. Mary K. Copeland
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney A. Stubbs, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Cyrus Freidheim
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel A. Hanley
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Sink
Mr. and Dr. Joel A. VanArman
Mr. William D. Traywick
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Nicklaus
Mr. Ben Starling III
Mr. and Mrs. Brendan Kesler
Mr. John Radtke
Ms. Michele M. Merrell
Mr. David Canepari
Mr. Peter D. Reed
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Dunkin, II
Ms. Beth Neuhoff
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Bung
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Cahill
Dr. Robert E. O’Neil
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Chapman
Mr. and Mrs. William Soter
Ms. Kelli A. Fahey
Ms. Mary Jo Finocchiaro
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Flagg
Ms. Barbara A. Moore
Mr. and Mrs. John Mertz
Ms. Patricia C. McCloskey
Dr. and Mrs. Webb McCanse
Mr. Richard A. Krause
Mrs. Rosemary T. Southard
Mr. James Inglis
Mrs. Diane Hanlon

For assistance with gift or estate planning,
contact PBA’s Advancement office at
(561) 803-2011.
To donate online, go to pba.edu/giving

Alumni Relations
Signature Fundraising Event: The 32nd annual Alumni
Association Golf Tournament held Oct. 12 raised $50,000
for the association’s scholarship fund. Tournament sponsors
included BMS CAT, Advanced Painting Contractors, Saxon
Business Systems, Hill York, Templeton & Company, Hedrick
Brothers Construction, Graystone Consulting, IOA Insurance,
Arrigo Dodge, Preferred Printing, PROforma PNP Marketing,
Signs by Tomorrow and PGA National Resort & Spa. Alumni
gathered for 30 other events, including homecoming activities
and regional meetings in Central Florida, South Florida,
Washington, D.C., and New York City.
Scholarships Awarded: The Alumni Association Scholarship
Fund awarded 64 scholarships totaling $96,000 to
undergraduate students. Recipients Sarah Best and Andre
Elder graduated cum laude. Recipients Nathan McBrayer
and Hannah Sutter graduated magna cum laude. Recipients
Timothy DeMoss, Talia Fradkin and Makayla Richardson
graduated summa cum laude. Recipient Sarah Best was
Outstanding Graduate of the Art Department. Recipient
Timothy DeMoss was Outstanding Graduate of the Cinema
Arts Department. Recipient Talia Fradkin was Outstanding
Graduate of the School of Arts and Sciences. Recipient Nathan
McBrayer was Outstanding Graduate of the Human Health and
Performance Department. Recipient Makayla Richardson was
Outstanding Graduate of the Accounting Department.
Distinguished Alumni Awards: Eight alumni received the
Distinguished Alumni Award at Homecoming Nov. 8: Joshua
Holbrook ’09, School of Arts and Sciences; Rudina Toro
’01, Rinker School of Business; Janie Lacy ’07 M.S., School
of Education and Behavioral Studies; Cynthia Kanai ’16
M.S., Catherine T. MacArthur School of Leadership; Aarron
Schwartz ’96, School of Ministry; Sterling Frederick
’95, School of Music and Fine Arts; Alexandra Renelus
’14/’17/’18, School of Nursing; and Christina Coakley ’11
Pharm.D., Gregory School of Pharmacy.

Annual Fund
The year concluded a two-year theme of the Dream campaign.
The Annual Scholarship Fund raised $445,000. Athletics
brought in 170 new donors, thanks largely to successful peerto-peer campaigns. The new COVID-19 Student Fund raised
more than $25,000 to help students with immediate needs.

Community Services
Hosted more than 6,650 guests on campus. Events included
concerts in the DeSantis Family Chapel featuring Robert
Sharon Chorale and Masterworks and events in the Greene
Complex including Miami Heat practice, basketball
tournaments, volleyball tournaments and Pathfinders. Events
in the Weyenberg Center included Philanthropy Tank,
Treasure Coast Annual Regional Planning Meeting, Titus
Center Franchising Boot Camp, The Art of Story Telling and
PNC Women’s Luncheon series.

Parents Council members were on campus to help welcome
students and their parents at open houses and Welcome Week.
Parents Council members also shared advice and insight
with prospective parents on several virtual Parent Town Hall
meetings in the summer. Parents Council alumni enjoyed a
reunion at Rybovich Marina.
Family Weekend activities including a trivia contest, Workship
variety show at McKeen Towers, theatre production, athletic
events and a symphony concert.
The Parents Fund supported seven scholarships for the
recipients of the Emerging Leader Award.

Probate and Pumpernickel
The prestigious educational series for attorneys and CPAs
had 649 attendees, with programs in West Palm Beach, Fort
Lauderdale, Orlando, Naples, Sarasota and Palm Beach
Gardens, Florida; and Greenville, South Carolina. In May the
program held its first Webex presentation, with attendees from
Naples, Palm Beach Gardens and Orlando.

University Relations and Marketing
Launched a new version of the website PBA.edu, with an
interactive map and a program finder to help prospective
students explore courses of study that fit their personal traits.
Relaunched the PalmPBA app.
Created and distributed a COVID-19-specific edition of the
Experts Guide for media partners. This led to numerous
local television stations and WORLD Magazine reporters
interviewing professors for multiple stories, further
promoting PBA to prospective students and their families and
establishing the faculty as leading experts in their respective
fields.
Conducted an interactive media training in November
to prepare key faculty and staff to share their expertise
when called upon for external interviews. The goal of the
training was to help multiply the number of favorable media
placements by increasing faculty comfort in front of the
camera. More than 20 faculty and staff attended. Israel
Balderas, broadcast veteran and assistant professor of
convergence journalism, did a demonstration.
Shifted numerous graphic design projects in-house, for
significant cost savings. Refreshed design of several
publications and launched a new one: The Quill, with its
podcast, for The LeMieux Center for Public Policy.
Re-designed and re-released the book Miracles and Wonders,
Dr. Donald E. Warren’s firsthand account of PBA’s formative
years. The book is available on Amazon. Proceeds from the
sale of the book benefit the Bebe Warren Scholarship Fund.

Parent Relations

Partnered with the Junior League of the Palm Beaches to
present the Children’s Carousel Concert.
Hosted monthly prayer group meetings for parents.
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2019-2020 Volunteer Leaders
Board of Trustees
Chairman: Timothy S. Sotos
Business Executive (retired)
Vice Chairman: Michael J. Stevens
Rinker Enterprises, Inc.
Treasurer: Timothy David Leuliette
Leuliette Partners LLC
Secretary: R. Marshall Jones
Jones Lowry
The Rev. Walter B. Arnold III
First Presbyterian Church of
North Palm Beach

Scott G. Hawkins
Jones Foster
James C. Jenkins
Esko, Inc.
Mami Kisner
Tabernacle Church
Richard A. Krause
Theodore R. and Vivian M. Johnson
Scholarship Foundation, Inc.
Patrick C. Koenig
Flagler Realty & Development, Inc.
Michael S. Lee ’90
UBS Financial Services, Inc.

Ginger Bills
Bible Study Fellowship

John W. Little III
Gunster Law Firm

Chandra Bill-Rabenecker
Chick-fil-A, Royal Palm Beach and
The Mall at Wellington Green

Thomas P. McCaffrey
KLX Inc.

William Blodgett
LobePro, Inc.
William C. Bradford ’96 MBA
Hanson Professional Services, Inc.
Cathleen Burk
Attorney
Mark C. Campbell ’00
Campbell CFO Services, LLC
(dba Finance of Food)
J. Michael Cook
Business Executive (retired)
Wayne W. Cotton
Cotton Consulting Group
Charles R. Dorsey, Jr.
Business Executive (retired)
John P. Greene III
Business Executive (retired)
Dr. John M. Gregory
Gregory Pharmaceutical Holdings,
Inc.
Daniel A. Hanley
Gunster Law Firm

30

Barbara Moore
Barbara A. Moore, CPA
Dr. Thomas R. Pledger
Business Executive (retired)
Steven Scalici ’95
UBS Financial
Gary Schroeder
Business Executive (retired)
Dr. James H. Scroggins IV
Family Church West Palm Beach
Robert W. Simpson
Business Executive (retired)
The Hon. W. Matthew Stevenson
Senior Judge, State of Florida
Karl H. Watson
Business Executive (retired)
Karl H. Watson Jr. ’87
Forterra, Inc.
Scott Whitaker ’91
AdvaMed

Alumni Association
Board of Directors
President: Annaleah Pappas
Morrow ’93/’97 M.S.
IBM

Vice President: Josué Léon ’11 MBA
Northwestern Mutual
Vice President: Jessica Clasby
’13/’15 M.S.
Florida Sugar Cane League
Secretary: Katrina Dawe
Lewandowski ’16
Bodysite
Nancy Albertz-Schmidt ’05
Pharm.D.
Walgreens Pharmacy
Robert J. Anderson ’94
SweatWorks
Michael Armfield ’98/’02 M.S.
Armfield Group, Inc.
April Bernal-Cleek ’01
EHR Concepts & Illuminative
Daylen Brinkley ’15
Grace Fellowship
Bruce Burk ’10
John B. Clarke & Associates, PA
Victoria A. Chouris ’97/’01 MBA
South Florida Fair and PBC
Expositions

Volunteer Leaders

Women of Distinction
Committee

Ryan Howerton ’09 Pharm.D.
Walgreens Pharmacy

New York City Chapter
John Michael Lyon ’14

Garret “Putnam” Kling ’10
Enhance Advisors, LLC

Washington, D.C. Chapter
Evan Berlanti ’16

Jean G. Marseille Jr. ’05
Legacy Realty & Development

Tampa Bay Chapter
Sarah Rothe Chase ’09

Co-Chair: Frances Fisher

Zach McElroy ’02
Oxygen Development

Alumni Golf
Tournament
Committee

Alicia Blodgett

Matt McKee ’95
McKee & Company Real Estate, Inc.
Nicholas Mohnacky ’06
bundleIQ

Co-Chair: Eileen Burns

Honorary Chair: Denise Hanley
Cathy Flagg
Pam Fleming

Chair: James W. Johnson ’01 C.P.A.
Blue Ocean Capital

Pat Johnson

Ramona “Mona” Zapper Owen ’91
UNIBERK, LLC

Jaime Bethel ’09/’11 MBA
Templeton & Company

Penny Murphy

Kelli Roads ’96
Educator & Community Volunteer

Ray Dorsey
Insurance Office of America

Keith Rossin ’16
MANG, LLC

Ryan Howerton ’09 Pharm.D.
Walgreens Pharmacy

Don Sloan ’73
PBC School District (retired)

Josué Léon ’11 MBA
Northwestern Mutual

Ben Starling III ’92
Southern Philanthropy, Inc.

Zach McElroy ’02
Oxygen Development

Laura Humphrey Titus ’16
Actor & Community Volunteer

Martin Shutterly
Palm Beach Atlantic University

David L. Williams II ’16
BallenIsles Country Club

Johanna Sjöberg ’02
Beautyfool Hair Studio

Don Harp, Lifetime Member

Joby Slay ’98
Harvest Realty Group

Alumni
Chapter Leaders

Sheila Rinker

Wayne and Deretta Cotton,
Founding members
Dee Devine
Vincent and Sally Grillo
Dave and Linda Makepeace
Webb and Beth McCanse
Suzanne Mehregan

Mark Smith
Saxon Business Systems

Dave and Kathleen Michaeli

Atlanta Chapter
Howard Sanders ’91

Britton Cotton ’10
Hamilton Capital

Central Florida Chapter
Matt McKee ’95
Paul Giles ’94

David L. Williams II ’16
BallenIsles Country Club

Jeff Gordley ’97
Nutramedix

Denice Simpson

Robert and Cindy Read, Co-Chairs

Alexandra C. Cook ’93/’94/’94 MBA
Tamarind Partners

Dallas/Ft. Worth Chapter
Trent Lovette ’94

Katherine Shenaman

Parents Council

Jared Southworth ’13
Southworth Fuel Solutions, Inc.

Natalie Diaz ’11
TrueiVision, LLC

Evelyn Mahanes

Dan and Kendra Pearson
Enrico and Laura Pucci
Joe and Patty Ripp
Donald and Shirley Scott

Karen Hilo ’02 MBA
Sea Level Consulting
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Volunteer Leaders

Volunteer Leaders

Gregory Leadership
Council

Dr. John M. Gregory
Founding co-chair
Gregory Pharmaceutical Holdings,
Inc.
Dr. Joseph R. Gregory
Founding co-chair
Gregory Management Company

Patrick Moody ’76
Amy Moody
Margarita Gonzalez
Dr. Ray Underwood
Dr. Gerald Wright
Kathy Wright
Dr. Dale E. Locke ’84

Mary Ann Blessing
Kingsway Charities

David O’Malley

Jason Carlson, Pharm.D.
Publix

Orlando Campus
Advisory Board

Rena Coll, Pharm.D.
Pfizer, Inc.
Terry Gubbins, RPh
Past President, Florida Pharmacy
Association
Paul Leone, President,
The Breakers Palm Beach
Raj Mantena
Integra Connect
Cristina M. Medina, Pharm.D.
CVS Health
Greg Nazareth, RPh, MBA
Wal-Mart
Wesley Rohn, Pharm.D.
Walgreens
Damien Simmons, Pharm.D.
Atlantis Pharmacy
Michele Weizer, Pharm.D., BCPS
JFK Medical Center Department
of Pharmaceutical Services
David Wright, RPh, CPh
Butterfield’s Pharmacy & Medical
Supplies

Shannon Faith Walsh, chair
Global Equanimity Advisors
Sean Bates ’92
Marriott Vacations Worldwide
Cynthia Blackwell
Cynthia Blackwell Consulting
Dr. George Cope
Vision Orlando
John Crossman
Crossman & Company
Jim Hoge
Z88.3 FM Radio
Janie Lacy ’07
Life Counseling Solutions
Daria Monroe ’12
Women’s Hope Medical Clinic
David Outing ’06
Corporate Care Partners

Marshall E. Rinker Sr.
School of Business
Advisory Board

School of Ministry
Advisory Council

Alan Crowetz
Infostream

Gregory Hazle

Brian McPherson
Gunster Law Firm

Dr. Robert Norris
Ashley Sink
Justin Sink
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Joseph Dowds
Retired, formerly with Deloitte

Ryan Morgan
Arrow Consulting & Design

Rob Morris
Chick-fil-A
Kim Ratterree
PNC
Scott Roads
Spectra Investment Management
Steve Templeton
Templeton & Co
A.J. Titus
United Franchise Group
Misty Travani
Travani and Richter
Bill Traywick
Retired, formerly with P&G and
Kellogg

School of Nursing
Advisory Board

Lois Gackenheimer
Executive Director & President,
Academy of Nursing and Health
Occupations
Karen Gilbert
VP Quality Assurance, Alzheimers
Community Care Alzcare
Linda Bataille
Broward Health Centers
Bernadette Macy
Program Administrator, Catholic
Charities
Jeff Lefton
Director Behavioral Health Services,
Fair Oaks Pavilion
Rosemarie Hayes
Hayes Legal Nurse Consultants
Tina Dochniak
Owner, Ideal Family Practice
Mary Cleary-Ierardi
President, Inter-Faith Health &
Wellness
Holly Horvath
Jerome Golden Center

Jackie Adames
Facilitator (Spanish River Church),
Nurturing Your Newborn
Abigail Goodwin
VP Grants & Community Investments,
Palm Healthcare Foundation
Sylvia Stradi
Chief Nursing Officer, Palms West
Hospital
Julie Quattlebaum
Patient Navigator, St. Mary’s Medical
Center
Eric Kelly
President, Quantum Foundation
Dana Sheehan
Nurse Practitioner, AllCare Health
PACE
Donna Small
Chief Nursing Officer, St. Mary’s
Medical Center
Mary Richt
Senior Director, Knowledge Center,
Trustbridge
Kala Blakely
Instructor, University of Alabama at
Birmingham

LeMieux Center
for Public Policy
Advisory Board

Nick Sadowsky
UBS Financial Services

James Burns
KKR

Titus Center
Advisory Board

James Donnelly
Castle Group

Robert Jones
Edwards Global Services, Inc.

Bob Dunkin
Cresser Wealth Advisors

William “Bill” Edwards
Edwards Global Services, Inc.

Mary Jo Finocchiaro
InnFACT Advisors, LLC

Warren Lewis
Akerman LLP

Frances Fisher
Philanthropist and Volunteer

Monica Feid
BizCom Associates

Mitzi Freidheim
Philanthropist and Volunteer

Scott White
Bizcom Associates

Gay Gaines
Activist and Philanthropist

Butch Mogavero
Boulder Designs and Border Magic

Robert Ganger
Gulfstream Consulting Group
Hannes Hunschofsky
Hoerbiger Corporation of America
Joshua Kellam
ESG Companies

Michele Walder
Clinical Nurse Educator, VA Medical
Center

Michele Merrell
Merrell Consulting Group

Shirley Bartolome
Clinical Educator, Wellington
Regional Medical Center

Brad Saft
EverBright Media

Brian Burns
Burns Law Enterprises, LLC

Mary Stone
Adjunct Professor

Fontaine Timmer
Director, Volunteer Nurse Corp

Richard Reikenis
Reikenis and Associates, LLC

Thomas Scott
Brand Journalists
Paul Bosley
Business Finance Depot
Laura Lewis
Canada Lewis & Associates
Mike Stone
CertaPro Painters

Mario Murgado
Brickell Motors

Rob Morris
Chick-fil-A

Joe Negron
Florida State Senate
Beth Neuhoff
Neuhoff Communications

Christy Wilson Delk
Christy Wilson Delk - Franchise
Speaker

Dr. Robert O’Neil
The Stronach Group

Carolyn Bolton
Dental Fix

John Radtke
Advisors Asset Management

Doug Dwyer
Dream Maker Bath and Kitchen

James Ratliff
Southwood Family Holdings, LLC

John Diep
Enterprise Florida, Inc.

Carol Milliken
Director of Excellence in Nursing
Professional Practice and Education,
Jupiter Medical Center
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Volunteer Leaders

Lorne Fisher
Fish Consulting, LLC

Sheila Fischer
MFV Expositions

Ray Titus
United Franchise Group (UFG)

Daniel Collins
Franchise Business Development

Tony Valle
NextGen/ElmPerform

Brady Lee
United Franchise Group (UFG)

Gary Gardner
Franchise Update Media

Cheryl Babcock
Nova Southeastern University

Corey Saban
Videobolt

Keith Gerson
FranConnect

Tony Foley
One Hurricane

Madison Jobe
Wingstop Restaurants

Geoff Seiber
FranFund

Gary Findley
Restoration1

William Fowler
Xpresso Delight

Stan Friedman
FRM Solutions

A.J. Titus
Signarama (UFG)

Martina Echevarria
U.S. Commercial Service

Jeff Panella
Green Home Solutions

Barbara Garcia
TBC Corporation

Kathryn Dye
U.S. Commerical Service

Red Boswell
IFPG

Terri Hoskins
TBC Corporation

Brian Margolis
CRANK

Shawn Griffin
Interim Healthcare of the Treasure
Coast

Kieth Burley
TBC Corporation

Guy Norberg
CRANK

Lenny Valentino
TBC Corporation

Shay Berman
Digital Resources

Frank Costello
TBC Corporation

Charles Guzzetta
BurgerFi

Bill Luce
Transworld Business Advisors (UFG)

Erik Amick
Chick-fil-A

Gerry Henley
Launch to Growth, LLC
Dan Dubell
Legacy Ventures Network/Fully
Promoted
Alan Burger
McDonald Hopkins, LLC
Tom Portesy
MFV Expositions

Cory J. Hibbard
Transworld Business Advisors (UFG)
Ken Hutcheson
U.S. Lawns

Cover
Photos

Front: Students enter the lobby of their
new home, Watson Family Hall. Located
at the corner of Pembroke Place and
South Dixie Highway, the residence
features apartment-style units with full
kitchens. (See pages 4-7.)
Back: Lyn Guinsatao and Elijah
Hillman in the PBA Dance Ensemble’s
performance in Rinker Playhouse at
The Kravis Center for the Performing
Arts. This number, “Water Like Glass,”
was choreographed by Victor Trevino.
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Enjoying
new
studio

PBA at a Glance

Academic Programs

• 55 undergraduate majors
• Evening undergraduate degrees in business administration,
Christian studies, ministry, organizational leadership and
community psychology
• Graduate programs in accountancy; business administration
(concentrations in accounting, enterprise systems, finance,
global development, marketing and project management);
Christian studies; clinical mental health counseling;
marriage, couple and family counseling; school counseling;
general counseling studies; divinity, global development and
leadership
• Professional degree programs in health systems leadership,
nursing practice (concentrations in adult gerontology primary
care, executive leadership, family nurse practitioner and
psychiatric mental health) and pharmacy
• Degrees offered: B.A., B.G.S., B.S., B.Mus., B.S.N., D.N.P., M.A.,
M.Acc., M.B.A., M.Div., M.S., M.S.N., Pharm.D.
• Some of the semester-long study abroad programs offered
are in Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Czech Republic,
England, France, Italy, Jordan, Peru, Scotland, South Africa,
South Korea, Spain and Uganda.

Sarah Best, first-place winner in the student art
show, poses with one of her works in the new
Visual Arts Studio. Formerly a paint store, the
building has been completely renovated.

Enrollment - Fall 2019
• Total 3,699
• 1,172 residential students
• 18,000+ alumni

Activities
•
•
•
•
•
•

Member of the NCAA Division II, Sunshine State Conference
18 men’s and women’s intercollegiate sports
Dynamic intramural program
100+ student music, theatre and dance performances annually
Student newspaper (www.thebeacontoday.com)
Opportunities for involvement and leadership in 40+ social,
professional and religious clubs and organization

Workship: A Tradition of Service

Workship is a distinctive community service program that
responds to human needs with Christ-like action in the
community and the world. Through community service, students
can discern their vocation and develop a life-long habit of servant
leadership. Since 1968, Palm Beach Atlantic students have
volunteered more than 3.5 million hours.

Accreditation

Online Programs

Palm Beach Atlantic University is accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges
(SACSCOC) to award the following degrees: bachelor’s, master’s,
doctor of pharmacy, and doctor of nursing practice. For questions
about the accreditation of Palm Beach Atlantic University, contact
the Commission on Colleges at:

Faculty

1866 Southern Lane
Decatur, GA 30033-4097
(404) 679-4500 or www.sacscoc.org

• Undergraduate degrees in ministry, organizational leadership,
community psychology and RN to BSN
• Master’s degree in leadership
•
•
•
•

Undergraduate student-faculty ratio: 12 to 1
Average day undergraduate class size: 17
89% of undergraduate classes have fewer than 30 students
83% of full-time teaching faculty hold the highest degree in
their field
• 178 full-time teaching faculty

Persons wishing to review documents related to the accreditation
of Palm Beach Atlantic University should contact the Assistant
Provost for Accreditation and Assessment at (561) 803-2050.
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901 South Flagler Drive
P.O. Box 24708
West Palm Beach, FL 33416-4708
(561) 803-2000

@PBAUniversity

@pbauniversity

@PBAUniversity

@palm-beach-atlantic-university

PBAVideo

