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Dear Friends,

At commencement on May 6, as I listened to 
the uplifting challenge from our guest speaker, I 
considered the value in looking back and looking 
forward — and being thankful in both.

Dr. Jay Strack, founder and president of Student 
Leadership University (SLU), looked back to his early 
years: a painful time of broken home, abuse, detention 
centers and substance abuse. But then he told how 
Jesus Christ redeemed and transformed his life. 

“Now, by the grace of God,” said Strack, “I have, 
and you have the opportunity to write the narrative 
of our lives.” He called upon the 500-plus graduates 
“to make all the matters and moments of our life 
count,” by cultivating “relentless integrity, aggressive 
collaboration and resilient faith.” 

Looking out over the crowd at the South Florida 
Fairgrounds Expo Center, I smiled as I thought of the 
ways the PBA family is already living out those values, 
and I thanked God for the ways our alumni will bless 
their communities in the years to come.

In this issue of Current magazine you can look back 
and look forward with me, and I think you’ll share my 
thankfulness and excitement.

We look back at the wonderful service rendered 
here by the late Dr. Ray “Doc” Robinson. We look 
forward to the multiplied blessings being brought 
through the many young people Doc touched with his 
ministry of music and mentoring.

We look back over the faithful coaching and 

mentoring by Chris “Suds” Southard, our part-time 
lacrosse coach for so many years. We look forward to 
exciting growth in character-building PBA athletics, 
as the university adds varsity teams, completes the 
Marshall and Vera Lea Rinker Athletic Campus and 
enjoys membership in the Sunshine State Conference.

We look forward to the fruit of new academic 
ventures, like the Master of Accountancy program and 
the creative apprenticeship going on with Master of 
Divinity students. As M.Div. students serve and learn 
under pastors like those at First Presbyterian Church 
in North Palm Beach, we see a great example of the 
aggressive collaboration that Jay Strack called for.

From the Class of 2006 we see a creative, 
courageous example of aggressive collaboration, as 
Kristin Braddock and Candice Whitely reach out 
to young Indian women trapped in a cycle of inter-
generational bondage. 

Kristin and Candice call their ministry Sewing New 
Futures. I’m so encouraged by how God is using the 
PBA family to open up new futures in so many people, 
in so many places, in so many ways. 

 
Sincerely yours,

William M. B. Fleming, Jr.
President  

From the
President

President Fleming presented commencement speaker Jay Strack a PBA baseball jersey, No. 17 for the Class of 2017.
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The hopeless have found their hope … oppression 
turning to praise.

The song rising in DeSantis Family Chapel 
aptly set the stage for students to learn 
about Indian women trapped in a nearly 

unimaginable yoke of prostitution. And more 
importantly, the students would learn how they could 
help bring hope to such hopeless.

“The community we’re working with, they’re labeled 
as criminals,” said Kristin Braddock ’06. “That’s really 
why they’re stuck in the cycle of inter-generational 
prostitution, because of their caste status.”

As part of the university’s Justice Week programs, 

Braddock had come to tell about Sewing New Futures, 
a nonprofit organization that she’s leading with a fellow 
member of the Class of 2006, Candice Whitely. The two 
are reaching out to women in the Perna caste, offering 
them an alternative to prostitution and a fellowship of 
love and acceptance.

“These kids are born labeled as outcasts,” said 
Braddock. Because of long-established cultural practices 
and prejudice, women in this caste are blocked from 
education and job opportunities, she said. They typically 
marry as young teens, “purchased” by their in-laws for 
thousands of dollars. 

“Then they’re expected to work off that bride price 

Two alums reach out to Indian girls snared in prostitution
by prostitution,” Braddock said. “They’re forced into 
servitude by their family.”

Braddock began to learn about the plight of the 
Perna women a few years after graduating from PBA. 
She went on a church mission trip to India and later 
moved there to work with a large organization fighting 
sex trafficking.

As she got to know people in the community, “the 
girls would bring me things they would sew and they 
would ask if I could sell them back in my country.” 
Braddock did so, and amazed the girls with the money 
their handiwork generated. They responded: “We want 
to do this all the time.”

Braddock had majored in organizational 
communication and also had taken business courses 
at PBA. She wrote a business plan, raised money from 
family and friends, won a small grant and struck 
out on her own with Sewing New Futures.                    
(www.sewingnewfutures.com)

She rented a small place and opened a center where 
young women could come to sew scarves for sale in the 
U.S. and through the Internet. “The first year we really 
struggled,” said Braddock. “I had never run a business 
before. We made a lot of mistakes, but every month we 
got by, somehow.”

Braddock took no salary from the operation, but has 

Candice Whitely '06, above, joined 
the ministry started by her friend 
Kristin Braddock '06. “Once I saw how 
effective it was and how beautiful all 
the girls were, I wanted to join forces 
with them.”

Sewing New Futures 

(Continued on page 6)
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A good administrator, says Dr. E. Randolph 
Richards, needs “a heart to help people be the 
best that they can be.” That’s part of what drives 

him as PBA’s new provost and chief academic officer. 
Richards became provost in mid-May, after serving 

11 years as dean of the School of Ministry and 
professor of biblical studies. Under his leadership the 
number of ministry majors grew from 70 to 300, and 
the school added a fully 
online undergraduate 
ministry degree and two 
master’s degrees.

“Randy Richards has 
the zeal of a missionary 
for Palm Beach Atlantic’s 
mission of engaged 
learning,” said President 
William M. B. Fleming, 
Jr. “He is a distinguished 
scholar, a highly regarded 
author, a sought-after 
international speaker and 
commentator, a seasoned 
academic administrator 
and a favorite professor to 
PBA students.”

Richards has enjoyed 
leading graduate courses 
in advanced Greek and 
serving as a mentor for 
the Scholars Initiative 
with the Museum of the 
Bible and the Ancient 
Manuscripts Project 
at Oxford University. 
But he’s also found it 
“wonderfully energizing” 
to teach a Foundations 
for Christian Ministry 
class full of freshmen.

An Oklahoma native, 
Richards graduated from 
Texas Wesleyan College 
and earned his Master of Divinity and Ph.D. from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He was 
the first in his family to go to college, but now he leads 
a family of scholars. His son Jacob is a 2010 PBA grad 
who earned his Ph.D. in biochemistry and molecular 
biology from the University of Florida College of 

Medicine and is now a lead scientific reviewer for the 
Food and Drug Administration. Jacob visited his alma 
mater in March as keynote speaker for the university’s 
annual Interdisciplinary Research Conference. The 
provost’s older son Josh is an English professor at 
Williams Baptist College in Arkansas, having earned 
his Ph.D. at the University of St. Andrews in Scotland.

 Randy Richards’ wife, Stacia, has been teaching 
business education in 
middle school, but now 
she has retired from the 
classroom so she can 
spend more time at PBA. 
“She has a particular 
passion for the families 
of faculty, especially new 
faculty, helping them to 
make the adjustment to 
PBA,” he said.

It’s a primary goal 
for the provost to work 
with his deans to recruit 
and retain outstanding 
faculty. That’s the key, 
he said, to producing 
graduates “as educated 
citizens and mature, 
thoughtful followers of 
Christ.”

Prior to coming 
to PBA, Richards 
served as chair of the 
Department of Christian 
Missions at Ouachita 
Baptist University in 
Arkadelphia, Arkansas. 
Previously he was chair 
of the Department of 
Religion and Philosophy 
at Williams Baptist 
College. He and 
his wife also served 
as missionaries to 

Indonesia, where he taught for eight years as a faculty 
member and consultant at an Indonesian seminary.

Richards succeeds provost Dr. Gene Fant, who left 
to become president of North Greenville University in 
Tigerville, South Carolina. 

supported herself with consulting 
and various other jobs. She enlisted 
the help of friends for product 
design and ideas, and she kept 
in touch with other PBA grads, 
kindred spirits shaped by the ethos 
of their college years.

“Going to this school changed 
my outlook on a lot of things,” 
Braddock said. She recalled the 
prevailing attitude on campus: “If 
someone was in need, you help 
them,” whether the need was the 
cafeteria worker with a sick son 
or the refugee suffering injustice 
overseas.

Braddock had become involved 
in the university’s Justice Club 
through her friend Candice 
Whitely, a religion major with 
a biology minor. Whitely went 
on to study nursing at Columbia 
University, becoming a nurse 
practitioner and ultimately serving 
two stints in war-torn countries 
with Doctors Without Borders. 
After finishing the second of those 
assignments, in 2015 “on a whim” 
Whitely booked a vacation trip to 
visit Braddock and see what was 
happening inside Sewing New 
Futures.

“I knew from the moment I 
walked into the center that I had 
to be a part of it,” said Whitely, 
in a telephone interview. “Once I 
saw how effective it was and how 
beautiful all the girls were, I wanted 
to join forces with them.”

So Whitely came back to the 
States, filed for 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
status for the organization and 
began to raise funds and sell 
products. The two friends had 
complementary skill sets. “I’m 
a very big-picture person, a 
visionary,” said Braddock. “Candice 
is so good at making sure nothing 
gets lost in the day-to-day.”

With Whitely’s help the 
operation blossomed, buying new 
sewing machines and expanding 

(Continued from page 5)

programs and services. Now it 
offers daycare for children at the 
center, as well as hygiene camps and 
other health programs for a very 
needy population.

Braddock and Whitely continue 
to support themselves through 
other employment so that Sewing 
New Futures revenue all goes to 
help “their girls.” They take turns 
going back and forth to India, 
where a staff of four nationals 
continues production. Long 
hours and difficulties abound, but 
Braddock said they’ve learned to 
“focus on the wins,” wins like the 
17-year-old who came to them 
in tears after her husband began 
forcing her into prostitution. 

Sewing New Futures offered this 
girl a safe, alternative way to earn 
money, but her husband wouldn’t 
allow it. Finally he agreed, “if you 
can pay back her bride price in one 
month.”

The cost was $5,000, a staggering 
sum in that economy. “Candice and 
I just prayed, and it happened,” said 
Braddock. “We got the donations 
for the exact amount she owed.”

Now the young mother is happily 
working at the center, where she 
and her son are safe. And her family 
“has made a total 180,” seeing the 
results, said Braddock. “It’s been 
amazing to see that mindset change, 
which is exactly what we’re trying 
to do.”

After sharing that story in 
chapel, Braddock invited the Justice 
Week crowd to have a part in the 
mission of Sewing New Futures, by 
buying scarves from the website, 
promoting the work and praying. 
“Just having an open heart, open 
for how God can use you is a great 
place to start,” she said.  

Kristin Braddock ’06 shows Bryce Perez products made by "our girls."

New provost Former ministry dean is 
widely respected scholar, 
author and speaker

Dr. E. Randolph Richards
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Veteran cop looks to teach others
As Scott Johnson accepted his Distinguished 

Alumnus Award last fall, he explained how     
he came to PBA only after an unexpected 

response to this declaration: “Dad, I really want to 
become a Marine.”

“You can’t,” replied his father. “They won’t take 
recruits on Parris Island with two broken legs.”

“But Dad,” said the 18-year-old, “my legs are fine.”
At that the elder Johnson put down his newspaper, 

looked his son in the eye and said, “They won’t be, if 
you bring up being a Marine again.”

So the next day Johnson came 
with his father to register for classes 
at Palm Beach Atlantic. The dad had 
been a Marine sergeant and then 
served 37 years as a police officer. 
And though the son didn’t become 
a Marine, he did follow in his 
father’s footsteps after all. He’s now 
been a cop for 23 years, in a career 
marked with honors and increasing 
responsibility.

Johnson has served in three 
police departments. He’s done 
high-speed chases, nabbed bank 
robbers, won a life saving award 
and been named Officer of the Year. 
He’s now recruiter and high liability 
instructor with the Port St. Lucie 
Police Department, where Chief 
John Bolduc describes him as a role 
model for his fellow officers. 

It’s work that Johnson finds very 
fulfilling, but he took a couple of twists and turns to 
get here, and he disregarded his father’s advice.

Johnson entered PBA in 1982, and he reveled in 
the camaraderie he found on the soccer team. “We 
came together in both loss and victory, and that 
cohesiveness was one of my first and truest lessons of 
being a part of something much larger than myself,” he 
said. 

He was a general studies major, lacking a clear 
career direction, and he left school before finishing 
his degree. He worked in the restaurant business, 
becoming a manager at the age of 22. He ventured out 
to Los Angeles, came back home to Florida and talked 
about becoming a police officer.

“Don’t be a cop,” said his father. “It’s just not worth 
it. People just don’t care anymore; they’d just as soon 
hurt you as look at you and then sue you for their 
inconveniences.”

Johnson’s father died in 1993, and that same year 
Johnson went to the police academy. “It just seemed 
like something I needed to do,” he said. The following 
year he was wearing a badge.

In 1999, still a cop, Johnson came back to PBA to 
finish his degree by taking night classes. Once again he 

found friendship and camaraderie. 
“I knew that I had come home,” he 
said.

He studied organizational 
management, and “met some 
amazing professors.” Pam Sigafoose, 
recipient of the Charles and Hazel 
Corts Award for Outstanding 
Teaching, remembers Johnson as 
“very interactive, one of the people 
you depended on in class to put in a 
lot of content.”

Johnson finished his degree in 
2002. Now looking back at his PBA 
experience, he said, “it changed a lot 
of the ways I look at people: not to 
judge people. I think that PBA gave 
me the chance to mold together my 
faith with my education to be able to 
give back,” serving others.

After years of protecting and 
serving, Johnson acknowledged 
it’s now a tough time to be a police 

officer. “But this job is very fulfilling in that we get 
a chance to help others,” he said. “Whether it’s you 
locked your keys in your car today or you’ve got 
someone breaking in your window, we’re still there for 
the same reason. People depend on us.”

Johnson said many cops die just a few years after 
retirement, when they’ve lost that sense of fulfillment 
in serving. After he retires he hopes to become a 
teacher, perhaps in a police academy. His former 
professor Sigafoose has kept up with him over the 
years, and she thinks he’d do well at teaching. “People 
are drawn to him because he cares,” she said. “He cares 
about the community, he cares about his family and he 
cares about his faith.”

Heritage 
of service

“Don’t be a cop,” 
said his father. “It’s 
just not worth it. 
People just don't 
care anymore; 
they’d just as soon 
hurt you as look 
at you and then 
sue you for their 
inconveniences.” 

Johnson’s father 
died in 1993, and 
that same year 
Johnson went to 
the police academy.

Distinguished Alumnus

Scott Johnson holds a frame of 
law enforcement badges from 
his family. Johnson has served 
in three police departments, 
and his father was a police 
officer for 37 years. Johnson's 
two brothers were also officers, 
as was his grandfather.
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To interview Jewly Hight, first you have to 
catch her. As Current magazine sought to do 
that, in one email Hight explained why she’d 

been unavailable: “I made it through the recording of 
a podcast, the co-production and co-hosting of live 
sessions viewed online by half a million folks, speaking 
on a panel and a nonstop string of events.”

For those in the PBA family who remember Hight, 
it comes as no surprise that she’s bustling through such 
a string. In her time at Palm Beach Atlantic she played 
drums in chapel, wrote for the school newspaper and 
excelled in the rigorous Supper Honors Program. 
She finished in 2003, summa cum laude, as the 
Outstanding Graduate of the School of Ministry.

Now living in Music City (Nashville, Tennessee), 
Hight has carved out a professional niche writing 

about country music. She’s published work with the 
New York Times, National Public Radio, Billboard, 
Cosmopolitan and the Oxford American, to name 
just a few platforms. She’s interviewed such notables 
as Keith Urban, Bonnie Raitt and 76-year-old musical 
comedian Ray Stevens. The resulting stories, podcasts 
and video demonstrate a depth that would make 
Hight’s PBA Honors professors proud.

“Jewly’s writing always combines factual integrity 
and emotional specificity,” said Peter Cooper, senior 
music writer at The (Nashville) Tennessean. “If I read 
something from her about someone I’ve never met, 
I feel that I’ve been introduced to that person. Some 
people who write about music trade on snark and 
minutia, while Jewly trades on vivid empathy.”

That empathy runs deep in Hight’s book 

Right by Her Roots, published by Baylor University 
Press. Subtitled Americana Women and Their 
Songs, the book explores the lives and songs of 
eight groundbreaking artists and delves into the 
relationships between their roots and their artistic, 

personal and spiritual 
development. 

The seeds of the book 
sprang from Hight’s 
theological studies. She 
earned a master’s degree 
from Vanderbilt University, 
where she was a research 
assistant in a multi-
disciplinary program on 
music and religion in the 
South. Her book ends with 
a six-page bibliography, 
citing various sociologists, 
critics and theologians, 

but the heart of the book comes from many hours 
interviewing those eight singers and songwriters. 

“As an interviewer, I really want to wrap my head 
around what matters to these people, what are their 
real priorities, how do they view the world, what has 
formed them,” said Hight. She brings her “A game” 
to each interview, grounded in the lessons from PBA 
journalism classes she took in a communication minor.

From her interviews with Julie Miller, for example, 
she saw that Miller’s own childhood abuse gives her a 
great desire “to share God’s comfort and healing” with 
hurting people. Miller has written and sung much 
about wounded girls and women, and abuse victims 
have confided with her at concerts.

In Right by Her Roots Hight told how Miller wrote 
the song Nobody’s Child after being deeply moved by a 
particular abuse victim. Hight called the piece “a crisp, 
Byrdsian folk-rock number.” In the song, she said, 
Miller “promises, with been-there, felt-that empathy, 
that there is a loving, permanent, and safe home to be 
found in divine connection.”

It’s evident that Hight’s background as a musician 
and performer helps her analyze and write about 
musicians and their work. She still plays drums “for 
fun,” and she also dances precision clogging routines. 
When she interviewed Keith Urban she showed him 
video of three dancers clogging on stage to Urban 
songs. (She was one of the cloggers.)

“It wasn’t until I danced to his music that I fully 
appreciated the rhythmic propulsion that sets his take 
on modern country apart,” said Hight. “As we shuffled 
and scuffed to Somebody Like You, Better Life and I 

Told You So, I couldn’t help but admire the cunning 
way he subdivided beats and goosed his grooves with 
syncopation.”

As a writer Hight has chosen the freelance path, 
which takes a lot of hustle. She presents at academic 
conferences and she learns new skills to keep up with 
the evolving platforms in journalism. “You’ve got to 
keep multiple plates spinning,” she said, “but that’s how 
you can be prepared for the next opportunities that 
arrive.”

That multiple-plate concept spins throughout 
Hight’s personal time as well as professional time. As a 
Presbyterian elder she co-chaired outreach efforts, and 
she serves with nonprofit organizations doing “all sorts 
of things for people on the fringes of society.”

She and her husband, Bob Nickerson, love the 
Nashville area’s endless array of festivals, like the 
National Banana Pudding Festival, where one can 
celebrate the ultimate Southern comfort food. 
Sometimes Hight clogs at festivals, and she also 
competes in ultra trail races, running 50 kilometers or 
so on some of the same trails that mountain bikers use.

Dr. Tom St.Antoine ’93, professor in the Supper 
Honors Program, recently caught one of Hight’s pieces 
on NPR’s “Morning Edition,” and it made him recall 
her busy years at Palm Beach Atlantic. “We enjoyed her 
many contributions to our community as an honors 
student, a journalism student and an artist,” he said. 
“Her classmates looked to her for creative and original 
insights, and her leadership enriched all of us.” 
 
 

The beat goes on

Jewly Hight, right, interviews singer Jamila Woods at the Festival of Faith and Music in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Drummer, Honors student 
in her PBA days, alum 
writes about music for 
NPR, Billboard and more

Hight is also a runner, competing in ultra trail races.
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In the classrooms of PBA’s Master of Divinity 
(M.Div.) program, students learn subjects like 
theology, church history, biblical languages. But 

how does a future minister prepare to one day lead a 
worship service or visit anxious folks in the hospital? 
In an innovative approach of experiential learning, 
these graduate students serve apprenticeships at area 
churches, including First Presbyterian Church in 
North Palm Beach, which has embraced the program 
enthusiastically. 

During spring semester five M.Div. students 
were apprenticing at the church, serving in a variety 
of duties tailored to their individual goals. Pastors 
there “have really taken on our students and gone to 
town with them, equipping them and giving them 
experience, increasing their exposure to the whole 
church ministry,” said Dr. Jonathan Grenz, dean of the 
School of Ministry. 

“The apprenticeship is a critical piece to our whole 
strategy for theological education and ministry 
preparation,” said Grenz. Of the 72 credit hours 
required for the M.Div. degree, 12 credit hours come 
through the apprenticeship. To earn those hours, 
students serve 10 to 15 hours per week under the 
direct supervision of a practicing minister.

PBA draws from a pool of South Florida pastors 
who have committed to the program and been trained 
in its requirements. Pastors at First Presbyterian 
Church in North Palm Beach were a natural for the 
plan, given that church’s longstanding partnership with 
PBA.

Senior Pastor Walter B. “Lucky” Arnold serves 
on PBA’s Board of Trustees, Associate Pastor Ron 
Hilliard has been an adjunct PBA professor for years 
and numerous members of the church have PBA 
connections. A key element, said Grenz, is that the 
pastors and lay people alike see themselves as “an 
equipping church.”

“It’s a very healthy church with a very healthy 
ministry,” said M.Div. student Melissa Barciela, “and 
they really want to work with me on my goals and my 
giftings.”

Barciela, a 22-year-old Miami native, studied one 
semester at Oxford University through the David and 
Leighan Rinker Center for Experiential Learning. She 
finished her undergraduate work in December, and 
was honored in May as the Outstanding Graduate 
for the School of Ministry. She has worked with 

12 13

(Continued on page 14)

M.Div. apprentice Melissa Barciela speaks at 
The Way, the contemporary worship service at 
First Presbyterian Church in North Palm Beach. 

Partners for 
experiential 
learning:

'An equipping church' 
welcomes five PBA
M.Div. apprentices 
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Tea raises $15,000 for scholarships
The Alumni Association Afternoon Tea and Silent 
Auction, held April 29 at the Wyndham Grand Jupiter 
at Harborside Place, netted $15,000 for the annual 
scholarship fund. www.pba.edu/tea-17-post

School of Ministry promotions
Dr. Jonathan Grenz has been named dean of the School 
of Ministry and Dr. Justin Hardin named assistant dean 
of the School of Ministry Graduate Department.  
www.pba.edu/som-grenz-hardin

Lane named associate provost
Dr. Nathan Lane has been named associate provost 
for instruction. He will oversee faculty development, 
general education, the Frederick M. Supper Honors 
program and special projects. 
www.pba.edu/lane-appointment

PBA receives United Way award
The United Way of Palm Beach County has presented 
Palm Beach Atlantic University with its 2017 Award 
for Excellence in Service. The award recognized PBA’s 
involvement in the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of 
Service and the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
program. www.pba.edu/United-Way-service-award-17

First Jacobs Scholarship awarded
The first Jacobs Family Foundation Scholarship has 
been awarded to Joyce Villacis ’16. Established in 2016, 
this scholarship assists Wellington residents seeking to 
complete college or pursue graduate degrees at PBA. 
www.pba.edu/jacobs-scholarship-3-2017

News briefs
And details on the Web

Kari Jobe
in 'The Garden'
Contemporary Christian 
music singer and song-
writer Kari Jobe drew a 
sellout crowd of 1,370 for 
her "The Garden Tour" visit 
in the Rubin Arena Feb. 26.

early Greek manuscripts as part of PBA’s partnership 
with the Museum of the Bible being developed in 
Washington, D.C. (www.museumofthebible.org).

Ultimately Barciela would like to earn a Ph.D. 
and teach at a Christian university. “And so with 
that in mind, First Presbyterian has given me a lot 

of opportunity for 
writing and teaching 
Bible studies and for 
speaking in service,” 
she said. 

She’s also helped 
with refugee 
awareness, involving 
church members with 
Bridges Language 
Academy, an outreach 
that involves many 
volunteers from the 
PBA community. 

“She’s a remarkable 
young lady,” said 
Hilliard. He sees 
working with such 
apprentices as “part 

of the DNA” of First Presbyterian. “There’s a real 
willingness and desire to encourage leaders for the 
future of the Church.”

“All the people at First Pres are just so encouraging,” 
said M.Div. student Eric McEwan. “They’ve really 
given me a platform to grow in my calling, and I really 
appreciate that.”

McEwan also earned his bachelor’s degree at PBA, 
graduating in 2015. He’s from Indiana, and moved to 
Florida so that he and his wife, Kate, could study here. 
She earned her Master of Science in Mental Health 
Counseling in 2014 and now works at the ministry 
4KIDS of South Florida.

Thirty-eight-year-old McEwan feels called 
to pastoral ministry, so Hilliard gave him the 

responsibility of teaching the Agape Class, “our long-
running, mature believers class.” Standing in front 
of those 60 or so serious Bible students could be 
daunting, said Hilliard, “but Eric loves it, and they love 
it.”

McEwan has found Hilliard and Arnold to be 
pastors who “not only talk the talk, but who really 
walk the walk.” He’s also received great support 
from laymen like Judge Kenneth L. Ryskamp, a First 
Presbyterian member and PBA trustee. Ryskamp “has 
been a mentor to me,” said McEwan. “It’s been a real 
encouragement.”

Also serving apprenticeships at First Presbyterian 
are Josh Grotke, Dalain Slaga and John Carey. And 
Hilliard has met with two more M.Div. students about 
becoming apprentices for the fall.

“It’s been a great experience for both the students 
and our church,” said Hilliard. “We’re really happy to 
be able to serve and be a part of the PBA community.” 

(Continued from page 13)

Apprentice Eric McEwan teaches adult Bible students.

Associate Pastor Ron Hilliard

The Master of Divinity at Palm Beach Atlantic University
◆ A focus on biblical, historical, theological 
and practical skills
◆ Apprenticeship under the direct 
supervision of a practicing minister
◆ Integration of knowledge, skills and 
character for effective training

◆ Classes meet two days a week
◆ Traditional 3-year degree plan, 
accelerated 2-year plan or part-time 4 + 
year plan

Details: 
learn-well.pba.edu/master-of-divinity

University honors retiring faculty
The university recognized the following faculty 

members retiring with 10 or more years of service: 
Don Butler, associate professor of theatre, 10 
years; Jim Craft, professor of art, 10 years; Dr. Ed 
Langlois, professor of business, 19 years; Dr. Peggy 
VanArman, professor of biology, 28 years; and  
Dr. Joe Eassa, professor of graduate business 
studies, 40 years.

Photo by Ron Hilliard

Thank you!

Your gift to the Life on Purpose Campaign 
means you're helping our students graduate 
and lead purposeful lives.

www.pba.edu/annual-scholarship
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They called him “Doc.” What was it about 
Dr. Ray E. Robinson that made some 60 PBA 
alumni come from as far away as Arizona, 

Colorado, Saint Martin and London to sing at his 
memoriam concert?

The stage of DeSantis Family Chapel nearly 
overflowed on April 3 as those alums joined the 
Oratorio Chorus and Concert Choir singing the Latin 
lyrics of Mozart’s Requiem. It was a fitting piece, a 
classic that Robinson himself had loved, but Requiem 
hadn’t caused all those alumni to devote an extended 
weekend for travel, practice and performing.

“The choir could have been doing Come to Jesus in 
Whole Notes and I would have come,” said Tom Feller 
’99. (That’s not really a song; Feller explained, “it was 
just something Doc said when he got upset when we 
weren’t performing music to the level he expected.”)

Robinson always expected a lot more than lazy 
whole notes. He’d been dean of Peabody Conservatory 
of Music and president of Westminster Choir College 

in Princeton before coming to Palm Beach Atlantic in 
1989. In his 13 years leading the choral music at PBA, 
music alumni say Doc “set the bar very high,” pushing 
them to excel, to give their all.

And excel they did. They studied the great 
composers. They performed the great works. They 
toured Europe, putting in 13-hour days singing and 
learning and keeping up with their high-energy leader.

Robinson launched professional careers for 
countless numbers of his students in music education, 
conducting, music ministry, performance and 
academia. But beyond the classroom and the concert 
halls, he touched students with his hospitality and his 
interest in them as impressionable young people — 
not just musicians.

“Dr. Robinson was a very caring man,” said 
Annaleah Morrow ’93/’97 M.S. “There were many 
days I stopped by his office to say hello, and ended up 
staying for a half hour as he asked me questions about 
what was going on in my life.”

Amy Mitchell Gagel ’00 and others fondly recalled 
the time they spent hanging out at the home of 
Robinson and his wife, Ruth. “That’s the blessing of 
going to a school like PBA,” she said, “the personal 
touches that the professors had on our lives.”

Feller was at the Robinson home when he learned 
his younger sister had been diagnosed with cancer. 
The Robinsons “listened, they comforted, they prayed 
and they just accepted me,” said Feller. “You see, Doc 
was more than a teacher: he was a mentor, a guide, 
someone who took an interest in me beyond my 
musical studies.”

Matthew Perry ’94 said Robinson “just taught me 
that the most important thing about someone was 
their soul and their mind and really who they were as 
individuals. He taught me how your legacy is about 
pouring into others and not just accruing accolades.”

Perry went on to earn master’s degrees in church 
music and divinity and a Doctor of Ministry degree 

16 17

Lux 
aeterna
The light, the legacy 
of 'Doc' Ray Robinson 
means music and 
yet so much more (Continued on page 18)
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in expository preaching. He is now lead pastor 
of Arapahoe Road Baptist Church in Centennial, 
Colorado, and he delivered the message at Founders 
Day Chapel on April 4, the morning after the 
memoriam concert.

“With all the people who poured into me and 
cared about me and believed in me and helped me 
in my spiritual growth, I will always be indebted to 
PBA,” said Perry. “And anything that happened to me 

afterwards, it all got started there.” 
At the concert the music alumni sang elbow to 

elbow with current PBA students, under the direction 
of Dr. Goeffrey Holland, PBA’s director of choral 
studies. At Founders Day Chapel the alumni singers 
joined the Concert Choir in the anthem, When I 
Survey the Wondrous Cross. Ruth Robinson, who had 
taught in the university’s art department, gave the 
chapel invocation.

Ray Robinson retired from teaching in 2003. In 
2004 he took over leadership of the Palm Beach 
Symphony as music director and general manager, a 
post he held until the end of the 2010-11 season. He 
died Oct. 8, 2015, at the age of 82.

“I guess my favorite memory of him was whenever 
we were touring or before a concert, we ALWAYS had 
a time of worship before we went out to perform,” said 
Gagel. “And he always led the worship. He could be 
really tough on you, and he could tell you some really 
tough things, but you knew deep down inside that he 
loved you and he loved Jesus and he wanted you to give 
your best and your all.”

Proceeds from the memoriam concert benefit the 
Ray Robinson Memorial Scholarship Fund. For details 
about the fund and links to video from the concert and 
chapel, see opposite page.

The Robinson family and PBA have established the Ray Robinson Memorial Scholarship. 
By contributing to the fund, you can help maintain the remarkable legacy of Dr. Robinson 
as future PBA instrumental or vocal students are provided financial assistance each year.

A special way to remember and  
honor Dr. Ray Robinson

To give by check, use the postage-free envelope found in 
the center of the magazine. Indicate on the envelope flap that 
you're designating your gift to the Ray Robinson Memorial 
Scholarship fund. 

To give online, visit www.pba.edu/general-giving, where 
below the credit card information you'll find the place to 
designate your gift. For more information call (561) 803-2022.

(Continued from page 17)

Requiem soloists Christian Ramos '02, Robert Comeaux '99, Christina Overton '05 and Melissa Rowell '03/'16 M.S.

Robinson "taught 
me how your legacy 
is about pouring 
into others." 
-- Matthew Perry ’94

Video from the Ray Robinson weekend: 
www.bit.ly/pba-oratorio
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On May 6 the university awarded its first two 
Master of Accountancy diplomas, in a new, 
accelerated program that readies graduates for 

their next steps in a hot career field.
“The job market in South Florida is terrific for 

accounting graduates, particularly for graduates with a 
master’s degree who are ready to sit for the CPA exam,” 
said Steven Templeton, founder and president of the 
professional services firm Templeton & Company. 
Templeton should know about the job market, because 
he’s been recruiting accountants from PBA for more 
than 30 years. His company made a $100,000 gift 
to become the signature sponsor of the Master of 
Accountancy program. 

The new degree fulfills the graduate credit hours 
required for the CPA and prepares students to take 
the CPA exam. With all evening classes, the program 
is designed for working professionals like Krystal 
Thomas and Courtney Gilfilen, the first grads.

“I think it’s important to stay competitive in the 
job market,” said Gilfilen. She grew up in the Fort 
Lauderdale area and earned her bachelor’s degree in 
accounting and finance from PBA in 2004. She’s now 
division accounting manager with The Kolter Group, a 
real estate development and investment firm based in 
West Palm Beach. 

“A couple of years ago I decided I would take the 
plunge and go head-first into starting this plan,” said 
Gilfilen. Going back to school while working full-time 
required some late nights, weekend homework and 
caffeine, she said, “but I’m glad it was as difficult as it 
was, because that will prepare me for my next step that 
I need to do.”

After Gilfilen takes a break from school for a while, 
her next step may be pursuing a Ph.D. in accounting. 

Ultimately, when she finishes her time in the corporate 
world, she’d like to become a university professor of 
accounting.

Thomas, now senior accountant with a healthcare 
facility in Palm Beach County, spent most of her 
accounting career with KPMG Jamaica, in her native 
country. Her goal is to obtain her CPA license and 
advance in the field. 

The new degree program is rigorous, Thomas 
acknowledged, “but once you know how to manage 
your time, that’s the key.” What makes the program 

work are the knowledgeable professors “and their 
willingness to help,” she said. “If you have any 
questions, they’re always available to respond.”

The university has hired two new professors for the 
program, both of them CPAs. Dr. Claire Nash joined 
the faculty in 2016, while Dr. Mary Kay Copeland will 
come in August.

Nash said courses in the program are generally 
case-based, as students study how to account for 
significant financial transactions. But the instruction 
happens within the guiding framework of a Christ-

centered university. “Students have not really 
completed a solution until they have considered the 
consequences of transactions beyond just the financial 
outcomes,” said Nash.

That guiding framework helps meet a vital need in 
the profession, said Templeton. “The honesty factor is 
huge. We’re built on trust in many ways.” 

Dr. Leslie Turner, dean of the Marshall E. Rinker Sr. 
School of Business and professor of accounting, cited 
the impact of Templeton & Company in the university 
developing the new program. Templeton sits on the 
School of Business Advisory Board. “He’s an extremely 
strong supporter of the Rinker School of Business,” 
said Turner, “not only monetarily, but also in wanting 
to hire graduates of our program.”

Templeton’s son, John, a 2002 PBA graduate, is audit 
partner with Templeton & Company.

“We love the PBA graduates,” said Steven 
Templeton. “They are outstanding students, but more 
than that, they are great people. We hire from a lot of 
schools, but PBA has to be our favorite.”

Steven Templeton recalled when he was asked to 
join the Rinker School of Business Advisory Board, 
with the encouragement of the school’s namesake, 
Marshall E. “Doc” Rinker Sr. “Doc Rinker was one my 
heroes,” he said. Rinker, founder of Rinker Materials 
Corporation, was a long-time, generous supporter of 
the university. 

“It’s Doc Rinker’s legacy that continues on through 
all the good things that we are doing at PBA, one of 
which being the master’s program,” said Templeton. 
“It’s an honor to try to do some small bit, as compared 
to what he did.”

The Master of Accountancy Program also benefits 
from a gift by Blue Ocean Capital, a boutique 
investment advisory practice located in West Palm 
Beach.

Courtney Gilfilen '04/'17 MAcc Krystal Thomas '17 MAcc

Master of
Accountancy
New degree prepares 
students to sit for the 
CPA exam, positions 
them for career advance

The MAcc, a new degree 
from the Marshall E. Rinker Sr. 

School of Business

learn-well.pba.edu/macc

◆ Classes held during weekday evenings
◆ Earn your degree in 12 to 18 months
◆ Personalized attention, with classes 
limited to no more than 25 students
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From the lacrosse team jerseys you get a quick 
clue that these Sailfish have been working on 
more than just skills for the playing field. Their 

right sleeve proclaims the word FAMILY, and the left 
sleeve reads PRV 27:17, a reference to this proverb: 
“Iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”

For some 16 years coach Chris “Suds” Southard has 
led that sharpening, with a long-term view, looking 
beyond the lacrosse field into the future roles these 
young men will fill as leaders, husbands, fathers and 
disciples of Christ. 

“Coach Suds’ focus on building men of honor 
has shaped the legacies of countless Sailfish lacrosse 
alums,” said Jayson Schmidt ’11, who has played and 
coached under Southard. Schmidt speaks gratefully 
about “Coach Suds and his relentless ability to make 
people better.” 

This coach and mentor has led the lacrosse squad 
that competed as a club team. Now he steps aside as 
PBA lacrosse becomes a varsity sport and the Sailfish 

gain a full-time coach.
Southard coached as a sideline to his position as 

director of evangelism, college and family ministries 
at First Presbyterian Church in North Palm Beach. 
Lacrosse players like Jared Morris ’13 have seen a 
pastor’s heart in their coach. 

“He has a real gift of relating to younger men and 
walking with them,” said Morris. “He always seemed 
to care about us first and lacrosse second; maybe that’s 
what made it enjoyable.”

That’s not to say that the Sailfish took their lacrosse 
skills lightly. Over 10 seasons in the Men’s Collegiate 
Lacrosse Association (MCLA), Southard’s squads 
posted 88 wins against 51 losses. This season the 
Sailfish made it to the MCLA national tournament 
for the second time, and the SouthEastern Lacrosse 
Conference (SELC) named Southard Division II Coach 
of the Year.

(Continued on page 24)

Coach, pastor 
and mentor  

'Suds' Southard, SELC 
Coach of the Year, 
ends his time leading 
PBA squad as lacrosse 
becomes varsity sport

"You guys are what abundant life 
looks like," Southard told his team, in a 
huddle before their last home game.

Adding to the messaging on his Sailfish 
jersey sleeves, midfielder Aaronwyn 
Austria's helmet references Philippians 
4:13, " I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me."
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The Sailfish played their last 
home game under Southard on 
April 8. As has been his custom, 
the coach gathered his players for 
prayer just before the game began. 
“Thank you for my brothers,” 
prayed Southard.

“Men, the Father has given us 
His son, who’s given us abundant 
life,” Suds told his team, “and you 
guys are what abundant life looks 
like.”

A large crowd at the Marshall 
and Vera Lea Rinker Athletic 
Campus saw the Sailfish end their 
home season with a 20-3 win over 
Eastern Florida State College. After 
the game, Southard called out to 
the visiting team:

“Guys, come over. Let’s take a 
knee together.” Members of the 
visiting team gathered around, 
along with Sailfish players, alumni 
and friends. “PBA’s been taking a 
knee with other teams for about 16 
years,” Southard told them, before 
sharing thoughts looking forward 
to Easter.

“After every game he would 
share the love and truth of Christ,” 
recalled Morris. “I’m thankful for 
the season I had with him and the 

time he invested in me as well as 
everyone.”

“It has been the highest honor 
to sit under his leadership,” 
said Schmidt. “His love for 
people is unmatched and simply 
immeasurable.” Schmidt began 
playing lacrosse under Southard in 
2006. Since graduating, he’s assisted 
Southard in various roles: offensive 
coordinator, head of recruiting and 
director of operations.

Next season as PBA offers 

varsity lacrosse for men and 
women, Schmidt will coach the 
women’s squad. Stephen Tempone 
will join the staff to coach the 
men. (See photos and information 
below.)

Count on Suds to continue to 
support PBA lacrosse. As he sent 
the team out on the field for their 
last home game, he told them, 
“Know I’ll be praying for you every 
day.”

Save the Date: John & Sheila Rinker Sports Center 
Dedication September 14

Sailfish milestones

As the Sailfish wrapped up spring sports and 
celebrated the accomplishments of the year, 
workers neared completion of the John & 

Sheila Rinker Sports Center, a key ingredient in PBA’s 
status as a full-fledged member of the Sunshine State 
Conference (SSC).

“We’ve fulfilled everything as required by the SSC,” 
said Carolyn Stone, director of athletics. The new 
28,000-square-foot sports center will provide permanent 
locker rooms, as well as coaches’ offices and facilities 
for athletic training and strength and conditioning. The 
center is on the 76-acre Marshall and Vera Lea Rinker 
Athletic Campus on Parker Avenue. 

The Rinker Sports Center will be dedicated at a 
ceremony Sept. 14. For more details on the center, 
including remaining naming opportunities, see page 31.

On Aug. 1 coaches will report to work at the new 
building, Stone said. 

Among the coaches will be those for the university’s 
first varsity lacrosse teams. (See opposite page.) The 
lacrosse coaches already have begun recruiting, with 
competition to begin next spring.

The Sailfish also will add a men’s cross country 
team, joining the women’s cross country squad, which 
already has been competing under coach Maryellen 
Powers. Both teams will train at the Rinker Athletic 
Campus, and will run distance track events in the 
spring. Powers will coach both the men and women.

Adjacent to the new sports center, workers 
have installed permanent spectator seating for the 
championship court of the Mitch Gornto Tennis 
Center. With its 13 courts, the center was the first 
tennis facility in the U.S. to be tested and recognized by 
the International Tennis Federation. That recognition 
focuses on venues for hosting elite-level competitions 
that demand precise playing surfaces. 

Stone reflected on the remarkable progress she’s 
witnessed at the athletic campus during the five 
years she’s been with PBA. “I don’t know of any other 
university our size that could do something like that in 
that amount of time,” she said. “I can’t even imagine, 
20 years from now, the impact that campus will have 
had on our students, on our graduates and on our 
community.” 

Hit record smashed

(Continued from page 23)

New coaches lead 
men's and women's 
varsity lacrosse

Stephen Tempone 
Men's coach

 Jayson Schmidt ’11 
Women's coach

Stephen Tempone has joined 
the Sailfish coaching staff to lead 
the men’s lacrosse squad. He 
comes from New York Institute of 
Technology, his alma mater, where 
he was offensive coordinator of the 
lacrosse team.

Jayson Schmidt ’11 will coach 
the women’s squad. He played on 
the Sailfish lacrosse club team and 
also assisted coach Chris “Suds” 
Southard. 
 Both varsity teams will open 
their season spring 2018.

Sailfish fans brought a cake to coach "Suds" Southard's final home game.

Senior Sean Visconti (at bat and left) 
broke PBA's all-time hits record and 
ended his Sailfish playing time with 
254 hits. He and volleyball junior Sarah 
Ragland (right) were named Athletes 
of the Year. www.bit.ly/2rmg5mm

John & Sheila Rinker Sports Center 
a key to SSC membership
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Be All You Can Be 
   Kiana Rivera, right, explains the public relations campaign 
she and her teammates Holly Wetzel, left, and Cadrian Axelson 
conducted for Jupiter Christian School. Rivera holds a sample 
jar of honey, with octagonal tag directing the recipient to a 
website outlining Jupiter Christian's new strategic plan.

Dr. Wes Jamison, 
who teaches Public 
Relations Campaigns,  
earned a Ph.D. 
from Oregon State 
University, where he 
studied interest group 
activism. He also is 
a Ph.D. candidate in 
public relations at the 
University of Florida. 

In late April a team of three PBA public relations 
students came before the Jupiter Christian School 
Board of Directors to present the findings of 

their research project for the school. Armed with 
PowerPoint, video and hard copy “executive summary,” 
the students looked out over a group of seasoned 
executives. The pressure was on for this student team, 
and that’s just the way their professor likes it. 

“High risk, high reward, under intense pressure,” 
said Dr. Wes Jamison, associate professor of 
communication. It was the culmination of an intense, 
semester-long project in Jamison’s course Public 
Relations Campaigns, a “capstone” course designed to 
stretch students to the limit and finish preparing them 
for the real world of public relations. 

In a sense, these students were already in that real 
world, because they had formed a limited liability 
company, contracted with Jupiter Christian School 
(JCS), done extensive research and conducted a 
branding campaign for the school. The team, Holly 
Wetzel, Cadrian Axelson and Kiana Rivera, actually 
had begun work on the project over Christmas break, 

because they’d heard this course was “a bear.”
“We had known from previous students who had 

taken the class that it’s a really difficult course, and it’s 
going to push you a lot,” said Axelson. “So I think we 
all had mixed feelings of this huge, dark cloud that was 
coming, but at the same time we knew it was going to 
be something that would shape us.”

Jamison’s method is to divide his class into teams, 
with each team to take on a real-life public relations 
project for an outside organization. The teams begin 
with research, studying academic findings and also 
studying the organizations they are to serve.

For the research at Jupiter Christian, Axelson, 
Wetzel and Rivera sought to build relationships with 
JCS students and learn why they attend there and 
how they feel about the school. Team members even 
joined JCS students on trips to Dominican Republic 
and Costa Rica. “When you get students out of school, 
they start to talk to you and open up about their 
experiences,” explained Rivera.

The PBA students learned much about the 
impressions that JCS students and others had about 

the school. The research led to suggested goals for 
the school to improve and unify its “messaging,” its 
communications to students, parents and faculty.

Next the team developed and conducted a campaign 
designed to create awareness and build acceptance of 
the strategic plan of JCS. They created a bee logo and a 
theme, “Be All You Can Be,” around the idea of “being 
who God has called you to be.”

The PR students used fliers, 
stickers, social media, chapel 
messages and 400 souvenir jars of 
honey to spread the word, “creating a 
buzz” in the JCS community. Jamison 
has worked with student projects for 
20 years, and he concluded: “This 
is one of the single best branding 
campaigns I’ve ever seen.”

The response from Jupiter 
Christian School was enthusiastic. 
Dr. Joseph Kloba, retired PBA 
provost and now chairman of 
the JCS Board of Directors, said 
Axelson, Wetzel and Rivera made 
“a stellar presentation” to the board. 
“They weren’t seen as ‘students’ by 
those present, but as confident and 
expert ‘professional consultants’ who were providing 
excellent insights and recommendations,” said Kloba. 
“The public relations campaign catalyzed our JCS 
community in a most positive way.”

JCS has already acted on some of the 
recommendations from the PBA team, and will 
incorporate others in the coming school year, Kloba 
said. And the team has realized a key goal Jamison 
has for his students: “By the time they leave, I want 

them to be able to demonstrate in a job interview that 
they have been doing professional-level PR, not just 
learning about it.”

Axelson graduated in May, while Wetzel and Rivera 
are to graduate in December. They say their exhaustive, 
semester-long project built their confidence and made 
them excited about their future in public relations. 

Jamison expects a bright future 
for that team of three. He said 
PBA’s top public relations students 
get multiple job offers when they 
graduate. He also pointed to three 
recent grads now making their mark 
in the field:

Jessica Wharton ’14 works in 
Washington, D.C., as the state policy 
and communications coordinator 
for the American Soybean 
Association.

Brianne Farrell ’16 is marketing 
assistant for Gunster, a large 
business law firm headquartered in 
West Palm Beach.

Jeanne Templeton ’11 earned 
her master’s degree in public 
relations at New York University 

and now works at Confidant, a PR and marketing 
firm in Brooklyn, where her client roster consists 
of Amazon Marketplace, Amazon Music, BARK, 
Filmsupply and Musicbed.

Noting that those alums and the PBA team serving 
Jupiter Christian School are all female, Jamison said 
these days there are very few men working in public 
relations, “so there’s no glass ceiling.”

Jessica Wharton ’14 Brianne Farrell ’16 Jeanne Templeton ’11

PR students shine under pressure
'High risk, high reward,' says their professor



Current     Summer   2017 Current    Summer   201728 29

Learn the perspective, gain the  
skills and experience it first-hand.

Learn locally.
Think globally.
Act strategically.

Master of Science in Global Development  
http://learn-well.pba.edu/master-global-development

West Palm Beach, Florida
A P P LY  N O W !

Chris Moody 
’07 is a 
senior digital 
reporter 
for CNN, 
covering 
politics, 
money and 
travel. He 
and his wife, 
Cristina Caraballo Moody ’07,  
live in New York City. 

Madeline Bromley ’16 opened a 
small bridal 
shop in Fort 
Lauderdale 
Beach in May 
2016. North 
Ocean Bridal 
is a bridal 
boutique 
designed to 
make dress 
shopping unique and effortless.  
She lives in Fort Lauderdale.  
www.northoceanbridal.com

Newsworthy Notes

David Long ’85 opened a coffee 
shop in Lake Park, Florida, called 
Brazilian Coffee Haus in May 
2017. The shop serves coffee, teas, 
smoothies, breakfast and lunch. 
www.angel.co/brazil-coffee-haus

Joan Boyce ’93 was inducted 
into the North Carolina Hunter-
Jumper Association Hall of Fame 
in January 2017. The award 
recognizes her many dedicated 
years as a horsewoman, which 
started with fox hunting at age 6 
and continued with riding on the 
United States Equestrian Team in 
1968. Joan lives in Greensboro, 
North Carolina, training students 
and showing her horses.  

Audriana Farris Johnson ’05 
works as the choral director at 
Mount Pisgah Christian School in 
Johns Creek, Georgia. She holds a 

Class Notes

master’s  
degree 
in choral 
conducting 
from Emory 
University 
and lives 
in Atlanta, 
Georgia. 

Evelyn Flores ’06/’09 M.S. 
received the 
Emerald 
Award for 
financial 
literacy from 
the Girl 
Scouts of 
Southeast 
Florida on 
Feb. 25, 
2017. She works as a financial 
advisor for Edward Jones and 
lives with her daughter, Alaura, in 
Riviera Beach, Florida. Email:  
Evelyn.Flores@edwardjones.com

Nathanael “Nate” Vera ’13 is the physical education teacher at 
The Greene School in West Palm Beach. He also runs Perseverance 
Basketball, a youth basketball program that serves Palm Beach County 
through camps, clinics, leagues and education. He lives his wife, Annie, 
and daughter, Alina, in West Palm Beach. www.perseverancebasketball.com   
Email: veraathletics@gmail.com
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Shila Schweigert Garrett ’06 
and her husband, Gary, along with 
older brother, Levi, welcomed their 
second son, Shane Lucas, on May 
8, 2016. Shila and her family live 
in Royal Palm Beach, where she 
enjoys staying home with her boys. 

Stephanie Prater, M.D. ’07 and 
her husband, Dr. Christopher 
Carafa, 
welcomed 
their 
daughter, 
Sophia 
Grace, 
on Feb. 
27, 2017. 
Stephanie 
is a resident 
physician 
in the 
Department of Radiology at 
Morristown Medical Center and 
lives in Springfield, New Jersey. 

Andrew and Laura Carrell ’15
welcomed their daughter, 
Annabelle Marie, on Feb. 23, 
2017. Andrew works for Universal 

Studios and Laura works part time 
at M&M’s World in order to stay 
home with Annabelle. They live in 
Orlando.

Mavetta Fowler-Rolle ’88 passed 
away in Nassau, Bahamas, on  
Feb. 28, 2017. She is survived 
by her husband, Claude, her son, 
John, and many other loving 
relatives and friends.

Emily Crawford ’04 married 
Richie Daigle at her Georgia 
family farm on Oct. 22, 2016. She 
works in Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
as a communications analyst for 
Kenco Group, a logistics company. 

Her husband 
works for 
MediTract, 
a healthcare 
software 
company. 
They live in  
Chickamauga, 
Georgia.

Mandy Hamilton Grant ’99 
and her husband, Jason, along 
with older brother, Nehemiah, 3, 
welcomed daughter Glory-Selah 
on Oct. 17, 2016. This year Mandy 
celebrates 10 years running her 
own company, Cascades Advisory 
Group, a management consulting 
and training company. She lives in 
Collierville, Tennessee.  
Email: manda.e.grant@gmail.com
 

Weddings

What's  
your news?

Tell the PBA
community about that  

new job, spouse or baby.
www.pba.edu/
alumniservices

Births & New Additions

In Loving Memory

Wait until you see the new John & Sheila 
Rinker Sports Center at the Marshall and 
Vera Lea Rinker Athletic Campus. It is 

stunning! Six locker rooms will accommodate home 
and guest teams. A beautiful athletic training center 
and strength and conditioning room will provide 
excellent injury treatment and prevention facilities for 
student athletes. Fifteen coaches’ offices, a glassed-in 
conference room and hospitality room round out this 
state-of-the-art facility. 

 Visitors to the Rinker Sports Center will enjoy 
watching games on the varsity soccer/lacrosse field 
from the back patio or second-floor hospitality suite. 
They may also view baseball and softball games from 
the second-floor balcony. 

 Through contributions to The Time Is Now 

Extended campaign, the John & Sheila Rinker Sports 
Center has become a reality. Toward our goal of $8 
million for the building, $4.3 million has been raised to 
date. 

 Several naming opportunities are available at 
various gift levels, and we welcome donors to consider 
one or more of these. By making a contribution or 
pledge, your name or family name or the name of 
a loved one will be permanently emblazoned on a 
plaque. Your legacy will benefit PBA student athletes 
for years to come. 

 We invite you to take a tour to see the beautiful 
Rinker Sports Center for yourself. To arrange a tour or 
for more information on naming opportunities, please 
contact Vicki Pugh, vice president for Development, at 
561-803-2012 or vicki_pugh@pba.edu.

Take a tour of new sports center

Save
the
Dates

Nov. 8-11

Oct. 7, 2017
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Ray Robinson Tributes 
Ruth Robinson and President 
Fleming admire images in a 
Founders Day Chapel honoring 
her husband, the late Dr. Ray 
Robinson. Story, photos and links 
to video begin on page 16.


